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IN   FOUR  VOLUMES. 


VOL. 


There*  to  the  fympathetic  heart 

Life's  beil  delights  belong  ; 
To  mitigate  the  mourner's  fixurt, 

To  guard  the  weak  from  wrong. 
Ye  Sons  of  luxury,  be  wife  ; 
Know,  happinefs  for  ever  flies 

The  cold  and  folitary  bread  ; 
Then  let  the  focial  inllindt  glow* 
And  learn  to  feel  another's  woe. 

And  in  his  joy  be  bleft. 
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CHAP.       I. 


IniifferencCf  clad  in  Wifdonn't  guife, 
All  fortitude  of  mind  fuppliei. 

15 UT  not  fuch  was  the  fortitude  of 
William  Thornborough  ;  though  a  phi- 
lofopher  in  the  bed  and  mod  unlimited 
fcnfe  of  the  word,  he  was  no  ftranger 
to  the  anxiety  which  is  a  conftant  tax 
on  the  feeling  and  affedionate  heart; 
and  at  the  period  when  this  hiftory  be- 
Vol.  I.  B  gins, 


i 


2         THE  BENEVOLENT  QUIXOTE: 

gins^  he  was  under  extreme  unealinefs 
on  account  of  his  elder  brother,  then  on 
his  travels,  from  whom  he  had  not  heard 
for  many  weeks. 

This  unufual  filence,  and  his  uncer- 
tainty where  to  direft  to  him,  as  in  his 
laft  letters  he  had  expreffed  an  intention 
of  immediately  leaving  Vienna,  without 
mentioning  his  route,  both  diftrefledand 
embarrafled  our  hero,  as  he  faw  no  me- 
thod of  obtaining  the  intelligence  fo 
neceffary  to  calm  his  perturbed  mind. 
All  his  ufual  fources  of  amufement  were 
now  ineffeftual :  he  could  not  pay  any 
attention  to  his  (ludies;  but  wearied  by 
them,  and  opprefled  by  his  own  reflec- 
tions, he  ordered  his  horfe  one  after- 
noon in  July  17 — ,  and  rode  over  to 

vifit 
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vifit  his  friend  and  neighbour  Mr.  Fitz- 
william,  whofe  long  intimacy  with  his 
late  father,  and  the  general  refpedabi^ 
lity  and  benevolence  of  whofe  charac- 
ter, rendered  him  the  propereft  perfon 
to  apply  to  for  advice  or  confolation. 

Mr,  Thornborough's  vifits  to  Beech 
Park  were  fo  feldom,  that  Mr.  FitzwiU 
liam  was  at  a  lofs  to  account  for  this, 
till  the  former  mentioned  the  uneafinefs 
of  his  mind,  and  begged  his  advice 
what  meafures  to  purfue.  What  paffed 
between  them  on  this  fubjecft  it  is  now 
unneceffary  to  relate,  and  I  wifh  to'  in- 
form my  readers  why  a  more  frequent 
intercourfe  did  not  fubfift  between  thefe 
gentlemen,  whofe  hearts  were  in  many 
refpefts  fo  fimilar,  though  their  manner 
B2  of 
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of  living  was  at  this  time  totally  diffe- 
rent. 

Mr.  Fitzwilliam  was  a  man  of  the 
world  ;  that  is,  he  lived  in  it,  and  con- 
formed to  its  fafhions  and  cuftoms, 
where  they  neither  interfered  with,  pro- 
priety or  morality.  He  paffed  fix  months 
of  the  year  in  town, — foberly,  as  Lady 
Grace  exprefles  it,  and  when  in  the 
country  joined  with  the  neighbouring 
gentlemen  in  the  fports  of  the  field, 
and  denied  his  lady  and  daughter  no 
amufement  they  could  derive  from  pub- 
lic places;  and  as  they  followed  them 
with  moderation,  he  had  no  reafon  to 
reftrain  their  wiflies.  He  often  lamented 
that  the  fon  of  his  late  beloved  and  re- 
fpedled  friend    fliould   live    fo  totally 

fecluded 
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fecluded  from  foclety,  and  would  fome- 
times,  when  our  hero  gave  him  an  op- 
portunity, gently  bint  a  wiQi  that  he 
would  conform  to  the  habits  of  the 
world  in  fome  degree,  and  aflbciate  with 
the  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood; and  would  have  prcfledhisvi- 
fitsto  Beech  Park  more  frequently, but  that 
hefeared,if  he  urged  this  too  warmly,  the 
misjudging  part  of  mankia J,  who  cither 
from  depravity  or  ignorance  are  by  far 
the  greateft  part,  might  mifconftrue  this 
folicitude  into  a  with  of  engaging  his 
affcftions  to  his  daughter ;  a  wilh,  which 
though  it  is  poffible  he  might  feel,  yet 
he  fcorned  taking  any  p^ins  to  accom- 
pliOi. 


Though  he  fmcerely  fympathized  in  i 
Bj  th4 
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the  diftrefs  which  now  brought  his  young 
friend  to  his  houfe,  yet  he  was  pleafed 
to  fee  him ;  and  could  not  avoid  think* 
ing  more  highly  than  ever  of  the  libe- 
rality and  goodnefs  of  his  heart,  from 
the  anxiety  he  (hewed  for  the  fate  of  a 
brother,  whofe  death  would  put  him  into 
poffeflion  of  a  fortune  which  was  more 
than  double  his  own,  and  whofe  fociety 
he  had  been  little  accuftomed  to^  as 
during  their  childifli  years  they  lived 
entirely  feparate ;  and  foon  after  the 
uncle's  deatli,  an  event  which  brought 
William  back  to  the  Abbey,  George 
was  fent  on  his  travels.  But  the  feelings 
of  fraternal  affeAion  glowed  too  ftrongly 
in  the  bread  of  our  hero  to  be  ftifled  by 
any  fclfifli  confideration ;  indeed  he 
thought  fo  little  of  the  eftate,  that  dur- 
ing 
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ing  the  whole  tedious  period  of  his  unea- 
finefs,  it  never  once  occurred  to  him  that 
be  (hould  be  a  gainer  by  the  death  of 
his  brother. 

When  the  gentlemen  had  ended  their 
conference,  Mr.  Fitzwilliam  led  him 
into  the  drawing-room,  where  his  lady 
and  Mifs  Caroline  waited  their  arrival 
at  the  tea-table.  At  nine  o'clock  he 
would  have  taken  leave ;  but  a  violent 
(hower  of  rain  falling,  accompanied  by 
fevere  thunder  and  vivid  lightning,  he 

4 

was,  though  with  fome  difficulty,  pre- 
vailed on  to  ftay  all  night:  and  when  he 
retired  to  his  apartment,  he  felt  more 
ftrongly  than  he  ever  had  before,  how 
much  power  the  fociety  of  thofe  we 
equally  admire  and  •  efteem,  has,  in 
B  4  calminn 
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calming  a  difturbed  mind  and  Toothing 
a  reftlcfs  imagination.  Whilft  he  is  en- 
joying a  quiet  flumber,  the  effefts  of  his 
friend's  remonftrances  and  perfnafions, 
I  will  relate  to  the  leader  fome  of  the 
circnmftances  previous  to  the  beginning 
of  this  hiftory,  which  it  is  neceffary  he 
(hould  be  acquainted  with. 

The  father  of  our  hero  loft  his  wife  a 
very  few  years  after  their  marriage,  and 
was  eafily  prevailed  upon  by  his  uncle  to 
refign  to  him  hisyoungeft  fon  William, 
vvho  left  Berkfliire  in  tlie  fixth  year  of 
his  age,  and  accompanied  Mr.  Trevors 
into  Cornwall,  where  he  was  immeciiatcly 
coninMttcd  to  the  care  of  Mrs.  Mafon, 
the  houfck-ccpcr,  who  had  no  little  pride 
•ukI  plcafure  in  her  new  charge. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Trevors  was  an  old  bachelor, 
who  had  devoted  his  whole  life  to  the 
ftudy  of  natural  and  experimental  philo- 
fophy.  Half  the  rooms  in  his  houfe  were 
filled  with  dried  plants,  cabinets  of  in- 
fefts,  electrical  machines,  air  pumps, 
and  every  kind  of  apparatus  that  could 
aflift  his  ftudies,  or  contribute  to  his 
amufement.  The  noveltv  of  thefe  things 
at  firft  attradled  the  attention  of  the  lit- 
tle William,  who  gazed  with  much  de- 
light on  the  dancing  figures,  and  other 
ftrange  effeAs  produced  by  eledricity  ; 
yet  he  was  furprifed,  and  almoft  terri- 
fied, at  the  ftrange  metamorphofis  in  his 
uncle,  when  he  firftfaw  him  in  his  green 
velvet  cap  and  long  night-gown.  This 
drefs,  which  was  by  no  means  becoming 
to  a  man  like  him,  tall  and  corpulent, 
B  5  with 
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with  a  dark  brown  complexion,  black 
eyes,  and  Roman  nofe,  had  procured 
him  in  the  neighbourhood  the  appella* 
tion  of  conjurer ;  and  which  his  fkill  in 
a  variety  of  experiments,  of  which  the 
vulgar  could  form  no  idea  of  the  caufe, 
contributed  to  confirm  his  title  to. 

William  foon  became  a  proficient 
himfelf ;  and  grew  fo  (leadily  attached 
to  the  ftudy  of  natural  philofophy,  that, 
when  he  firfl  went  to  fchool,  his  thoughts 
were  fo  abftradled,  that  he  paid  httle 
attention  to  his  leffbns ;  but  the  ridicule 
which  his  peculiar  turn  excited  among 
the  boys,  who  would  laugh  at,  and  call 
him  dunce,  piqued  his  pride,  and  de- 
termined him  to  flievv  it  was  not  want  of 
capacity  which  induced  him  to  negled 

his 
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his  tafks ;  and  he  foon  raifed  himfelf  to 
the  head  of  his  clafs ;  and,  during  the 
time  he  remained  with  Mr.  Thompfon, 
applied  fo  fteadily,  that  he  became  maf- 
ter  of  every  fpecies  of  fchool  learning, 
long  before  the  age  that  boys  ufually 
are. 

Yet  every  vacation  he  flew  with  his 
accuftomed  eagernefsto  his  favourite  pur- 
fuits,  which  thefe  long  reftraints  gave 
him  more  ardour  for :  but  the  huma- 
nity which  ever  diftinguiflied  his  charac- 
ter even  then  was  fo  evident,  tliat  he 
often  incurred  his  uncle's  high  difplea- 
fure,  by  releafing  little  animals  kept  for 
any  particular  experiment,  which  he  was 
fenfible  would  torture  them  ;  as  he  rea- 
foncd  with  a  ftrengch  far  fupcrior  to  his 
B  6  years. 
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years,  that  we  have  no  right  to  torment 
any  of  the  brute  creation,  to  gratify  an 
idle,  or  at  bcft  an  ufelefs,  curiofity.  He 
ftiuddered  when  he  faw  beetles  or  butter^ 
flies  transfixed  with  pins,  and  expiring 
in  agonies  fimilar  to  thofe  we  fliould 
feel,  was  the  fword  which  had  pierced 
our  vitals  fuffered  to  remain  in  them. 
Thefe  little  creatures  he  often  releafed 
by  putting  an  end  to  their  fufferings  and  - 
lives  in  the  quickeft  manner,  and  never 
allowed  the  rewards  his  uncle  tempted 
him  with,  to  induce  him  to  add  to  his 
collection  in  this  way;  but  often,  when 
he  Iiad  met  with  a  beautiful  infeft,  after 
admiring  its  vivid  colours,  he  would  let 
it  fly  away,fecretly  refolving,  if  ever  for- 
tune made  him  mafter  of  a  mufeum,  it 
(ho;. Id  coniift  only  of  inanimate  objefts, 

however 
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however  incomplete  the  virtuofi  might 
deem  it  to  be. 

Norvvithftanding  his  caution  in  thefc 
rcfpeds  was  difpleafing  to  Mr,  Trevors, 
the  proficiency  he  made  in  every  branch 
of  polite  learning,  added  to  the  know- 
ledge he  difplayed  in,  and  his  attach* 
ment  to,  his  favourite  ftudy,  rendered 
him  every  day  dearer  to  him ;  and  at 
his  death,  which  happened  when  our 
hero  was  about  eighteen,  he  left  him 
his  whole  eftate,  the  rents  of  which  were 
clear  two  thoufand  fix  hundred  a  year ; 
as  he  had  never  fufFered  his  purfuit  of 
curiofities  to  break  in  upon  his  fortune, 
though  his  income  was  almoft  wholly 
devoted  to  it  j  and  this,  as  his  ftyle  of 

living  was  in  other  refpefts  private  and 

economical. 
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economical^  was  quite  fuffident  for  hk 

purpofe. 

William  Thornborough  was  then  at 
Oxford;  and  after  removing  his  late 
uncle's  mufeum  to  Thornborough  Ab- 
bey, where  he  intended^ to  live  with  his 
father,  he  left  the  houfe  in  Cornwall ; 
as  Mrs.  MaTon,  whom  he  confidered  al- 
moft  in  the  light  of  a  mother,  and  wha 
had  been  handfomely  provided  for  by 
her  mailer's  will,  declined  the  offer  he 
generouily  made  her  of  continuing  in 
it  for  the  reft  of  her  life,  and  chofe  to 
refide  in  London* 

He  continued  two  years  longer  at  the 
univerfity ;  but  obferving,  when  at 
home  in  the  vacations,  his  father's  health 

was 
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was  fluctuating^  he  refufed  to  accom« 
pany  his  brother  to  the  continent^  as  he 
wiihed  not  to  leave  the  kingdom  till  he 
(aw  him  recovered  :  but  this  was  a  blef- 
fing  he  was  not  to  enjoy;  Mr.  Thorn^ 
borough  fell  into  a  rapid  decline,  and 
expired  before  his  eldefl:  fon  could  re- 
turn to  England^  and  he  only  arrived  in 
time  to  fee  the  lad  duties  paid  to  his 
father. 

When  the  grief  of  the  brothers  was 
a  little  abated^  George  endeavoured  to 
perfuadc  William  to  vifit  with  him  the 
different  courts  of  Germany,  whither  he 
intended  to  go  after  a  fliort  ftay  in  Paris  : 
but  he  ufed  every  argument  in  vain;  the 
natural  turn  of  William's  difpofition, 
which  the  late  meiancholy  event  now 

added 
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added  to,  together  with  his  habitual  love 
of  philofophy,  prevented  his  compliance; 
and  he  fufFered  his  brother  to  leave 
England  alone,  whilft  he  (hut  himfclf  in 
the  Abbey,  declining  all  general  inter- 
courfe  with  the  neighboMring  families, 
only  returning  their  viiits  when  cere- 
mony obliged  him.  He  had  promifcd 
his  brother  to  continue  in  Berkfliire  till 
he  was  fettled  in  England,  but  with  the 
determination  of  living  in  the  mod  re- 
tired manner;  and  this  refolution  he 
ftriftly  adhered  to,  to  the  great  mortifi* 
cation  of  thofe  gentlemen  whofc  inti- 
macy with  his  father,  and  the  prepoflef- 
iion  they  felt  in  his  favour,  made  them 
anxious  for  more  of  his  fociety. 

The  application^  which  were  frequent- 
ly 
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ly  made  to  his  benevolence,  he  never 

refufcd,  but  referred  them  to  the  houfc- 

kceper,  who  by  his  permiflion  was  very 

liberal  of  her  donations,  and  no  perfon 

was  ever  turned  from  his  gate  without 

relief.     He  rode  or  walked  every  day, 

but  always  at  thofc  hours  when  he  ex- 

pedted  lead  interruption  ;  and  this  was 

generally  before  breakfaft.     He  kept  up 

a  correfpondence  with  very  few  of  his 

fellow  collegians,  and  every  kind  of  field 

fport  he  difliked  from   principle :   the 

idea  of  hunting  or  (hooting  fuch  harm- 

lefs  creatures,  he  would  fay,  was  wholly 

repugnant  to  his  feelings ;  and  nothing 

would  ever  tempt  him  to  join  a  party  of 

this  kind. 

With  thefe  fentiments,  it  was  no  won- 
der 
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der  that  he  was  the  jeft  of  one  half  o^ 
the  neighbourhood,  and  the  pity  of  the 
other,  as  they  happened  to  be  acquainted 
mth  the  different  traits  in  his  charafter; 
fome  faying  they  believed  he  lived  like 
a  Bramin,  and  would  eat  no  animal  foody 
left  he  flxould  make  a  dinner  upon  his 
father  or  uncle;  and  others,  that  he  was 
a  young  mifanthrope,  who  detefted  fo* 
ciety  from  an  imagination  that  the  world 
was  a  compound  of  folly  and  wicked- 
nefs.  But  thofc  who  knew  him  more 
intimately  admired  his  talents,  refpefted 
his  virtues,  and  loved  his  focicty,  whilft 
they  pitied  and  regretted  the  Angularities 
in  his  difpofition.  Among  thefe  was 
Mr,  Fitzwilliam,  who,  however,  was  not 
without  hope  that  his  brother's  return  to 
England  would  work  that  reformation  in 

his 
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Jiis  charafter,  he  fo  earneftly  wifhed  for. 
Liberal^  generous^  brave,  and  humane, 
William  Thornborough  had  but  one  fault, 
and  that  was  more  the  efied  of  education 
than  nature.  This  his  old  friend  was 
fenfible  of,  and  therefore  looked  forward 
with  the  more  probability,  that  time, 
added. to  the  efforts  of  friendfhip,  might 
conquer  this  unfortunate  peculiarity* 


CHAP^ 
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CHAP,       II. 

Accustomed  to  cariy  rirmg, 

William  Thornborough  awoke  when  the 
firft  dawn  of  day  broke  into  his  cham- 
ber, but  with  it  returned  all  thofc  un- 
pleafant  fenfations,  which  flccp  had  only 
baniftied  for  a  time,  not  obliterated. 
Amid  the  reflexions  which  arofe  in  his 
mind,  it  ftruck  him  very  forcibly,  that, 
(hould  his  apprchcnfions  be  verified  with 
refpeft  to  his  brother,  there  was  fcarccly 
a  being  to  whom  he  was  attached  fuffici- 
ently  to  render  the  remainder  of  his  life 
interefting  or  happy.  He  had  neglected 
almoft  every  opportunity  of  cultivating 

the 
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dicfriend(hip,of  thofe  wbofe  fimilarity 
of  age  or  fitiiation  might  have  made  an 
intimacy  equally  eligible  on  both  fides* 
He  recollefted  with  painful  regret  how 
ifleffcdual  his  former  amufements  had 
proved,  the  preceding  day,  to  leflen  that 
'  uneafinefs  which  had  yielded  to  the  kind 
efforts  of  friendfliip;    and  refolved  in 
future  to  alter  his  mode  of  life.     But 
thefe  refleftions  at  prefent  led  to  others 
fo  diftreflingj  that  be  determined  to  in« 
dulge  them  no  longer ;   but  rifing  im- 
mediately, he  left  his  apart.Tient,  and  went 
to  the  library  with  an  intention  of  read- 
•  ing  till  the  family  were  affembled  to 
breakfaft  :  but  in  this  he  was  difappoint* 
ed,  the  door  was  locked ;  and  he  was 
returning  to  his  chamber  chagrined  and 
difpirited,  when  it  occurred  to  him  that 

he 
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he  had  (een  feveral  books  lying  in  the 
parlour  window,  where  they  had  fupped 
the  evening  before. 

It  was  (till  fo  early,  that  not  even  a 
fervantwas  up  in  the  houfe.  Softly  open- 
ing the  door  and  unbarring  the  window 
(butters,  he  took  the  books,  which  hap- 
pened to  be  three  volumes  of  Sir  Charles 
Grandifon.  His  ftudies  had  been  hitherto 
in  fo  abftrafted  a  line,  that  he  had  never 
met  with  this  work  before.     He  opened 
it  accidentally  at  the   part  where   Sir 
Charles  is    employed    in    fettling    the 
Danby  family,   and  exerting  both  his 
benevolence  and  liberality  for  dieir  com- 
fort and  happinefs.     The  ftyle  and  lan- 
guage charmed  him;    and  he  read  on 
with  the  utmoft  earneftnefs,  till  thebreak- 

faft 
J 
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M  bell  fummoned  him  to  join  the  fa« 
mily.   To  Mifs  Fitzwilliam  he  acknow- 
ledged what  had  engaged  his  attention, 
and  begged  her,   to  whom  he  found 
thefe  volumes  belonged,  to  permit  him 
to  take  them  to  the  Abbey.     This  re- 
queft  (he  readily  aflented  to,  and  ap- 
peared pleafed  that  any  thing  had  the 
power  of  amufing  his  mind  -,   whilft  the 
vivacity  and  good  humour  with  which 
fte  rallied  him  on  his  choice,  and  the 
Sympathizing  intereft  (he  appeared  to 
take  in  his  diftrefs,    gave   his  heart  a 
ftnfaiion  of  pleafure  it  had  been  long  a 
ftranger  to.     After  promifing  Mr.  Fitz- 
william to  be  a  better  neighbour,  and 
even  hinting  at  a  vifit  the  following  day, 
he  took  leave;  and  immediately  on  his 
return  home  began  reading  again  with 

that 
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that  cagcrnefs  with  which  he  followed 
every  thing  that  atnufed  or  interefted 

him. 

When  he  had  finiftied  the  hiftory,  and 
recoUcded  the  various  and  amiable  lights 
in  which  Sir  Charles  Grandifon  appear- 
ed, he  was  ftruck  with  the  contraft  in 
his  own  charader  :  as  a  fon,  a  brother^ 
guardian^  friend,  or  hufband,  in  which- 
ever way  he  turned  the  pifture,  ftill  he 
was  equally  excellent  in  all,  confpicu- 
oufly  and  adlively  virtuous  in  every 
point  of  view.  He  looked  back  on  his 
own  life  :  his  virtues  were  all  negative 
ones ;  he  had  been  a  dutiful  fon  and 
nephew  to  the  beft  of  fathers  and  uncles ; 
he  had  been  an  afFedionate  brother;  but 
he  had  fuffered  his  love  of  retirement  to 

over- 
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overbalance  every  motive  which  fhould 
have  induced  him  to  accompany  his 
brother  abroad ;  and  this  refledion  was 
followed  by  a  fcvcre  felf-reproach,  as  he 
confidered  that,  were  he  now  with  him, 
he  (hould  not  be  thus  ignorant  of  his 
fate,  A  guardian,  a  friend,  or  a  pro- 
teftor,  were  charafters  he  had  no  claim 
to  ;  he  had  feduloufly  avoided  every  op- 
portimity  of  becoming  ferviceable  to  his 
fellow- creatures,  by  conftantly  (hunning 
all  fociety :  by  making  the  buiinefi 
what  fliould  have  been  only  the  amufe- 
ment  of  his  life,  he  had  contrafted  his 
knowledge  of  the  world ;  and,  by  de- 
voting himfelf  to  what  he  termed  phi- 
lofophy,  he  had  negleded  the  prafticc 
o(  every  virtue.  Even  the  charitable 
adions  he  had  performed  were  not  ex- 
VoL.  L  C  empt 
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empt  from  the  fame  fiiults  which  diftin- 
guiflied  the  reft  of  his  condud  :  he  had 
given,  it  is  true^  liberally,  but  to  whom  i 
to  thofe  who  afked  alone^  without  dif- 
crimination,  and  without  fcrutiny :  thus, 
perhaps,  he  had  beftowed  on  the  idle 
and  unworthy,  whilft  modeft  merit  pined 
unnoticed  in  her  obfcure  and  diftanc 
habitation. 

When  he  had  thus  retraced  every  part 
of  his  pad  condud,  and  feverely  con- 
demned his  paft  inadivity,  he  began  to 
confider  how  he  might  bed  atone  for  it 
by  his  future  exertions.  The  fiiilthought 
which  ftruck  him,  was  inmiediately  to  go 
to  Vienna  in  fearch  of  his  brother,  and, 
if  he  (hould  happily  find  him,  remain 
abroad  as  long  as  he  pleafed^  and  when 

he 
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he  returnedto  England,  live  like  a  ration- 
al being.  He  formed  a  dioufand  roman- 
tic (chemes  of  happinefs  from  his  new 
refoluciod,  and  reviewed  with  aftonith- 
ment  die  years  he  bad  wafted  in  ina(5ti- 
vity.  From  die  vacuum  which  anxiety 
had  made  in  his  mind,  it  feized  with  the 
more  avidity  on  hi$  new  plan  of  life, 
and  an  ardour  which  may  appear  incon- 
iiftent  to  thofewho  do  not  confider  that 
his  indolence  was  acquired  and  habi- 
tual, but  not  inherent;  and  he  became 
folly  confcious  of  the  powers  of  real  be- 
nevolence, when  her  very  idea  only  could 
thus  animate  and  enliven  a  heart  fo  long 
torpid,  or  fenfible  only  of  pain. 


C  2  CHAP. 
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CHAP.      IIL 

X*  ULL  of  his  new  fchcmes,  the  very 
morning  after  they  were  formed,  our 
hero  prepared  to  vifit  Beech  Park,  and 
acquaint  Mr.  Fitzwilliam  with  the  alter- 
ation which  had  taken  place  in  his  fenti- 
ments;  when  the  hafty  arrival  of  a  man 
on  horfeback,  who  rode  into  the  court- 
yard, prevented  him.     A  packet   with 
a  black  feal  was  delivered  to  him :  the 
direftion  in  Mn  Littleton *s  hand,  the 
gentleman  who  had  accompanied  George 
Thornborough  abroad,  rather  as  a  friend 
than  a  tutor.     This  confirmed  the  long- 
anticipated  calamity;  and  William's  heart 

received 
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received  ibfevere  a  fliock,it\vasmanymi- 
nutes  before  he  recovered  fufficient  com- 
pofurc  to  open  it :  but  fufpenfe  at  length 
growing  too  terrible  to  endure,  he  broke 
the  feal  with  a  trembling  hand,  und  ex- 
perienced all  the  horrors  of  certainty, 
as  he  perufed  the  following  letter. 


Convent  of  ^ 


Deftinedas  1  am  to  acquaint  you  with 
an  event,  the  recolledion  of  which  ftill 
gives  me  an  unconquerable  fenfation  of 
horror  nnd  grief,  I  have  been  for  fc- 
veral  days  endeavouring  to  fubdue  my 
feelings  fufficicntly  to  give  you  a  calm 
and  regular  account  of  what  I  doubt 
not  your  affectionate  heart  has  long  fince 
apprehended,  from  the  filence  of  your 
C  5  deal 
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dear  brother,  and  my  ever^lamented 
friend ;— but  in  vain  :  yet  I  am  confdous 
that  whilft  I  delay  this  relation^  from  a 
fancied  tendernefs  both  to  your  feelings 
and  my  own,  I  aft  in  direft  oppoficion 
to  propriety,  and  add  to  that  diftrefs  on 
both  fides,  which  it  is  my  carneft  with 
to  leflen :  for  till  I  have  performed  this 
ueceflary  but  painful  tafk,  I  can  know  no 
peace;  and  till  you  are  relieved  from  that 
ftate  of  fufpenfe  your  laft  letter  fo  well 
exprefled, which  has  been  lately  forward- 
ed to  me  here,  your  affliftion  cannot  yield 
to  the  hand  of  time,  which  I  trufl  it  will, 
when  the  worft  you  can  imagine  is  re- 
vealed to  you.  After  this  preparation, 
from  which  you  muft  guefs  the  truth,  I 
will  relate  as  diftindly  as  I  have  now 

the 
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tiie  power  of  doing*^  the  events  which 
pmreded  and  led  to  this  fad  calamity. 

Your  brother's  laft  letter  informed  you 
of  his  intention  of  quitting  Vienna,  an 
intention  to  whicJi  I  was  fatally  a  ftranger, 
or  I  might— but  what  avails  this  at 
prefent  ?  He  left  me,  under  a  pretence  of 
accompanying  a  Milanefe  nobleman  to 
the  houfe  of  a  gentleman  about  fix: 
leagues  from  the  city,  and  I  remained  fe- 
vcral  weeks  under  this  idea;  till  at  length, 
alarmed  at  his  filence,  I  went  myfelf  to 
feek  him.  On  the  road  I  met  the  mar- 
quis of  L ,  who,  on  my  enquiring 

for  my  friend,  informed  me,  to  my  great 
furprife,  he  had  not  feen  him  during  the 
period  I  mentioned.  I  returned  with  him 
to  Viejina  ;  and  on  my  expreffingthe  un- 
C  4  eafincfs 
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eafinefs  I  felt  at  tliis  ftratige  miftakc, 
for  fuch  I  imagined  it  to  be,  he  gave 

me  reafon  to  apprehend  it  was,  on  the 
part  of  my  poor  mifguided  friend,  an 
intention  to  keep  me  from  the  know* 
ledge  of  the  truth. 

The  marquis  then  informed  me  Mr; 
Thornborough's  attachment  to  thecoun- 
tefs  of  M—  was  no  fecrct  among  his  gay 
companions ;  and  that,  as  he  had  quitted 
Vienna  foon  after  the  count's  family,  he 
had  himfcif  little  doubt  but  that  he  fol- 
lowed them  to  Florence.  I  knew  he  ad- 
mired the  countcfs,  but  had  little  idea 
that  his  pafTion  for  her  was  fo  violent,  as 
to  induce  him  to  take  fuch  a  (Icp  with- 
out  my  knowledge  :  but  on  rccolle<fling 
and  comparing  a  variety  of  circumflanccs, 

I  was 
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I  was  convioccd  it  muft  be  as  the  mar- 
qmsoi  L aflerted* 

I  inftantly  fet  off  for  Florence,  and  on 
my  arrival  enquired  for  the  count,  I 
found  he  had  been  gone  a  fortnight,  and 
DO  one  could  telt  me  whither.  After 
fome  time  fpent  in  a  fruitlefs  fearch  after 
my  young  friend,  I  prepared  to  leave  the 
city,  difconfolate  and  weary,  when  I  acci- 
dentally learned  the  M —  family  were  at 
Milan;  and  as  this  fair  but  deceitful  wo- 
man was  the  loadftone  which  attra6le<:l 
him,  I  had  no  doubt  but  he  had  follow- 
ed her  thither. 

To  Milan  therefore  I  went,  and  the 

refidence  of  ihe  count  could  not  long 

be  unknown  to  me;  but  conicious  as  I 

C  5  v/as 
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was  of  my  purpofe,  I  could  not  wait  on 
the  countefs,  without  perhaps  incurring 
the  fufpicion  of  her  hulband  what  were 
my  fecret  motives,  as,  when  at  Vienna, 
I  had  never  accompanied  my  friend  on 
his  vifits  to  them.  I  waited  there  long 
before  I  had  an  opportunity  of  fpcaking 
to  her ;  but  at  laft  I  met  her  at  the  mar- 

chionefs  of  P s  converfazione.  I  ob- 

ferved  fome  days  before  this  die  count 
had  purpofely  avoided  mej  and  I  felt 
piqued  and  angry  at  his  behaviour,  mif- 
taklng  the  effefts  of  (hamc  for  thofe  of 
pride.  I  addrefled  the  lady  at  firft  with 
an  aflumed  eafe;  and  after  fpeaking  on 
fomeindiiTerentfubjefts,  lenquired  when 
(he  had  laftfeen  Mr.  Thornborough.  She 
ftarted  at  my  quefllon,  and  appeared  ex- 
tremely confufed  and  agitated :  at  length 

recovering 
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recovering  fome  degree  of  calmnefs,  (he 
anfwcrcd,  with  a  haughty  and  difdainful 
air:  **  The  chevalier  Thornborough  was 
at  Vienna  when  I  left  it,  and  I  know  not'^ 
— ^hcre  (he  paufed  and  heiitated.  *'  Yes, 
madam/'  replied  I,  "that  I  am  certain  of; 
but  you  know  he  followed  you  to  Flo* 
rence«  Tell  me,  and  tell  me  truly, 
where  did  you  laft  fee  him  ?  Believe  me, 
I  wifti  not  to  take  any  ungenerous  ad- 
vantage of  your  anfwer :  I  merely  wifli 
to  find  him ;  nor  (hall  any  one  know  to 
whomi  am  indebted  formy  intelligence." 

•She  coloured  violently.  At  laft,  **  I  con* 
fefs,"  faid  (he,  *'he  did  follow  me  to  Flo- 
rence, where  he  dared  infuk  me  with  a 
declaration  no  woman  of  virtue  could 
Uftcn  to.  I  left  Florence  with  my  huf- 
C  6  band, 
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I  thought  I  could  account  for  lier  c 
m  by  fuppoling  it  arofe  from  a  < 
oufnefs  of  guilt ;  yet,  alas !  how  1 
1  I  guefs  the  real  caufc ! 

After  various  and  inefFeftual  enqui 
my  friend,  I  fet  out  on  my  returi 

)rence,  where  I  thought  it  poffibk 

ght  remain  concealed.  On  the  r 
accident  happening  to  my  chaifi 

s  obliged  to  alight,  and  walk  ne; 
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He  faid^  as  he  was  coming  with  ano« 
ther  peafant  from  Milan  fomt  days  before^ 
he  met  the  count  and  his  retinue  driv- 
ing furioufly  along;  and  the  coachmaA 
not  regarding  anyobftrudionsinhisway, 
the  carnage  overturned  from  the  wheels 
going  over  a  ridge^  when  it  had  pafled 
them  about  thirty  yards.  They  both 
ran  back,  and  affifted  the  fervants  in  re- 
placing it,  during  which  time  they  learn- 
ed the  count's  party  had  been  attacked 
by  four  villains,  whom  however  they  had 
with  difficulty  put  to  flight,  with  the  affift- 
ance  of  an  Englifli  gentleman  and  Iiis 
fervant,  who  rode  up  whilft  they  were 
engaged,  but  whofe  interference  had  coft 
them  dear,  as  they  were  both  left  dead 
in  the  foreft,  and  that  the  count  had  not 
efcaped  without  a  wound.     Terrified  by 

thTs 
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this  intelligence,  the  peafant  whoaccom* 
panied  him  would  have  turned  back ; 
but  this^  who  was  an  old  man^  had  been 
a  foldicfj  and  had  as  much  courage  as 
humanity,  reprefented  to  him  the  robbers 
certainly  would  not  return  fo  foon,  and 
that  perhaps  the  gentleman  might  not  be 
quite  dead.  Overcome  by  his  perfuaiions^ 
the  other  confented  to  go  on  ;  and  foon 
after  their  entering  the  wood,  they  found 
the  two  bodies  which  the  count  had  fo  in- 
humanly deferted,  though  they  fell  in  his 
defence.  The  fervant  was  wounded  in 
a  manner  too  (hocking  to  relate,  and  en- 
tirely dead :  the  gentleman  was  bleeding, 
and  ftill  warm.  They  bound  up  his  fide 
aswellas  they  could,  andfupported  him  in 
their  arms  to  a  monaftery  not  far  off,  where 
the  good  fathers  received  him  with  un- 

affcaed 
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mffefted  pity,  and  promifcd  to  ufc  every 
method  for  his  recovery,  though  they 
gave  Utile  hope  of  being  able  to  cffeft 
it,  from  the  appearance  of  his  wounds» 

The  circumftances  of  this^ftory  left  me 
no  room  to  doubt,  but  that  it  was  my 
unhappy  friend  who  had  thus  fallen  a 
facrifice.  I  rewarded  the  peafant  for  his 
care,  and  intreated  he  would  inftantly 
(hew  me  the  way  to  the  convent.  He 
then  found  the  true  caufe  of  my  emotion, 
and  exprefled  his  concern  with  a  degree  of 
feeling  fuperior  to  his  apparent  lituation 
in  life.  In  his  anfwer  to  the  enquiries  I 
made  on  this  fubjed,  he  told  me,  though 
now  an  inhabitant  of  that  dreary  folitude, 
the  younger  part  of  his  life  had  been  fpent 
in  more  civilized  fcenes,  where  he  had 

learned 
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learned  to  feel  for  others,  by  having  ex- 
perienced misfortunes  himfelf. 

I  believe  he  thought  I  (hould  afk  him 
what  thefe  afflidHons  were,  for  he  appear* 
ed  to  love  talking,  and  would  have  en- 
tered into  a  full  hiftory  of  himfelf,  had 
aot  n»y  lilence  checked  him.  I  was  in  truth 
too  much  taken  up  by  what  I  had  heard, 
and  what  I  expeded  to  hear,  to  liilen  to 
his  tale.  The  confufion  of  the  coun- 
tefs  was  now  explained.  Inhuman  and 
treacherous  woman,  may  thy  crimes  be 
thy  punifliment !  But  why,  unlefs  fear- 
ful of  a  difcovery  of  her  own  barbarity, 
did  (he  not  direft  me  to  the  fpot  where 
(he  had  left  the  poor  youth  to  die,  and 
but  for  this  old  peafant's  humanity,  there 
hemuft  have  died  ? — I  feel  I  amincapa- 

ble 
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ble  of  writing  as  calmly  as  I  wifli ;  yet 
I  will  endeavour  to  go  on,  without  ufe- 
lefs  recriminations  and  unavailing  regret. 
I  foon  arrived  at  the  convent,  and, 
on  fpeaking  to  the  porter,  was  inftantly 
admitted.  The  friar  came  to  me,  and,  on 
hearing  my  name  and  the  fubje<St  of  my 
enquiryi(hook  his  bead,  and  told  me  I  bad 
gueffcd  too  well — Mr.  Thornborough 
wasthe  gentleman ;  but,  though  yet  alive^ 
he  was  in  too  weak  a  date  to  admit  me 
without  fome  preparation.  He  had,  he 
faidj  at  his  rcqucft,  written  to  me  fome 
days  before,  and  fent  an  exprefs  with  it 
to  Vienna ;  and  he  bleft  the  providential 
accident  which  had  been  the  means  of 
bringing  me  to  the  convent,  as  he  fear- 
ed, if  I  had  been  in  Germany,  I  could  not 
havearrived  in  timetofee  myyoungfriend 

alive* 
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fliVc.    He  then  fcnt  a  friar  to  the  cell 
where  the  poor  dying  youth  had  been 
placed  on  his  firft  arrival^  to  prepare  him 
to  fee  me ;  and  I  foon  received  a  fum- 
mons. — Let  me  not  tell  you  what  were 
my  fenfations  when  I  firft  faw  him,  nor 
the  alterations  a  few  weeks  had  made  in 
his  appearance;IwiUonIy  fay  heezprefled 
theutmoft  joy  at  feeing  me;  and  the  nar- 
rative of  what  had  paffedfincewe  parted, 
and  which  he  gave  me  at  intervals  as 
his  ftrength  permitted,  1  will  relate  as 
concifely  as  I  can. 

From  having  received  at  Vienna  fuch 
encouragement  from  the  countefs,  as 
tempted  him  to  believe  his  paffion  would 
not  be  unfuccefsful,  he  determined  to 
follow  her  to  Florence :  there  he  was  ad- 
mitted 


44      THE   BENEVOLENT  QJJIXOTE  ; 

mitted  to  all  her  parties  without  perceiv- 
ing the  lead  alteration  in  her  behaviour, 
to  induce  him  to  imagine  (hehadrefented 
his  declaration.  The  firft  opportunity 
he  had  he  threw  himfelf  at  her  feet,  and 
told  her«how  deeply  he  was  attached  to 
her;  that  he  had  followed  her  from  Ger- 
many, becaufe  he  could  live  only  in  her 
prefence  ;  and  depended  on  her  forgive- 
nefs,  from  the  fmilcs  (he  had  formerly 
beftowed  on  him^ 

Tl:e  glow  of  indignation  which  muft 
have  animated  the  cheek  of  a  woman  of 
virtue  at  this  confeflion,  (liewas  a  Tcranger 
to.  She  fmiled  and  bade  him  be  difcreet, 
and  he  might  be  happy  ;  but  on  the  fud- 
den  entrance  of  the  count,  who  (lie  found* 
was  informed  of  the  attachment  of  the 

unhappy 
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unhappy  Thorn  borough,    (he  changed 

her  tone,  and  accufed  him  of  daring  to 

iafuJt  her   with  a   declaration  of  love. 

The  enraged  hnfband  drew  his  fwordj 

whilil  your  brother,  difinayed  and  afto- 

ni(hed  at  her  duplicity,  remained  almoft 

mocionlefs,  till  the  menaces  of  the  count 

recalled  him  to  recoUedion.    Disarmed 

IS  he  then  was,  the  count  would  have 

attacked  him;  but  the  lady,  confcioiis  of 

the  impropriety  of  her  own  behaviour, 

threw  herfelf  between  them,  requefting 

your  brother  to   depart,  which  he  did, 

after  informing  his  antagonift  he  would 

^vc  him  whatever  fatisfaftion  he  might 

rquirc,  on  the  following  day. 

That  the  countcfs,  when  he  was  gone, 

endeavoured  to  makeAcr  own  flory  good, 

1  have 
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I  have  not  thelcaft  doubt;  but  inall  pro- 
bability her  hufband  was  too  well  ac- 
quainted With  her  fpirit  of  intrigue,  to 
give  credit  to  all  (he  affertcd;  £oc  early 
the  next  morning  he  fet  oflF  towards  Mi* 
Ian,  attended  only  by  a  few  fervants.  Mr.r. 
Thornborough  alfo  aiofe  early,  expedt- 
ing  a  fummons ;  and  after  waiting  fome 
time,  fent  a  fervant  to  learn  the  ftate  of 
the  family.  The  return  of  Philip  fur- 
prifed  and  (hocked  him ;  and  blindly  in- 
fatuated to  this  worthlefs  woman,  who 
he  feared  would  be  inhumanly  treated, 
he  determined  to  follow  them  privately ; 
and  having  bribed  one  of  their  fervants 
who  remained  behind,  he  learned  their 
route,  and  began  his  journey,  accompa- 
nied by  Philip  only,  a  (hort  time  after 
them.    It  was  not  his  intention  to  come 

up 
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up  uith  them ;  but  on  entering  the  fo^ 
reft  be  was  alarined  by  the  fcreams  of  a 
woflun  J  and  on  riding  up  difcovered 
the  count  and  his  three  fervants  engaged 
with  four  ruffians.  Himfelf  and  Philip, 
IS  they  were  both  armed,  turned  the  vic- 
tory in  their  favour :  but  one  of  the  vil- 
lainsj  enraged  and  difappointed  at  the 
lofs  of  their  expefted  booty,  fliot  poor 
Philip,  who  fell  at  his  mailer's  fide,  and 
they  all  rode  off. 

The  count  then  for  the  firft  time 
di&overed  to  whom  he  was  indebted 
for  iiis  fafety ;  but  uninfluenced  by  gra- 
titude, and  alive  only  to  the  impulfe  of 
jcaloufy  and  revenge^  he  accufed  the 
brave  Thornborough  of  having  pre-con- 
certed a  meeting  with  the  countefs, 
and  of  fighting  only  in  her  defence.  The 

lady, 
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lady^  willing  to  fave  her  reputation,  and 
recover,  if  poffible,  her  hufband's  good 
opinion,  joined  with  him  in  the  bittereft 
inveftives,  and  feverely  reproached  him 
for  perfecuting  an  innocent  woman,  and 
endeavouring  to  ruin  her  honour  and 
her  hu{band*s  peace  of  mind.  .  Perhaps 
the  count  could  form  no  idea  of  fuch 
bafenefs  exifting  in  the  female  mind, 
as  could  induce  a  woman  to  exprefs 
fuch  high  difpleafure,  and  even  rage, 
againfl:  a  man  (he  had  encouraged  and 
pretended  to  love,  and  who  had  been 
juft  hazarding  his  life  in  their  defence. 
This  idea  might  have  tempted  him  to 
believe  her  acaifations  were  at  prefent 
juft ;  and  he  dem^anded  inftant  fatisfac- 
tion,  with  a  violence  no  mere  fufpicibns 
could  juftify. 

Your 
1 
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Your  brother  confefled  he  was  at  that 
ioftantfo  (hocked  at  the  deceit  and  bar- 
barity of  the  woman  he  had  loved  bed 
in  the  world,  that  his  life  appeared  of  no 
confequence  to  him,  and  he  prepared  to 
fightwith  fcarcely  a  wifti  that  vidtory  might 
be  on  his  fide.  They  fought ;  the  count 
received  a  flight  wound,  but  your  bro- 
ther one  fo  fevere,  that  he  fell  inftantly ; 
and  the  countefs,  fuppofing  he  was  dead, 
urged  her  hulband  to   go  on   imme- 
diately, and  he  complied.  After  having 
violated  all  the  laws  of  honour  and  hu- 
manity, he  barbaroufly  left  the  man  he 
had  thus   facrificed,  without  a  human 
being  to  remove  him   from  the    fpot 
where  his  revenge  had  laid  him.    It  was 
murder,  abfolute  murder ;  and  though 
the  laws  of  man  cannot,  the  juftice  of 
Vol.  I.  D  Heaven 
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Heaven  will  overtake  him.  The  reft 
you  know,  except  that  he  was  infenfible 
till  he  had  been  fome  time  in  the  con* 
vent^  and  the  good  Others  feared  he 
was  gone  for  ever. 

When  my  poor  friend  had  concluded 
his  narrative,  he  bitterly  lamented  his 
want  of  confidence  in  me.  My  advice, 
he  faid,  might  have  prevented  his  fall- 
ing  into  thofe  errors  which  a  violent 
and  improper  paflion  had  led  him  into. 
He  confefled  he  had  met  perhaps  with  a 
jufl  puniQiment,  and  he  forgave  from 
his  foul  the  authors  of  his  death ;  though 
the  inhumanity  of  the  countefs  had 
wounded  him  more  deeply  than  the 
fword  of  her  hufband.  He  begged  me 
to  requeft  you  not  to  give  way  to  thofe 

habits 
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habits  of  retirement  into  which  you  had 
fiillcn,  but  enter  into  the  world,  and  en- 
joy the  pleafures  it  might  aiFord,  with 
moderation  and  without  guilt.  He  faid 
his  will  was  left  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 

W of  Reading,  and  that  his  friends 

would  find  he  had  not  forgotten  them. 

The  entrance  of  father  Francis,  who 
bad  attended  him  with  particular  aili- 
duity,  now  interrupted  him  :  he  was  al- 
ready faint  and  exhaufted,  and  I  had 
for  fome  time  requefted  him  to  be 
Clcnt. 

Let  me  draw  a  veil  over  the 

fcenes  which  followed.  It  would  be  too 
much  for  me  to  write,  or  for  you  to  read : 

let  me  only  fay,  as  a  fatisfaftion  to  your 
D  z  feelings. 
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feelings,  which  nothing  ought  to  coun« 
terad,  that  he  had  every  poffible  at* 
tention  paid  him  by  the  whole  fodety, 
whofe  humanity  and  benevolence  are 
fcarcely  to  be  equalled;  that  he  had 
every  affiftance  that  art  could  give — and 
that  he  died  like  a  hero  and  a  chriftian. 

Oh,  Mr.  Thorn  borough !  could  thofc 
who  are  uniform  in  the  purfuit  of  every 
vice  have  witneffed  the  true  penitence 
he  expreffecf  for  the  commiflion  of  one, 
and  the  comfort  he  received  from  my 
aflurances  that  a  fincere  repentance  is 
always  accepted  at  the  throne  of  grace, 
they  muft  have  reformed  their  errors. 

My  own  fervant  James  fliall  at- 
tend the  remains  to  England.    I  am  ill 

myfelf. 


A       N    O    V    £   L.  ^j 

myfelf,  very  ill:  but  be  not  alarmed 
for  me,  it  is  merely  the  confequence  of 
&tigue  and  anxiety^  and  I  mean  to  re* 
main  here  till  I  am  reftore^  to  health. 
The  fathers  Jerome  and  Francis  infift 
on  my  not  leaving  them,  till  they  can 
part  with  me  fatisfied  of  my  recovery  : 
their  attentions  will,  I  am  fure,  have  the 
dcfired  effeft.  I  receive  from  them 
both  confolation  and  amufement.  Would 
to  Heaven  you  had  fome  friend  who 
could  afford  you  the  fame  !  Yet  you  will, 
I  truft,  exert  your  fortitude,  on  this  I 
confefs  trying  occafion.  Let  me  hear 
from  you  foon.  I  will  write  again  by 
James. 

Ever  yours, 

ROBERT  LITTLETON. 
D  3  When 
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When  our  hero  had  acquired  fufficien* 
refolution  to  read  this  letter  regularly 
and  calmly^  the  (hocking  circumftances 
attending  his  brother's  death  afie&ed 
him  almofl  beyond  what  his  conftitution 
could  fupport.  He  fent  for  Mr.  Fitz- 
>villiam^  who  came  inftantly,  and  left 
him  not  a  moment  till  his  mind  was 
calmer,  and  for  fome  weeks  devoted 
his  whole  time  to  him,  taking  upon  him* 
felf  every  care  of  the  funeral.  When 
the  remains  of  the  unhappy  young  man 
were  brought  over,  his  will  was  opened; 
and,  excepting  a  few  trifling  legacies  to 
fome  friends  and  acquaintance,  and  a 
very  confiderable  one  to  Mr.  Littleton, 
his  whole  eftate  devolved  to  his  brother, 
the  value  of  which  was  above  five  thou- 
fand  a  year,  befides  fome  money  in  the 

funds. 
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funds.  This  however  afforded  little  con- 
folation  to  our  hero;  he  was  before  happy^ 
had  a  fortune  fufficient  for  every  pur- 
pofeof  hfe^  and  wiflied  not  to  add  to 
his  (lore.  Time  however,  and  the  united 
eflforts  of  his  own  reaibn^  and  Mr.  Fitz* 
William's  arguments  and  entreaties^  at 
length  fubdued  his  griefj  and  enabled 
him  to  purfue  his  former  plans. 


D4 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.      IV, 

W^HEN  the  htart  has  loft  an  objeft  on 
which  it  was  particularly  fixed,  it  feizes 
with  the  more  avidity  the  firft  fource  of 
comfort  which  offers,  and  purfues  it  fome* 
times  to  an  extravagant  height.  Such 
were  the  feelings  and  fuch  the  inten- 
tions of  our  hero,  when  his  mind  reco- 
vered its  ufual  tone,  and  he  found  thofe 
fources  fail  which  had  formerly  been  his 
conftant  amufement,  and  it  naturally 
and  eagefly  recurred  to  thofe  fchemes 
which  had  filled  it  before  he  had  re- 
ceived the  melancholy  intelligence  from 
Italy,  which  for  a  time  had   baniflied 

every 
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every  other  idea.     His  plan  of  going 
abroad  was  of  courfe  altered ;  but  he 
dwelt  with  much  fatisfadlion  and  dehght 
00  bis  philanthropic  purpofes ;  and  his 
mind  was  fo  continually  bent  on  this 
fubjed,  that  he  became  almoft  diftraftedy 
^dy  like  Don  Quixote^  he  could  have  fee 
out  in  armour  to  redrefs  the  grievances 
of  mankind.     Till  thefe  fchemes  could 
be   put   in    execution  (for.  he  was  de- 
layed fome  time  by  neceflary  bufinefs) 
his  mind  became  fo  abftradled,  Mr.  Fitz- 
william  was  quite  alarmed  left  he  fliould 
rclapfc  into  his  former  way  of  life  :  but 
this  fear  was  foon  loft  in  furprife,  when 
he  received  one  morning  a  note  from 
Mr.  Thornborough,  to  fignify  he  was 
gone  to  Oxford,  and  perhaps  (hould  not 
return  to  the  Abbey  till  he  had  fpent 
D  5  fome 
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fome  weeks  in  London.  Indeed^  the 
moment  he  was  at  liberty^  he  (et  off^  with* 
out  taking  any  fervant^  meaning  to  tra- 
yel  incog,  as  he  thought  the  lefs  figure  he 
made,  the  more  probably  he  fliould  find 
out  the  diftrefles  of  his  fellow^creatures, 
unveiled  by  ceremonyj^  and  unconcealed 
by  fhame. 

Whilfthe  purfued  his  journey,  loft  in 
refledion,  he  was  addrefied  within  half 
a  mile  of  Wallingford,  by  a  young  man 
of  the  name  of  Fennel,  whom  he  had 
(lightly  known  when  at  college.  Mr. 
Fennel,  at  that  time  fenfible  that  Mr, 
Thornborough  was  a  young  man  of  con- 
fiderable  expedations,  had  always  paid 
him  that  profound  refped  and  fervile 
homage,  which  the  little-minded,  judg- 

ing 
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ing  of  others  by  thetnfelves,  imagine  is 
the  bed  way  to  obtain  friendfliip ;  but 
Vhich  in  a  generous  mind  is  moft  likely 
to  excite  difguft :  and  this  had  been  the 
cafe  with  our  hero,  who  had  ever  re- 
turned with  cool  politenefs  the  other's 
attention.  But  he  now  exprefled  fuch 
prodigious  pleafure  at  this  unexpeded 
meeting,  that  his  heart  yielded  even  to 
the  appearance  of  kindnefs^  and  returned 
his  civilities  with  unufual  cordiality,  and 
deiired  he  would  break&ft  with  him  at 
Wallingford. 

During  this  repaft,  young  Fennel,  en- 
couraged by  his  manner,  and  finding 
he  had  no  particular  bufinefs  at  Oxford^ 
pcrfuaded  him,  as  the  vacation  was  not 
yet  over,  and  he  would  find  few  of  his 
-^  ^  friends 
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friends  in  the  univcrfity,  to  alter  his 
plan,  and  accompany  him  back  to  Fen- 
nel Farm,  where  he  might  have  fome 
days  (hooting,  and  where  his  fiither's 
family  would  be  proud  of  the  honour 
of  entertaining  him.  Mr.  Thornbo- 
rough,  as  has  been  before  obferved^ 
never  engaged  in  the  fports  of  the 
field  ;  therefore  the  laft  argument  had 
little  weight  with  him  :  but  confidering 
that,  according  to  his  new  plan>  he  ought 
to  increafe  his  acquaintance  as  much  as 
poflible,  he  determined  to  accept  the 
invitation,  and  accompanied  his  old  ac- 
quaintance to  Fennel  Farm,  where  they 
arrived  juft  before  dinner ;  and  he  was 
received  with  the  utmoft  delight  by 
every  individual  the  inftant  his  name 
was  announced. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Fennel,  fenior,  lived  at  this  farm 
by  choice,  as,  from  its  vicinity  to  Ox- 
ford, he  hoped  he  might  have  an  op- 
portunity of  fettling  his  daughters  ad- 
vantageoully,  particularly  as  his  cldcft 
fon,  who  was  then  at  the  univerfity, 
could  often  introduce  the  young  coUe- 
^ans  to  their  acquaintance,  and  might 
recommend  his  lifters  to  their  notice* 
This  plan  had  in  part  fucceeded,  but  in 
a  way  that  might  be  imagined.  Mifs 
Fennel,  at  an  early  age,  ran  off  with  a 
young  man  who  hadjuft  taken  orders: 
but,  as  he  had  more  honour  than  (he  had 
prudence,  he  really  married  her,  and 
foon  afterwards  obtained  a  fmall  curacy 
in  the  county  of  Weftmoreland,  where 
at  tliis  time  Qie  was  the  mother  of  four 

cliildren ;  and  having  fo  fcanty  a  provi- 

fion. 
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fion^  (he  often  wi(hed  herfelf  once  more 
unmarried  and  at  Fennel  Farm. 

4- 

The  youngefty  mils  Kitty^  was  ftiU  at 
home>  and  had  too  much  cunning  to 
follow  her  fifter*s  example :  artful^  plau? 
fible  and  infinuating,  (he  was  ererj  way 
calculated  to  promote  and  execute  her 
father's  intention.  A  jilt  by  education^ 
and  a  coquet  by  nature^  (he  had  flirted 
with  feveral  young  men ;  but  the  inftant 
(he  difcovered  their  fortunes  were  below 
what  (he  had  fixed  as  a  (landard  of 
merits  (he  difcarded  them  without  ce- 
remony and  without  remorfe. 

In  con(equence  of  this  behaviour^ 
Ihe  was  for  feveral  years  totally  ncgleft- 
ed>  till  chance  threw  in  young  Fenners 

way 
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way  (who,  on  thefe  occafions,  afted  the 
jackall)  a  Mr.  Harford,  an  elderly 
geotleman,  who  had  lived  for  many 
years  a  bachelor  on  a  fipall  income; 
but  fuccecding  unexpedtedly  to  a  good 
cftate,  he  was  looking  out  for  a  part- 
ner to  enjoy  it  with  him,  when  Harry 
Fennel  was  introduced.  The  proba* 
bility  of  his  iifter's  making  a  conqueft 
of  this  man,  who  had  feen  little  of 
the  world,  inftantly  ft  ruck  him;  and  he 
invited  him  to  Fennel  Farm  with  that 
warmth  of  friendfhip  which  Mr.  Har- 
ford knew  not  how  to  refift.  Kitty 
praftifed  every  art  to  engage  his  atten- 
tion, became  the  notable  woman  in- 
ftcad  of  the  fine  lady,  loved  walking 
and  rural  pleafures,  and  detefted  all 
cards,    except  now  and  then  a  fober 

game 
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game  at  whift.  With  her  perfon, 
fenfe^  and  thefe  fentiments^  it  was  no  ^ 
wonder  her  defigns  fucceeded ;  he  (boa 
made  her  a  formal  offer  of  his  heart 
and  hand,  which  (he  in  due  time  ao 
cepted :  but  though  her  avarice  and 
ambition  were  gratified^  her  vanity  was 
not ;  (he  iighed  for  a  fmarter  iovert  and 
a  man  of  the  world ;  and  piouily  de- 
terminedj  if  chance  threw  one  in  her 
way,  to  difmifs  Mr.  Harford,  as  (he 
had  the  reft. 

The  arrival  of  our  hero  gave  her 
an  objeft  of  purfuit,  and  a  conference 
with  her  brother  completed  her  inten- 
tion. Harry  Fennel  fancied  he  knew 
his  charafter ;  and  that,  artlefs,  gene* 
rous  and  tender,  it  would  be  eafy  to 

work 
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work  upon  his  feelings  to  their  wifhes  ; 
and  they  planned  their  fchemes  accord- 
ingly.   Mr.  Harford  was  at  this  time  a 
vifitor  at  the  farm ;  and  during  the  whole 
afternoon  and  evening,  whilft  Kitty  ob- 
ferved  the   ftrifteft   attention  to    him, 
flie  appeared  fo  dejefted,  and  fighed  fo 
frequendy,   that  he  was  alarmed,   and 
aflccd  if  (he  was  ill.  A  violent  head-ache 
was  pleaded  as  an  excufe,  and  (he  re- 
tired early.     She  was  foon  followed  by 
the  reft  of  the  family;  but  Harry  de- 
tiuned  Mr.  Thornborough  to  talk  over, 
as  he  pretended,  college  adventures. 

When  they  were  alone,  *«  I  am,*'  faid 
he,  *«  fo  unhappy  at  prefent,  that  I  can- 
not turn  my  thoughts  from  the  fubjeft 

of  my  anxiety  for  five  minutes  together. 

You 
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You  faw  my  poor  fiftcr,  Mr.  Thorn- 
borough.  Alas !  the  dear  girl's  malady 
is  not  in  her  head»  but  her  heart.  You 
mud  have  obferved  the  iighs  (he  ftrug^ 
gled  to  fupprefs.  She  is  the  beft  creature 
in  the  world,  and  is  now  going  to  facri- 
fice  herfelf  to  filial  obedience  i  for  my 
father  has  exprefsly  commanded  her  to 
receive  the  addrefles  of  Mn  Harford^ 
on  pain  of  his  utmoft  difpleafure  i  and 
(he  obeys  in  (ilent  defpair.  To  be  furcj 
he  is  a  worthy  man ;  but  what  is  a  wor- 
thy man  to  a  culdvated  liberal  mind» 
glowing  with  the  fined  feelings^  and 
tremblingly  alive  to  the  moft  delicate 
fenfibility  ?  She  r^ards  him  with  aver* 
fion;  and  I  have  in  vain  perfuaded  her  to 
look  on  him  in  a  more  favourable  light ; 
(he  tells  me  her  diflike  daily  increafes/' 

«  But, 
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'^But,  farely/*  interrupted  Mr.  Thorn- 
borough,  *«  if  your  father  knew  her  in- 
fuperablc  objedions  to  him,  he  would 
not  thus  infift  on  her  compliance." 

"  My  father,"  returned  Harry  Fen- 
nel, *•  is  of  opinion,  that  Marry  firft  and 
Iroe  will  come  afterwards ;  and,  though 
not  particularly  attached  to  Mr.  Harford^ 
he  does  noc  choofe  (he  (hould  reje&  fo 
good  an  offer.  Would  fortune  but 
dirow  in  her  way  one  who  would  fave 
her  from  this  fate,  I  am  fully  convinced 
be  would  rather  rgoice  than  be  angry 
widi  her." 

^^  Has  this  affair  been  long  in  agita* 
tion?"  (aid  our  hero. 

«  Oh, 
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"  Oh,  no/'  replied  the  other ;  **  this 
is  only  the  beginning :  and  Mr.  Har- 
ford^ had  he  the  fpirit  of  a  gentleman, 
would  fee  my  fifter*s  diflike,  and  Icav^ 
her/' 

«^  Surely/*  returned  Mr.  Thombo- 
rough,  "  fomething  may  yet  be  done. 
Could  I  be  fo  happy,*'  continued  he  he- 
fitating,  ^^  as  to  be  the  means  of  faying 
her,  there  is  nothing  I  would  not—"  He 
paufed,  and  Harry,  fancying  he  had  ia 
part  obtained  his  point,  would  not  prefs 
it  ferthcr,  left  he  fliould  excite  fufpicion. 
**  Let  us,  my  dear  friend,"  he  anfwered, 
**  at  prefent  call  another  topic,  for  this 
prefles  too  heavily  on  my  mind."  They 
coiiverfed  about  an  hour  longer  on  in- 
diflferent  fubjeds,  and  then  feparated  for 
the  night. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.      V. 

r  ULL  of  his  new  plan,  our  hero  arofe 
the  next  morning,  and  took  his  accuf. 
tomed  walk  to  meditate  how  he  fliould 
proceed.  Mifs  Kitty  faw  him,  from  her 
window,  go  through  the  garden- gate  into 
the  adjoining  meadows,  and  determined 
to  throw  herfelf  accidentally  in  his  way 
when  he  returned.  This  was  eafily  ef- 
fefted ;  he  met  her  in  the  turning  of  a 
walk :  (he  ftarted  very  prettily,  and 
would  have  pafled  on ;  but  he  requefted 
her  to  day,  as  he  wifhed  for  a  few  mi- 
nutes converfation  with  her.  She  af- 
fcnted,  and  as  they  walked  he  began 

thus : 

<<  Pardon 
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*'  Pardon  me,  mifs  Fennel,  if  what  I 
am  going  to  fay  (hould  appear  imperii* 
nendy  officious.  From  what  your  bro- 
ther hinted  to  me  lad  night,  and  your 
own  behaviour,  I  am  but  too  much  in- 
clined to  believe  you  are  not  happy  in 
your  prefent  profpefts.  Confide  in  me 
freely,  and,  believe  me,  I  will,  in  any  way 
that  you  can^uggeft,  exert  myfelf  for 
your  happinefs." 

Mifs  Fennel  held  her  handkerchief  to 
her  eyes,  and  in  a  voice  almoft  inarti« 
culate  thanked  him  for  the  friendly  in- 
tereft  he  took  in  her  happinefsj  but 
declared  (he  could  advife  him  to  no 
method  which  would  be  efFeftual.  This 
was  true  enough,  for  the  only  method 
(he  wiihed  him  to  purfue,  could  not  fo 

properly  be  hinted  by  herfelf. 

« I  am," 
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''  I  am,"  continued  (he,  '*  fo  well  con- 
vinced that  nothing  will  induce  my  &• 
ihcr  to  give  up  the  hope  of  feeing  me, 
as  he  calls  it,  happily  fettled,  that  I 
kve  only  to  fubmit  in  filent  defpair 
to  my  fate :  that  fate,  it  is  true,  is  a 
bitter  one ;  but  I  fee  no  hope  of  avoid- 
ing it.^ 

Here  (he  fobbed  violently,  and  Mr, 
Thornborough,  whofe  compaflion  was 
thoroughly  excited  for  this  unfortunate 
girl,  endeavoured  to  foothe  her  with 
fuch  tender  folicitude,  that  (he  fancied 
flie   had    already  a   deep  intereft    in 
his  heart ;  and  this  hope  was  ftrength- 
cned,  when  he  told  her,  as  they  drew 
near  the  houfe,  that  he  could  not  help 
flattering  himfelf  he  had  ftruck  on  a 

plan 


J%      THE    BBNEVOLENT    QJ7IXOTE: 

fdan  to  fave  her  from  this  terrible  fa* 
crifice^  if  he  was  not  too  fanguine  ia 
believing  it  poffible  for  him  to  nuAJe 
fome  impreflfion  on  a  hearty  which  be 
trufted  was  not  wholly  devoid  of  fenfi- 
biliiy. 

Deceived  by  this  fpeech,  which  (he 
thought  alluded  to  herfelf,  (he  replied 
withunfeigned  energy,  ^'  Oh,  Mr,  Thorn- 
borough,  you  are  too  good :  but  what- 
ever caufe  you  undertake  niuft..be  fuc- 
cefsful;  your  eloquence,  I  am  furc, 
cannot  be  refilled/'  Here  they  parted ; 
(he  went  inftantly  up  ftairs  to  compofe 
her  countenance,  in  which  Ihe  fucceeded 
fo  well,  that,  when  the  family  met  at 
breakfaft,  there  were  no  traces  of  her 
tears  to  be  feen,  to  the  infinite  furprife 

of 
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of  our  hero;  who,  however,  imagined 
the  alteration  proceeded  from  the  hope 
(be  entertained  from  his  laft  words ;  and 
ia  this  he  was  right,  though  he  little 
Aifpeded  the  conflrudion  (he  had  put 
upon  them. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  morning  Mr. 
Harford  fpoke  of  his  intention  to  ride ; 
and  Mr.  Thornborough,  anxious  to  com« 
plete  his  deiign,  defired  to  accx>mpany 
him,  and  they  fet  out  together.     After 
fomc  indifferent  converfation,  mifs  Fen- 
nel was  mentioned,    and  the  dejed^ion 
and  indifpofitton   (he  had   complained 
of  the  preceding  evening  was  remarked 
by  her  lover  as  a  thing  very  unufual, 
as  he  had  never  feen  her  before  but  in 
health  and  fpirits. 

Vol.  I.  E  *' Ah, 
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^*  Ah,  poor  young  lady,'*  replied 
Mr.  Thornborough,  looking  ftcadily  at 
his  companion,  to  obferve  whether  he 
underftood  him;  '<  the  ftruggle  betweea 
her  duty  and  inclination  has  been  too 
much  for  her,  and  her  conflatution  h 
now  finking  under  it.  From  her  con- 
ftant  cheerfiilnefs  hitherto,  there  is  more' 
to  be  apprehended.  The  conftraint  (hte 
placed  upon  her  feelings  was  too  fevere 
to  be  fupported,  and  Ihe  now  yields  to 
defpondency." 

*^  What  ftruggles,  what  conftraint  do 
j^ou  mean,  fir  ?"  faid  Mr.  Harford. 

*^  Is  it  poffible  you  do  not  know  ?  If 
really  you  have  not  difcovered  the  caufe 
of  her  melancholy,  and  are  the  man  of 

honour 
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honour  I  believe  you  to  be,  I  wilJ,  fir, 
fo  far  confide  ia  you,  as  to  give  )'oa 
ray  real  fentiments.     Mifs  Fennel  is  the 
viclim  of  filial  obedience:  in  compli- 
ance with  her  father's  wifhes,  (he  has  con- 
fented  to  give  you  her  hand,  when  her 
heart  is  not  only  indifferent,  but  even 
avcrfe  to  you.     Surely,  Mr.  Harford, 
thus  informed,  you  will  not  cruelly  in- 
fill upon  the  performance  of  a  promife, 
given  merely  bccaufe  Qic  could  not  refift 
the  will  of  an  imperious  father,  who  com- 
manded her  to  comply.     If  you  have 
the  feelings  which  ought  to  dignify  hu- 
manity, you  will  of  your  own  accord 
rdinquifli  a  purfuit  which  can  only  af- 
ford you  difippoiniment  and  remorfe; 
^ncl  do  it  in  a  way  which  may  leave  Mr, 
fennel  no  caufe  to  refent  his  daughter's 
^^  condiift. 


\vho  cannot  beftow  her  affc(^ion5 
fame  time  Ihc  gives  her  liand  ?" 

Mr.  Harford  was  fo  loft  in  an 
aftoni(hment,  that  for  a  few  min 
knew  not  how  to  reply  :  at  laft,  a 
a  degree  of  calmnefs  he  felt  not> 
fir/'  faid  he,  "  extremely  furp 
what  you  tell  me.  Mifs  Fenne 
fion>  as  you  are  pleafed  to  call 
have  been  entertained  very  latel 
am  certain,  from  the  very  firft^ 
ceived  my  addrefles  with  the 
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wi(b  to  fupplant  me  in  that  young  lady's 
affeftion ;  but,  fir,  give  me  leave  to 
fajr,  I  am  not  to  be  trifled. with," 

"  Upon  my  word,  fir,'*  returned  our 
hero,  with  a  degree  of  frankncfs  no  one 
c(Rild  dffbelieve,  **  you  miftake  my  mo* 
^Ve :  but  I  hope  you  will  not  doubt  my 
Tcracity,    when  I  affure    you,    I   am 
prompted  by  no  wi(h  but  that  of  ferving 
you  both.     Mifs  Fennel  is  an  amiable 
girt;  but  Ihe  has  not  tbofe  fuperior  ele« 
gancies,  nor  that  brilliancy  of  under- 
itanding,  which  could  alone  ftrike  me. 
I  have  at  this  time  no  thought  of  marry- 
ing :  but  if  I  had,  mifs  Fennel,  I  again 
repeat,    is  not  the  woman  I    (hould 
choofe.'* 

E  3  Mr. 
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Mr.  Harford  had  never  been  paiti* 
cularly  attached  to  Kitty  1  but  he  wilht4 
to  fettle^  and  he  fancied  he  (hoold^iA 
her  meet  with  a  wife  who  would  he 
equally  eflential  to  his  domeftic  comfbitj, 
and  admired  by  the  world.    But  this 
fpeech  of  Mr.  ThombcMrough's,  vbUft 
it  ccnvinced  him  of  his  candour^  quul^ 
him  lefs  folicitous  to  continue  his  ad* 
drefies^  as  the  way  in  which  he  meor 
tioned  her  was  a  proof  that  he  coafi« 
dered  both  her  underftanding  and  maa-» 
xier  in  an  inferior  point  of  view ;  and 
from  this  began  himfelf  to  refleft,  it 
might  be  poffible  for  him  to  marry  % 
voman  who  might  introduce  him  to  the 
worlds  from  which  he  had  hitherto  lived 
fecludedj  and  which  would  be  a  much 
better  plan  than  fixing  on  one  whofc 

(ituatioa 


A        If    O    V    S    I..  Jfm 

fituation  in  life  was  xather  hdow  his 
own :  but^  as  a  man  of  true  honour^  he 
determined  not  to  give  her  up,  unlefs 
convmced  Mr.  Thornborough's  fufpi- 
cions  were  real. 

Some  more  converfation  pafled  between 
tfacm  on  the  fubjed,  in  the  courfe  of 
which  our  hero  informed  him,  that  he 
fpoke  not  from  furmife^  but  the  real  fen- 
timents  of  mifs  Fennel  and  her  bro- 
ther; and  had  promifed  them  to  take 
Dome  method  of  relieving  her^  and  none 
bad  appeared  to  him  fo  eafy,  as  fpeak** 
bg  at  once  to  Mr.  Harford  openly  upon 
the  fubjedt ;  and  he  aflured  him^  as  a 
proof  he  had  no  other  views,  he  would 
quit  Fennel  Farm  the  next  morning. 


E* 


Mr. 
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Mr.  t^iford  thanked  bim  for  his  in- 
tentions and  candour;  and  refleding  upon 
k  after  they  had  parted,  he  deterrtiimd 
to  mention  it  to  the  family  that  after- 
noon, in  the  prefcnce  of  Mr.  Thorn* 
borough:  but  his  courage  failed;  he 
feared  the  old  gentlenoian's  reientmeAtj 
and  waited  the  opportunity  of  his  ibf 
fence.  '"'' 

Mifs  Fennel  appeared  at  dinner  witfi 
a  fparkling  fatisfaAion  in  her  eyes,  which 
arofe  from  the  hope  Mr.  Thombo^ 
rough's  laft  words  had  excited^  and 
which  his  polite  attentions  increafed. 
Mr.  Harford  thought  it  the  effeft  of 
ber ezpedations  of  relief:  he  had  or<« 
dered  his  horfes  to  be  ready  for  him,  and 
juft  as  the  tea  things  made  their  appear- 
' 'J  ancc« 
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aoce,  Mn  Fennel  being  cdjed  out  of 
tke  rGpm  on  fome  bu/inefs^  he  addrefled 
(be  youpg  lady  with  much  compofurc 
in  the  foUowmg  manner : 

*'  I  will  not,  madam^  delay  a  moment 
longer  confirming  the  hope  Mr.  Thorn-^ 
borough  has  raifed  in  your  bofom;  from 
this  hour  you  are  free  :    I  will  trouble 
you  no  more  with  addrefles,  which  that 
gentleman  has  convinced  me  are  dif- 
agreeable   to   you.     Yet  I   could  wi(b 
you  had  been  from  the  firft  equally  ex- 
plicit; for»  believe  me,  your  candour 
would  have  had  as  much  weight  witb 
me  as    his  folicitations :    however^    I 
^'iQi  you  happy  in  your  choice,  let  k 
&x  on  whom  it  may/^ 

J^S-  The 


ddvanced,  and,  taking  her  han( 
have/'  laid  lie,  ''  madam,  luc 
beyond  my  utmoft  expcdations 
Harford  willingly  refigns  yot 
leaves  you  to  a  happier,  a  more 
nace  man,  for  fortunate  he  muft  t 
can    boaft    an   intereft   in    your 


tions^** 


This,  which  was  only  fpoken  i 
litencfs^  and  from  the  innate  be 
fence  of  his  heart,  contributed  fl 
deceive  the  unfortunate  Kitty;  am 
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looked  at  the  latter  with  an  exprefSon 
of  gratitude^  and  replied : 

**  Indeed^  fir^  you  have  been  long 
in  an  error;  yet  how  to  convince  yoii  of 
your  miftake  I  knew  not.  That  gen- 
tleman has  faved  me  the  painful  tafk  of 
confelfing^  that  your  heart,  though  en- 
dued with  fo  many  vinues,  yet  failed 
in  fccuring  the  poffeffion  of  mine." 

•*  It  is  enough,  madam,"  he  an- 
fwercd ;  "  1  am  fatisfied  of  your  objec- 
tions, and  will  now  take  leave.  My 
horfes  are  ready ;  and  it  cannot  be 
pleafant  for  me  to  (lay  in  a  houfe  where 
I  can  fcarcely  think  I  have  been  well 
treated  :  for  why  did  not  fome  of  yo\i 
earlier  acquaint  me  with  the  objeftioni 
E6  your 
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your  filler  raifed?*'  addreffing  hitnfdf 
to  Harry  Fennel^  and  a  younger  br<v 
ther^  who  was  prefcnt^  but  wholly  xm^ 
concerned  in  the  plot.  The  former 
made  fome  evafive  anfwer^  delighted  at 
the  apparent  fuccefs  of  his  machina* 
tionsj  when  they  were  all  thrown  into 
the  utmoft  confufion  by  our  hero's  re^ 
queuing  Mr.  Harford  to  wait  till  he 
could  accompany  hkn.. 

*^  You  know,  fir/'  continued  he,  *'  I 
promifed,  when  I  requeftcd  you  to  re- 
fign  this  young  lady,  to  leave  Fenhel 
Farm  inftantly,  left  you  (houW  fufpedt 
me  of  a  wilh  to  fupplant  you,  which 
Heaven  knows  my  heart  is  far  from 
feeling.  Let  us,  therefore,  together  bid 
this  amiable  family  a  long  farewell.    I 

am 


»5 

an  Aifficleotly  rewarded  by  the  confci- 
oufoefs  of  having  contributed  to  mifs 
Fennera  peace ;  and  you  mud,  I  am 
fore^  by  the  recoUedion  of  having  given 
up  {b  generoufly  your  long  cherifhed 
hopes  of  happinefs^  when  you  were 
coQsinced  they  were  incondHent  with 
hcrs.^    . 

To  defcribe  the  confternation  of  the 
brother  and  filler>^  when  be  ended  thU 
fpcech,  is  impoffible.  Harry  could  not 
fpeak,  and  Kitty  in  vain  endeavoured  to 
conceal  the  mingled  (hame,  refentment^. 
and  difappointment,  which  glowed  in: 
ber  bofom,  and  at  length  burft  intd 
tears.  After  a  few  minutes,  however^ 
flie  recovered  her  fpcechj  fufficiently  to 

upbraid 
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vpfnaid  Mr.  Thwnboreogjti  fotVa  cnicii 
deception*  '       '  •:  - 

^*  Did  you  not,*^  cried  (he,  fobbiiif" 
violently—*'  did  you  not  tell  me,  this 
morning  in  the  garden,  how  deepan  M- 
preffion  I  had  made  on  yMir  heAKV^Atfd'- 
how  much  you  hoped  I  Ihould  reCfttftf* 
your  love  ?'* 

*'Upon  my  honour,  madam,'' returned 
he  with  vehemence,  *'  you  entirely  mif- 
took  me;  I  meant  no  fuch  thing,  i 
only *^ 


^^  It  is  of  no  confequence  what  you 
did  mean,  fir,"  interrupted  Qie,  **  if  you 
did  not  mean  to  make  me  an  offer.     I 

am. 
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sm  fure  you  had  no  bufinefi  to  fee  Mr. 
Harford  againft  mc^  and  make  him  dew 
fert  me  in  diis  barbarous  manner,  if  you 
bad  not  intended  to  fapply  his  place/* 

Mr.  Harford  had  now  penetration 
enough  to  fee  through  the  whole  fcheme,. 
as  her  previous  confeffion  of  her  diflike 
to  him,  which  in  the  violence  of  her 
anger  (he  had  forgotten,  had  given  him 
a  ftrong  light :  being,  however,  of  a 
quiet  difpofftion,  he  left  it  to  our  hero 
to  fight  his  own  caufe,  who  anfwered 
mifs  Kitty's  charge  with  fpirit^ 

**  I  am  foriy  to  fay,  madam,  it  re- 
quires  not  much  confideration  to  learn 
the  motives  for  diis  apparent  duplicity 
of  conduft.    You  do  not  probably  re- 
coiled 
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coUeft  that  not  five  minutes  finoe^  in  the, 
prefence  of  myfeif  and  this  wbole  ooax^fT^ 
pany,  you  openly  avowed  your  d|flil(C< 
to  Mr.  Harford,  ^nd  .publicly  thanked 
him  for  refigning  you.     If  that  diflikei 
was  only  feigned^  you  muft  bed  kxiQW , 
what  motives  you  had  for  requeuing  wf^ 
interference  this  morning,  and  exprep, . 
fing  fo  much  diftrefs  at  the  idea,  of  an.^ 
union  with  a  man,  who,  I  muft  fay,  ap- 
pears to  me  infinitely  too  good  for  you. 
Your  brother,  I  imagine,  was  alfo  de^ 
ceived;  for  he  contributed  to  lead  me 
into  this  error.     Confcious  of  my  owa 
integrity,  and  fufpecting  no  defign,    I 
determined,   if  poflible,   to  alfift  you, 
and  ran  the  rifque  of  affronting  this  gen* 
tleman  by  my  zeal  in  your  caufe.     If  I 
'Was  meant  for  the  dupe  on  this  occafion, 

yoa 
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you  arc  miftaken ;  I  am  not,  madam, 
fo  eafily  caught :  and,  ignoiant  as  I  may 
have  hitherto  proved  myfelf  of  the  ways 
of  die  world,  I  have  now  to  thank  yeu 
for  inftruAing  me  how  to  difcem  in 
future  between  real  ingenuoufnefs  and 
aflumed  fimplicity ;  between  the  artful 
pretences  to  forrow,  and  the  unaffedted 
anguiQi  of  heart-felt  diftrefs*'* 

At  thefe  words  he  left  the  room  and 
houfe;  and  walking  to  a  little  public 
houfe  in  the  village  where  his  horfe  had 
been  kept,  he  was  foon  after  joined  by 
Mr.  Harford,  and  they  agreed  to  pro- 
fccute  their  journey  together. 


CHAP^ 
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Wh EN  Mr.  Harford  wriycd  um 
new  ino^  he  found  Mr.  Thomborou|^ 
rztremely  difconcerted,  and  inore«|igry 
than  he  had  ever  been  in  his  whole  lifi^ 
with  all  the  Fennels^  who  had  endea- 
voured fo  fliamefuUy  to  impofe  on  bkn : 
he  felt  however  fome  comfort  in  the  re** 
fledion^  that  their  duplicity^  as  indeed  it 
generally  does,  had  fallen  on  their  owa 
tieads*  Yet  he  was  deeply  mortified  at 
the  ill  fuccefs  of  the  very  firft  plan  he 
had  formed  for  the  benefit  of  mankind^ 
and  (hocked  that  his  time  and  argu* 
ments  had  been  thrown  away :  but  on 
nting  this  to  Mr.  Harford,  he  de- 
fired. 


j^OK] 
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fired  him  to  remember  this  was  by  no 
iicans  the  cafe  at  prefent;  as,  though  the 
benefit  was  intended  for  another^  he  had 
received  it»  by  being  prcferved  from  an 
union  with  a  worthless  woman^  who  waa 
evidently  a.  female  fortune-hunter. 

«Iam  now,*'^ continued  he,*' well  con* 

'inced  that  I  (hould  not  have  been  dif* 

irded,  but  for  the  hope  they  enter- 

ined  of  entrapping  you  :  but  her  re- 

itment  in  this  lad  inftance  has  coun- 

adted  even  her  art ;  for  you  had  no 

ler  left  the  houfe,  than  (he  fell  into 

bittereft  invedives  againft  her  bro* 

,  for  leading  her  into  the  opinion 

you  would  be  eafily  gained ;  and 

as  if  infenfible  that  I  heard  all  this^ 

(he 


_..^    ..^4    m.3,   1  aiccmpted 
lioi:;c  ;   hut  her  brother  pi 
laying  1  could  not  withoui 
barbarity  leave  her  in  that  f 
I  ftaid  till  (he  recovered,  ar 
forming  her  how  thoroughl 
defpifed  her  arts,  I  came  aw 
mediately  fought  out  the  fath 
I  gave  a  candid  account  ol 
affair,  left  it  (hould  be  mifi 
and  my  charader  fuffer  in  ci 
He  appeared  concerned,  and 
enraged   againft   his  daughi 
fMljr,  yet  endeavoured  to  f 


A       K   O   V   «    L.  p^ 

pofe,  and  fincerely  hope  I  fliall  never 
meet  any  one  of  the  f^ily  again." 

Mr.  Thornborough  joined  in  this 
wi£h,  and  they  fpent  the  evening  very 
plcafantly  together.  He  found  Mr. 
Harford  a  plain^  fenfible  man^  good-hu- 
moured, and  pofleffed  of  an  excellent 
heart ;  but  as  unikilled  in  the  ways  of 
the  world  as  himfelf. 

On  the  following  morning  they  rode 
together  to  Henley  upon  Thames,  where 
Mr*  Harford  prefled  our  hero  fo  ear« 
neftly  to  accompany  him  to  Woodcot^ 
where  he  lived,  about  two  miles  from 
the  town,  that  he  accepted  the  invitation ; 
but,  withing  to  be  in  London,  he  (laid 
only  a  few  days,  and  returned  to  the 

inn 
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ikn  at  Henley^  %lierehe  wihed  %r^hei 
London  coacht  Whidi  vditcle.  he  &- 
tended  Ihould  convey  him  to  town.  '  ^ ' 

When  he  goit  into  the  ftage^he  ibufi^ 
the  only  paflengers  were  a  decent  AdJAAj 
man  <and  his  daughter^  a  verjr  pretty^  ^t^ 
about  feventeen,  whofe  countehatiCe'Wi^" 
marked  with  tears,  whiift  her  frequent 
fighs  and  inattention  to  all  around  her 
were  a  proof  that  fhe  had  recently  fuf- 
tained  fome  heavy  calamity  i  and  thii 
he  was  more  convinced  of^  from  the  ftenf 
and  angry  looks  of  the  father,  who>  in* 
ftead  of  endeavouring,  like  his  late  friend 
Mr.  Fennel,  to  draw  his  attention  to  his 
£hild>  appeared  rather  afraid  of  it ;  whilft 
the  poor  girl  herfelf  feemed  rather  to 
Ihrihk  from  than  folicit  notice. 

Here 
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«Here  then/'  cried  he  to  himfelf,  whilft 
his  heart  expanded  with  benevolence— 
''here  at  leaft  there  can  be  no  deceit ;  but 
here  is  affli&ion^  which  it  may  be  my 
fate  to  relieve/'  From  this  idea  he  de- 
termined to  take  the  firft  opportunity  of 
learning  this  young  woman's  diftrefs; 
nor  was  he  long  waiting  for  one.  When 
they  ftopped  to  dine^  the  old  man  faw 
a  gentleman  pafs  the  window,  who  he 
inftantly  recollefted  had  left  London 
fome  months  before  in  his  debt.  He  told 
his  daughter  the  circumftance,  and,  leav- 
ing the  inn,  defir ed  they  would  not  wait 
dinner,  but  he  would  return  by  the  time 

the  coach  was  ready. 

Mr.   Thornborough  loft  not  a  mo- 
ment, but  inftantly  telling  his  fair  fellow- 

traveller 
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traveller  he  was  much  interefted  for  her 
fate^  which  he  feared  was  not  an  liappjr 
one,  requefted  to  know  what  it  was 
which  had  thus  diftrefled  her. 

She  burft  into  unfeigned  tears  'at  this 
queftion^  and^  as  foon  as  (he  could  com* 
pofe  herfelf  fufficiently^  replied,  flic  was 
the  moil  miferable  creature  in  the  worldy 
and  faw  no  method  of  avoiding  the  fate 
that  awaited  her:  and^  upon  Mr*  Thora- 
borough's  expreffing  a  wiQi  to  hear  the 
caufe  c^  her  affli&ionj  (he  began  in  the 
fdllowing  manner : 

**  My  ftory,  fir,  is  very  (hort,  but 
very  melancholy.  My  mother  died 
when  I  was  young ;  and  on  my  father's 
marrying  again,  I  was  taken  by  my 

aunt. 
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tunt,  who  bred  me  up :  (he  is  tbc  bcft 
woman  in  the  world ;  her  huftand  has 
ft  farm  on  this  fide  of  Dorcheder.  Abou( 
a  twelvemonth  ago  I  was  courted  by  a 
young  man,  whofe  father  was  a  tradef- 
man  in  London.  My  uncle  and  aunt  both 
liked  him  as  well  as  I  did  in  comparifoDj 
and  encouraged  his  vifits,  and  they  wfote 
tomy  father  about  it :  he  gave  his  confent, 
aad  we  were  to  have  been  married  very 
fooni  when  the  other  night,  without  giv- 
ing metheleaftreafon,  became  down  from 
London,  and  infiiled  I  (hould  go  back 
with  him  ;  faid  I  fliould  never  marry 
Mr.  Waters  whilft  the  world  ftood,  but 
return  and  live  with  him  and  my  mother- 
in-law,   who  is  I  know  a  terrible  crofs 
woman;  and  it  is  nothing  but  that   I 
Ihould  not  be  fettled  better  than   her 
Vol.  I.  F  daughter, 
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daughter^  wJio  is  a  few  years  older  than 
myfelf^  rharmade  her  put  it  into  my  file 
therms  head.  But  I  am  fure  that  is  veij 
hard  upon  me>  ibr  her  daughter  wili  have 
nothing  of  her  own,  but  what  my  fii^. 
ther  may  give  her  away  from  his  own  fii* 
mily :  and  my  uncle  and  aunt,  who  have 
no  children  of  their  own,  brought  me  up 
handfomely  at  a  boarding-fchool,  where 
I  learnt  to  do  nothing  but  dance,  and 
read,  and  write,  and  talk  French ;  and 
have  promifed  to  leave  me  handfome 
when  they  die,  and  keep  me  like  a  gen- 
tlewoman. And  now  I  mud  go  home 
and  work  hard  for  my  mother-in-law 
and  her  children,  and  be  ill  ufed  too, 
andlofe  Mr.  Waters,  who  perhaps,  when 
his  fathef  dies,  might  keep  me  a  chaife." 

Here 
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Here  (he  burft  into  a  frefli  flood  of 
tears/  which  fo  melted  dur  hero^  that  he 
again   begged  to  know  how  he  could 
aflift  her.     «'  Oh  V*  cried  the  poor  girl, 
"  if  I  was  once  more  at  my  aunt^s^   I 
fliould  mind  nothing ;  for  when  my  fa- 
ther comes  to  refleft  he  may  be  forry  : 
but  then  it  will  be  too  late,  for  Ihe  will 
not  receive  me,  and  Mr.  Waters  may 
leave  the  country,  and  then  I  fliall  never 
lee  him  again.** 

*'  Suppofe,**  cried  Mr.  Thornbo- 
I'ough,  **  ycu  take  a  chaife  from  hence 
v»liilft  your  father  is  abfcnt,  and  It^ve  me 
loperpjade  him  to  forgive  you;  could 
you  not  go  to  fome  friend's,  where,  even 
'f  he  (liould  be  inclined  to  purfue  you,  he 
F  2  could 


Her  eyes  fparkled  with 
tisfadion  at  this  propofal ; 
plied,  flie  could  contrive  i 
well,  but  for  one  thing.  He 
and  blulhed,  and,  after  for 
confeffcd  that  it  was  not  in 
hire  a  chaife;  as  her  father, 
ful  of  fome  plan  of  the  kin 
carcto  deprive  her  of  the  me 
foon  obviated  by  our  hero 
5  (he  would  without  fcruplc 


— .—.  *l*«n  #%^r»*l«/Ml 
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6cr  happy.  The  carnage  drove  out  of 
town  with  all  the  blinds  drawn  up :  whiUt 
the  poor  decexred  parent  was  purfising 
his  fugitive  debtor^  whom  he  at  length 
found;  and  fucceedcd,  though  not  with* 
out  fome  difficulty^  in  obtaining  the 
fum  which  was  his  due* 

Oiir  hero  returned  to  the  parlour  fire, 
after  he  had  feen  the  diftrefled  damfel 
'ifc  b  the  carriage,  his  heart  glowing 
vith  the  confcioufnefs  of  having  now 
^tlcaft  done  a  good  and  ufeful  adion, 
^n  faving  this  poor  girl  from  the  tyranny 
^f  her  father  and  mother-in-law,  and 
Coring  her  to  an  indulgent  aunt,  and  a 
"Cloved  and  defpairing  lover."  Whilft 
deeply  mediuting  how  he  (hould  pa- 
^fy  the  wrath  he  muft  {oon  encounter 
^J  from 
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from  the  &ther^  the  fubjcft  of  Jiia 
thoughts^  whofe  name  was  WilTon,  en^ 
tered  the  room.  Not  feeing  his  daugh- 
ter when  he  opened  the  door^  he  haft* 
ily  withdrew  to  enquire  for  her ;  when 
to  his  utter  aftonifhment  he  learned 
from  the  landlady^  that  the  young  gen- 
tleman who  came  in  the  coach  with  Um^ 
and  who  (he  thought  might  be  the  young 
lady's  brother,  had  hired  a  poft-chaife 
for  her^  and  (he  had  been  gone  fome 
time* 

Re-entering  the  parlour  with  the  ut- 
moft  anger  in  his  voice  and  manner,  he 
attacked  Mr.  Thornborough,  and  ac- 
cufed  him  of  having  trepanned  his 
child;  and  demanded  to  know  where 
he  had  fent  her,  and  with  what  intent^ 

threatening 
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threatening  him  with  an  immediate  ap- 
plication to  juftice,  if  he  did  not  com- 
ply with  his  requeft. 

When  he  had  a  little  exhaufted  his 
paffion,  our  hero  replied  with  great, 
calmnefs^  that^  as  to  his  threat^  it  was  ri- 
diculous, and,  if  put  into  execution,  ufe- 
lefs;  that  all  the  people  in  the  inn  could 
witnefs  there  was  no  force  ufcd  rcfpedt- 
ing  the  young  lady's  departure.  He 
had  handed  her  into  the  carriage,  a  mea- 
fure  which  com'non  civility  influced 
himtotake;  but  that  ^e  was  coca!  1  »  .  .o- 
rant  of  the  place  of  her  deftinati.-n,  and 
fuppofed  (lie  had  given  her  own  or- 
ders. 

Mr.  Wilfon,  though  not  pacified  by 
T4  tlii* 
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this  fpeech^  yet  knowing  of  no  poffible 
method  of  redrefs>  again  left  die  room, 
and  enquired  to  what  place  the  chaife 
had  been  hired ;  and  was  told  Henley^ 
wis  tnentioned/bift  that  the  young  lady 
faid^  (he  might  perhaps  want  it  a  few. 
miles  farther.  This  gave  him  but  little 
fatisfa£lion.  However  he  prepared  to  fel« 
low  her^  and  in  the  mean  time  returning 
to  our  hero,  he  begged  him,  in  a  more 
calm  and  very  earned  manner,  to  giv^ 
him  feme  information  refpeAing  his 
child ;  adding,  he  mud  furely  know  her 
intention,  and  the  caufe  of  it,  fince  it 
could  fcarcely  have  been  formed  in  fo 
fudden  a  manner  without  her  aflTign- 
ing  fome  reafon,  which,  as  he  had  been 
prefent  the  whole  time,  could  not  have 
efcaped  him. 

*«  Now, 


A.       K   O   V    E   L.  105 

«  Now,  Mr,  Wilfon,"  returned  our 
hero,  "  that  you  can  argue  calmly,  I 
wai  tell  you  all  I  know  myfelf,  and 
^enconfeft  radviffid,her  to  this  ftep, 
and  furnifhed  her  with  the  means  of  put- 
ting it  in  execution,  in  confequence  of 
her-'' 

^  "You  advifed  her!"  exclaimed  the 

<liftrafted    father,  interrupting     him ; 

**  and    by   what  right,   what    autho- 
rity—.*' 

"  Be  compofed,  my  good  friend,  and 
1  will  tell  you  from  what  motives  I  ad:ed: 
beaffured  they  had  no  reference  to  myT 
felf ;  but  in  pity  to  her  defpair  and  ter- 
mor, I  contrived  her  efcape,  and  pro* 
niifcd  to  endeavour  to  reconcile  you 
F  5  to 
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to  her  return  to  her  aunt  and  her] 
vcr/^ 


The  poor  man  ftood  transfixed  wi 
furprife^  whilft  he  gave  him  a  cone 
relation  of  what  (he  had  told  him^  ai 
added  his  opinion  of  the  cruelty  the 
would  be  in  tearing  her  from  a  defci 
ing  young  man,  to  whom  (he  had  be 
fo  long  and  fo  deeply  attached.  Thi 
was  fomething  of  fuch  extreme  in^ 
nuoufnefs  in  Mr.  Thornborough's  ma 
ner,  that  Wilfon  could  not  but  be 
once  perfuaded  he  had  fpoken  the  trut 
and  that,  however  erroneoufly  he  h 
afted,  it  was  from  the  bed  motives. 

"  You  have  been,  fir,'*  faid  he,  '*  d 
ceived,  but  innocently  deceived,  by  n 
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.  poor  girl,  who  is  hcrfcif  the  viffim  of  a 
cruel  and  hafc  deception.     I  now  fee 
Diy  own  folly  in  adling  too  precipitately; 
for  had  I   informed    her  upon  what 
pounds  my  fufpicions  were  founded, 
infetuated  as  flie  is,  I  am  fure  Ihe  would 
J^vc  liftened  to  convidion :  but  I  ex- 
pcfled  implicit  obedience,  and  my  want 
of  confidence  in  her  may    prove  her 
^^)  and  my  own  difgrace-— But  re- 
'ncmher,  young  man  (for  though  my  fu- 
P«ior  in  rank,  yet,  if  you  are  really  in- 
Jioccnt  of  intentional  evil,  you  are  my 
wferior  in  knowledge  of  the  world) — re- 
member, I  fay,  that  you  do  not  again  in- 
terfere in  domeftic  concerns,  left  -you 
fcould  again  bring  infamy  on  a  fimple 
girlj  and  heap  deftrudion  on  the  head 
^f  a  wretched  parent." 

F  6  Mr. 


H 
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Mr,  Thornborough  at  this  addrcfs 
%  looked  as  filly  as  any  one  could  who  was 
confcious  of  meaning  well,  though  he 
had  done  111 ;  and,  but  for  the  fupport 
he  felt  from  his  own  integrity,  he  would 
have  deeply  felt  the  feverity  of  this  re* 
proof.  Ever  open  to  convidion,  and 
ready  to  atone  for  the  evil  he  had  un- 
wittingly committed,  he  repeatedly  af- 
fured  Mr,  Wilfon  how  much  he  was 
concerned  for  the  miftake  he  had  been 
led  into,  and  begged  to  know  how  he 
might  repair  it,  if  reparation  was  poffible:. 
'*  At  all  events,  fir,"  added  he,  "  let 
me  accompany  you  in  your  fearch ;  and 
if  want  of  fortune  is  your  only  objec- 
tion to  the  young  man,  as  far  as  it  is  in 
my  power  (and  my  power  is,  believe  mc. 
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as  unlimited  as  my  will)  I  will  obviate 
your  fcruplcs.'* 

Wilfon  fliook  his  head^  and  was  go- 
ing to  inform  him  of  the  truths  when  he 
wa$  interrupted  by  a  waiter,  who  told 
him  (he  chaife  he  had  ordered  was  rea* 
dy;  upon  which  they  both  ftepped  in, 
and,  telling  the  pollillion  to- drive  as  faft 
as  pofliblc  the  fame  road  the  other  had 
taken,  he  thus  began  his  narrative* 


CHAP. 
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t€ 


You  have  learnt  from  my  poor 
child^  that  (he  was  bred  up  by  an  unde 
and  aunt.  My  prefent  wife,  tb(M:^k 
really  the  bed  woman  in  the  world,  ob4 
jefted  not  to  this,  as  (he  was  well  con- 
vinced a  mother-in  law's  care  is  (eldom 
approved  by  the  child's  own  relations* 
I  am  myfelf  a  trunk- maker,  and  in  good 
bulincfs  :  however,  as  I  have  feveral 
other  children,  I  was  not  at  all  difpleafed 
at  their  promife  of  providing  for  her. 
They  gave  her  what  is  called  a  good  edu- 
cation; and  fome  time  (ince  my  fifter 

wrote 
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wrote  to  tell  me  the  girl  had  been  courted 
by  a  young  man   whom  they  all  ap- 
proved, and  who  appeared  very  deferv- 
ing  of  her.    As  I  knew  Mrs.  Collet  was 
one  of  the  moft  credulous  of  women^ 
and  her  hufband  too  much  engaged  in 
bufinefs  to  attend  properly  to  this  afiair^ 
I  returned  them  an  anfwer,  afTuring  them 
of  my  confent,   if   upon   enquiry  the 
young  man  proved  worthy.     My  girl's 
letter  informed  me  his  name  was  Wa- 
ters, and  his  father  an   haberdalher  in 
Chcapfide,  in  an  extenfive  way  of  bufi- 
nefs. She    added,  young   Waters  was 
then  fomewhere  in  the  country,  and  (he 
knew  not  how  to  dired  to  him ;  but  as  he 
was  foon  to  be  in  London,  (he  would 
defire  him  to  call  upon  me. 

**  The 
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**  The  very  day  I  received  thk  letter^ 
three  or  four  Oxonians^  moft  of  them 
tbxicatedj  came  into  my  (bop  for  a  iarg 
packing  cafe.  When  they  had  fixed  oi] 
one  to  their  mindj  they  debated  where  it^ 
Ihould  be  fent.  Atlaftoacfaid*  "Why,' 
Hz\,  let  it  go  to  your  findiCF^s, 
.you?"  The  gentleman  to  whom  this  ^ 
addrefledi  and  who  had  fomething  lb  tt* 
markable  ia  his  perfon  that  I  can  nev€ 
forget  it|  confentedi  and  gave  me  thcdi-^ 
rcftion  in  his  own  writing* 


*'  When  they  left  me^  and  I  had  fol* 
filled  their  orders,  I  fet  out  to  find  Mr. 
Waters  in  Cheapfide ;  but  in  vain :  nei- 
ther there,  nor  in  any  flreets  leading 
from  it,  nor  in  any  part  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood,  could  I  hear  of  fuch  a  per- 
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Ton.    Alarmed  at  this^  and  fearing  an 
impofition,  I  wrote  to  Fanny,  widiouc 
acquainting  her  with  my  fufpicions,  tell- 
ing her  to  let  me  know  when  Mr.  Wa- 
ters came  next  into  their  neighbour- 
hood, and  I  would  meet  him.  Accord- 
ingly upon  her  fummons  I  went  down. 
He  was  expcdted  the  following  day;  and 
in  the  mean  time  (he  gave  me  fome  of 
his  letters  to  read,  which,  to  my  great 
furprifc,  I  thought   were  written   in  a 
hand  I  had  fcen  ;  and  too  fure,  the  mo- 
ment he  entered  the  houfe  yefterday  af- 
ternoon,  I   difcovered   him  to   be  the 
fame  young  man  who  came  into   my 
Ihop  with  the  other  collegians,  and  who 
had  given  me  a  direftion  to  his  father, 
in  a  name  toially  different  from  that  he 
now  affumed.     I  took  him  into  a  room 

alone. 
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alone^  taxed  him  with  his  duplicity,  and 
told  him  by  what  method  I  had  difco-  . 
vered  it.  I  then  begged  to  know  why 
he  had  deceived  us^  and  what  'his  mo- 
tives could  poffibly  be  for  appearing  in 
an  inferior  iicuation  of  life. 

^^  He  coloured,  hefitated,  and  at  laft 
confeffed,  he  feared,  if  he  had  in  his  own 
charader  addrefled  my  daughter^  hit^ 
father  might  have  heard  of  it;  and,  as  he  ;! 
was  confcious  the  connexion  would  not 
meet  his  approbation,  he  wiflicd  it  to  be 
unknown  till  he  had  received  Fanny's 
heart,  and  engaged  my  confent ;  which 
he  alfo  feared  would  not  be  given,  if  I 
knew  how  much  he  was  her  fuperior, 
and  that  his  own  family  would  not  ap« 
prove  of  the  alliance. 

*' And 
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"  And  how/'  cried  I,  "  did  you  fup. 
pofc  you  fliould  gain  my  confent,  with- 
out my  knowing  who  or  what  you 
were?" 

"  Perhaps/'  added  he  much  confufed, 
*^  if  I  found  you  inexorable^  I  might 
have  prevailed  on  her  to  elope  with  me 
toScoiland;  and,  when  it  was  beyond  the 
power  of  fate  to  feparate  us,  all  might 
have  been  well ;  neither  you  nor  my  fa- 
Acr  would  have  refufed  to  pardon  us/' 

*'  This,'*  returned  I,  "  was  a  poor  de- 
pcndancc,  and  a  ftrange  plan/*  I  then 
told  him,  he  muft  never  fee  Fanny 
^in ;  for,  to  you  I  will  confcfs,  I  was 
very  certain,  from  what  he  faid  of  his 
own  ftation  in  life,  and  the  confufion 

with 
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.with  which  he  aafwercd  my  laft'-qocflloDy 
that  he  never  intended  to  inarry  her  at  alL 

^^  My  fifter  fimply  cook  his  part  on  this 
occafion^  and  petitioned  for  my  confent, 
which  I  would  have  rdEufed.  could  they  ; 
have  been  even  married  in  my  prefenceS'  |! 
for  I  knew  too  well  the  general  confer  i 
quences  of  unequal  marriages^  todooa^ 
her  for  ever  to  contempt^  and  pcilu^^ 
mifery^  even  if  I  could  have  fubmitfipit 
to  join  with  him  in  deceiving  his  fi^ltey 
He  left  the  houfe  in  a  rage^  and  the 
poor  girl  fell  into  fits.    They  all   re* 
proached  me  with  cnielty,  for  they  knew 
not  the  reafon  I  had  for  fuppofing  he  ,« 
meant  to  betray  her. 

"In  the  courfe  of  the  evening  I  went  to 

Dorchcfter, 
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Dorchefter,  and  accidentally  difcovcred 
a  carriage  had  been  ordered  to  be  ready 
near  the  village,  at  feven  this  even- 
ing. Sufpefting  but  too  juftly  for  what 
purpofc,  I  determined,  without  giving 
them  reafon  to  fufpeft  my  intention,  to 
take  her  away  this  morning,  and  thus 
prevent  their  elopement.  What  I  had 
thus  far  fuccefsfuUy  accomplifhed,  you 
have  in  a  moment  thoughtlefsly  de- 


Mr.  Thornborough  felt  all  the  force 
of  this  reproof,  and  expreffed  his  ex- 
^cme  for  row  for  the  part  he  had  taken, 
but  promifed  to  omit  no  exertion  to  re- 
cover the  fugitive. 

They  had  travelled  a  few  miles  be- 

yond 
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jond  Henley*  wheA^  they  met  Hutt  apU 
riage  returning  empty  i  and  on  eaquirf 
learned  from  the  poftilliony  he  had  mff ' 
a  poft-chaife  and  four  widi  a  gmrlfniji 
in  it ;  that  they  (hould  hsVc  pafibd-flidl 
other*  but  the  young  Iady(creaimd>ocM^ 
and  the  gentleman,  inflaudy  alii^tiDg^ 
put  her  into  his  own  chaife,  uiAfjpmpag 
him  the  extent  of  his  demand*  defired 
he  would  not  return  to  Henley  for  fome 
time*  but  flay  and  reft  his  horfes ;  and 
this  he  had  complied  with,  therefore  con- 
cluded they  were  many  miles  on  their 
journey. 

Mr.  Thornborough  and  his  compa* 
nion  then  delired  to  know  which  road 
the  carriage  had  taken  :  but  the  man  re- 
plied he  could  not  tell*  except  that  they 

went 
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went  on  towards  Oxford ;  and  perfifted 
in  this  fo  conftanily,  though  Mn  Thorn- 
borough  offered  him  a  Lrge  bribe  for 
fcuthcr  intelligence,  that  they  could  not 
doubt  but  that  he  had  fpokeii  the  truth. 
After  various  plans,  they  at  length  agreed 
to  go  on  to  Mr.  Collet's  ;  and,  if  they 
could  not  inform  them  with  fbme  de* 
gree  of  certainty,  which  it  was  very  pro- 
bable they  might,  as  they  had  fo  much 
befriended  the  young  man,  they  would 
part,  and  each  take  a  feparatc  road;  our 
heropromifing,  if  he  was  fo  fortunate  as 
to  find  her,  to  bring  her  fafe  to  her  fa- 
Acr  in  town. 

On  their  arrival  at  the  farm-houfe, 
Mrs.  Collet  cried  and  fcolded  alter- 
nately. At  laft  they  gathered  from  her 

that  ^ 
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that  the  young  man  bad  fee  out  in  pu 
fuit  of  Fanny  Wilfoni  the  inftant  ] 
learned  her  father  had  taken  her  to  Loi 
don.  She  feverely  reproached  her  bn 
ther  for  his  barbarity ;  nor  could  all  I 
faid  convince  her  of  the  duplicity  of  M 
Waters's  conduft^  or  that  there  was  ao 
reafon  to  fear  his  honour.  Very  iittl 
fatisfied,  they  went  together  to  Dorchei 
ter;  and  finding,  on  the  ftridleft  er 
quiriesy  no  carriage  had  pafled  that  an 
fwered  their  dcfcription,  they  determine 
to  crofs  Shillingford-bridge :  there  the 
were  informed  a  gentleman  and  lady  i 
a  chaife  and  four  were  gone  toward 
Reading,  They  followed  with  die  ut 
moft  expedition,  traced  them  througl 
Wallingford ;  but,  on  their  arrival  a 
Reading,  found  the  chaife  had   gon< 

througl 
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through  the  lad  turnpike  empty  :  and  it 
being  too  late  to  profecute  their  enqui- 
ries that  night,  they  gave  up  their  fearch, 
though  unwillingly;  and  endeavoured 
to  procure  that  reft  they  both  flood  in 
fo  much  need  of. 


Vol.  L 


CHAP. 


i 
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CHAP.     VIIL 


Our  hero   had  learned  from  Mri 

Wilfon  during  the  journey,  to  his  in- 
finite furprizc,  that  the  young  man's 
name  was  Fennel :  and  fuppofinghim  to 
be  one  of  the  family  from  which  he 
had  fo  lately  parted,  he  endeavoured  to 
leflen  the  diflradlcd  father's  fcruples,  by 
alluring  him  that,  if  his  fufpicions  were 
right,  the  Fennels*  family  were  not  fo 
very  great,  as  to  be  at  all  injured  by  his 
alliance;  and  that,  fliould  they  be  fo  for- 
tunate as  to  find  the  fugitives,  he  would, 
with  his  permiffion,  ufe  fuch  arguments 
as  he  doubted  not  would  induce  young 
^^  Fennel 
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Fennel  to  marry  her  inftantly ;  and  as 
the  poor  girl  was  really  attached  to  him, 
imd  had  been  fo  long  in  his  power,  he 
thought  it  the  befl:  method  they  could 
puifue,  to  make  all  parties  happy,  and 
iave  her  reputation,  which  this  elope- 
ment muft  unavoidably  injure :  and  to 
tkis  propofal   the  old  man  gladly  af- 
fenced. 

The  next  morning  their  fearch  was 
renewed ;  when,  on  the  road  to  New- 
bury, they  met  Harry  Fennel  (for  it 
was  really  him)  on  horfeback  :  they  in- 
ftantly flopped  him ;  and  it  would  be 
difficujit  to  fay  which  he  was  mod 
alhamed  to  fee,  the  injured  father,  or 
Mr.  Thornborough  ;  for  he  was  confci- 
ous  in  how  defpicable  a  Tight  he  muft  ap- 
G  2  pear. 
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pear.  The  latter^  however,  took  ho 
notice  of  that  tranfaftion ;  indeed  he^ 
at  this  time,  fcarcely  remembered  it^ 
fo  anxious  was  he  to  repair  theittjuiy 
he  had  thoughtlefsly  committed,  that  it 
wholly  occupied  his  thoughts* 

When   young  Fennel  had  coh&fled 

where  Fanny  Wilfon  was,  and  had 
turned  his  horfe's  head  to  conduft  them 
to  the  fpot;  our  hero  addrefled  him,  and 
begged  to  fpeak  a  few  words  to  him 
alone :  they  rode  on,  therefore,  a  little 
way  before  the  father;  and  he  alked  him 
what  his  intentions  were  with  refpeft  to 
mifs  Wilfon. 

Fennel  hefitated.    At  laft,  "I  love 
the  girl,"  faid  he ;   "  but  how  can  I 

marry 
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marry  her?  She  has  at  prefent  nothing, 
nor  would  my  father  forgive  fuch  a  con* 
nexion:  and,  if  he  did,  what  he  could 
do  for  me  at  prefent  would  not  provide 
for  us.  I  mean  to  take  orders,  as  you 
know ;  and  if  I  could  obtain  the  pro- 
mife  of  a  fmall  living,  why,  perhaps,  I 
might  marry  her/* 

Mr.  Thornborough  had  feveral  in 
his  gift,  befides  good  intereft,  which 
Fennel  knew  well  enough ;  but  he  faw 
through  the  meaning  of  diis  fpeech, 
and  inllantly  replied  : 

*^  As  to  promifing  you  a  living,  Mr. 

Fennel,  or  endeavouring  to  obtain  one 

for  you,  my  principles  would  not  let 

me.    I  have  too  high  an  idea  of  the 

G  3  duties 

i 
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duties  of  a  parifh  pried,  voluntarily  td 
bellow  that  ofHcc  on  one  who  is  HOC 
(pardon  me}  at  all  calcullted  for  iu 
As  to  your  (aying,  "  perhaps  you  might 
marry  the  girl  ;"  the  girl,  as  you  call 
her,  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  much 
happier  without  you.  But  as  Ihc  is 
(imply  attached,  and  my  officious  folly 
has  thrown  her  in  your  power,  frofll 
which  her  reputation  may  fuffcr,  I  wUh 
to  fee  you  united  :  and,  as  I  ought  to 
pay  for  my  interpofition,  I  will  give  you 
with  her  a  promiflbry  note  for  five  hun- 
dred pounds  ;  which,  with  what  her  fa- 
ther can  add  at  prefent,  and  what  her 
aunt  may  leave  at  her  death,  will  alto- 
gedier  make  her  as  good  a  fortune  as 
you  have  ever  any  right  to  expeft.  And 
ferther,   if  you   behave  to  her  with  Aat 

tender- 
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leudcmefs  which  her  afTedion  undoubt* 
edly  dcfcrvcs,  and  will  give  up  your 
plaoi!^ caking  orders  (and  you  can  have 
TCTjr  little  hopes  of  church  preferment), 
Twill  life  all  my  intereft  to  procure  you 
^  place^  that  may  maintain  you  both 
cooifortably.  If  you  agree  to  this  prb- 
polalj  I  will  venture  to  enfure  her  fa« 
ther's  confent,  and  your  own  cannot 
ol^  to  it :  if  not,  mifs  Wilfon  will 
mum  diredly  to  Ijondon^  and  you  will 
acvcr  fee  her  again." 

Harry  Fennel  did  not  helitate  a  mo- 
ment, but  thanked  Mr.  Thornboroug^ 
^ith  unfeigned  gratitude.    Mr.  Wilfon 
j^lly  affented ;   and,  when  they  ar- 
rived at  the  cottage  where  Fanny  had 
been  left,    her  tears  were  changed  to 
G  4  fmiles 
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duties  of  a  parifh  pntBLp  jfolulittmlfyii  to 
beftow  that  office  oo  one^wlMjtisyttoc 
(pardon  me)  ac  all  icai<adtt^'^|bi£|(. 
As  to  your  faying,  <'  perbfipi  you^fl^V^ 
marry  the  girl ;''  the  girl,  as.yoffj.jp^^ 
her,  would,  in  my  opinion^^  \^.  Vj^l^ 
happier  without  you..  But  fis  flie  is 
fimply  attached,  and  my  qfficiou8.fidlv 
has  thrown  her  in  your  power,  fiom 
which  her  reputation  may  fuffer,  I  wi(h 
to  fee  you  united  :  and,  as  I  ought  to 
pay  for  my  interpofition,  I  will  give  yoti 
with  her  a  promifTory  note  for  five  hun- 
dred pounds ;  which,  with  what  her  fa- 
ther can  add  at  prefent,  and  what  her 
aunt-mayleave  at  her  death,  will  alto* 
gether  make  her  as  good  a  fortune  as 
you  have  ever  any  right  to  expeft.  And 
£mber,  if  you  behave  to  her  with  that 

tender- 
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icnderdefs  which  her  affedion  undoubt- 
edly dcfcrvcs,  and  will  give  up  your 
plan  <>f  caking  orders  (and  you  can  have 
Tcry  Iktie  hopes  of  church  preferment), 
I  will  xife  all  my  intcreft  to  procure  you 
fbme  place^  chat  may  maintain  you  both 
comforubly.  If  you  agree  to  this  prb- 
po(al^  I  will  venture  to  enfure  her  fa* 
tbei^s  confeot^  and  your  own  cannot 
objcft  to  it :  if  not,  mifs  Wilfon  will 
return  dire&ly  to  L^ndon^  and  you  will 
never  (ce  her  zffin.'[ 

Harry  Fennel  did  not  helitate  a  mo- 
ment^  but  thanked  Mr.  Thornborough 
with  unfeigned  gratitude.  Mr.  Wilfon 
joyfully  aflented;  and,  when  they  ar- 
rived at  the  cottage  where  Fanny  had 
been  left,  her  tears  were  changed  to 
G  4  fmiles 
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fmiles  on  this  happy  turn  of  fortune.* 
She  had  bitterly  lamented  her  indifcre^ 
tion ;  but  now  feeing  only  the  fair  fide 
of  the  profpe6t»  (he  rejoiced  at  the  event 
which  had  before  added  to  her  diftrefs^ 
by  filling  her  mind  with  the  moft  poig- 
nant  felf  reproaches.  .,^    . 


This  now  happy  party  returned  to 
Mrs.  Collet's,  where  Fann  y  was  to  re* 
main  till  her  marriage,  which  was  to 
take  place  in  a  few  days.  Our  hero 
wrote  to  Mr.  Fennel  fenior,  telling 
him'  that,  as  he  had  been  unhappily  the 
mearis  of  depriving  one  of  his  family  of 
a  hulband,  he  hoped  he  (hould  now' 
atone  for  it  by  providing  another  with 
a  wife.  He  advifed  him,  as  a  friend,  to 
make  no  objcdlion  to  a  match,  which, 

how- 
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however  unequal  it  might  appear  at  pre* 
fcnt,  would  certainly  be  a  very  eligible 
one;  and  was^  on  the  part  of  his  fon^  only 
the  coniequence  of  his  paft  foUy^  and  a 
reparation  he  owed  a  thoughclefs  young 
woman^  wbofe  happinefs  had  been  in« 
jured^  and  whofe  reputation  wounded^ 
by  their  imprudent  attachment.  He 
concluded  his  letter  by  repeating  his 
promife  of  providing  for  them;  a  para- 
graph which  had  more  weight  with  the 
bdxtr  than  the  three  pages  of  morality 
which  preceded  \t,  and  contributed 
more  to  fubdue  the  refentment  and  con* 
ccm  the  firft  news  of  this  marriage  had 
raifed  in  his  bread.  Mr,  Thornborough 
ft^  to  the  wedding,  and  aded  as  father 
to  the  bride ;  but  immediately  after  left 
them,  having  received  the  thanks  of  the 
G  5  whole  i 
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whole  party  for  bis  generovs  and'tfttlrc 
behaviour.  ■  ■;'   -l^  .-.^  ^:x.i 

The  fpiric  of  Benevolent  QsURqCJi^ 
with  which  he  fet  outfirom  Tj^iombor^^ 
Abbey^  had  been  dampedj  |)iqvBl):,|pf|l 
exdoguiflied,  by  this  advei«ui«fc;$9iJt)|B 
courfe  of  whichj  he  had  ezptri^ietfl 
more  vexation^  fatigue^  ihame^  and 
difappointment,  than  he  had  ever  fuf* 
fered  before  in  his  whole  life.  He  had 
promifed  his  intereft  to  a  man^  of  whom 
he  had  not  the  leafl  opinion ;  and  had 
given  him  five  hundred  pounds,  when 
he  firmly  believed  he  had  not  principle 
enough  to  make  her  happy  for  whom 
this  gift  was  intended.  Yetj  upon  a 
thorough  retrofpcdt  of  the  whole,  he 
could  in  no  one  particular  accufe  himfelf 
6  of 
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of  having  a  ?led  from  any  motives  but 
fuch  as  do  honour  to  the  human  heart ; 
and,  a  little  confoled  by  a  felf-approving 
confcience,  he  determined  to  a6t  in  fu- 
ture with  more  caution.  The  experi- 
ence he  had  now  gained,  taught  him 
that  he  might  be  deceived  by  innocence 
itfelf^  and  that  he  mud  not  always  judge 
by  appearances.  How  far  he  adhered 
to  this  rule^  will  be  feen  in  the  following 
pages- 


G6  CHAP- 
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CHAP.     IX. 

Our  hero  arrived  in  town  early  in 
the  evening ;  and,  having  fecured  a  gooA 
lodging  in  Cecil  ftreet,  he  began  to  con- 
fider  what  bufinefs  he  had  in  London, 
and  how  he  fhould  make  his  entree  into 
that  world,  to  which  he  was  hitherto  a 
ftranger.  He  had  not  a  fingle  acquaint- 
ance in  Lx)ndon,  except  Mr.  Conway, 
then  member  of  parliament  for  a  bo- 
rough where  Mr.  Thornborough  had 
confiderable  influence ;  he  thought  him- 
fclf,  therefore,  tolerably  certain  of  a 
favourable  reception  from  liim. 

Unufcd 
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Unufed  to  the  fafhionable  hours,  he 

paid  his  vifit  fo  early,  that  being  by 

miflake  Ihewn  into  the  room  where  Mrs. 

and  die  Mifs  Conways  were  fitting,  they 

fuppoied  him  to  be  a  perfon  on  bufinefs 

to  Mr.  Conway ;  and  received  him  with 

alund  of  imperious  civility,  to  which  he 

vas  wholly  unaccuftomed.    They  had  fo 

frequently  feen  men   of  ton  who  had 

nothing  of  elegance  or   dignity  about 

them,  that  it  is  not  fo  wonderful  they 

might  fuppofe  Mr.  Thornborough  (as 

both  were  confpicuous  in  him)  was  not 

of  that  defcription ;  particularly  as  his 

dreis,  from  being  in  mourning,  had  none 

of  the  &ihionable  eccentricities, 

"  Pray,'*  faid  Mrs.  Conway  to  the 

fervant, 

d 
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fervant^  ^'  why  wis  hoc  dus 
(hewa  into  the  parlour  f^  ^ 


Villi 


<<  My  mafter  is  diere  capigBdi^liiiri^ 
finefsy  madam,''  replied  the  mtau  ommi 

'<  Then  let  him  know  that  MB322flL' 
your  name,  fir,  if  you  pleafe  J*^'  i-  ^  >> 

<^  I  have  already  given  it  to  the  fer- 
vant/'  replied  Mr.  Thoraborough,  with 
an  air  of  more  haughtinefs  than  he 
ufually  aflumed. 

The  ladies  of  this  family  were  hi^ 
fpirited  and  ezpenfive:  from  running 
into  every  fa(hionable  excefs,  they  had 
involved  Mr,  Conway's  fortune  fb  much, 
that  he  now,  as  his  lad  refource,  looked 

forward 
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focward  with  the  hope  of  a  place  from 
government;  and,  for  this  reafon,  he 
always  voted  with  the  minifter,  let  him 
be  who  he  would :  and,  as  his  feat  in  par- 
liament was  of  the  utmoft  confequence 
to  him,  he  behaved  to  all  thofe  whofe 
intereft  he  wiQied  for,  with  a  degree  of 
fervility  bordering  on  meannefss  and 
this  frequently  made  thofe  who  were 
really  his  inferiors  treat  him  with  an 
impertinent  freedom,  which  little  minds 
are  apt  to  aflume  when  they  can  do  it 
with  impunity*  Mrs.  Conway  had  too 
much  arrogance  in  her  compofition,  ever 
to  follow  her  hulband's  example :  in  fad, 
dreading  the  efiefts  of  his  condefcenflon, 
flie  always  behaved  in  the  oppofite  ex- 

cfcme;  and  now  continued  talking  to 

her 

A 
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her   daughters  on  their  engagement 
whilft  our  hero  (at  by  unnoticed. 

Mr.  Conway^  oq  bk  entrance^  made 
ten  choufdnd  apologies  for  having  been 
unfortunately  detained  fo  many  minutes 
from  the  pleaTure  of  waiting  on  htm, 
*«  How  long,  my  dear  Sir/'  continued 
he,  *^  have  you  been  m  town  ?  I  fhould^ 
have  waited  on  you,  mod  afluredly^  hs^ 
I  known  you  were  here.    How  did  you 
leave  our  friends  in  Berklhire  ?  all  well^ 
I  hope?  You  are  now  come  to  make  (bme 
flay  in  London,  moft  undoubtedly*     I 
truft  you  will  give  us  as  much  of  your 
time  as  you  can  fpare  from  your  other ' 
friends;  and  (hew  me  your  good  inten- 
tions, by  taking  a  family  dinner  with 
us   to-day,    and  accompanying   Mrs. 

and 
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and  the  mifs  Conways  to  the  play  this 
evening/' 

Here  his  breath  being  quite  gone,  from 
the  volubility  of  his  fpeech,  our  hero 
would  have  had  an  opportunity  of  an« 
fwcxing  fome  of  his  numerous  queftions^ 
had  he  not  been  interrupted  by  Mrs. 
Conway,  who  knew  her  hufband's  ufual 
method  and  his  fuper^abundant  civili* 
tics  too  well  (which  were  beftowed 
equally  on  all  who  could  ferve  him,  be 
their  rank  or  fortune  what  it  would)  to 
imagine,  from  this  addrefs,  our  hero  of 
greater  confequence  than  (he  had  at  firft 
fuppofed  him ;  therefore,  with  a  flight 
inclination  of  the  head,  fhe  replied  : 

**  We  Ihall  be  glad  of  the  gentleman^s 

com- 
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company  aaother  cUy  t  ^vi 
Conwty.  we  are  to-iiig|||t  n&gfi^.n^ 
the duchcfs of  C— ,  andla^y If^f^ 

'<  WeU,  well,''  lepUed  Ur^q^mmf 
haftily,  ^<  ladies  iniift  ibim.  j^^if^  <^ 
engagements ;  but,  my.fpqdS^ff^  fdP 
will,  Ihope^  accompany  flaet^lP^ggil^ 
to  dinner  at  the— — »UTeni,  whem  I 
ihall  have  die  j^eafure  of  introdudng^yoii 
to  the  moft  elegant  and  (ekft  circle^ 
perhaps,  in  the  kingdom/' 

Mrs.  Conway  ftarted ;  and  now  began 
to  imagine  Mr.  Thornborough  was  of 
fome  confequence,  as  her  hufband  would 
not  othcrwifc  have  promifed  him  an  in* 
troduftion  to  a  fet  of  gentlemen»  who 
were  greatly  his  own  fuperiors  1  and  felt 

fome 
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I      fome  regret  at  her  paft  behaviour :  and 
!      her  opinion  was  ftrcngthened,  when  Mr. 
Conway  continued — 

*'  Weil,  fir,  now  you  are  of  age,  you 
will  become  one  of  us,  I  fuppofe  ?  But 
the  county,  I  ukc  it,  will  be  your  ob- 
jeft ;  and,  as  you  have  now  fuch  excen- 
fire  property  in  it,  I  do  not  know  where 
they  could  chufe  a  worthier  reprefenta* 
dvc/' 

Our  hero  replied,  *^  he  had  no  intention 
of  offering  himfelf  a  candidate  either  for 
the  county,  or  any  borough  in  it ;  though 
bis  vote  and  intereft  would  be  always,  he 
believed,  on  the  fide  of  the  prefent  mi- 
xuiler,  whilft  he  continued  to  behave 
with  that  reditude  and  difintereftednefs 

which 
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which  had   hitherto    marked   his   cha- 
rader.'* 


"  Ah,  fir,  you  are  pcrfeftly  right'; 
I  always  vote  on  that  fide  :  yes,  yes,  I 
fee  you  are  a  clever  young  man.  Bur, 
fir,  in  my  joy  at  feeing  you  again,  ]^ 
pofitively  quite  forgot  Mrs*  Conwa][ 
bad  never  that  honour  before.  Sil^-^^ 
Mrs.  Conway,  and  the  mi(s  Conway% 
My  dear — Mr.Thornborough,  of  Thorn* 
borough  Abbey/* 

This  fpeech  a(5ted  like  magic  on  the 
whole  party,  for  they  had  all  heard  of 
Mr.  Thornborough,  and  his  great  eftate. 
The  young  ladies  held  up  their  heads;  and 
the  mother,  with  a  bow  and  fmile,  faid 
(he  hoped  to  have  the  honour  of  fee- 
ing 
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iftg  him  frequently ;  and  aflured  him,  if 
Ihe  had  behaved  with  inattention,  it  was 
entirely  to  be  attributed  to  her  not  know- 
ing who  he  was.    And,  in  return,  he  af- 
fiircd  her  he  believed  that  was  really  the 
rcafon.     He  fpoke   with   an   emphafis 
which,  however,  (he  did  not  think  pro- 
per to  take  in  the  ii^ht  he  intended,  but 
iflftantly  preffed  him  to  dine  that  day^ 
Thb,  however,  he  refolutely  rcfufed,  and 
was  almofl  going  to  plead  an  engage- 
ment for  the  next :  but  recoUefting  Mr. 
Conway  at  lead  had  not  offended  him ; 
and  that  if  he  waited  to  meet  with  thofe 
who  confidered  the  merits  of  their  ac- 
quaintance only,  and  paid  no  refped  to 
lank  or  fortune,    he  muft  live  wholly 
widiout  fociety— he  determined  to  accept 
it;  and  Mr*  Conway  appointed  the  hour 
5  when 
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when  he  wooM  take  htm  tip;^    A^*^!? 
Iktie  more  general  convdikcioifijwtt'fey*' 
took  kare,  and  left  the  yiAMi  Attflf^ 
deeply  uiTolred  in  regitc  and '^toiifiil^ 

fion.  "  '•  '  J-'^^ 

^<  It  was  very  ftrange  he  whI 
tell  roe  his  name,'*  faid  the  todff^^ 
the  door  was  (hut;  ^^  I  (houldthen  hate 
known  how  to  behave:  but,  Lucy,  yoit 
was  abfolutely  rude  to  him," 

•«  I  am  furc,  mamma/'  replied  Lucy, 
^<  it  was  your  fault  originally;  for  had  I 
conceived  it  poffible  fat  him  to  be  a  nttir 
d  fi^ion,  1  flibuld  have  turned  tof^ 
daasp  and  made  room  fer  him  l^  thc> 
fice;  but  you  behaved  fo  odd,  I  thoughc 
I  (hoaid  fbfiow  your  example/' 

<f  For 


r 
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*'  For  my  part/'  faid  mifs  Conway, 
*' I  thought  it  had  been  one  of  my  papa's 
country  voter  ,  fo  I  never  looked  at  him 
at  all  till  I  was  told  his  name :  and,  if  I 
Iiad,  I  (hould  not  have  giiefled  him  to 
be  Mr.  Thornborough ;  for  I  had  always 
heard  he  was  a  poor  ftupid  thing,  auk- 
\vand,  baflifulj  and  unfaftiionable;  but 
this  is   an    elegant    irrefiftrble   young 


nun." 


*'  You  obferved  hiin  then,  I  find,  very 
attentively,  Charlotte,"  (aid  mifs  Lucy, 
^  when  you  did  look  at  him ;  for  my 
jwt,  1  thought  him  not  worth  a  fingic 
glance.  Lady  Sufan  Fermor  told  me 
hil  week,  fpeaking  of  his  brother's  death, 
that  it  was  ten  thonfand  pities  fo  fine  an 
cftatc  fhoukl  .g9  to  one  who  knew  fo 

litde  J 
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little  how  to  mAke  a  figure  with  U  iS 
WilUnn  Thoniborou^i^  who  had  been 
'bfcd  ap  by  ani  old  utide  among  dried 
batSj  preferved  beetles^  Utd  pickled 
frorpiona."  p       ^     '    ' 

"Lady  Sufan/*  interrupted  Mr, Con- 
#a]r,  who  re-entered  the  room  juft  rime 
enough  to  hear  the  laft  fpeech^  ^*  would 
give  half  her  fortune  for  the  certainty  of 
changing  her  name  to  Thornborought 
let  her  fay  what  (he  will.  But  you  ladies 
have  now  no  chance  of  making  an  im- 
predion  on  his  heart ;  he  isj  I  can  (e^ 
thoroughly  difpleafedj  and  you  muft  take 
the  confcquences  of  your  own  folly.** 

Whilft  the  ladies  were  difputing  who 
was  moft  to  blame  in  this  affair^  our  herOj 

as 
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a»  he  walked  penfively  along,  much 
<Ulc<Miceited  at  his  reception  from  the 
ficmale  part  of  the  fiimilj  he  had  juft 
quktedj  began  ferioufly  to  coniader  the 
caufe.  Few  young  men  had  fo  Iktle 
vanity;  yet  he  could  not  avoid  feeing 
be  was  fiir  fuperior  to  many  who  were 
yet  more  £ivoured  by  the  world,  and  had 
almoft  as  many  advantages  as  the  excel- 
lent model  he  wilhed  to  copy — Sir 
Charles  Grandifon. 

But  Sir  Charles,' exclaimed  he  men- 
tally, as  he  entered  his  apartment,  and 
feated  himfelf  by  his  folitary  fire,  bad  a 
fiunily,  a  houfe,  and  an  eilabliihment : 
thofc  who  moft  refpcfted  his  virtues, 
were  perhaps  firft  attrafted  by  his  ap- 
pearance ;  whilft  I  am  unknown,  uncon- 
nefted,  and  unefteemed.    He  then  de- 

VoL.  h  |i  termined*^ 
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cermined  to  write  inflbmtly  to  itlifteif<M:d» 
to  fend  bim  up  bis  carriage  ziA  fS^rmf^^ 
and  refolvedi  in.  the  intetitfi  tor  Jook.in^ 
for  a  ready-furniflied  hou(e>  and  Ute^UL 

But  this  refolution  was  fcarcely  fimied. 
when  he  aiked  himfelf  if  it  was  cofififlH' 

ent  with  the  plan  of  benevolence  he  had 
formed ;  and  how^  amidft  the  diffipatipn 
of  the  gay  world,  he  could  meet  with 
thofe  objefts  of  diftrefs  he  fo  much 
wiflied  to  relieve.  The  enthuiiafm  which, 
his  late  adventure  had  banifhed,  now  re* 
turned  upcn  his  mind  with  double  force  ;« 
and  he  found  in  it  a  confolation  and  re- 
lief from  the  infupportable  fatigue  of 
£i(hionable  life^  and  the  extreme  miipi- 
dity  of  £i(hionable  converfation^  whicb 

ht 
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iehad  formed  his  idea  of  from  the  Con- 
^ys,  who  certainly  were  not  calculated 
toprcpoffefs  him  in  its  favour.    This 
again  altered  his  plan,  and  he  refolved 
to  ftay  in  London  a  fortnight  or  three 
^ccks;   then  take  a  journey — perhaps 
return  to  Thornborough  Abbey,  and  rc- 
vifit  the  capital  with  Mr«  Fitzwilliam, 
under  whofe  patronage  he  thought  it  pof- 
fibJe  he  might  be  introduced  to  fomerea- 
fonable  and  pleafant  fociety  ;  and,  fixed 
on  this,  he  retired  to  reft,  after  having 
fpent  the  remainder  of  the  day  in  alter- 
nately revolving  thefe  fchemes  in  his 
mind. 


H2  CHAP.J 
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CHAP.    X.  -v/ 

I- 

xxE  rofe  early  the  next  mamingi  lad 
amufed  himfelf  by  waIlubgllihHi|^i^l^ 
of  the  new  ftreets,  to  which  lUe^'ii^'iL 
ftranger^  till  it  was  time  to  drefs.  Soofi 
after  the  time  appointed^  Mr.  Conway 
called  in  his  chariot^  and  conveyed  him 
to  the  — —  tavern,  where  the  greateft 
part  of  the  company  were  already  af- 
fembled  when  our  hero  was  introduced. 
He  was  received  with  the  utmoft  atten- 
tion and  politenefs;  and  many  of  the 
|;endemen9  in  the  courfe  of  the  day,  ex* 
prefled  a  wifli  that  his  day  in  London 
.  would  permit  him  to  attend  their  meet- 
ing 
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ing  regularly.     He  thanked  them,  but 
was  by  no  means  inclined  to  join  his 
viftcs  to  theirs,  as  the  general  ftyle  of 
Acir  converfation  was  wholly  unfuitable 
to  him:  cards,  racing,  bets,  and  the  ge- 
i^ogies  of  horfes,  engrofled  it  almoft 
^tirely;  and  he  would  have  been  mod 
itfupportably  weary  but  for  the  atten- 
tions of  Sir  John  Molefworth,  who,  from 
^  firft  entrance^  had  attached  bimfelf 

Sir  John  was  a  man  of  good  fenfe,  and 
polite  learning ;  he  was  a  pleafant  poet, 
and  a  perfed  gentleman;  of  an  eafy  and 
cheerful  difpofidon  ;  had  a  large  family 
of  children,  and  two  or  three  girls  grown 
op.  Mr.  Thornborough  felt  pleafed  with 
bis  firanknefs ;  and  his  converfation  was, 
H  3  without 
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without  difpute,  fuperior  to  any  lie  had 
•  met, with  fmce  he  had  been  at  Beech 
Park.  They  parted  not  yifhout  a  JlEp^t 
mife  of  meeting  frequently^  an4  |4r* 
Thornborough  engaged  to  clip^  w,iy»  him 
the  next  day  in  Argyll  ftreeu  '     •^ 

Lady  Molefworth  had  beed  a  bau«)^ 
and  was  ftill  a  fine  woman ;  it  was  kCT 
perfon  which  won  the  a&ftkm  of  SSff 
John,  as  (he  had  not  the  leaft  fbraUM^ 
C'pon  uic  ucutii  Oi  Mcf  latnef,  wnicn  hap- 
pened about  eight  months  before  our 
hero's  introdudion  to  the  fEtmily,  her 
filter^  who  was  only  a  few  years  younger 
than  herfelf,  and  dill  unmarried^  was 
leff  totally  deftitute.  Sir  John  had  gQod- 
jj^jj^^^^uredly  defined  (he  would  accept  an 

afylum  V9^^^  ^^^^^  *  ^^  ^^^^  which  (he 

gladly 
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accepted.     But-  frota  various  cir- 
cumftances  it  proved  little  more  than  a 
fhdtcr,  excepting  that  (he  was  fupported 
atihcir  table ;  for  nothing  could  be  more 
pnplcafant  than  her  refidence  with  them. 
Sr  John  had  great  cafe  and  good  hu* 
Wour,  but  no  delicacy  of  fentiment ;  it 
v^isiiot  therefore. yifible  to  him  that  (be 
Was  upon  a  different  footing  from  the  reft 
of  the  family.    Lady  Molefworth  had 
alvays  a  command  of  money :  and  he 
could   not  doubt  but>  as  (he   bad   his 
penniffion,  her  fifter  received  the  bene- 
fits of  it  i  and  tliat  the  reclufe  way  in 
which  (he  lived  was  her  own  choice. 

But  here  he  was  miftaken  :  her  lady- 
ship fpcnt  fo  much  upon  herfelf  and 
daughters^  and  played  fo  high,  that  mifs 
H  4  Ellis 

i 
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Ellis  had  oo  advancagies  but  firimi  taut 
of  her  (M  clothes }  wKid^.witklicrtiwa 
(lock,  was  very  iorofficicfiG  forrh^tD  tp 
pear  in  a  proper  ftyle  as  bdf  Molrf* 
worth^s  fifter.  She  therefore  chofervW 
feclude  herfelf  as  much  as  poffil|pJe  j^^fugd 
only  came  into  company  .wfaeiis^^^)||p» 
pened  to  be  a  fmall  party :  and  this  kH^pS 
the  cafe  when  our  hero  dined  there^  he 
was  at  firfl:  very  much  perplexed  to  gueft 
who  that  lady  could  be,  to  whom  he  bad 
not  been  introduced^  as  he  was  to  the  reft 
of  the  family,  feparately — to  mifs  Mole{« 
worth,  mifs  Louifa^  and  mifs  Clemen« 
tina,  who  were  all  fine  (hewy  girls,thoug^ 
not  handfome. 

Mifs  Ellis  fat  at  the  lower  end  of  the 
table,  next  Sir  John;  who,  as  well  as 

her 


A      K  O  V  E   t»  I^j 

ladyfliip^  addrcfled  her  fometimes> 

^hen  tbcy  wUhed  her  to  carve  a  chicken, 

«r  help  the  faute.    Mr.  Thomborough 

"w»  phured  between  the  two  elded  ladies, 

"Hi^ho  kept  hini  fo  fully  in  converfation 

-mbouc  new  plays,  and  new  operas^  that 

le  had  no  opportunity  of  even  hearing 

the  name  by  which  this  forlorn  being 

was  cailedj  till  dinner  was  ended;  when 

lady  Molefworth  laid,  **  I   wiQi,  mifs 

Ellis,  you  would  order  the  children  to 

come  in/'     Mifs  Ellis  obeyed ;  and,  for 

fome  time,  our  hero  fancied  (lie  might 

be  the  governefs :  but  this  he  ftill  thought 

improbable ;  as,  in  that  cafe,  (he  would 

have  been  with  the  children- 

When  they  made  their  appearance, 
however,  all  his  doubts  were  removed. 


154     'I'HE  BEKETOLSyT  AJfiXOn  t 

by  the  youngeft  nmning  tip  tafiifit»  nit 
crying  out  in  a  loud  rcict,  *^  Ql^  ^dliiir 
aunt  Kitty,  how  came  you  to  |i|iTt 
mamma's  bonnet  on)'*  Th^poorladf 
blufhed  at  this  queftion^  and  avoidod  a 
direft  anfwer;  and  lady  Molefwocd^ 
calling  the  little  girl,  gave  her  a  box  dft 
the  ear,  and  told  her  to  leave  the  room. 


All  this  pafled  not  unnoticed  by  our 
hero ;  who,  though  he  pretended  to  be 
deeply  attending  to  mifs  Clementlnay 
could  not  help  hearing  the  whole ;  and 
guefled,  from  the  mother's  ungentle  re^ 
proof,  the  poor  child  had  only  fpoken  the 
truth ;  and  the  difguft  he  had  before  felt 
at  their  negle£t  of  the  lady^  was  conii* 
derably  heightened  when  he  found  in 
7  how 
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I20W  near  a  degree  of  relationfhip  (he 
ilood. 

The  bonnet  which  had  attrafted  the 

sutention  of  the  child^  was  indeed  im« 

£ular  enough;  it  was  one  ladyMoIef- 

^worth  had  for  her  mourning— the  gauze 

^was  dill  broad  hemmed — and  miis  Ellis, 

^ho(e  tafte  it  muft  be  owned  bordered  a 

litde  on  the  fantaftical^  had  intermixed 

laigebows  of  rofe-coloured  ribband  witb 

the  black  that  (till  remained;  and  this 

bad  a  worfe  efied  from  the  bonnet's  being 

feally  dirty. 

But  this  dtfcevery  had  an  effedb 
OQ  our  hero,  which  proved  him  not 
a  ,inan  of  fa(hion :  he  felt  deeply  in- 
tfmfted  for  mifs  Ellis;  and^  as  foon 
^  their  removal  into  the  drawing-room 
H  6^  gave 

i 
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gaTC.him  an  oppoitiiiut7»  lie  left  t 
young  ladiest  aod  placed  himfelf  bf  i 
aunt,  whofe  converiadon  was  ienfi 
and  pleafant,  and  would  have  bi 
lively  but  from  the  depreffion  of  ! 
fpirits.  Accuftomed  to  much«attent 
in  the  town  where  (he  had  lived  n 
her  father^  who  was  confidered  as  i 
of  the  firft  people  in  itj,  though 
place  was  only  fufficient  to  fupp 
his  family^  (he  was  the  more  fufop] 
ble  of  the  mortmcations  (he  now  i 
perienced ;  and  could  not  in  the  li 
imagine  why  Mr.  Thomborough^  wh 
confequence  (be  was  not  ignorant 
fliould  pay  her  fo  much  refpeft :  ] 
pleafed  and  animated  by  it,  (he  i 
played  in  the  courfe  of  the  evening 
mud^  good  fenfe,  and  boit  with  fi 

pati 
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pitient  mildnefs  the  flights  and  even 
tie  mdencft  (he  met  with,  that  cur 
Hero  began  to  meditate,  according  to 
hisufual  plan,  how  he  could  relieve 
Ear  from  this  cruel  date  of  depend'^ 
ancc 

The   young    ladies    were    very    10 
plcafed  with  his  behaviour ;  and  failed 
w,  to  (hew  it  by  fome  pointed,  and^ 
%  they  thought,  witty  farcafms  on  tlieir 
«unt;  thefe,  however;*  :had  a  very  diffe- 
rent effeA  from  what  they  intended ;  as 
they  ferved  only  to  prove  their  malice> 
and  her  good  humour*    When  he  took 
leave.  Sir  John  (who,  as  well  as  her 
ladyfliip^  had  his  eye  on  Um  for  one 
of  the  girls,    and  who  did  not  fear 
tfieir  aunt  could  poffibly  rival   them) 

V€l^ 
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'  very  obligingly  and  carneftly  prcffcd 
him  to  renew  his  vifits  frequently; 
and  this  he  more  readily  promifcd, 
from  haying  the  idea  of  a  fcheme  m 
his  head,  which  he  hoped  lime  and  a 
little  contrivance  might  accompUfh* 
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UN  his  ittum  to  his  lodgings^   pur 

bero  found  the  houfe  in  fome  little  con- 

&fion,  from  the  maid  fervant's  having 

^dentally  broke  one  of  the  windows 

in  bis  apartment,   in  fuch  a  manner, 

that  it  was  impoflible  for  him  to  ileep  in 

the  room ;  and  this  happening  too  late 

to  get  it  mended,  the  miftrefs,  with 

fluny  apologies  to  him,  and  many  re« 

proofe  to  the  girl,  begged  he  would 

excufe  being  for  that  night  removed  one 

ftory  higher.    As  this  was  a  matter  of 

no  confequence  to  him,    he  willingly 

afiented ;  and  accordingly,  when  it  was 

ready. 
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ready,  took  pofleffion  of  his  new  apart 
ment ;  but,  inftead  of  going  to  bed,  h 
fat  down  and  began  writing  to  Mi 
Harford. 

In  this  letter  he  defcribed  Mifs  EUi 
and  her  fituation ;  fpoke  of  her  xmAa 
(landing  and  manners  in  the  highd 
terms ;  and  faid^  as  he  was  anxious  t 
marry,  he  did  not  know  any  womai 
who  would  fo  probably  fuit  him ;  and 
from  the  obligations  (be  muft  feel  t 
any  one  who  would  take  her  fromi! 
terrible  a  ftate  of  dependance,  he  though 
there  was  little  doubt  of  her  making  ai 
obedient  wife.  He  expatiated  ver 
warmly  on  the  behaviour  (he  met  wkl 
from  the  (amily :  and  concluded  by  ad^ 
vifing  him  to  come  up  to  town,  when  h 

migh 
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might  have  an  opportunity  of  judging 
how  far  he  approved  of  this  recommen- 
dation, as  he  would  introduce  him  at 
the  baronet's;  though  he  afluredhim, 
on  his  honour,  he  had  dropped  no  hint 
of  the  kind  J  either  to  the  lady  herfelf^ 
or  any.  part  of  the  family.  At  all  events 
he  begged  an  immediate  anfwer ;  as  no« 
thing  but  the  hope  of  promoting  the  hap- 
jHnefs  of  two  people  apparently  worthy 
of  each  other^  and  one  of  whom  he  had 
the  honour  of  calling  his  friend,  would 
have  power  to  detain  him  in  town  $  as 
he  was  already  weary  of  it,  and  wifhed 
to  return  to  the  country. 

Whilft  he  was  writing,  he  was  fre- 
quently difturbed  by  a  low  and  in- 
diftinft  murmur,    which    at    intervals 

broke 
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broke  upon  the  filence  of  the  iiight^  for 
the  family  had  all  been  quiet  feoic  jpite^ 
but,  jiift  as  he  was  feaKng  his  letta'i  iie 
was  alarmed  by  hearing  ibme  jidrtbttin 
the  next  chamber,  who  feemed  iblft 
agony  of  grief;  yet  (lifling,  as  it  were, 
the  fobs  which  they  could  not  fiilbdae. 
Shocked  at  this  found  of  grifff^.temft 
from  the  table,  and  went  CaklytOM 
door  which  opened  from  his  apartoient 
to  the  other,  but  was  locked  on  cbe  iar 
£c}e,  to  endeavour  to  learn,  if  poffible^ 
the  caufe  of  this  violent  agitation  :  but 
pbferving  a  light  through  one  of  the 
crevices,  and  confcious  of  the  integrity  of 
his  motive,  he  fcrupled  not  applying 
his  eyes  to  it ;  and  he  beheld  a  young 
girl  about  feventeen  fitting  at  a  bureau^ 
with  papers  fpread  before  her,  and  her 

bandker* 
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handkerchi^  at  her  eyes.  She  conti- 
nued weeping  fojc  a  few  minutes;  then^^ 
taking  up  a  letter,  (he  began  reading 
what  follows,  in  a  voice  loud  enough  for 
him  to  hear  every  word  diftindly  : 

**  Yes,  my  beloved  Emmelinda,  I 
feel  it  vain  and  ufelefs  to  ftruggle  any 
longer  with  the  cruelty  of  my  fate, 
which  has  placed  an  infuperable,  an 
unconquerable,  and  an  infurmountable 
bar  betwixt  me  and  the  (^tzi  cbjcft  cf 
my  affections.  I  behold  him  in  dreams, 
I  fee  his  fair  forni  in  fancied  fields  of 
fragrant  flowers.  Amiable  Albert !  thou 
art  ever  dear  to  thy  faithful  Laura,  and 
dear  thou  (halt  be  even  in  the  (hades. 
In  the  azure  regions  of  the  (ky  we  may 
meet,  though  this  terraqueous  globe  de- 
nies 
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nies  us  that  feUcity.^  C»i  AV^  V^  j 
haps  at  this  moment  df6i{^1iir^<iA}il^ 
OD  (ome  rock,  or  roUitfg'O&'Wd^nbiii  1 
low ;  yet,  however  peribusthyifitvMlbH  ; 
Ms  your   Laura  alone  that  'ragraBl^id 
your  thoughts:  and  in  this,  diacmib^^/; 
youth !  we  aflimilate  ;2for  now  whilft  1I0  ;'^ 
dagger  trembles  in  my  hand,  and  1  (aze 
with  avidity  the  inftrument  of  death,  to 
relieve  me  from  infupportable  afflidions, 
evm  now  I  repeat— My  heart  only  fig^ 
for  thee  1  and  (brinks  only  at  the  horror 
you  will   feel  when   you  hear  my  (ad 
fate,  if  you  Ihould  live  to  hear  it. 

"  Ah,  my  beloved  Emmelinda !  for- 
give the  wildnefs  of  my  expreflions  i  yet 
I  can  only  think  on  this  fubjei^.  His 
image  haunts  me  in  the  dark  (hades  of 

night. 
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night,  when  the  feeble  taper  faintly 
cmiis  a  dying  ray.  Adieu,  much  loved 
friend!  Whilft  the  lamp  druggies  in  the 
fockety  the  too  fenfible  and  too  fufcep- 
tibk  foul  of  your  Laura  flies  to  meet 
her  Albert  in  another  fphere/' 

Whilil  (he  was  reading  this  letter,  our 
httOy  who  was  (hocked  and  agitated  by 
the  intention  expre(red  in  it,  acciden* 
tally  preffing  the  door,  moved  it  fuffi* 
ciendy  to  (hake  a  gown  which  was  hang« 
iog  on  a  pin  on  the  other  fide.  When 
(be  had  fini(hed,  looking  up,  and  ob- 
fcrving  it  move,  her  fancy  was  fo  raifed, 
aod  her  mind  fo  imprefled  with  horror, 
that  (he  aAually  fuppofed  it  was  owing 
tofome  fupematural  power :  and  the  in* 

(lant 
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fiant  (he  had  laid  down  the  papeiv  gaviS  * 
loud  fcreatn ;  and  rifing  inftSntljr,  fl£#  td 
the  bed-fide.  This  adion  was  bbfenre^ 
by  Mr.  Thornborough ;  who  not  know- 
ing the  caujfe^  and  forgetting  he  cmld 
not  be  feen,  imagined  (he'haa  an  ideaoT 
fome  perfons  obferving  her,  and  S^IiImI 
they  would  endeavour  to  prevent  ncr 
from  putting  her  terrible  purpofe  in  exe- 
cution, and  therefore  flew  with  an  inten- 
tion of  haftening  it.  He  then  (hook  the 
door  with  a  violence  that  added  to  her 
terror  :  but  finding  the  lock  refilled  all 
his  efforts,  he  opened  the  door  of  his  own 
room,  and  attempted  that  of  hers  which 
led  to  the  ftair-cafe,  with  fuch  force, 
that  at  lall  it  yielded ;  but  not  till  her 
fcreams^  added  to  the  noift^  had  awak* 

cned 
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tntd  the  whole  family^  who  afTembled 
in  die  paflage  jufl  as  he  had  completed 
his  purpofe. 

.  He  inllandy  ran  into  the  room  :  and 
fcizing  both  her  hands^  led  or  rather 
dragged  the  poor  girl^  who  was  incapa- 
ble of  fpeakingy  amidft  the  family ;  and 
turmng  to  the  miftrefs  of  the  houfe^ 
begged  her  to  take  care  of  her:  and 
then  thanked  Heaven  for  permitting  him 
to  be  the  inftrument  of  faving  her  from, 
dcftmaion.  She  had  now  fainted  en- 
tirely ;  and  whilft  fome  of  the  people 
were  endeavouring  to  recover  her,  and 
nmning  for  drops^  others  attempted  to 
Icam  from  our  hero  the  caufe  of  all  this 
<:onfufion.     He  only  replied  by  beg- 

them  by  no  means  to  leave  her 

alone 
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ne  that  night ;  and  he  would  ezi^ain 
reafons^  and  the  caufe  of  this^  in  the 

rning. 


The  fa£l  was^  he  did  not  choofe  to 
ition  his  fufpicions  before  fo  many 
ple^  as  he  |feared  it  would   be  an 
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her  from  deftruftion.   She  anfwered,  (he 
believed  the   gentleman  was  either  out 
of  his  fenfes,  or  a  very  wicked  man  ;  for 
tbat^  as  to  pretending  he  had  faved  her 
from  any  thing,  it  was  a  joke ;  for  that 
nodiiog  had  frightened  her  at  all,  till  he 
attempted  to  break  open  the  door  which 
WIS  between  dieir  rooms ;  and  that  upon 
her  fcreaming,  which  (he  did  in  a  vio- 
lent manner,  he  ran  round  to  the  other 
door,  which,  having  a  (lighter  lock,  he 
Toon  broke  open;  with  what  intention 
he  could  only  tell.  Mrs.  Bennet  and  her 
hufband  now  turned  angrily  to  our  he- 
ro; who,  with  all  the  fortitude  of  inno- 
cence^ advanced,  and  prevented   their 
(peaking*  by  addreflii^  the  flill  trem* 
bling  girl  in  the  following  manner : 


Vol..   I.  I  ''  Happy, 
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**  Happy  as  I  have  hitherto  cc 
dcred  myfelf,  young  lady,  in  fa 
you  from  the  commiflion  of  an  a^ 
repentance  can  recall,  I  am  now  fli< 
cd  at  the  effrontery  with  which  you  c 
your  knowledge  of  the  caufe  of  m 
confefs)  abrupt  entrance  into  your  cli 
ber ;  frdhi  confidering  it  as  a  proof 
you  mean  only  to  delay  the  execu 
:|;  of  your  terrible  intention,  and  not  wl 

i{  give  it  up.    And  I  am   greatly  1 

j^  though  not  in  an  equal  degree,  at  ^ 

;i,i  afcribing  my  interference  to  motive 

:|-  wholly  different  from  thofe  which  n 

■Ir  aftuated  me.     And,  though  I  did 

.t^;  intend  to   make    them   public  at 

jj^  time,  yet,  in  my  own  juftification,  1 1 

.  ?  nnvv  lav  rhem  hefnre.  the  rnmnanv.'* 
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The  ^r  girl  flood  ^haft  at  an  ac- 

cdation  (he  did  not  in  the  lead  comprd* 

bend :  but  declaring  (he  could  not  inu* 

gioe  what  he  meant^  defired  he  would 

inftantly  explain  himfelf;  which  he  was 

juft  going  to  do^  when  the  appearance 

of  an  old  gentlewoman  prevented  him* 

She  was  about  feventy  years  old  i  and 

with  the    afliflance  of  a  flick  and  a 

maid's  arm^  and  incited  by  curiofity,  (he 

had  juft  reached  the  top  of  the  flairs, 

wrapt  in  flannel  from  head  to  foot,  and 

a  long  black  filk  cloak  on,  with  the 

hood  up.     She  feated  herfelf  ona  trunk 

which  happened  to  be  in  the  pafTage ;  and 

throwing  back  the  hood  of  her  cloak, 

that  (he  might  the  better  fee  and  hear  all 

that  was  going  forward,  our  hero  no 

fi)oner  had  a  view  of  her  face,  than,  for- 

I  2  getting 
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getting  his  defence^  he  flew  towards  her, 
and  locked  her  in  his  arms,  to  the  utter 
aftonifhment  and  difoiay  of  the  whole 
aflembly. 

<4" 
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AH!  poor  gentleman,"  cried  Mrs. 
Bcnnct  foftly,  "  he  is  mad  to  be  fure ; 
fo  wc  need  not  enquire  any  farther  for 
tfcccaufeofthis  bu{\le."  But  when  flie 
obferved  the  old  lady  returned  his  em- 
brace with  equal  fervour,  Qie  mufl  have 
'niagined    the  frenzy   was    contagious, 
had  not  an  explanation  taken  place  in- 
ftantly. 


It  was,  in  faft,  no  other  ihan  the  very 

Mrs.   Mafon    who  was  Mr.  Trevors's 

houfe-keeper,  and  had  the  care  of  our 

hero  ia  his  infancy ;  and  who,  till  this 

1 3  unexpedfiii 
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nal,  and  he  was  really  i 
\i  \v;;s  no  wonJici*  their  i 
fions  of  fatisfaclion  fiiou 
company,  till  they  had 
ca'jfc. 


To  account  for  Mrs.  ^ 
appearance  here,  I  miift  in 

i  crs,  flie  had  left  London  u^ 

removal,  and  fettled  with 

Kit  luond  ;  and  had  come  up 

■  few  days  that  very  afternoc 

■  Mrs.  Benner,  who  was  her 
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ftory really  was;  for  the  maid  had  given 
licr  an  imperfeft  account  of  a  gentle- 
nun's  attempting  to  get  into  mifs  Dar- 
Jey's  apartment,  Mifs  Darley  was  a  kind 
of  ward  of  Mr.  Bennetts,  who  had  been 
vith  an  eminent  mantua-maker ;  but 
being  at  prefent  out  of  her  time,  (he  was 
%ingwith  them  till  (he  could  either 
fet  up  for  hcrfelf  in  fome  country  town, 
or  engage  as  a  journey -woman. 

When  Mrs.  Mafon  had  declared  her 
bowledge  of  Mr.  Thornborough^  and 
laid  (he  would  venture  her  life  upon  his 
not  being  guilty  of  an  improper  or  an 
impertinent  aCtion;  that  (he  was  fare 
there  muft  have  been  fome  fad  miftake, 
and  called  upon  him  to  clear  himfelf : 

1 4  He 
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He  then  once  more  began,  and  re- 
lated every  circumftance  as  they  ap- 
peared to  him  J  and  aflured  the  whole 
party,  upon  his  honour,  it  was  merely  to 
prevent  her  from  executing  the  terrible 
intention  he  had  fo  much  reafon  to  be- 
lieve (he  had  determined  upon,  from  her 
agitation,  as  well  as  from  the  letter  (he 
j^ad,  which  he  fuppofed  was  to  be  left 
for  fome  friend. 

Mrs.  Bennet  then  turned  to  mifs  Dar- 
Icy,  and  enquired  what  Mr.  Thornbo- 
rough   meant :  "   Is    it    true,   Nancy, 

that '* 

"  Oh  !  no,  indeed,"  cried  fhe,  haftily; 
**  the  gentleman  was  in  an  error  :  yet, 
T  cannot  wonder  at  his  miftake.**     She 

then 


K    O    V    £    L, 


'77 


thenconfeflcd,  that,  having  always  loved 
reading  and  writing  better  than  work- 
ing, (he  had,  whiift  with  her  late  mif- 
trcfs,  employed  all  her  leifure  hours  in 
perufing  novels  of   every  defcription ; 
and  at  lad  began  to  think  (he  was  per- 
fcdly  well  qualified  to  commence  au- 
thorcfs  herfelf :  that  having  very  lately 
met  with  the  Sorrows  of  Werter,  (he  was 
ftruck  with  the  language  and  ftory,  and 
fincied  (he  could  make  one  upon  the 
fime  model,  juft  as  good ;  only,  by  way 
of  variety,  it  was  her  heroine  who  was  to 
play  Werter,    upon  fome  difappoint- 
mcnt  in  love.     Not  hearing  any  noifc 
in  Mr.  Thornborough's  apartment,  (he 
fuppofed  he  was  afleep,  and  therefore 
ventured  to  read  the  letter  from  Laura 
to  ^nmelinda  previous  to  her  death, 
1 5  aloud. 
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sloud^  tliat  (he  might  be  the  better  jiidgjil 
how  &r  (he  had  fucceeded  in  the  padie- 
tic.  Her  own  tears  flowed  only  fiom  mT 
fympathizbg  hearty  which  deeply  iSl 
for  the  difhrefs  (he  had  ib  ezqdJStifjr 
wrought  up:  and  this  it  wU  Ivhludf 
contributed  to  deceive  Mr.  Inonifio* 
rough. 

^*  I  am  fure,*^  continued  the  poor 
girl,  "  could  I  have  forefeen  this  con- 
fuiion^  I  would  not  have  read  fo  loud : 
but  not  imagining  I  had  been  over* 
heard,  Mr.  Thomborough's  abrupt  en- 
trance, and  repeated  efforts  to  break  the 
door,  terrified  me  fo  much,  diat  I  be^ 
IXeve  I  (hall  neveif  forget  it.'* 

The  company  in  general  received  her 

apology 
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apology  with  complacency:  bat  Mrs* 
Bcnnct  fcvercly  reproved  her;  in  the 
firft  inftance,  for  mifpending  her  time 
by  reading  fuch  trafh;  in  tlie  next,  for 
fitting  up  to  write  when  the  family  were 
alleep,  9s  (he  might  fee  the  houfe  on  fire  $ 
and  laftly,  for  miftaking  her  talents  (b 
much,  as  to  fancy  (be  could  write  any 
worth  reading. 


Mr.  Thomborough  joined  in  this  lad 

opinion,  from  the  fpecimen  he  had  heard : 

but,  unwilling  to  mortify  her  by  adecla- 

lation  of  hb  fentiments,  he  only  faid, 

with  a  mock  gravity  of  countenance, 

which  would  have  been  highly  enter* 

taining,  had  any  of  the  party  underllood 

the  powers  of  ridicule :   "  Permit  me, 

sudam^  only  to  hope  you  will  not  agaia 

16  Ihew 
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Ihew  your  talents  in  the  pathetic^  in  facli 
a  way  as  to  difturb  a  whole  family,  k; 
has  proved  by  far  too  acute  for  my  fcel-< 
ings;  and  J  from  the  congeniality  of 
my  foul>  the  fcene  you  fo  accurately 
dcfcribed  became  in  my  Idea  perfonU 
fied,  and  caufed  me,  thus  unfortunately 
yielding  to  the  immediate  impulfe  of 
compaflSon,  to  awaken  tlic  feniibility 
and  difturb  the  peaceful  flumbers  of  all 
this  company.  Their  pardon  I  once 
more  entreat;  and  beg  yo^  to  accept 
my  beft  wilhes  for  the  fuccefs  of  your 
work ;  and>  if  it  ftiould  be  publlflied  by 
fubfcription,  I  requeft  you  will  do  mc 
the  honour  of  adding  my  name  to  the 
lift  of  thofc  who  patronize  it/' 

Mifs  Darley^  who  took  all  he  faid  for 

a  high 
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a  high  compliment^  made  him  a  lovr 
curtfcy,  and  thanked  him  very  much  for 
bis  approbation.  Peace  being  thus  re- 
fioredi  the  party  feparated^  after  our 
bero  had  promifed  Mrs.  Mafon  to  de« 
vote  two  or  three  hours  to  her  in  the 
monung,  to  inform  her  of  all  that  had 
pAd  fince  they  parted. 


CHAP* 


i8a    TRs  BEVEVOLENT  oytgQnt 


CHAP.     XIIL 


When  our  bero  had  difptfdiea 
his  letter  to  Mr.  Harford»  and  fulfilled 

his  promife  to  Mrs.  Mafbn^  whom  he  in- 
vited to  breakfaft^  the  bufinefs  of  the*day 
was  at  an  end,  and  he  had  only  to  think 
of  its  pleafures.  Thefe  were  more  than 
he  ezpeded.  He  dined  at  fir  John 
Molefworth'sj  and  was  there  introduced 
to  a  Mr.  Godfrey,  a  young  officer  on 
half-pay,  whofe  manners  were  prepoflef* 
fing,  and  more  congenial,  as  he  thought^ 
to  his  own,  than  any  he  had  hitherto 
met  with.  They  foon  became  extremely 
'  intimate^ 
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iotlmatCj  and  for  (bme  days  fpent  the 
greacefl  part  of  their  time  together. 

One  morning,  as  they  were  walking  in 
the  Fark^  the  mifs  Conways  pafled 
them.  Mr.  Thomborough  made  a  very 
flight  bow^  which  the  ladies  returned 
widi  much  complacency^  and  a  fmile, 
which^  had  it  been  tranflated^  would 
have  cxpreffed— **  You  have  been  ve- 
ry cruel  in  aUenting  yourfclf  fo  tong. 
Believe  me,  when  next  you  vifit  Park, 
ftrcet,  you  (hall  have  no  reafon  to  com* 
plain  of  your  reception.^  And  in  this 
fenfe  our  hero  read  it,  but  without  ef* 
(eft ;  his  heart  was  marble  to  any  im« 

preflBion  the  Conways  would  have  made 
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«  You  tell  me/'  faid  Mr.  Godfrey, 
*'  you  are  new  to  the  manners  of  the 
world :  but,  on  my  word,  you  are  as  com- 
plete an  adept  in  the  fafhionable  noncha- 
lance of  the  age,  as  if  you  had  never 
lived  out  of  the  circle  of  St.  James's. 
How  otherwife  could  you  have  bowed 
with  that  frigid  indifference  to  the  fair 
Conways,  who  honoured  you  with  pecu- 
liar notice  ?  for  haughtinefs  and  refcrve 
are  the  leading  features  in  their  charac- 


ters.'' 


^'  Whilft  that  is  the  cafe,"  replied  Mr. 
Thornborough,  **  indifference  will  ever 
mark  mine :  but  Heaven  forbid  1  (hould 
in  general  poffefs  that  nonchalance  you 
do  me  too  much  honour  in  afcrib- 
ing  to  me ;  for  my  heart  is  a^  yet  un- 

ikilled 
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ftillcd  in  the  ways  of  fathion,  and  has 
DOC  learned  to  feign  what  ic  does  not 
feel;  and  I  (hould  be  really  forry  if  it 
was  cold  to  all  alike  :  but  pride  and  in-\ 
folence  I  (hall  ever  return  with  difdain 
and  contempt;  and  you  have  now  the 
inic  rcafon  of  my  behaviour/'  He  then 
proceeded  to  acquaint  him  with  the  cir« 
cumftances  which  attended  his  firfl  vifit 
to  Mr.  Conway's  ;  and  had  fcarcely 
finilhcd  the  recital,  when  that  gentle- 
oUQcame  up,  and  enquired  of  our  hero, 
wky  he  had  not  feen  him  for  fo  many 
days.  He  made  fome  flight  apology, 
*nd  promifed  to  call  the  firft  opportu- 
^ty.  Mr.  Conway  then  afked  him  to 
dine  the  next  day,  which  Mr.  Thorn- 
•>orough  confented  to  conditionally  i  as 
tc  thought  it  was  not  impoflible  but 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Harford  might  come  up  tppqmfi^J^ 

in  confequence  of  his  letter  i  udbo  f    *  ^ 
determined  to   introdaoe   him.  i 
diately  at  fir  John  Molefworth's.       ,  'Ij 

Mr.  Conway  then  took  letv^  after/  - 
exprefling  his  extreme  hopes  tha^^:^ 
friend  would  not  arrive  fo  iboD»  as.  %  ^ 
would  prevent  him  from  having  the  ho* 
nour»  the  pleafure^  and  the  happinefs^  qC 
his  company  to  dinner^ 

j 

The  two  friends  continued  their  wilk^ 
and^  the  converfauon  taking  the  fatne 
turn,  our  hero  exprefled  himfelf  in  the 
following  manner : 

•^  Perhaps,  Mr.  Godfrey,  when  I  am 
a  little  more  accuftomed  to  the  world, 

I  may 
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I  may  not  feci  the  difguft  I  now  do  at 
the  rcfpeft  which  is  fo  conftantly  paid 
to  rank  and  fortune,  and  to  rank  and  for- 
iime  only ;  for  merit  is  wholly  out  of 
the  qucftion.  J  feel  I  can  never  efleem 
the  Conways ;  yet,  believe  me,  I  do 
not  rcfent  their  behaviour,  I  only  regard 
it  with  contempt :  yet  I  may  be  wrong, 
for  where  (hall  I  find  it  otherwife  ?  You 
will  think  me  ridiculous,  I  am  fure;, 
when  I  confefs  I  could  almoft  wifli, 
imetimcsi  that  fortune  had  been  lefs  li« 
beral  of  her  favours  to  mcs  then  I  might 
diftinguiQi  my  real  friends.  As  it  is,  I 
tm  convinced  I  (hall  never  marry ;  for 
though  I  have  the  higheft  opinion  of  the 
tippincfs  of  that  (late,  where  the  fouls 
arc  in  unifon  with  each  other;  yet  I 
ftould  fo  frequently  fancy  the  lady  to 

whom 
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whom  my  heart  was  devoted  might  htt 
aftuated  by  motives  different  from  my 
own,  that  the  idea  would  poffibly  at 
limes  prefs  upon  my  mind,  and  injure 
my  tranquillity,  if  not  wholly  dcftroy 


it." 


4 

=ed,1 


*'  You  are  very  eccentric,  indeed^ 
replied  Mr.  Godfrey;  <*  but  a  little  more 
knowledge  of  life  will  teach  you  to  fet 
a  higher  and  jufter  value  upon  your  own 
perfeftioos  than  y<}u  do  at  prefcnt ;  and 
when  that  is  the  cafcj  you  will  not  fo 
readily  fancy  the  ladies  can  find  no  at- 
tra<^ions  in  you  but  what  arife  from 
your  fortune/' 

The  converfation  was  here  interrupted 
by  another  gentleman,  who  joined  them, 

aad 
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and  continued  walking  with  them  till 
thqr  parted. 

When  Mr.  Godfrey  returned  to  his 
own  apartments^  he  began  to  revolve  in 
his  mind  all  that  had  pafled.  Mr. 
Thomborough's  confeffion  of  the  pecu« 
liarityofhis  fentiments,  added  to  what 
he  had  before  feen,  and  often  heard  of 
his  chara^ter^  induced  him  to  fuppofe 
it  would  be  no  difficult  matter,  if  he 
played  his  cards  well,  to  make  a  proper- 
ty of  him.  A  fcheme  foon  darted  into 
his  head,  and  he  determined  to  intro* 
<hi€e  it  the  next  time  they  met. 

Mr.  Godfrey  had  had  a  good  educa- 
tion, as  the  world  terms  it ;  but  he  had 
wtouc  principle  of  honour  or  integrity  : 

he 
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he  was  thought  a  monl  man»  becwfe  J 
hit  head  was  cooL  and  fteadyj  and  he  I 
was  not  particularly  addided  to  any  fii*  \ 
(hionable   irregularities  :   bitt  this 


owing  to  his  not  having  a  fortune  to  (U&  ^ 
fipate,  and  his  wifli  of  fucceeding  in  fifB;^^ 
which  he  knew  depended  upon  tfan 
prietyof  his  behaviour;  but  his 
was  defigningy  and  Self  was  the  idol  be 
worlhippcd. 

^  Touch  noty  good  fir,  a  hair  of  miney 
•■  And  yon  may  fcalp  my  ncighboar— '"^ 

Was  his  favourite  maxim,  for  he  nenr 
aflifted  a  perfon  in  any  kind  of  dillrefij 
but  when  he  had  fome  particular  view 
iait« 

CHAP. 
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•CHAP.      XIV. 

In    the  mean  time,  Mr.  Thornbo« 
rough,  unconfcious  of  the  deligns  of  his 
new  acqusuntance,  and  happy  in  the  be* 
nevolent  plan  he  had  formed,  waited 
nrkh  impatience  for  an  anfwer  from  Mr. 
Harford  :  but  that  gentleman  arrivec 
perfon,  as  foon  as  he  poffibly  could  at 
the  receipt  of  his  letter.    Our  hero  wel- 
comed him  with  an  unfeigned  fatisfac- 
tion,  and  inflantly  acquainted  iim  with 
die  whole  fcheme;  to  which  he  liftened 
with  evident  fatisfadion,  declaring^  he 
was  totally  weary  of  the  folitary  life,  he 
had  DOW  led  for  fo  many  months :  an< 
6  Mr 


^ 
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Mr.  Thornborough  inftantly  propofcd 
to  him  to  vifit  fir  John  Molefworth ; 
and  he  afTented. 

On  their  arrival  in  Argyll -ftreet,  he 
introduced  Mn  Harford  as  his  particu- 
lar friend;  and  he  was  of  courfe  rc; 
ceived  by  the  baronet  with  the  utmofl 
politenefs  :  and  he  invited  both  the  gen- 
tlemen to  dinner  the  next  day ;  an  in- 
vitation which  accorded  too  well  with 
their  plans,  not  to  be  accepted,  Mifs 
I'llis  was  not  in  the  room  ;  and  Mr, 
Ha:'  »rd  was  difappointed  :  for  he  felt 
foir  iofity  to  fee  the  lady  with  whom 
he  ;  -^it  it  poffible  he  might  fpend 

his .         .  life. 

Our  hero,  to  prevent  any  difagreeable 

imprcflion 
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inipitffion  which  the  fingularlty  of  her 
appearance  might  make  at  the  firfl  fight, 
prtpaitd  him  for  it,  by  defcribixig  her 
drefsi  and  mentioning  the  circumftance 
wUch  had  occurred  during  his  laft 
vifit,  with  refpcft  to  the  bonnet,  to  ac- 
count for  it.  But  whether  mifs  Ellis  was 
prepared  for  the  arrival  of  this  gentle- 
mani  by  a  converfation  which  pafTed 
Aat  day  at  table,  or  whether  it  was 
loerely  accidental,  I  cannot  pretend  to 
decide;  but  on  the  following  Ihe  ap- 
peared in  the  dining-parlour,  in  a  ftyle 
ofdrefs  perfeflly  plain,  but  neat  and 
fimplc,  without  any  of  that  flourifli  and 
affcftcd  difplay  of  finery  which  ufually 
diftinguilhed  her,  Mr.  Harford  was 
by  this  very  agreeably  furprifed ;  and, 
ker  perfon  appearing  to  uncommon  ad- 
VoL.  I.  K  vantage 


/ 
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vwtage  from  it,  he  aAually  thought  her 
handfome^  and  thait  his  friend  ha44qac 
her  great  injuftioe  by  his  defcriptioQb   M 

Mr.  Thomborough,  to  give  him  thi^ 
more  frequent  opportunities  of  engpi^mg. 
her  in  converfation,  voluntarily  phic^ 
himfelf,  at  dinner,  by  the  mifs  Molef- 
worths ;  and  being  in   particular  good 
fpirits,  from  the  hope  which  animated 
his  mind,  they  were  more  than  ever 
pleafed  with  him:   and   lady  Molef> 
worth,  entertaining  an  idea  that  one  of 
her   daughters  might  poffibly  engage 
his  afTedions,  was  remarkably  good-hu* 
moured ;  and,  to  give  her  a  plea  for  de- 
taining him  the  whole  evening,  propofcd 
a  party  at  unlimited  loo.     The   gen- 
tlemen aflentingi  the  cards  were  pro* 

duccd  ; 
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doced;  when  Mr.  Thornborough  hear- 
ing mifs  Ellis  was  not  to  join  their  par- 
9i  became  extremely  difconcerted^  and 
Ac  more  fo  when  her  ladyfhip^  in  reply 
to  an  enquiry  of  Mr.  Harford's,  ad- 
drefled  to  her  fifter,  faid,  not  fuffering 
her  to  fpeak,  **  Oh,  my  dear  fir,  it 
^iD  not  fuit  mifs  £llis*s  purfe  to  play 
unlimited  loo  with  us,  I  aflure  you.'* 

"But  it  (hall,  my  dear  madam,*' 
cried  our  hero,  with  a  pleafantry  he 
turned,  to  conceal  his  indignation : 
^*  for  we  will,  with  the  lady's  leave,  go 
partncn  ;  and  I  always  win/' 

**  You  do,"  faid  lady  Molefworth  : 
"  very  well,  fir ;  we  (hall  be  afraid  of 

you/' 

K  %  Mifs 


/ 


196      THE  BENEVOLENT  Q^IXOTM,  I 

Mifs  Ellis^  hurt  at  her  filler's  manner, 
at  firft  refiifed  :  but  Mr.  Thornborough, 
with  a  vivacity  and  delicacy  peculiar  tfj^ 
himfelf,  perfuaded  her  to  comply>in 
fuch  a  way  that  (he  knew  not  how  to 
refufe. 

When  they  were  feated,  *^  I  could 
not/'  faid  Mr.  Harford,  "  make  the 
fame  requeft  to  any  lady ;  for  I  am  al- 
ways unfortunate  at  cards.  I  hope, 
however,  according  to  the  old  rule, 
fate  has  a  blefling  in  ftore  for  me  in  a 
good  wife."  As  he  faid  this,  he  looked 
at  mifs  Ellis  with  fo  much  earneftnefs, 
that  (he  coloured  extremely ;  though  (he 
fcarcely  dared  flatter  herfelf  he  meant 
any  thing  by  it  but  mere  gallantry, 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Thornborough  exerted  himfelf 
fomuch,  that  he  pleafed  every  body, 
and  put  them  all  in  fpirits  and  good  hu- 
mour :  and  mifs  Ellis  was  more  animat- 
ed by  Mr.  Harford's  attentions,  than  (he 
had  been  by  our  hero's ;  as  his  youth, 
fortune,  perfon,  and  accomplifliments 
forbad  any  idea  of  the  po(fibih*ty  of 
making  a  conqueft.  But  here  the  cafe 
Was  wholly  different.  Mr.  Harford  was 
to  elderly  man ;  plain,  but  not  rough 
in  bis  manners  :  his  appearance  like  a 
g^tlemanj  though  without  elegance : 
And  his  perfon,  though  not  handfome, 
was  yet  far  from  the  revcrfe ;  and  there 
was  a  good  humour  in  his  afpeft,  which 
atoned  for  the  want  of  information  and 
brilliancy. 


K3 


r 
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Mifs  Ellis  could  frame  no  objeftions 
to  him ;  and  (he  almoft  rejoiced  that 
he  was  not  more  ftriking,  as  (lie  could 
then  have  had  no  hope  of  fuccefs. 

The  evening  pafled  off  very  plea- 
fantly;  and  when  the  gentlemen  re- 
turned home,  our  hero,  to  his  great  fa- 
tisfadion,  learned  that  his  friend  w*is 
perfedly  fatisfied  with  the  appearance 
and  converfation  of  the  lady  j  and  rea^ 
dily  promifed  to  go,  the  next  morning 
to  Argyll-ftreet,  and  make  in  his 
name  formal  propofals,  which  he  had 
no  doubt  would  be  joyfully  accepted* 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.    XV. 

i  0  dwell    no   longer   on   a  fubjeft  ' 
wiich  has  already  engroffed  too  much 
ftmc,    I  will  only  inform   my  reader, 
tilt  every  thing  fucceeded  to  our  hero's 
OCmoft  wifli.     Mifs  Ellis  confenced  to 
umxTj  Mr.  Harford  5  and  fir  John  and 
kdy  Molefworth  both  rejoiced  at  the 
idea  of  being  rdeafed  from  what  they 
had  long  confidered  as  an  incumbrance, 
and  approved  of  the  connexion  highly  ; 
and  before  Mr.  Thornborough  left  town, 
he  had  the  pleafure  of  feeing  the  mar- 
riage in  a  &ir  train :  but,  as  his  friend 
was  now  much  engaged  in  Argyll-ftreet, 
K  4  whither 
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whither  he  did  not  always  wifli  to  a< 
company  him^  he  again  mixed  with  tl 
fociety  from  which  Mr.  Harford's  a 
rival  had  at  iirft  eftranged  him;  and  M 
Godfrey  had  an  opportunity  of  execu 
ing  his  plan, 

**  I  have/'  faid  the  latter  (one  men 
ing  when  they  were  alone),  «*  been  mi 
ditating  on  what  pafled  between  us  fon 
time  fmce ;  and,  in  confequence  of  i 
an  idea  came  into  my  head  :  but,  it 
fo  ridiculous,  I  fcarcely  know  how  i 
mention  it ;  and  has  fo  much  of  tl 
fpirit  of  Quixotifm  in  it,  that  even  yo' 
eccentric  as  you  are,  muft,  I  am  fur 
laugh  at  me." 

''  L 
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"  Let  mc  hear  it,  however/'  replied 
Mr.  Thomborougb. 


"  Why,"  continued   he,  helitating, 
^'you  faid  the  other  day,  you  could 
never    marry,    from   the  fear   of  not 
meeting  a  diiinterefted  woman.     What 
think  you  of  our  fetting  out  together 
in  fearch  of  adventures,    like  Archer 
and  Aimwell ;  only  with  a  more  inno- 
cent deception,  for  you  (hall  be  God* 
frcy,  and  I  will  beThornborough.  Under 
my  name,  and  in  the  charafter  of  a 
dependant,  you  will  be  a  better  judge 
of  the  truth  of  the  civilities  you  will 
experience;    and  my  life  for  it,  with 
your  addrefs,  figure,   and   accomplifli- 
ments,  you  will  captivate  the  heart  of 
K  5  fome 
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fomc  fair  lady,  who  will  then  provft 
beyond  all  poffibility  of  diiputc, 

**  She  laves  you  for  yourfclf  alone," 

WhJlfl:  I,  as  Mn  Thornboroiigh,  flmll 
have,  no  doubt,  fufficicnt  merit  to  gain 
the  approbation  of  the  fex  in  ge- 
neral ;  and  when  we  re-affume  our  na-^ 
tivc  charaftcrs,  fliould  there  be  a  fm- 
gle  one  among  the  number  generpus 
enough  to  retain  her  partiality,  I  (hall 
be  as  happy  as  yourfelf,  and  equally 
fortunate/' 

,Our  hero  fmiled  at  this  propofal ;  and 
refledlng  on  it  a  few  minutes,  he  thought 
it  might  determine  his  future  happinefs, 
and  at  leaft  could  be  of  no  ill  confe- 
quence ;  but  would^  at  all  events,  afford 

him 
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him  fotot  yariety,  and  probably  give 

iym  a  better  opportunity  of  executing 

tiis  benevdent  plan>  than  he  could  have 

mder  his  own  name^  and  in  fo  public 

a  line  of  life  as  he  was  now  engaged  isu 

Not  reflecting  tfaat^  to  enfure  happinefs^ 

deceptions  of  every  kind    fliould  be 

ftndioufly  avoided^  but  fatisfied  in  his 

own  mind  of  its  (Mropriety,  he  acceded 

with  touch  apparent  fatisfadion;   and 

begged  to  know  where   and  how  this 

fchcme  was  to  be  profecuted  -,  as  in  any 

place  where  either  of  them  was  known 

it  would  be  wholly  impradticable. 

"  That  point/'  replied  Mr.  Godfrey, 
"  is  already  fettled.    I  have  for  fome 

time  talked  of  vifiring  B in  York- 

ftirc:  and  a  friend  has  prOmifed  me 
K  6  a  lettc 
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a  letter  of  recommendation  to  a  Mr* 
Wilding,  a  gentleman  of  the  firft  cone 
fequence  in  the  town>  where  there  is^  by 
the  way,  a  very  genteel  fociety.  I  will 
tell  him  I  (hall  fet  out  diredly^  and  de» 
fire  he  will  mention  you  in  his  letter, 
which  you  (hall  deliver,  and  introduce 
me  as  your  friend,  Mr,  Thornborough. 
It  will  be  very  unfortunate,  if,  in  fo 
large  a  place,  we  do  not  meet  with  fbme 
amufcment  at  lead." 

Our  hero,  very  well  pleafed  at  the 
idea,  confcnted;  and  the  day  for  the 
journey  and  fome  other  preliminaries 
being  fettled,  they  parted. 

Mr.  Thornborough  fcrupled  the  Icfs 
to   enter  into  this  fcheme,    from  in- 
tending. 
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tending,  if  he  found  Mr.  Godfrey  con* 
turned  worthy  of  his  friendfliip^  to  pro* 
vide  fo  handfomely  for  him  in  Tcmqc 
way  or  other,   that,  fliould  any  lady 
entertain  a  real   regard  for  him,  the 
lofs  of  his  ideal  eftate  would  be  of  the 
lefs  confequence.     He  then  fent  and 
befpoke  a  handfome  job  chariot  and 
horfes,  for  the  occafion;  and  fent  for 
his  own  phaeton  from  Bertdhire :  but 
ordered  his  fervants  to  return  to  the 
Abbey;   and  defired  Mr.  Godfrey  to 
hire   a   Ibotman    and   groom    in    his 
name,  that  the  fecret  might  be  only 
known  to  themfelves» 

As  to  that  gendeman,  he  was  em- 
ploying himfelf  in  a  very  different 
manner,  contriving  how  to  make  the 

virtues 

A 
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^'jtu«  and  foibles  of  our  unguarde 
hero    fubfcrvient  to  his   inteftft: 
wkh  this  view  he  fet  d6wn  and  wroic 
E   letter  to  Mr,   Wilding,   which 
difcover   his   intentions   to  the  rcade 
more  clearly    than  any   expUnacioa 
can  poffibly  give. 


h 


To  Mr.  Wilding, 

I  AM  too  well  acquainted  with  thJ 
clear ncfs  of   your  underftanding,  afldl 
the  fentiments  of  your  heart,   to  dotibt ] 
for  one  moment    your   entering    int 
the  plan  I  have  formed  for  the   be- 
nefit   of   your    whole    family.      You 
Icnow    that  I    am  not  ignorant    you 

hvc 


A       »l    O   V   E    L.  tit 

and  merit,  (he  muft  meet  an  adequate 
mum.  Piqued  sit  her  indifference,  I 
will  addrcfs  her  fitter,  where  I  hope  to 
bt  more  fortunate :  and  Mr.  Thombo- 
rough's  difpofition  is  fo  eafy,  and  fo 
benevolent,  the  fettleraents  may  be  juft 
zs  you  pleafe:  and  I  am  pretty  cei^ 
tain  he  will  reward  me  in  fuch  a  man* 
ncr  for  my  fcheme,  that  the  fair  Char* 
lotte  will  have  no  wi(h  to  retraA  her 
€0&(eQt.  But  do  not  at  firfl:  let  her 
into  the  intricacies  of  die  plot :  time 
tno^  when  the  bait  has  taken.  Lc» 
^  may  be  properly  prepared  againft 
OMr  arrival ;  and  tell  her,  I  congratu>- 
^  her  on  the  profpe£b  of  a  coach  and 
fix.  It  is  a  fortunate  circumftance,  that 
oufi  Charbcte  knows  me  not  perfonally» 

as 
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of  feeiiig  his  benevolent  intention  almoft 
completed^  as  Mr.  Harford  and  mifs 
Ellis  both  appeared  as  happy  as  two 
people  in  their  fituation  could  poffibly 
be ;  but  that  of  having  obtained  a  to« 
ferable  place  for  young  Fennel  in  the 

cuftoms,  through  the  intereft  of  Mr. 

Conway. 

Unfortunate  as  his  two  firft  adventures 
kad  proved  in  fome  refpefts,  yet,  as 
they  both  in  a  degree  had  been  the 
tncaos  of  promoting  the  happinefs  of 
fome  of  the  parties,  he  now  confi- 
dcrcd  them  in  a  different  light,  and 
^a$  induced  to  go  on  in  his  career  : 
•wt  equally  credulous  and  generous, 
he  difcovered  not  the  plans  that  were 
^n  laid  to  enfnare  him,  nor  faw  the 

ridicule 
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ridicule  to  which  he  was  fo  frcquoil! 
cxpofed.  Till  very  lately,  he  had  only" 
known  the  world  by  books  i  ami  cx^ 
pefted  more  perfcdion,  or  at  lead  more 
fiflcerity>  than  he  ever  found.  A  dupe 
to  bis  own  benevolence,  he  was  o^ea 
obliged  to  pay  handfomely  for  interfering 
in  the  fchemes  of  others,  though  from 
the  beft  motives,  when,  from  the  ma- 
lice of  fortune,  or  his  own  want  of  ex- 
perience, they  turned  out  in  a,di£E:rent 
manner  from  what  he  hoped* 

Thus  continually  erring  and  atoning, 
he  had  hitherto  met  with  lefs  fatisfadlion 
in  the  purfuit  of  benevolence,  than  his 
fanguine  difpofition  had  taught  him  to 
exped ;  but  the  happy  profpeft  which 
now  awaited  Mr.  Harford  and  mifs 
7  £Uis 


A      «  Q*T  B  tu 


^•5 


Ellis  reconciled  bim  to^  and  atoned  for, 
his  paft  mortifications;  and  he  deter- 
nuned  to  purfue  his  plan  of  life  with 
the  fame  avidity  with  wWch  he  had 
firft  engaged  in  it» 


CHAPt 
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CHAP.     XVL 

Every  thing    being Jn  readinc 

our  hero  fet  out  for  B with  Mr  J 

Godfrey,  in  a  chariot  and  four»  of 
which  the  latter  was  the  nominal  maftcr. 
On  their  arrival  at  that  town,  Mr, 
Thornborough  waited  on  Mr.  Wilding. 
with  the  letter,  and  was  received  with  the 
utmofl  politenefs;  and  that  gentleman 
requeuing  that  he  would  dine  with  him 
the  following  day,  accompanied  by  his 
friend,    who   he   found   was  now  with 

him  at  B ,  he  accepted  the  invitation, 

and  introduced   him  as    Mr.    Thorn- 
borough. 

Though 
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Though  few  young  men  had  (b  little 
vanity  or  pride  as  our  hero,  yet  the 
idea  of  being  confidered  almoft  as  de- 
pendant on  the  other»  gave  him  a  de- 
giree  of  aukwardnefs  hefcarcely  thought 
he  could  feel  on  fuch  an  occafion  : 
but  this  was  in  fome  meafure  diflipated 
by  the  equal  attention  that  was  paid  to 

hoth  by  the  whole  family,  confiding  of 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilding,  and  their  two 

daughters. 

The  eldeft  was  ftrikingly  handfome, 
^^  an  infinuating  addrefs,  with  more  of 
fnurtnefs  than  real  fafhion,  and  fome 
wacity.  Charlotte  was  delicate  and 
«»terefting,  but  had  a  referve  in  her 
^^^cr  which  almoft  amounted  to  gra- 
^J^ :  (he  fpoke  little  5  but  what  (he 

Vol.  I.  L  faid 
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faid  had  in  it  a  great  deal  of  good  fenfc, 
and  proved  her  underfbuiding  had  been 
highly  cultivated  ;  and  that  the  atten- 
tion of  her  friends  had  not  been  thro^^n 
away  on  an  ungrateful  foih 
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According  to  the  concerted  plan, 
Mr.  Wilding  received  them  as  perfed 
ftrangers,  and  introduced  them  to  all 
the  principal  families  in  the  town  and 
neighbourhood,  k  is  with  grief  and 
fliame  I  relate,  that,  fuperior  as  our  he- 
ro was  in  every  rcfpeft  to  his  compa- 
f  nion,  the  latter,  from  his  fuppofed  for* 
k  tune,  met  with  much  the  greater  fhare  of 

attention  ;  except  from  a  few,  who  had 
the  tafte  to  difcern  his  merit,  and  fpirit 
to  avow  their  preference. 
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Mr.  Godfrey  foon  began  to  be  very 
particular  to  mifs  Wilding,  who   evi- 
dently avoided  him,  and  took  every  op- 
portunity to  (hew  how  much  (he  pre- 
ferred the  other :  and  whilft  he  repro- 
bated this  condud  to  the  family,  in  our 
hero's  prefence,  as  deftruftive  to  all  the 
hopes  he  had  formed ;  when  they  were 
alone,  he  never  failed  to  congratulate  him 
upon  the  conqueft  of  fo  innocent  and  fo 
difintcrcfted  a  heart.     With  his  roman- 
tic fentiments,  and  flattered  to  a  degree 
by  die  vifible  partiality  of  her  manner, 
it  is  no  wonder  that  our  hero  liftened 
with  the  highcft  fatisfadion  to  thefe  of- 
ten-repeated proofs  of  her  attachment : 
*od  really  admiring  her  perfon,  and  be- 
wg  fufficicntly  pleafed  with  her  conver- 
sation, he  determined,  the  inftant  his 
Lr  2  friend 

i 
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friend  was  refufed,  to  offer  hiaifelf  to 
her  acceptance ;  and,  Oiould  her  con- 
fcnt  prove  the  confirmation  of  his  hopes, 
to  reveal  the  innocent  deception,  and 
dafh  upon  them  in  all  the  fplendour  of 
feven  thoufand  a  year. 


But  whilfl  all  thefe  plans  were  going 
forward  under  Mr,  Wilding's  roof,  a  few 
tranlkftionsj  that  were  previous  to  the 
denouement,  muft  here  be  related* 
Among  the  gentlemen  who  were  iouor 
ducedto  the  friends,  was  a  Mr.  BarijF? 
more,  who,  with  his  lady  and  niece,  lived 
in  general  at  a  country  feat,  about  fix 
tailes  from  B  ;  but  they  wcrcnow 

at  lodgings  in  the  town  for  the  winten 
They  were  all  pleafant  and  agreeable; 
and,  from  the  firft,  were  fo  ftruck  wiA 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Thornborough's  converfation  and 

addrefs^  that  Mr,  Barr)'more  gave  them 

both^   though   chiefly   from    regard   to 

him,  a  general  invitation  to  their  houfe. 

This  they  frequently  availed  themfelves 

of;   and  one  evening  were  afked  to  a 

mufical  party,  to  which  many  of  their 

friends  were  invited,     Mr.  Godfrey  re* 

fufed;  as  he  wiflied  to  pafs  an  evening 

with  the  Wildings  without  his  friend  ; 

but  our  hero  accepted  it.     Sophia  Bar- 

rymore  was  to  be  the  principal  vocal 

pctfonner;  and  he  was  to  accompany 

heron  the  hautboy. 

When  the  tea  was  over,  and  the  com- 
pany were  removing  to  another  room, 
^hich  had  been  previoufly  ftripped  of 
the  curtdns  and  carpet  j  a  young  man, 

L  3  takind^ 
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taking  a  play-bill  from  his  pocktt,  faid, 
he  fancied  their  concert  would  afibrd 
more  general  fatisfa<aion  to  thofe  who 
were  fo  happy  as  to  be  prefent^  than  that 
which  was  to  be  performed  at  the  ihe* 
atre. 


d 


"  Oh  !  pray  Mr*  Harrrfon/*  crid'a 
lady,  '*  read  us  the  bill :  there  is  a  new 
adrefs  to  appear  to-night,  I  am  told, 
and  I  want  to  know  in  what  charafter." 
He  obeyed,  and  read  : 

'^  At  the  theatre,  atB ,  will  be  pcr» 

formed,    on   Tuefday  the  »    in- 

flant,  a  concert  of  vocal  and  inftrumcn- 
tal  mufic ;  between  the  feveral  parts  of 
which  will  be  prefented  (gratis)  the  tra- 
gedy of  Venice  Preferved.     Belvidera/ 

by 
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by  mifs  Darley,  being  her  firft  appear- 
ance on  any  ftage/* 

"Mifs  Darley!*'  exclaimed  Mr, 
Thoraborough,  in  an  accent  of  fuprife, 
which  cfcaped  not  the  notice  of  any  per- 
fon  in  company ;  "  pray,  fir,  let  me  fee 
thcbill.'* 

Mr.  Harrifon  inftantly  gave  it  him  ; 
^d,  whilft  reading  it  over,  he  endea- 
voured to  recolledt  who  mifs  Darley  was, 
^r  where  he  had  heard  of  her ;  for  he 
^  very  certain  the  name  was  no  G-van* 
8^  to  him.  A  few  minutes  were  fuffi- 
cientto  recal  to  his  memory  the  ridicu- 
'ous  fcene  which  had  been  afted  in  Ce- 
CJl'ftreet,  in  which  (he  played  a  capital 
part;  and  had  not  a  doubt  but  it  was 
L4  the 
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the  fame.    Indeed,  the  romantic  tu 
the  had  then  fo  eridently  difplayed^  was 
rcafon  enough  for  this  fufpicion.     TbSi| 
next  thing  which  occurred  to  him  uas, 
that,  if  this  was  really  tli^  young  wtj- 
man,  what  fteps  could  he  take  to  rcftore 
her    to    her  friend  s,    from    whom    fijl 
doubted  not  but  (he  had  eloped-     As 
there  was  a  poffibility,  however,  of  his 
being  miftaken,  he  determined  to  go  to 
the  play  immediately  ;  and,  if  his  fears 
w  ere  confirmed^  to  call  on  her  the  next 
morning,  and  reprefent  the  impropriety 
and  danger  of  her    fituation,  in   fuch 
ftriking  colours,  that  he  flattered  hiQi-» 
felf  it  would  have  the  defired  efTedt :  and 
though  the  apparent  rudenefs  of  leav- 
ing Mr,  Barrymore's  houfe  fo  abruptly, 

ftruck 
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(buck  him;  yet  he  thought  a  mere 
puodllio  of  civility  (bould  not  be  put  ia 
competition  with  an  aft  of  necef&ty  :  for 
he  confidered^  in  a  very  ferious  lig^t, 
tbat  the  longer  Ihe  aflbciatcd  with  fuch 
wretches  as  ftrolling  players  ufually  are^ 
the  more  deeply  would  her  reputation 
be  wounded,  and  her  morab  contami* 
Q^.  Beiides,  he  believed  he  owed 
her  fbmc  reparation  for  the  terror  he 
had  OQce  unintentionally  thrown  her 
hito;  and  how  could  he  confer  any  be- 
nefit which  would  ultimately  prove  fo 
much  for  her  good,  as  laving  her  per- 
l^aps  from  deftruftion  ? 

He  dill  held  the  play-bill  in  his  hand, 

whilll  engaged  in  thefe  refleftions ;  and, 

'^^  Abel  in  the  Committee,  was  fo  bu- 

L  ri( 
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ricd  iti  his  profound  contcmplariom^ 
that  he  could  not  fee  the  whole  party 
were  as  much  taken  up  by  obferving 
him* 


1 
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Difturbcd  at  laft  from  his  reverie 
a  lady  who  told  him  they  were  only 
waiting  for  him,  he  darted^  ro(e  iip»J 
and  giving  the  paper  to  Mr*  Hamfon, 
followed  the  reft  into  the  mufic  room  j 
and|  going  up  to  mifs  Barry  more,  faid 
he  was  really  extremely  concerned  at 
being  obliged  to  mortify  himfelf  by  leav- 
ing her  that  evening,  when  he  had 
hoped  for  the  higheft  pleafure  in  hear- 
ing her  fing;  but  that  bufmefs  of  the 
mod  indifpenfable  and  unavoidable  na- 
ture called  him  away. 

Sophia, 
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Sophia,  though  herfetf  much  difap- 
pointed,  could  not  but  accept  this  apo-  - 
logy;  litde  gueffing  what  the  bufinefi 
was,asflic  had  been  in  the  mufic  room 
fane  time.  He  then  addrefled  Mr. 
Barrymore  in  the  fame  manner;  and 
kft  the  houfe  precipitately,  to  avoid  any 
qucftions  from  the  reft  of  his  acquain- 
tance. 

Mifs  Barrymore  was  a  beautiful,  ele- 
git, accomplifhed,  and  faftiionable 
youiig  woman ;  yet  her  perfon,  attradl- 
^g  and  interefting  as  it  was  ever  ac* 
I^owledged  to  be,  was  yet  far  inferior 
to  the  qualities  of  her  heart  and  mind  : 
for  the  former  was  all  excellence,  and 
^c  latter  all  brilliancy.     With  every 

feminine 
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feminine  virtue,  ihc  poffefled  a  digiiirf 
of  foul,  feldom  blended,  as  in  her,  with_ 
extreme  fweemefs,  and  extreme  delica- 
cy.    Such  was  the   charming   Sophia^ J 
\vho>  from  her  firft  iniroduAioo  to  Mr. 
Thorn  borough,  had  regarded  hiaa  with 
more  partialicy  dian  flie  ever  before  had 
beftowcd  on  any  of  his  fex ;  and  fuppisf- 
ing  his  fortune  to  be  fo  far  beneath  her 
own  as  to  preclude  all  hopes  of  an  air- 
liance,  (he  had  often  lamented  fecttdy 
that  he  was  not,  inftead  of  his  friend, 
born  to  affluence.     Not  that  the  confi*^ 
deration  of  wealth  could  have  influenq^d 
her;  but  from  the  knowledge  that,  with-  ^ 
out  being  accufed  of  interefted  views,  he 
could  not  addrefs  her;  nor  could  fhe^.^ 
without  a  manifell  violation  of  all  the  laws 

of 
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of  propriety  and  female  honour,  {loop 
to  let  him  know  a  regard  which  (he 
hoped  to  conquer ;  and  would  fooner 
have  died  than  confefs,  even  fuppofing, 
whid  was  next  to  an  impoflibility,  her 
own  friends  would  confcnt. 

Though  bom  in  high  life^  and  ac- 
cufbmed  to  the  fafhionable  and  gay 
^rid,  the  peculiar  fpiritj  fenfe,  digni- 
%  and  elegance  of  our  hero  ftruck  her 
«  uncommon  even  in  the  firft  ftyle  of 
company,  and  was  to  her  furprifing 
in  a  young  man  apparently  dependant. 
How  often  did  (he  accufe  fortune  of  ca- 
price, in  not  having  changed  their  C^ua* 
^ons:  for,  in  Mr,  Godfrey,  her  deep  pe- 
Jictration  obfervcd  a  civility  to  every 

perfonj  g 
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peifon,  whofc  rank  or  fortune  was  ac  all 
diftinguifhedj  that  often  defcendcd  al^ 
moft  to  meannefs,  and  appeared  incon 
fiftent  with  the  ftyle  in  which  he  lived 
She  faw  he  was  vain,  pofitivc,  and  over- 
bearing ;  and  his  fenfc  fuperficiaij 
though  affeftediy  learned  ;  but  there 
were  contradidions  in  his  charafler 
which  perplexed  her  extremely.  Though 
evidently  ambitious,  he  was  known  to 
addrefs  mifs  Wilding ;  and  though  fo 
generally  fervile,  and  even  cringings 
he  paid  a  refpedt  and  attention  to  Mr. 
Thornborough,  which  (he  could  only 
account  for  by  fuppofing  it  the  uniir- 
tentional  and  unavoidable  homage  that 
is  (bmetimes  paid  to  virtue. 

i|C^difcovered   in  the  latter  a  fupc- 

rior 
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rior  underftanding,  without  any  parade 
of  learning;  and  a  modefl;  diffidence^ 
which  in  her  eyes  rather  heightened 
than  concealed  the  luftre  of  his  good 
qualities ;  as  it  was  wholly  unaccompa^ 
nied  by  that  aukward  bafhfulnefs^  which 
»  in  itfclf  fo  unpleafant,  that  we  often 
fuffcrit  to  obliterate  from  our  minds  the 
real  virtues  of  its  poffeflbr. 

Mifs  Barrymore  had  allowed  herfelf 
for  fome  time  to  dwell  fo  much  on  the 
nicritsof  our  hero,  that  (he  was  not  a  lit- 
rte  chagrined  at  his  abrupt  departure  : 
l^ut  how  was  her  mortification  increafed, 
^hcn,  perceiving  fomething  between  a 
folic  and  a  titter  among  the  company 
j'i  general,  (he  enquired  the  caufe ;  and 

wtfP 
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>vas  told  that  Mr.  Godfrey  had  left  that 
party,  merely  to  fee  an  old  acquaintance 
of  his>  who  was  that  night  to  make  her 
firll  appearance  upon  the  ftage,  but 
which  he  was  a  ilranger  to  till  the  bill 
had  been  read.  The  circumftances  that 
preceded  his  departure  were  then  men- 
tionedy  with  many  aggravations,  and  the 
addition  of  a  thoufand  ill-natured  re- 
marks, which  did  not  in  the  lead  add  to 
her  compofure. 

The  concert  at  length  began ;  but  (he 
played  fo  ill,  and  fung  fo  much  out  o£ 
time,  that  (he  came  in  for  her  dure  of 
obfervation  :  and  one  gentleman,  who 
had  been  an  unfuccefsful  candidate  for 
her  favour,  remarked,  it  was    doubly 

ill-natured 
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ill-natured  in  Mr.  Godfrey  to  deprive 
them  of  one  of  their  bed  performers ; 
and  put  the  other  fo  much  out  of  tune, 
that  what  was  ufually  all  harmony,  was 
nowalldifcord. 

Mifs  Barrymore  heard  this  fpeech  in- 
^nftly ;  and  replied  with  much  fpi* 
rit,  and  fome  feverity,  that  where  inftru- 
^cnts  were  not  in  unifon,  there  always 
would  be  difcord.  It  had  however  a 
good  cffeft  on  her ;  (he  went  on  better  : 
^  when  the  concert  was  half  over, 
^  they  were  refrelhing  themfelvcs 
Wtth  lemonade,  orgeat,  &c.  Mr.  Har- 
mon, whofe  curiofity  could  no  longer 
^  kirn   reft,  propofed  going    to  the 

theatre. 


/ 
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theatre,  to  fee  if  our  hero  was  really 
there;  and  this  meeting  with  general 
approbation,  he  fet  out* 
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"Wh  E  N  our  hero  left  Mr.  Barry- 
mere's,  he  went  direftly  to  the  theatre. 
The  play  was  already  begun;  and,  with- 
out afking  any  queftions,  he  paid  for 
his  ,  admittance,  and  took  his  feat  in 
one  of  the  boxes.  The  houfe  was  very 
fiill,  and,  the  firft  adt  being  juft  ended, 
the  mufic  was  playing;  but  when  the 
(ccond  began,  he  was  aftonilbed  to  find, 
indead  of  Venice  Preferved,  they  were 
Vol.  n.  B  play- 
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playing  Love  in  a  Village*  He  fat  for 
fomc  time  with  tolerable  patience,  M* 
peding  to  fee  mifs  Darley  every 
moment ;  but  tl*e  fecond  aft  being 
finirtied,  he  addreffed  an  elderly  gen- 
tleman who  fat  near  him,  and  begged 
to  know  if  he  could  inform  him  why 
the  new  aflrefs  did  not  appear,  and 
why   the   play   was   changed. 


'*  The  fudden  illnefs  of  JaiEcrwasthe 
reafon  of  the  alteration,**  replied  the  gen- 
tleman ;  *'  and  as  the  new  performer  ex- 
cels in  tragedy,  I  am  told  flic  will  of 
courfe  make  her  firft  appearance  in  that 
line/* 


i 


J 


4 


This  fatisfied  him,  and  he  be^n  to 
diink  of  rcturnii]g  to  Mr.  Barry  more 's,    , 

when  j 
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'^'hcn  tvo  ladies>  who  fat  before  him,  at- 
traftcd  his  attention :  indeed,  the  dif- 
fcrctix  modes  of  their  drefs,  manner,  and 
co'Jvcrfation,  gave  to  one  of  his  con- 
templative turn  of  mind  fuificient  fcope 
for  meditation. 

The  elder  fcemed  to   be  turned  of 
feventy,  but  had  ftill  a  fair  and  frefli 
complexion,  with  a  ferenity  and  good 
humour   in    her    countenance,    which 
evinced  the  turn  of  her  mind.     Unlike 
^^^  prefcnt  race  of  grandmothers,   (he 
^<lhercd  to  the  ftyle  of  drefs  which  ren- 
dered old  ladies  refpedable  fome  years 
wncc,  but  which  is  now  ufually  given 
^P  for  riie   gayer    fafhions.     She   was 
^^1')  flcndcr,    and   extremely   upright. 
B  2  A  grey 
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A  grey  filk  gown,  black  petticoat  with- 
out a  flounce^  and  a  rich  worked  mu(^ 
lin  apron  and  handkerchief;  a  lace  cap^ 
with  a  crimpt  wire  and  white  ribbands  ; 
a  hood  of  the  fame  under  her  chin, 
and  her  grey  hair  combed  lightly  and 
fmoothly  over  a  roll — This  was  her 
drefs,  and  Mr.  Thornborough  was  jiar- 
ticularly  ftriick  by  it;  for  he  had  not 
feen  age  make  fo  refpedable  an  appear- 
ance fmce  his  own  grandmother,  whom 
he  but  faintly  remembered. 

This  lady's  grand-daughter,  who  fat 
upon  the  feat  before  her,  chatting  to 
two  gentlemen,  was  a  perfedl  contraft  : 
young,  handfome,  volatile,  and  adorn- 
ed, as  (he  thought,  with  a  profufion  of 
gauze  and  pink  ribbands,  (he  was  equal- 
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\y  inattentive  to  the  piece  and  her  grand- 
nvothcr,  whom  flie  wholly  neglefted,  and 
talked  fo  loud  to  her  beaux,  that  the 
poor  old  lady,  who  had  placed  her  in 
front  to  give  her  an  opportunity  of  mak- 
wg  a  conqueft,  was  as  much  prevent- 
^  from  hearing,  as  from  feeing  by  the 
height  of  her  head.     Happy,  however, 
^  her  girl  was  noticed,  flic  was  almoft 
"Cerent  about  any  thing  elfe ;  when 
^hero,  who.  had  been  early  taught 
^to  reverence  aige  whenever  it  appeared 
^  *  charafter  worthy  of  reverence,  and 
kunby  the  nejgledl  ftie  experienced  from 
•^^own  party,  addrefled  her  with  fome 
^^g  queftion  relating  to  the  aftors, 
^l^ch  introduced  a  converfation.  When 
niifs  Warren  obferved  this,  flie  was  not 
^  Uttle  elated  by  the  idea,  that  he  could 
B3  noti 
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not  have  had  any  motive  for  this  but 
the  hope  of  engagiDg  her  in  it;  and 
fuddcniy  turning  round,  fhe  made  fam« 
infipid  remarks,  which,  as  they  were  ad 
dreffed  to  our  liero,  he  could  not  help 
anfwering, 

Mifs  Warrenj  though  not  abfolutel 
out  of  the  line,  as  it  is  called,  was  yet 
very  inferior,  both  in  birtli  ar^d  fortMjgi/ej 
lo  the  principal  inhabitants  of  B  .  t-» 
though  Che  vilited  many  of  tbetu  in  a 
formal  and  diftant  manner.  In  one  of 
the  annual  routs  the  had  met  both  the 
gentlemen,  who,  as  elegant  and  falhion- 
able  ftrangers,  were  the  objefts  of  gene- 
ral attention ;  and  had  not  forgotten 
Mr,  Thornborough,  though  flic  bad 
been  wholly  unnoticed  by  him  ;  and  a^s 

they 
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tbey  did  not  play  at  the  fame  table^  he 
tcally  did  not    remember    iier,    even 
vbcn  (willing  to  keep  \ip  the  acquaint- 
ance) jQie  addreflfed  hini  in  the^follow- 
"ing  manner. 

'*  I  thinki  firi  I  had  the  pleafure  of 
"Wing  you  lately  at  Mr,  Hartley*!!  ?'* 

** Madam,  I  beg  pardon;  I  really 
^  not  recoUeft  I  had  that  honour," 


^*0h  pray,  fir,  make  no  apologies; 
J  dare  to  fay  you  did  not,  for  I  fat 
down  to  whift  as  foon  as  I  entered  the 
drawing-room,  and  was  cut  out  but 
^cc  the  whole  evening,  and  then  you 
^^  talking  to  mifs  Barry  more.  What 
B  4  a  charm- 
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a  charming  young  woman  that  is !  Is  Ihc 
not,  fir?" 

^<  Yes,  madam,  perfiefUy  fo  indeed/^ 

^<  I  really  fliould  be  glad  to  cultivate 

'  an  intimacy  with  her;  but  I  do  not  knov 

how  it  is^  I  am  fo  much  engaged,  I  ha?( 

not  time  to  devote  to  thofe  whofe  merit! 
however  defcrve  more  attention  that 
we  pay  to  the  general  herd  of  our  ac 
quaintance  :  and  then  they  are  fo  littl 
here ;  for  you  know,  I  fuppofe,  they  ar 
generally  in  town  in  the  winter:  pec 
haps  indeed  you  firft  knew  then 
there  r 

*•  No,  I  had  not  thepieafureof  bein 

intr^ 
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introduced  to  them  till  my  arrival  at 


"  Indeed  !   Well,  that  is  furprifing, 

^  arc  fo  much  in  the  world.     And 

Mr.  Wilding's  femily  are  vaftly  agreca- 

l^k.  Mifs  Wilding  is  a  prodigious  fine 

^<^xm;  and  mifs  Charlotte,  if  (he  was 

^  quite  fo  grave,  would  be  equally 
to- 

Whilft  (he  ran  on  in  this  manner,  . 
^^^cnding  all  his  particular  friends 
^  cnfure  his  approbation,  her  two 
"^ux,  perceiving  themfelves  wholly 
'^eftcd,  began  to  be  piqued;  and 
^r«  Thornborough  was  as  much  wea* 
^  by  her  attentions  as  they  were  dif- 
Pftcd  at  her  negled.  But  their  con- 
B  5  vcrfaiion 


I 
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verfation  was  foon  put  a&  end  %o 
an  alarm   of  fire;  and  a  thick  fmol 
proceeding  at  the  fame  inflanc  from  the 
ftage,  every  one   became  anxious  fa 
their  own  (afety ;  and  the  general  con 
fufion  that  i:eigned  in  the  honfe  can 
better  iniagined  than  defcribed. 


As  Mr.  Thornbormigh  fat  near  ibe 
door  of  the  box  which  opened  imnpie^ 
\      d lately  to  the  lobby,  he  was  in  no  dan- 
ger :  but  as  he  never  thought  of  himfelf 
pnly^  he  looked  round  to  fee  whom  be 
could  affift;  and  leaving  mifs  Warrett^ 
to  her  beaux,  he  took  the  old  Jady  in 
his  arms,  and  bore  hcrrefolutely  through 
ihe  crowd  into  the  ftiects,  in  fpite  of  her 
fcreams  and  entreaties  that  he  would  quit: 
u  her  and  return  to  Lucy  :  but  he  doybc- 


£    flr  o  tr  fi  tr  f^ 

ed  not  but  Lucy  was  in  good  hands^  and 
carried  her  till  he  came  to  a  (hop,  which 
was  not  quite  (hut;  and  whilft  endea<- 
Touring  to  open  the  door,  he  met  Mr. 
Harriion,  who  was  juft  fet  out  in  fearch 
of  him;  and  feeing  a  female  in  his  arms, 
and  not  knowing  either  the  perfon  or 
the  accident  which  had  happened,  he 
began  to  rally  him  :  but  when  the  old 
Jady  was  feated  in  a  chair,  and  the 
people  of  the  houfe  were  running  to 
fetch  drops  and  water,  his  mirth  was 
abforbed  in  aftonifhment,  and  he  only 
laid  :  "  Why,  Mr.  Godfrey,  this  is 
an  unufual  fort  of  Quixotifm  ;  you  have 
been  ftealing  old  ladies  inftead  of  young 
ones."  But  his  jeft  was  fcarcely  heard, 
and  not  at  all  attended  to  by  Mr.  Thorn- 
borough  :  and  when  the  ohjedl  of  his 
B  6  cave 
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care  recovered  fufficiently  to  fpeak^  tt 
ber  earnefl:  entreaties  he  ran  back  to  the 
theatre^  to  feek  for  her  unhappy  grand* 
daughterj  leaving  her  to  the  care  of  two 
women  and  Mr.  Harrifon^  who  fiaid 
behind  with  the  hope  of  hearing  hoy 
our  hero  had  been  difpofed  of  duiing 
the  evening,  as  he  could  not  imagine 
it  was  an  aflSgnation  with  this  lady 
which  had  induced  him  to  leave  Ms. 
Barrymore's  with  fb  litde  ceremony. 

Mrs*  Warren  toM  the  ftory  of  the 
fire;  and  upon  Harrifoa's  enquiring 
where  (he  met  her  deliverer,  replied^ 
he  had  fat  in  the  box  near  her  the 
whole  evening.  This  added  to  his  per* 
plexity.  However,  having  learned  all  he 
could,  and  not  willing  to  encounter  the 

flames 
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ilames  himielf,  he  ran  back  to  Mr.  Barry-' 
more's,  with  the  news  that  the  theatre 
whalf  burnt  down. 

Sophia  ftarted  from  her  chaio  with  a 
loud  exdamation ;  then  turning  as  pale 
V  death,  Ihe  fat  down  again  :  and  ano« 
^  hdy  afked  how  he  had  heard  it. 
His  reply,  that  he  had  met  Mr.  Godfrey 
vith  a  lady  in  his  arms,  relieved  mifs 
fivrymore's  fears  for  his  f^fety,  but  re- 
"^cvcd  her  inquietude  refpeding  the 
^c  of  his  departure ;  but  all  her  ap-  • 
Pfchenfions  yaniflied  at  once  when  Mr. 
™rrifon  continued : 

**  Faith,  we  were  all  out  in  our  con- 
jures ;  for  this  fair  lady,  as  no  doubt 
T<Hi  all  imagine  her  to  be,  was  no  other 

than 


f 
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ihan  old  madam  Warren  j  and  fhe  d« 
ckred  to  me  he  had  been  fitting  next  her" 
the  whole  evening ;  fo  for  what  piirpofe 
he  ran  away  from  hence  is  yet  to  be  de 

termined/' 

-   0:. 

Sophia^  though  vexed  at  having' 
Grayed  fo  much  conccrnj  fmilcd  at  thi 
fpeech  ;  and  her  uncle  replied :  **  The 
world  could  not  in  this  ioftance  accufe 
liim  of  being  a  fortune- hunter,  fince  it 
was  well  known  Mrs,  Warren  had  only  a 
jointure^  and  that  a  very  fmall  one/* 

A  good  deal  of  ridiculous  niirthj  atid 
many  excellent  jokes,  as  the  fpeakcra 
thought,  pafled  at  our  hero's  expence, 
who,  in  the  mean  time,  returning  to  the 
playhoufe^  found  the  fire,  which  had  bcca 
hil^  only 
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only  in  a  part  of  one  of  the  fcenes^  was 
entirely  extinguKbed^  and  the  houfe  was 
pKtty  well  cleared.  Not  hearing  any 
^Dg  of  mifs  Warren,  he  entered  the 
box,  and  found  her  lying  along  the 
l)ottom  in  a  faintiog  fit ;  and  not  willing 
toreftore  her  to  her  gran^inother  in  that 
cooditionj  he  fumnioned'the  adrefles^and 
4cy  foon  reftored  her  to  fenfe  and  recol- 
^ion.  She  then  informed  him,  that 
one  of  the  gentlemen  who  were  fitting  by 
^cr  had  left  the  houfe  juft  before  the 
ilann  was  given ;  and  that,  as  he  was  carry- 
ing her  grandmother  out,  the  company 
''^  the  next  boxes  on  each  fide,  thinking 
*^was  the  beft  way,  crowded  fo  fall  to 
^c  door,  there  was  no  poffibility  of  her 
leaping;  which  the   other   gentleman 

P^cciving,   he  abandoned    her,    and, 

anxious  . 
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anxious  only  for  his  own  fafety,  jumped 
down  into  the  pit^  which  ftie  was  nOt 
able  to  do,  and,  as  fhc  fuppofed^  g(Jt 
fafe  through  the  paflage.  In  the  mcai^ 
time,  terrified  at  being  thus  cruelly  dC' 
ferted,  flie fcreamed  violently,  but,  in  tb' 
confufion  the  whole  houfe  was  then  ill 
the  fcreamed  unheard  and  unnotica*^ 
and  at  laftj  her  terror  rendering  her  i^ 
capable  of  making  any  exertions  for  h.& 
felf,  flic  funk  to  the  floor  infenfible. 

Mr.  Thornborough,  when  (he  h0 
finiftied  her  little  narrative,  called 
chair,  and  putting  her  in,,  walked  befol 
it  to  the  houfe  where  her  grandmothi 
was  anxioufly  waiting  for  her  return;  an 
having  fatisfied  her  (he  was  well  and  un 
hurt^  he  faw  her  to  their  own  houfe,  an 

the 
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then  came  back  for  the  old  lady,  whom 
he  attended  in  the  fame  manner ;  and 
hanng  received  their  fincere  and  ardent 
thinks,  he  returned  to  his  own  lodgings» 
very  well  pleafed  with  the  events  of  the 
erenlng,  as  far  as  they  related  to  him* 
fcif;  and  in  the  refledion  of  having 
been  ferviceable  to  two  defencelefs  wo- 
men, he  regretted  not  his  own  difappoint- 
Qient  with  refped  to  mifs  Darley. 


CHAP^ 
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O  N  his  return  to  their  Mgings, 
hcvQ  found  hb  friend  arrived  before  1 
he  had  fpcnt  the  evcniog  at  Mn  Wild 
in^%  md  commuaicated  to  him  the 
fucccfs  he  had  met  with  in  his  firft  appli-- 
cation  J  for  the  diflike  Leritia  had  cvincaS^ 
for  him  did  not  prevent  him  from  ac*4 
quainting  her  with  liis  paflion.     He  ad— ^ 
ded,  as  if  in  confidence,*  that  upon  tell-^ 
ing  her  £hc  would  not  have  received  a- 
declaration  from  his  friend  fo  coldly,  (he 
was  in  fo  much  confufion  that  he  no 
longer  doubted  her  regard. 

'^  You  arc  a  happy  man,"  continued 
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he,  «^  to  have  to  fine  a  young  creature 
thus  deeply  attached  to  you,  without  ap- 
pearing with  any  advantages  of  fortune 
crficuation,  and  without  taking  any  pains 
-to engage  her  aSedtions/' 

Mr.  Thornborough  acknowledged 
UmTcIf  e^remely  fortunate,  and  faid 
^onIy.waited  the  lady's  final  determi'- 
'iUKion,  which^  afier  all,  might  be  in 
<5«i6ey*s  favour,  before  he  would  avail 
Wafcif  of  her  partiality. 

When  they  parted  for  the  night,  the 
l»wcr  rejoiced  in  the  fair  profpeft  of 
ttecuting  all  his  plans,  for  the  whole 
afternoon  had  been  fpent  in  contrivance, 
for  which  the  abfence  of  our  hero  and 
the  illncfs  of  Charlotte,  who  was  con- 
fined 
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fined  with  a  coM^  gave  them  the 
fiivourable  opportunity. 

Mr«  Thornborough's  reflexions 
very  different:  flattered  by  mifs  1 
ing's  prepofleffion^  and  pleafed  by 
he  thought  a  proof  of  a  generous 
difinterefled  heart»  which  pardc 
fuited  the  delicate  and  romantic  ti 
his  mindj  he  yet  felt  no  animation  s 
hope  of  calling  her  hi^.  He  adi 
her  perfon,  he  efteemed  her  char 
and  was  grateful  for  her  attachment 
he  reti^ned  it  not  with  that  ardc 
thought  almofl  eflential  to  hapj 
Mifs  Barrymore  then  darted  up< 
mind^  with  all  the  advantages  fli 
feffed,  of  beauty,  fenfe,  and  acconD 
ments;  and  he  breathed  a  half*f< 
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wilh  that  her  fentiments  for  him  were 
equally  tender :  but  however  this  wifli 
was  gratified^  he  was  unconfcious  of  it; 
ibrSophia^  too  fenfible  of  her  partiality^ 
eodeavoured  to  hide  it  by  an  afiumed 
kuiglitinefsj  which  he^  a  novice  in  the 
arts  of  her  fex,  had  not  vanity  enough  to 
fuppofe  was  the  efFeds  of  a  concealed 
paSoQ. 

He  then  confidered  what  he  had  often 
^n  toId>  that  happinefs  was  more  attain- 
able when  the  affedions  were  fixed  upon 
*rcally  amiable  objed,  than  when  attrad* 
^  by  brilliancy  or  engaged  by  beauty. 
Convinced  of  the  attachment  of  Letitia, 
*wlfuppofing,  from  theprefentcondud 
of  Sophia,  that,  only  by  the  difclofure 
rf  his  name  and  fortune,  he  could  have 

any    i 
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any  hopes  of  her,  he  determiaed  to 
follow  the  path  which'  lay  before  himi  - 
and  feriouily  addrefs  the  former;  but  as 
he  was  aflured  the  two  ladies  would  not 
bear  comparifonj  in  juftice  to  his  in« 
tendedj  he  refolved  to  avoid  roifs  Barry- 
more  as  much  as  poffible. 

In  a  few  days  mifs  Darley's  appear- 
ance was  again  announced  in  the  play- 
bills, and  Mr.  Thornborough  determin- 
ed to  be  prefent.  Mifs  Barry  more  had 
refolved  on  the  fame,  though  from  a  very 
different  motive  :  Qie  made  a  large  par- 
ty, and  was  in  the  fide-box  when  our 
hero  entered  the  houfe.  The  play  was 
Venice  Preferved,  as  before  intended ; 
and  when  Belvidera  came  on  the  flage, 
the  beauty  of  her  figure  and  the  inno- 
cence 
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ceoce  of  her  manner^  though  wholly  un« 
&fx  the  charaAer  (he  was  to  reprefenc^ 
lufiDg  in  it  more  of  fimplicity  than 
ini^',  yet  interefted  the  audience  in 
ber  favour,  and  (he  was  received  with 
loud  applaufes. 

Mifs  Barrymore  was  more  taken  up 
^Hhobferving  Mr.  Thomborough  than 
iflitcending  to  the  play.   On  his  firft  en- 
trance he  had  bowed  to  her ;  but  adher- 
ing to  his  refolution,  he  went  not  to  the 
lx)x  where  (he  fat,  though  the  company 
near  him  were  very  infipid.     She  re- 
sumed his  falutation;   but   though  not 
*tll  plcafed  that  he  made  no  attempt  to 
J«n  their  party,  could  not  difcover  the 
**ufc,  nor  imagine  it  to  arife  from  de- 
^^i  as,  though  (he  watched  his  counte- 
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tiance,  (he  could  not  perceive  any  pan 
cular  emotions  of  pleafure  or  ammatk 
when  the  new  aArcfs  made  her  appci 
ance.  He  fecmed  ver)^  attentive  to  t| 
play,  but  curiofity  appeared  to  be  t] 
principal  motive  §  nor  when  Bttvtd4 
made  fomc  capital  and  laughable 
takes^  which  frequently  occurred  in 
courfe  of  the  evening,  did  he  betray  il 
concern;  but  joined  equally  in  the  fmj 
which  went  round  the  houfe^  and  in  tl 
dapping  defigned  to  leffen  her  confi 
ilon.  I 

Though  Sophia  was  in  her  h€^ 
pleafed  that  (he  had  difcovered  no  fig; 
of  an  aaachment^  yet  (he  tried  to  perfua^ 
herfelf  (he  was  forry  ;  as  it  would  ha: 
been  a  motive  with  her  to  conquer  b 
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pvtiality  for  a  man,  whoj  by  fo  flrange 
aprefeFence,  proved  himfelf  unworthy 
of  the  regard  he  had  excited  in  her 
licifL 

When  the  phiy  was  over  he  came 
lOQod  to  their  box^  forgetting  his  deter- 
mination; and^  after  chatting  fome 
timci  a  gentleman  afked  him  what  he 
dxmght  of  the  new  adrefs.  He  (hook 
Us  headj  and  replied  with  a  fmile,  the 
youQg  lady  had  miftaken  her  talent,  for 
kwas  fure  a6ling  was  not  her  forte, 

"Perhaps,"  returned  the  other,  *'(he 
ktt  no  other  fupport/' 

*'  Oh  yes,"  faid  Mr.  Thomborough, 

"  flic  has  friends  who  can  take  care  of 

Vol.  II,  C  her. 
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her,  and  who  will,  I  doubt  not,  prcvQOt , 
her  from  following  the  profeffion^  when 
they  hear  of  her  dcfigo.** 

*^  You  know  her,  then,  fir,  I  prcfumc,* 
interrupted  mifs  Barrymor^. 

*^  Yes,  madam ;  (he  is  either  a  ward^ 
or  a  diftant  relation,  of  the  perfon  with 
whom  I  lodged  in  town.  I  then  firft 
faw  her,  and  am  really  concerned  at  the 
girl's  imprudent  and  ridiculous  ftep,  in 
thus  appearing  on  the  ftage,  without  onfc 
qualification  but  youth  and  beauty/' 

The  converfation  then  changed  j  but 
Mr.  Thornborough  continued  with  them 
ihe  remainder  of  the  evening  :   and  the 
opennefs  of  his  manner^  and  the  viva- 
city 
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citjr  with  which  he  returned  the  raillery 
ht  met  with,  fee  Sophia's  heart  entirely 
« cafe  with  refped  to  mifs  Darley ;  and 
fljc  imagined  it  was  merely  curiofity 
whidi  had  induced  him  to  leave  their 
wnccrt  fo  precipitately  a  few  days  be* 
fore 
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CHAP.      III. 

1  HE  following  morning  our  hero  hav- 
ing learned  where  (he  was  to  be  found, 
called  on  mifs  Darley.  He  was  inftantly 
admitted ;  and  having  enquired  for  Mrs, 
Bennett  the  poor  girl  burft  into  tears^ 
and  exprefTed  a  deep  and  hearty  wi(h  that 
(he  had  never  left  her.  This  was  fo  fair 
an  opening)  that  he  rejoiced  in  the  idea 
that  his  work  was  already  half  accom- 
plilhed;  but  willing  to  hear  more  before 
he  mentioned  his  own  propofal,  he  beg- 
ged to  know,  if  thequeflion  was  not  im- 
pertinent, why  (he  had  left  her  friends, 
and  quitted  the  hopes  of  fucceeding  in  a 

reputable 
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'cputable  way  of  bufinefs,  for  fo  ftrangc 
ud  imprudent  a  plan  as  that  of  going 
wponthcftage. 

'Why,  fir/*rcplicdfhc,  ^a  will  tell  you 
^  tnith  at  once.  To  be  fure  I  do  not 
loTenuotua-makiDg,  and  that  made  me 
VWC  a  novel.  You  know  I  was  pretty 
Btirdie  cataflrophe  that  night  when  you 
tightened  me  fo  much ;  and  when  I  had 

^  finUhed,  I  went  to  Mr. with 

Ac  copy ;  and  it  was  fo  full  of  fenii- 
ncnt,  1  made  fure  he  would  give  me 
fcoiethingextraordinaryforit:  but,  alas! 
i«rclwas  fadly  difappointed.  I  fcarcely 
J^JMiwhow  to  confefs  to  you  the  reafon  he 
pvc  for  refufing  it;  but  as  it  was  the 
^cft  of  education,  and  not  of  nature^ 
^^J  it  is  the  lefs  difgrace,  or  clfe 

C3 
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Aire  I  fliould  blulh  to  add^  that,  y 
had  read  three  or  four  letten,  he  toM 
me  the  fentiments  were  rtcf  precCT^  tad 
the  (lory  very  pathetic^  and  akogedier  k 
was  nearly  as  good  as  many  that  he  pub* 
lllhed ;  but  the  hand-writbg  was  (b;dSi& 
ficult  to  be  read^  and  the  fpelfingbeftdeii 
fomewhat  unintelligible^  Aac  it  woitiMl 
coft  him  more  to  revifethan  the  book  was 
worth  i  and  that  it  would  not  anfwer  for 
him  to  undertake  it»  as  he  had  fo  many 
fent  him  that  he  could  always  pick  aod 
choofc.  I  then  afked  if  he  could  recoia* 
mend  any  other  bookfelter ;  but  be  g^ve 
Qiefo  little  encouragement  to  proceed  at 
all^  that  I  went  home  quite  in  defpair.  I  did 
nothing  but  cry  for  two  days,  till  I  learned 
accidentally  that  the  manager  of  this  com- 
pany wanted  an  aftrcfs  for  tragedy;  and, 
._ .  ■  •  having 
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having  a  ftrong  idea  that  I  (liould  like 
this  employment  better  than  working,  I 
wrote  to  him  to  offer  myfelf.  We  met  at 
the  houfeofafriend  of  minc;  when  he  was 
pTcafed  to  fay  he  liked  my  appearance, 
and  would  take  me  upon  trial :  he  added 

the  company  were  then  met  at  E , 

and  dcfircd  I  would  join  them  as  foon  as 
poffible^ 

^•iTpon  thisJ determined  tofct  out, and 
pretending  to  go  down  to  Richmond  to 
fee  Mrs.  Mafon,  who  had  often  invited 
rac,  I  took  a  place  in  the  coach  for  B — , 
leaving  a  letter  in  the  penny-poft,  to  in- 
fiMtn  Mrs.  Bennet  that  I  had  left  London, 
to*  execute  a  plan  for  my  future  Irfey 
which  fearing  (lie  might  not  entirely  ap- 
prove, I  had  refolved  not  to  acquaint  her 
C  4  with. 
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with,  till  I  knew  its  fuccefs;  but  th4e(li€ 
might  depend  on  hearing  from  me  foon* 
But  I  nov?  fee  the  impropriety  of  the  ftcp 
I  have  been  guilty  of,  and  would  return 
if  I  knew  how  1  fliould  be  received,  mi 
was  not  aihamed  to  fee  Mr.  and  Mrs 
Ben  net,  who  have  indeed  been  good 
me,  and  deferved  not  fo  ungratefijl 
return/*  Here  fbe  burft  into  tears.  Bot 
before  I  go  on  I  muft  inform  my  readen 
of  the  caufe  of  her  contrition. 

The  manager,  who  was  rather  of  a  gay 
difpofitton,  had  been  too  much  capti* 
vated  with  her  perfon  to  attend  to  her 
abilities,  and,  hoping  with  fome  inftmc- 
tions  0ie  might  naake  a  tolerable  aArcfs 
in  lime,  had  been  very  ready  to  engage 
ber:  but  his  wife^  who  had  but  too  mudi 

cauic 


A    y  •  V  B  L.  33 

oufe  for  jealoufy,  regarded  her  beauty 
m  a  very  different  light,  and  had  joyfully 
aniied  herfelf  of  the  innumerable  iaults 
in  her  performance  the  night  before^  to 
pofuade  her  hufband  to  difmifs  her. 
Finding  fome  difficulty  in  gaining  her 
pnnti  (he  went  before  breakfoft  to  mifs 
Dtfley,and  reprefenting  to  her,  with  much 
aapr  and  contempt,  her  prefumption  in 
fiippofing  herfelf  qualified  for  the  (lage, 
dcfircd  Ihe  would  return  diredtly  to 
London,  or  it  would  be  worfe  for  her. 
Her  hufband  entering  at  the  fame  mo- 
(fient^a  violent  quarrel  enfued  between 
^,  which  fo  terrified  the  poor  girl,, 
that  (he  wilbed  herfelf  in  London  a  thou- 
^(imes;  and  the  more  earnedly,  when, 
in  the  heat  of  her  refentmenc,  the  woman 
ttcufcd  her  of  defigning  to  draw  away 
C  s  ^^^ 
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her  hufbandi  and  him  of  having  intend- 
ed her  for  his  milbnefs ;  for  nothing  elicj 
(ht  bid,  could  have  tempted  him  to.CB- 
gage  fuch  a  poor^  filly,  illiterate,  fqueak- 
ing  thing,  who  had  neither  voice  nor 
manner.  She  then  drove  her  hulbandj 
who  was  quite  ftunned  by  her  vocifeni> 
tion,  out  of  the  hodk,  and,  {after  tfaxpv- 
ing  the  frightened  girl  fome  money  as  a 
recompence  for  her  trouble,  and  telling 
her,  if  (he  did  not  leave  the  town  in  left 
than  two  days,  (he  would  apply  to  the 
juftices,  and  have  her  committed  for  a 
vagrant,  (he  haftily  followed,  leaviqg 
mifs  Darley  fo  much  alarmed  at  her  vio- 
lence and  her  threats,  that  (he  was  for 
fome  minutes  quite  ftupified*  A  fliower 
of  tears  at  length  cpming  to  her  relief, 
(he  grew  more  compofed^  and  when  our 
2  hero 
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hero  tiTif ed  ihe  was  devifiog  how  to 
return  to  her  friends  without  difgrace, 
a&d  widiout  confcifing  to  them  all  her 
motives^ 

She  was  too  wife,  or  rather  too  cun* 
suDgy  to  tell  him  all  that  had  pafled :  but 
vhea  he  prefled  her^  after  (he  had  con- 
dudedher  ftory^  to  pertnit  him  to  take  her 
back  to  London^  and  promifed  to  reconcile 
the  Rennets  to  her^  and  even  requeft  them 
never  to  recall  her  paft  faults^  or  by  their 
rcfentment  induce  her  to  repent  her  pre- 
icDt  determination^  (he  cried^  hefitated, 
tod  at  length  confented  in  fuch  a  man- 
ser,  as  if  it  was  merely  owing  to  his  en* 
treaties  and  her  contrition^  not  faying  a 
word  that  could  lead  him  to  fuppofe  (he 
had  previouily  received  a  difmiflion. 

C  6  Charmed 
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Charmed  at  having  gained  z  point 
which  he  confidercd  of  the  utrnoft  confc* 
quence^  he  gave  her  not  time  to  alter  her 
refolutton^  which  he  feared  ffic  mighty 
if  left  to  hcrfelf ;  but  fending  infUndy 
for  a  poft-chaife,  lie  handed  her  in,  fol- 
lowed himfclf,  and  they  drove  off  to 
London  about  one  o^clock  in  the  after- 
noon, in  the  face  of  all  ihe  inhabitants 
ofB-^~^;  our  hero  not  recollecting  a 
GOnftruAion  might  be  put  upon  his  con- 
dud  which  he  never  dreamed  of* 

Mifs  Darley  was  extremely  well  pleaf- 
cd  with  this  happy  termination  of  a  mad 
frolic;  for  (he  knew  Mr.  Thornborough'l 
family,  eftatejConncftions,  andcharafter» 
from  Mrs.  Mafon>  who,  in  all  her  vijitt 
to  her  niece  fince  they  had  met,  made 

him 
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hini  the  darling  theme  of  her  converfa- 

D^  and  dwelt  with  peculiar  facis&dioa 

dieuniverfal  benevoleoce  of  his  hearty 

and  die  ddight  he  had  ever  taken  in 

gecerous  and  humane  aftions ;  and  was 

(enfible  the  Bennets  held  him  in  fuch 

revoencei  they  would  not  refufe  her  their 

for^enefsj  when  he  condefcended  to 

requeft  it.    She  alfo  hoped  the  difgrace- 

f^l  treatment  fhe  had  experienced  would 

i)ot  be  known,  and  of  courfe  they  would 

^ow  her  fome  little  merit,  in  having 

thus  early  repented  her  elopement. 

The  journey  was  not  altogether  fo 
piealant  as  (he  expeded;  for^  confcious 
of  her  beauty,  fhe  imagined  Mr. 
Thomborough  would  pay  her  many  com- 
pliments, not  only  on  that,  but  on  the 

heroic 


i 


jS        THE  BEKEVOLEHT  (^IXOTE  Z 

^beroic  refolunon  with  which  flic  had  con- 
quered her  hopes  of  fame  and  fonmie, 
and  returned  to  the  humbler  fphciCt 
where  flie  might  fabfift  by  the  labour  of 
her  hands^  but  could  never  hope  to  ftiioe, 
Inftead  of  this,  he  gave  her  the  moft  ex- 
cellent advice  for  her  future  conduft^ 
reprefentcd  the  dangers  (he  had  efcapcd, 
and  pointed  out  the  path^  by  following 
which  (he  might  cnfurc  comfou  and 
tranquillity. 

She  liftened  to  all  he  fald,  and  pro- 
mifed  to  comply  with  all  he  advifcd  ;  but 
Oie  heard  him  with  inattention  and  weari- 
nefs:  nor  was  he  lefs  difpleafed  at  her 
ftupidity  and  infenfibility;  for  flic  feemcd 
toully  unconcerned  about  the  reception 
flie  might  meet  with^  and  apparently  uo- 

confcioui 
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coofcioos  of  having  been  guilty  of  any 
finking  indifcretion :  and  he  felt  a  little 
ifionilhed  that  a  girl  foperfedly  illiterate 
ud  uneducated  (hould  have  the  confi- 
dence to  attempt  either  going  on  the 
fi^  or  turning  authorefs,  for  both  of 
vbidi  (he  appeared  wholly  unqualified^ 
But  as  all  the  difadvantages  (he  poflefled 
did  not  leflen  the  merit  of  his  interference^ 
kc  rgoiccd  at  being  the  caufe  of  reftoring 
Her  to  her  friends^  which  he  did  inllant- 
ly  on  his  arrival  in  town. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bennet  had  been  ex* 
trcmely  frightened  and  angry  with  her  for 
te  ftrange  condud :  however,  on  his 
wmcftly  requefting  their  forgivenefs, 
»nd  telling  them  he  had  made  it  the  con- 
dition of  her  return,  they  confentcd  after 

fcverely 


40      THE  BENEVOLENT  CUTIXOTi:] 

fevcrely  reproving  her,  aod  warmly  il 
ing  him.  He  then  left  them  and  rctun 
to  the  inn  where  he  meant  to  fleep^l 
from  whence  the  coach  fct  out  for] 
next  morning,  in  whicli  he  fecui 
place,  preferring  that  mode  of  coi 
^nce. 


CHA 
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CHAP.      IV. 


*^S  fellow  paflei^rs  were  of  that 

Common  clafs  of  charader  which  merits 

xxo  particular  defcription;  too  cheerful 

to  appear  to  want  his  affiflancei  and  too 

^pid  to  make  him  felicitous  for  their 

IWthcr  acquaintance.    But  about  twenty 

Qules  from  B     —  they  took  up  an  old 

g^tleman>  whom  our  hero  recollected 

to  have  often  met  with  at  the  coffee- 

iKKifc  there.     He  was  a  very  Angular 

charaAer  :  though  his  birth  and  fortune 

cniided  him  to  mix  in  the  firft  fociety, 

yet  he  rather  chofe  to  vifit  his  inferiors, 

^  give  up  to  the  fafliionable  hours. 

For 
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For  this  reafon,  except  at  thecoffee-houfir, 
he  was  feldom  feen  in  company ;  for  ob- 
ilinately  adhering  to  old  cuftoms  io  every 
particular,  he  dined  at  one,  dimnk  ttx 
at  five.  Tupped  at  eight,  and  went  to 
bed  at  nine.  His  dre(s  was  no  lels  con- 
fpicuous  :  his  head  and  neck  exhibited  a  - 
wfg,  cravat,  and  collar,  which  can  no# 
only  be  feen  in  the  piftures  of  our  great 
grandfathers ;  and  his  wide  boot  cuffs, 
waiftcoat  flaps,  crimfon  coat,  and  yellow 
buttons,  ftruck  the  beholder  at  firft  fight 
with  infinite  (urprife ;  but  from  the  good* 
humoured  pleafantry  and  drollery  of  hit' 
convcrfation,  the  oddity  of  his  figure 
grew  every  moment  lefs  and  lefs  appa- 
rent, and  was  at  length  totally  forgotten.^ 

« 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Nefbitj  for  that  was  his  name, 

/oon  entered  into  ai^miHar  and  eafy  chat 

with  Mr.  Thornborough,  who  was  cx- 

ccffively  delighted  with  the  humour  of 

his  remarks.    When  they  had  dropped 

thereft  of  the  paflengers^  which  happened 

before  they  came  within  ten  miles  of  the 

tovii^  Mr.  Nefbitj  taking  a  book  and  roll 

of  papers  out  of  his  pocket,  afked  his 

companion  if  he  would  fubfcribe  to  a 

pamphlet  he  intended  foon  to  publi(h. 

"  Certainly  I  will,"  returned  our  hero; 
"but  pray  what  is  the  fubjed  ?'* 

"You  have  a  right  to  afk  that,  to 
befure/'  anfwered  the  old  gentleman, 
f^iueezing  up  his  face  into  an  odd  form; 
"and  I  will  tell  you*  I  am  going  to  ftaift 

anew 


J 
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a  new  hypothefis,  and  prove  tha£ 
few  generations   more  the  life  of 
will  be  extended  to  the  fame  lengjl 
was  before  the  flood;  and  more»  thac! 
already  far  advan^  in  this  tmpD 


mcnt." 


Mr.  Thornborough,  though  muc 
prifed  at  this  f  range  fpcech*  yet 
with  his  ufual  pleafantry,  ^^Thisdoftri 
my  good  fir,  will  be  very  acceptable 
thofe  who,  from  the  avidity  with  wh 
they  purfue  the  pleafures  of  life,  nfl 
rejoice  in  the  hope  of  its  being  extei 
ed;  particularly  as  youth  muft  be  length 
ed  in  proportion  to  the  reft,  and  they  d 
look  forward  many  years  without  vii 
ing  that  period  when  age  and  infinac 
work  an  involuntary  reformation^  i 


r- 
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ibrce  them  to  refign  thofe  delights  they 
ittVC  (b  long  cheri(hed.  But  pray,  if  I 
majaik  the  queflionj  how  do  you  mean 
»  prove  this?" 

«  Why,  fir,"  anfwered   Mr.  Nefbit, 
"  have  you  not  frequently  read  in  the 
pipers,  within  thefe  few  years,  the  deaths 
df  different  people  at  ninety  or  an  hun- 
dred years  of  age,  and  many  even  older  ? 
Nov,  as  I  imagine,  the  life  of  man  will 
be  extended  by  degrees,  ten  or  twelve 
Jtars  perhaps  in  every  generation;  for  if 
Qiore  than  that,  it  would  lofe  its  intend- 
^€ffe£k,and  become  a  fource  of  mifery, 
lofteadof  the  reverfe.     As  an  inftance, 
if  you,  fir,  were  to  live  two  hundred 
y«rs  or  thereabouts,  even  if  all  of  your 
^'vnage  were  to  live  nearly  the  fame  time, 

T 
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yet  to  lofe  thofe  connexions  and  friends 
whom  from  your  infancy  you  have  been 
taught  to  love  and  revere,  perhaps  a  cen- 
tury and  a  half  before  you  wene  to  folloir^ 
would  be  to  a  man  of  a  ferious  turn  a 
difagreeable  idea.*' 

*'  Difagreeable,  indeed,"  returned  our 
heroi  **nor  have  I  the  leaft  wifh  to  remain 
here  even  half  the  time  you  fpeak  of." 

*'  But  ten  or  twenty  years,"  continued 
the  old  gentleman,  *'  will  make  no  vaft 
difference;  and  therefore  I  imagine  it  will 
be  protradled  by  thofe  degrees.  And  I 
will  foon  prove  to  you  this  is  not  idea 
only.  I  have  formed  my  opinion  from 
ebfervations,  of  which  I  think  you  will 
allow  the  force«    Then  opening  the  book 

in 
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in  his  hand,  which  wast  he  eighth  volume 
of  thcSpedator,  "  Here,  fir,"  continued 
he/<you  have  probably  read  the  ante« 
diluYian  ftory  of  Hilpa  and  Shalunij  and 
may  remember  this  fcntence: 

*  Hilpa  was  exceedingly  beautiful,  and^ 
wl)cnlhc  was  but  a  girl  of  thrcefcore  and 
ten  years  of  age,  received  the  addreffes 
rf  fcveral  who  made  love  to  her.' 

"  And  what  pray  in  thefe  days  is  fo 
common  as  a  girl  of  threefcore  and  ten  ?** 

Mr.  Thomborough,  who  for  fomc 
time  had  thought  his  companion  a  mad 
*ton,  now  clearly  underftood  his  keen 
fcirc;but  unwilling  to  interrupt  him, 
^  only  indulged  himfelf  in  a  hearty 
^^9  whilft  the  other  went  on. 

*«  I  would 


\ 


I 
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**lwoiildiiothavethc  world  aiiftakcn 
meaning ;  and  hope  it  is  crtdent  to  yo 
that  I  do  not  by  this  intend  to  fay  ij 
prcfent  race  of  young  ladies  haTTC  \ 
the  folidity  of  their  grandmothers  1  b 
the  rcverfe,  I  mean^  that  at  feventyyc^ 
of  age  tlicy  arc  mod  of  them /^  gtri 
But  between  them  and  HUpa  tbem 
yet  a  difference  1  for  the  latter  we  fnj 
pofe,  from  the  cxpreffion  "  but  a  giri 
to  have  been  juft  entering  into  life,  at 
thought  full  young  to  have  fo  many  ai 
mirers-  Our  ladies,  by  being  termed/; 
girls,  may  be  imagined  to  be  on  the  poi 
of  lofing  all  right  to  that  term ;  ihougi 
as  females  love  dominion,  they  are  vo 
unwilling  even  at  this  age  to  refign  the 
pretentions:  and  it  Isfrom  this  circun 
ftance  1   niall  prote  we  arc  as  yet  od 

advancio 
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advancing  to  that  happy  time,  when  a 
kundred  years  will  be  no  more  than  ten 
watprcfent. 

''AndnoWjfir^what  do)^oiifay?  I  have 
fan  you  in  the  polite  circles  at  B-— ; 
and  furcly  you  muft  have  obferved  many 
rf  thcfe  Hilpasj  for  there  are  plenty  of 
^  in  the  town :  and  farther,  I  believe 
^  are  already  of  my  opinion ;  for 
4cy  not  oiJy  drefs  like  young  people, 
^behave  in  the  famethoughtlefs  man- 
^}  and  feem  as  little  apprehenfive  of 
^hafty  ftrides  of  age,  as  if  two  or  three 
Wdrcd  was  the  common  life  of  man  : 
^  furely,  if  they  were  in  the  Icaft  con- 
^s,  that  their  exiftence  would  be  ex- 
*ried  but  a  few  years,  they  could  not 

Vol.  II.  D  be 
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be  thus  carelefs  of  all  (hey  tiiigltf ^^Bt- 
tend  to.'^  ^ '  '  '  ' 

Mr.  Thomborough  was  extremely  di« 
verted  by  his  cotnpanidn's  amufing  ha- 
rangue; and  jomed  ih  his  opinion  6f  the 
levity ^and  foHy  of  the  age.  '       "  ■  -  * 

«'  And  yet,"  continued  Mr.  NefSit,' 
*'  is  it  not  furprifing,  that  the  writers  of 
the  prcfent  times  copy  fo  little  ffotfi  na- 
ture ?  In  i-eal  life,  wc  often  fee  parehts 
and  children  in  the  fame  cotillon  ;  and 
may,  poffibly,  ih  the  fame  aflembly,  dif* 
cover  four  generations  :  yet,  in  almoll 
all  the  modern  publications,  whether  no- 
vels, poems,  or  fentimcntal  tales,  we  read 
of  grey-headed  fathers  bending  over 
their  blooming  offspring,  and  even  little 

infants 
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intents  playing  with  their    grandfire^s 
crutches;  when  I  declare,  the  very  re- 
vtrfe  has,  in  real  life,  fallen  under  my 
own  obfervation  :    and,  at  this  time,  I 
luiow  a  young  fellow,  of  feventy,  intro- 
ducing his  grandfon,  a  young  fellow  of 
feventeen,  into  all  the  diflipation,  all  the 
Jn'egularities,  and,  I  fear  I  may  add,  all 
Jbe  debaucheries  of  faniionable  life." 

Mr.  Thornborough  fliuddered  at  a 
pifture  too  true  ;  and  mentally  returned 
shanks  to  Heaven  for  having  prcferved 
Ws  mind  uncorrupted,  aad  for  the  ex- 
*oiple  and  precepts  in  early  youth  lee 
orfore  his  view. 

A  good  deal  more  converfation  paffed 

"^ween  them,  on  thefe  and  other  fub- 

D  2  jefts; 
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jefts;  in  the  com  fe  of  which  Mr.  Ndbit 
difplayed  fo  much  real  wit  and  humour, 
and  fatire  fo  general,  with  very  little 
peifonal  ridicule,  and  fo  nauch  morality^ 
that  our  hero  was  particukily  charmed, 
and  promifed  to  call  frequently  on  him 

whilft  he  continued  at  B —  Nor  was 

the  old  gentleman  lefs  pleafed  with  him: 
his  oddity  of  drefs,  and  the  lingular  ftyle 
of  his  living  and  appearance,  had  giveii 
many  of  the  fafhionable  world  a  plea  for 
behaving  to  him  with  a  contempt  he 
little  defer ved.  But  the  vivacity,  the 
politenefs,  the  atcention,  of  our  hero^ 
quite  won  his  heart ;  and  they  parted 
with  a  mutual  with  and  promifc  of  fooQ 
meeting  again. 


^  .  CHAP. 
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CHAP.     V. 

Miss  Barrymore's  well-known  cha- 

'^fterfor  aftive  benevolence  and  univerfal 

iumanicy  drew  on  hcr^  numerous  appli- 

^ions.    The  day  before  our  hero's  lad 

**cuffion  to  London,  (he  had  met  with 

•poor  child,  who,  in  accents  of  unfeign- 

^  diftrefs,    implored  her  relief.     She 

«^c  the  girl  follow  her  home,  and  or- 

^cd  the  fervant  to  take  her  into  the 

kitchen,  and  give  her  fome  meat.     The 

little  creature  fcarcely  tafted  what  they 

pve  her,  but,  wrapping  it  in  her  apron, 

&id,  though  (lie  was  very  hungry,  her 

poor  mammy  was  hungry  and  (ick  too ; 

*fid  de(ired  (he  might  carry  it  home. 

^  D  3  Sophia^ 
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Sophia,  mucli  affeded  with  this  inf 
of  tenderncfs,  bade  ihc  child  eat  vi^ht 
vvoukl,  and  her  moihcr  fliould  have  r 
She  ihcn  told  her  own  maid  to  go 
wiih  the  girl,  and  bring  her  word 
the  real  fituattan  of  the  family  was 
ihe  fame  iime  fending  what  Ihe  the 
ncceflary  for  the  woman *s  immcdral 
lief.  The  fcrvant,  who  had  caught 
of  her  lady's  charity,  returned  with  ( 
plorablc  an  account,  that  mifs  Barry 
refolved  to  vifit  her  the  next  morj 
and  contrive  fome  means  for  her  pr 
comfort,  even  if  her  recovery  was 
poflTible,  as  Beatrice  had  informed 
flic  had  every  appearance  of  a  deej 
^line. 

She  fet  out  foon  after  breakfaft, 

f 
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found  the  poor  woman  apparently  in  the 
M  ftage.  Her  lodging,  which  was  in 
t!jc  garret  of  a  tolerable  houfe,  was  yec 
focold,  that  Sophia  thought  the  firft  ftcp 
towards  a  recovery,  would  be  removing 
her  to  a  warmer  apartment.  Sending, 
therefore,  for  the  landlady,  fhe  enquired 
if  (he  could  not  accommodate  her  with 
^^hrrj  and  promifed  to  pay  the  rent. 

"Yes,  madam,'*  replied  (he;  ''as 
good  luck  would  have  it,  there's  a  young 
lady  belonging  to  the  players  juft  going: 
iljcre's  a  fine  gentleman  juft  come  after 
her,  and  he  has  fent  for  a  poft-chaife  ; 
lb  Siikey  Pcarfon  may  be  carried  down, 
^•^l  don't  r.ippofe  'csvill  be  a  quarter  of 
aa  hour  before  (lic'll  be  off." 

''  A  player!" 
D4 
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^'  A  player !"  faid  mifs  Barrymoi 
with  fome  emotioo.  '<  Do  you  knowli 

name?' 


^»» 


^'  Darley,  madam^*'  replied  thev 
man. 

'  This  was  enough  for  SophU :  Am  i 
by  the  poor  creature's  bed- fide  in«  da 
revericj  in  which  the  fcene  before  h 
had  lltde  (hare^  till  (he  was  awaken< 
from  it  by  a  girl's  entering  the  roo 
haftily^  and  faying :  ^'  Mother,  mifs 
jufl  going,  and  the  gentleman  waits 
pay  you/* 

-  The  landlady  difappeared ;  and  S 
phia,  walking  to  the  window,  obferved 
poft-chaife  (landing  at  the  door,  in 

whic 
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^Wcb,  in  a  few  minutes,  (he  faw  our 
Jicrahand  mifs  Darley,  and  they  drove 
<^ff  immediately. 

Her  fears  thus  confirmed,  and  her 
•lopcs  t-ius  diffipated,  (he  felt  a  ftrange 
fcnfation  of  uneafmefs,  for  which  (lie 
could  fcarcely  account,  as  (lie  had  little 
idea  how  much  Mr.  Thornborough  was 
^•icfubjefl  of  her  thoughts ;  and  (he  felt 
nionified  at  being  difappoinred  in  acha* 
^'"ifter,  of  which  |he  had  formed  fo  hlgli' 
^•''*  opinion. 

The  landlady  came  back  in  high  good' 
J^utnour,  praifing  the  gentleman's  gcnc- 
^ofity  to  the  (kies,  and  faying,  (lie  war- 
ranted it  was  not  for  nothing  he  had 
*^^gged  mifs  to  go  with  him ;  and  in- 


r 
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deed  fhe  thought  flie  was  in  high  luck, 
to  get  fo  rich  and  fo  fine  a  gentleman  to 
take  care  of  her. 


Mifs  Barrymore  fighcd  ;  but,  endea- 
vouring to  fupprefs  her  uneafinefs,  (he 
defired  the  poor  woman  might  be  re- 
moved diredly ;  and,  as  her  own  chil- 
dren were  too  young  to  aft  as  nurfes, 
ordered  the  landlady  to  fee  flie  was 
properly  attended,  and  the  expences  (he 
would  be  anfwerable  for.  She  then 
took  leave.  Tiie  poor  invalid  was  too 
faint  to  return  thofc  thanks  her  kindnefs 
merited  ;  but  flie  promifed  to  fee  her 
again  very  foon,  and  returned  home. 

Her  aunt  was  alone  in  the  parlour ; 

and   Sophia,   fitting  down   by  the  fire, 

I  con- 
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continued  filent  a  few  minutes  :  at  laft — 
*'  ^V'cll,  madam,"   faid  (he,    ''  it  is  all 

tnie.*' 

''  What  is  true,  Sophy  ?" 

''  Why,  that  Mr.  Godfrey  has  a  con- 
nexion with  that  young  aftrefs  wc  faw 
lift  night ;  as  he  is  this  morning  jud 
^one  oft'  with  her  to  London." 

-  ^  Well,  my  dear ;  but  wl.y  fliould  it 
«onccni  you  fo  deeply  ?" 


Sophia  coloured.  *' Surely,  madam,  it 
^^00  ftriking  a  proof  of  the  depravity  of 
J^unian  nature,  not  to  give  very  unplea- 
'^t  ftnfations  to*  one  who  had  formed 
^  opinion  of  iKe  young  man,  which 
D  6  his 
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ills  conduft  has  not  difappointed  merely 
in  this  rcfpeftj  but  in  every  other; 
for  he  muft  be  a  complete  niafter  of 
duplicity,  who  could,  with  fuch  appa* 
rent  franknefs  and  candour^  difavow  any 
particular  iotereft  in  the  young  creature; 
when  he  mufl:  have  previoufly  concerted^ 
the  plan  which  he  this  morning  cxe 
cuted/' 

*'  I  am  forry  to  fay,  my  dear  girl,"  re- 
plied her  aunt,  "  it  is  too  much  the  way 
of  the  world  ;  and,  as  you  go  through 
life,  you  will  meet  too  many  fuch  in- 
ftances."  Mr.  Barrymore  then  enter- 
ing the  room,  Sophia  made  no  reply, 
and  the  fubjeft  dropped. 

When  Mr.  Thornborough  returned  to 
-^4 
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B— ,  he  was  a  little  furprifed,  and  not 
a  little  mortified,  at  being  received  by 
^  female  part  of  the  Barrymorc 
family,  when  he  called,  with  a  peculiar 
coldnefs;  a  coldnefs  the  more  marked, 
«  it  was  inconfiftent  with  their  general 
charafter.  This,  however,  from  his 
miflaking  the  caufe,  only  confirmed  the 
niore  ftrongly  his  intentions  with  refpedt 
to  Letitia  Wilding,  whofc  countenance 
l>etrayed  the  livelieft,  the  moft  animated 
faiisfkaion,  when  they  firft  met,  after  this 
ftort  reparation. 

Mr,  Godfrey  informed  him  he  had 
'Reived  from  her  a  decifive  anfwer; 
^i)  in  confequence  of  it,  he  had  deter- 
o^ined  to  try  his  fortune  with  her  lifter, 
who,  though  not  equally  handfome,  had 

yet 
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« 


yet  fufficieni:  at  trad  ions  :o  engage  him. 
**  You,"  continued  he^  **  are  the  kjol 
of  Letitia;  and  I  believe,  from  my  foul, 
flic  will  go  into  a  confumption  if  you  rc^ 
turn  not  her  attachment**' 

'*  There  will  be  no  danger  of  that 
anfwered  he,  '*  if  it  depends  upon  m^ 
I  have  yet  k^n  no  woman  >s:ho  has 
equally  the  power  and  indination  lo 
make  me  happy  :  and  with  what  plea- 
furc  do  I  anticipate  the  hour,  when  her 
difinterefled  love  will  be  rewarded  by 
her  knowledge  of  the  fglendour  that 
awaits  her !" 

Mr,  Godfrey  replied,  he  wiftied  his 
own  happinefs  was  as  fccure;  but  he 

knew 


i^ 
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letur  not  how  Charlotte  would  rcceivrc 
e  news  of  his  degradation. 

**  Fear  not,"  cried  his  generous 
lend ;  *'  can  happinefs  be  too  dearly 
ought  ?  And  when  I  owe  all  I  have  to 
our  attention,  think  not  I  can  be  un- 
;rateful.  You  may  depend  on  poffeflT- 
ng  whatever  you  or  your  Charlotte  can 
wilh  for,  that  is  in  my  power  to  be- 
ftow/' 

Mr.  Godfrey,  confcious  of  his  own 
Aiplicity,  thanked  him  with  an  aukward- 
^9  which  the  other  attributed  to  ex- 
ccfs  of  gratitude,  and  defired  the  fubjeft 
ought  be  dropped. 

From  this  time,  in  their  vifits  to  Mr. 

Wilding, 
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Wilding,  which  were  more  frequent  tha 
L      ever,  Mr*  Godfrey  transferred  liis  attCfl- 
tions  to  Charlotte^  and  Mr.Thoifabo- 
rough  paid  his  devoirs  to  the  deUgjfaied 
Letitia.    She  received  them  widh  fuch  a 
proper  mixture  of  approbation  and  ito- 
ferve,  and  difcovered  her  partialit7i)f  ' 
a  thoufand  trifling  inftances,  yet  witB  the 
mod  feminine  delicacy^  that  he  was  more 
than  ever  convinced  of  the  propriety  of   \ 
his  choice,  and  waited  only  a  proper    \ 
opportunity  to  make  a  full  declaradon 
of  his  fentiments.     That   opportunity 
was  not  long  fought  for  in  vain. 

Charlotte,  who  afliduoufly  avoided  b^ 
lover,  was  engaged  abroad  more  th^** 
ever*    Mr.  Godfrey  followed  her  to  *** 

publ^ 
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public  places,  and  in  every  vifit  wliere 
iic  could  with  propriety  :  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wilding  going'  out  of  town  for  a 
fev  days,  our  hero  determined  to  avail 
liimfclf  of  their  abfence;  and  calling 
oncmorning,  when  his  frienjjjwas  other- 
viTe  engaged,  he  had  the  good  fortune  to 
meet  tnifs  Wilding  alone  in  the  parlour. 
He  addreffed  her  with  politenefs,  but 
without  that  timidity  or  confufion,  which 
ij  ufually  attendant  on  thofe  who  are 
deeply  interefted  in  the  fubjedt,  and 
*ho  fear  an  unfavourable  anfwer  :  yet, 
wiih  a  peculiar  delicacy,  he  avoided 
giving  her  the  leaft  hint  he  had  feen 
through   her  partiality. 

She  heard  him  wkh  much  plcafure, 
but  with    little   furprife,    having  long 

known 
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known  his  fentiments  from  his  friend] 
and,  with  a  pretty  affeded  air,  flic  d 
claimed  his  compliments,  and  pretend 

to  believe  it  impoffible  he  could  have 

garded  her  with  fo  partial  an  eye ;  till 

repeated  afleverations,  and  contjoued 

treaties,  induci^d  her  to  confcfs  flic  v 

by  no  means  infenfible  of  his  alfeflioj 

and  returned  it  with  as  iDUch  reality*! 

he  could  wifh.     He  thanked  her  v«r^ 

fincercly,  but  very  foberly,  for  this  cofl- 

fcfTion  !  he  pre  fled  her  hand  to  his  lip% 

and  aiked  if  he  m'glu  not  apply  to  her 

father.     This  quefUon  flie  only  anfwcrrf 

with  ablufli ;  and  he  was  now  fufficicnilf 

convinced   of    her   love,    to   have  Mf 

doubts  to  ht'ighren   his  own.     He  cotJ* 

tinned  with  her  till  the  hour  of  dinner  ap* 

proachinj 
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ng  reminded  him  of  an  engage- 
nd  be  then  took  leave^  after  fix* 
our  to  wait  on  her  father  the  next 
]  obtaining  permiflion  to  vifit  her 
ly,  till  that  happy  one  which 
mite  them  for  ever,  Mr.  Wild- 
nfent  was  obtained  without  any 
|r,  as  the  reader  will  eafily  fup- 
ad  it  was  foon  univerfally  known, 
hero  was  paying  his  addreffes  to 
ilding. 

Barrymore  was  not  the  laft  who 
>  nor  the  leaft  affefted  by  it.  Mr. 
1,  who  had  no  fpirit  but  the  fpirit 
fity,  which,  however,  was  fuffi- 
(Irong  to  make  up  for  the  want 
Cither  refpeils,  was  told  of  it  at  a 
:-!c  fufpCL^ed  Sophia's  prepoflef- 

fion. 


i 
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fion,  and,  willmg  to  difcovcr  her  tU 
fentimentSi  if  poffibk,  he  called  at  Mi 
Barrymore's  the  next  morning,  and 
finding  the  ladies  at  their  work^  he^ 
gan; 


I 


*'  Well,  Jiave  you  heard  the  news?** 

.1 

"  No>"  cried  Mrs.  Barrymorc,  ^ith  i 
fmile;  '*  we  feldom  hear  any  but  when 
you  vifit  us,  Mr.  Harrifon." 


"  Oh  !  I  am  glad  of  it/'  replied  he; 
"  and  now  you  (hall  guefs.  There  i 
going  to  be  a  wedding  not  a  thoufaiw 
miles  from  —  ftreet.  Who  do  yo 
think  it  is?** 

He  looked  at  Sophia  wiih  lo  muc 

intendt 
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intended  archiiefs,  that  (he  inftantly  faw 
timuigh  his  defign ;  and,  f'ufpefting  our 
hero  was  f-me  way  concerned,  relolved 
to  arm  her  mind  with  fortitude,  and  pre* 
icnre  die  uttnod:  caknnefs  of  counte- 
ttuicc,  let  him  fay  what  he  would*  The 
moment  (he  believed  this  was  poflible, 
i  became  really  fo;  and,  with  much 
apparent  unconcern,  (he  afked  if  it. was 
'   Mr,  Thornborough  and  mifs  Wilding. 

*'  You  are  right,'*  faid  Mr.  Harrifon, 
"as  to  the  lady;  but  the  gendeman 
k:. — '* 


^  Mr.  Godfrey,  perhaps,'*  cried  So- 
jAia,  with  fo  much  unconcern,  that 
Harrifon  thought  for  once  his  penetra- 
tion had  been  in  fault. 

^<  Yes,** 
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*'  YeSj"  continued  he, "  now  you  \^% 
them  both  fure  enough  ;   and  I  can  K 
you  how  it  all  hapi)caed.     Mr.  Tk 
borougii,  as  you  know,  paid  liis  addref 
to  mifs  Wilding;  but  ihc  girl  refi 
liim,  Uke  a  fool,  and  has  now  cent 
to  marry  his  friend,  to  whom  it  is 
flie  was  previoufly  attached/' 

Ah  !  thought  Sophia,  {he  never  gat| 
fo  (Iriking  a  proof  of  her  difceroj^ 
before-  J 

i 

"*. 
"  Well',*'  interrtipted  Mrs.Barr)'Uiot^ 

'^  and  flie  afted  very  wifely,  though  ufl' 

like  the  generality  cf  die  world,  to  fn^, 

t  i 
tlie  man  flie  could  be  mo£l  happy  witUr> 

And  in  ihefc  fentitnents  her  niece  join(^ 

fo  cordially  and  frankly,  diat  Harrili 


rrilol 

i 
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v»  not  only  vexed  at  having  made  no 
&rthcrdifcovery,  but  alfo  at  being  oblige 
cd  almoft  to  give  up  an  opinion  he  had 
longcheriflied,  and  contradid  a  (lory  he 
fcad  often  circulated. 

After  half  an  hour's  farther  converfa- 

^n  upon  this    and  other  fubjeds,   he 

took  leave.   But  Sophia's  tranquillity  was 

only  aflumed:  flie  retired  to  her  own 

>panment,  and  gave  way  to  the  train  of 

rcfleftions  this  intelligence  infpircd.  His 

ninning  away  with  an  adrefs,  though  it 

^corded   not  with  his  moral  charadcr, 

^d  was  inconfiftcnt  with  the  fentiments 

k  ufaally  profelTcd,  was  yet  too  com- 

,    nion  an  event  in  the  annals  of  gallantry, 

tocxciteher  furprife,  though  it  had  raifcd 

; -W  rcfentment,  and  leflencd  her  good 

[  opinion 


r 
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opinion  of  him:  but  far  his  pr*:fcnt  coi 
dud  llie  could  ia  no  vvay  acodunt|j 
mifs  Wildings  though  very  handfooi 
was,  (he  thought,  of  a  charaAer  wok 
fipid^  too  trifling,  and  too  little  v^ne 
to  infpire  a  klling  aflfedion  in  the  bra 
of  on£,  whofe  convcrfacion  proi'cd  hi 
no  lefs  the  man  of  education  and  Icar 
ing,  than  his  dignity,  elegance,  ai 
fpiritj  the  man  of  tafte  and  fafliion*  Bt 
from  the  late  rcfolute  propriety  of  h( 
own  behaviour,  (he  fancied  Qie  had  ob 
taincd  a  complete  conqtieft  over  herfelf 
and  in  this  certainty  determined  JW 
longer  to  avoid  him  as  ufual.  She  wa 
too  confcious  of  the  reditude  of  her  heart 
and  the  fteadinefs  of  her  mind,  to  fc^ 
entertaining  one  improper  fentiment  (o 
a  man,  who  had  never  fliewn  her  tb 

Icai 
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Icaft  degree  of  partiality,  and  who  was  now 
deftined  to  be  the  hufband  of  another. 
Tet  (he  feared^  from  Mn  Harrifon's 
nuner,  her  partiality  had  been  fufped- 
d,  and  that  there  might  be  conftrudtions 
put  upon  her  conduft  (he  was  now  cer* 
tUQofnotdeferving. 


VouII. 
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Let  me  now  vefo  nyr  4»ui$n,t|t.4 
former  part  of  this  hiftoryj  a))d;fiC!G|d| 
to  their  remembrance  the  Mr,  Uttletoa 
who  had  accompanied  George  Thombo- 
rough  on  his  travels.  He  was  a  clergy* 
man  of  a  good  &mily ;  but  had  no 
other  expedtations  of  a  livings  except 
what  arofe  from  bis  hopes  of  fucceeding 
to  one  in  the  gift  of  the  college^  of  which 
he  was  but  a  junior  fellow^  when  he  was 
introduced  to  mifs  Charlotte  Wildjpgt, 
at  Bath,  where  (lie  was  then  with  her 
aunt. 


Aftrikiogr 
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Aftrikingfimilarityof  charader  foon 
^^cd  them  to  each  other  with  a  ftea- 
^iocfi  no  time  or  diftance  had  power  to 
'cfin.    TTiey  both  poffefled  ftrong  un- 
^^crflandings^  excellent  hearts>  and  drift 
piflcipies :  but  Mr.  Littleton  was  too 
firioufly  in  love,  to  wifli  to  marry  her 
dl  he  could  provide  for  her  in  fomc 
ownncr  fuitable  to  the  ftyle  in  which  Ihe 
now  lived  with  Mrs.  Emerton,  who  had 
a  lai^c  jointure,  and  kept  the  heft  com- 
pafty.    But  a  fixed  engagement  took 
place  between  them  j  though  it  was  mu- 
tually agreed  to  keep  it  a  profound  fe- 
fcrct,  till  fome  acquifition  of  fortune,  or 
prfcrment,  Ihould  enable  them  to  re- 
^l  it  to  the  world. 

Mr,  Littleton  foon  returned  to  Ox- 
£  2  fordj 
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« 

1 


ford,  where  his  acquaintance  with 
Thornboroughs,  which  had  been  flt 
fome  accident  improved  into  inciimj 
and  he  received  with  the  ticmofi:  d 
furc  the  offer  of  accompanying  Gt«j 
on  his  travels*  A  perfeft  harmony  | 
lifted  between  them,  as  George  TW 
borough  poffeffed  that  real  cafe  andgfl 
humour  which  enabled  him  to  lift« 
Mr.  Littleton's  admonitions,  which 
too  frequently  deferved,  with  cand< 
and  acknowledgments  of  their  '| 
priety,  though  he  paid  too  little  ail 
tion  to  them. 

Mr.  Littleton,  though  not  engagoi 
a  regular  tutor,  and  though  in  hope 
fucceeding  to  a  good  living  through 
means,  yet  never  yielded^  in  a  fii 

infti 
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inftance^  what  be  confidered  as  right  and 
proper.  This  ftriftncfs  might  have  de- 
fh-oyed  his  expedations^  had  not  George's 
difpofition  been  fo  peculiarly  mild.  As 
it  was^  he  confidered  thefe  reproofs  as 
additional  tokens  of  his  regard;  and,  in 
confequence^  when  he  made  his  will,  had 
not  only  left  him  a  handfomc  legacy,  but 
had  recommended  him  to  his  brother 
with  refpeft  to  the  living. 

The  melancholy  accident  which  occa- 
fioncd  his  death  was  a  fource  of  unfeign- 
ed affliftion  to  Mr.  Littleton ;  and  his 
conftitution  was  fo  fliaken  by  his  exer- 
tions and  his  grief,  that,  as  has  been 
^ady  related,  he  was  for  fome  time 
confined  to  the  convent :  and,  when  fuffi- 
cicntly  recovered  to  travel,  he  was  ad- 
K  3  vlfed 
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vifcd  not  CO  return  wEdgluid' till  tike 
fpfring;  and  accordingly  weni^nfijioBi 
tbence  to  Nice,  where  he  rcfidfod:  16 
fpend  the winter*^         <  ■    \    ;i' 

A  regular  conrefpondence:  bad  hepst. 
kept  up  between  him  and  Chariot  c^e^* 
fince  they  parted  at  Bath;  and.ta  gw 
hero  be  alfo  wrote  conftantiy :  and  foon 
after  the  latter  arrived  at  B — r>  Mr. 
Littleton  received  a  letter  fromCharlottCi 
a  paragraph  from  which  I  tranicribe^  for 
the  better  information  of  my  readers. 

^'  I  know  hot  how  it  is ;  our  taftei^^ 
were  perfeftly  fimilar:    but  you  hiifi^, 
been  certainly  either  deceived    in    d!-^ 
charafter  of  your  patron^  Mr,  Thornbc^— .^ 
rough,  or  he  is  much  altered  finCe  yo>*»  ^ 
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iuiew  him  at  college.     Vain,  fuperficial^ 
prefumptuous^  poficive  and  overbearing, 
I  have  entertained  a  real  diflike  to  him, 
whid  I  vainly  attempt  to  conquer,  by 
reflcfting  on  what  you  already  owe  to  his 
6mily,  and  what  you  ftill  expeft  from 
Wm,    But  I  contrive,  for  your  fake,  for 
both  our  fakes,  to  conceal  my  fenti- 
Dicnts,  and  behave  with  referve,  but  civi- 
lity.   He  at  prefent  pays  his  addrcfles 
to  my  lifter.    She  receives  them   with 
coldncfs,  and  has  declared  to  nic  Iier  in- 
^tion  of  rcfufing  him,  v/hcncvcr,  by  a 
^  declaration,  he  puts  it  in  her  power. 
^cannotat  all  undcrftand  this;  for  to  you 
^  niay  confefs,  Letitia  has  not  refinement 
enough  to  have  any  objeftion  to  him  for 
^c  reafons  I  mentioned  before ;   and  I 
^wcU  know  her  plan  has  long  been,  to 
E4  eftablilh 
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-^  f 


eftablUh  herfelf  wdl  bjr  bnmag^'rytia 
vherc  wiU  the  again  ibeer>0vitli^4'  iS^'^ 
Mr.  Thomboroog^'s  iortutte^  WliS-'^iift: 
overlook  her  comparative  pbvectf  I  ^llb 
friend>  Mr.  Godfrey,  who  accx>nqpAi2S» 
him  to  B-^— ,  is  unbleft  by  any  o^'i^ 
gifts  of  the  fickle  gaddeTs;  ytt  trUaj^ 
jin  all  that  nature  aiid  educatibn'^ddflld 
beflow.    I  (hould  almoft  fufpeft  Lethk 
was  fecretly  attached  to  him,  did  I  noc 
know  (he  has  too  much  worldly  wifilqat. 
I  liave  not  mentioned  your  name  to  Mf. 
Thorn  borough,  nor  (hall  I,  unlefsyou 
\vi(h  it.    Do  not  let  your  hopes  of  hins^ 
be  too  fanguine.     I  wi(h  I  may  be  nrif^ 
taken  ;  but,  in  my  opinion,  he  has 
ther  gratitude  nor  generofity." 

Mr.  Littleton  was  extremely  hurt  an* 

furpri(c< 
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'^rifed  at  this  account  of  the  friend  to 
'^iom  he  looked  up  for  preferment,  and 
^hom  he  had  regarded  with  a  high  de- 
cree of  admiration  and  refped :  but  be- 
^evihg  implicitly  all  Charlotte  had  af- 
'etcdj  and  knowing  how  few  can  (land 
Klie  teft  of  unbounded  affluence^  when 
^^tAchecked  by  authority  and  uncontroul- 
^1  by  advice,  be  concluded,  profperity, 
^Jidependence,  and  his  rufliing  into  the 
S^y  worldj  to  which  he  had  been  fo  long 
^ftranger,  without  a  friend  to  guide,  or 
s^  monitor  to  dire£i  him,  and  where  the 
examples  continually  before  him,  of  the 
young    unprincipled    men    of   fafhion, 
could  not  fail  of  having  an  influence, 
had  perverted  a  mind  naturally  well  in- 
clined, and  corrupted  a  heart  which  had, 
E5  in 
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in  early  youth ,  given  Co  many  proofe  of 
integrity  and  virtue. 


I 


A  (hort  rime  after  tliis,  Mr.  Thorn 
rough,  having  every  reafon  to  hope 
Ihould  foon  be  happy  in  the  poiTeflioa 
of  mifs  Wilding's  hand,  as  he  was  no 
convinced  he  had  long  been  of  her  hearty 
demanded  Mr.  Litdeton's  congratula- 
tions  on  his  having  met  with  a  woman  ib 
every  way  qualified  to  make  hkn  happy. 
But,  confcious  of  bis  own  folly  and  ridi-» 
culous  delicacy,  and  not  knowing  Mr.* 
Littleton's  previous  acquaintance  witk 
the  Wildings,  he  fpoke  not  of  his  change, 
of  name,  and  only  mentioned  being  at 

B ,  with  his  friend  Mr.  Godfrey*  Of 

the  reft  of  the  family  he  alfo  fpoke  little; 
and  concluded  his  letter  with  fuch  wann 

aflurances 


in 

i 
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tfluraoces  of  continued  efteem^  that  Mr. 
Lmieton  began  almoft  to  recall  his  late 
fi>nned  opinion^  and  once  more  to  believe 
bin  dl  he  had  formerly  appeared. 

In  the  mean  time,  Mr.  Godfrey  tranf- 
fcntd  his  addrefles  to  Charlotte,  which 
for  fome  time  (he  evaded  with  much 
dexterity,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  neither  to 
encourage  nor  offend;  for  (he  feared 
^s  rcfentment  to  her  might  injure  Mr. 
Littleton,  when  their  connexion  was  ac- 
knowledged. But  when  they  became  fo 
Panted,  that  fhe  could  no  longer  laugh 
^  his  compliments,  or  pretend  igno- 
'^ncc  of  his  real  fentiments,  (he  became 
feiouily  alarmed,  and  again  wrote  to 
Mr.  Littleton,  in  the  following  man- 
ner. 

E  6  "  Diare(red 

i 
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"  Diftrefied  beyond  meafure  mi  thi 

unfortunate  events  which  hzve  happened 
fincc  my  taft  letter,  I  am  yet  unwiUinl 
to  communicate  to  your  boTom  the  ap^ 
prehenfions  which   diflrafl:  mine,    ind 
which  muft  be  the  canfequence  of  m; 
revealing  a  fecret  that,  however,  I  m 
difclofe  J  as  without  your  advice  I  kno^ 
not  how  to  proceed,  nor  how  to  avoj' 
the  cruel  perfecutions  I  muft  expcfti   5 
I  continue  my  prefent  conduft,  withaiji 
afligning  fome  fatisfaftory  reafbn,    M'i 
Thorn  borough  has  been  rcfiifcd  by  tny 
fiiler,  who  is  fince  engaged  to  Mr.  God- 
frey, and  has  declared  his  preference  rf 
me;  a  preference  which,  by  way  of  excufc 
for  firft  addrefiing  my  fifter,  he  prcteJi*^^ 
is  excited  by  the    extreme    fupcriori^T 
of  my  underftandiog  to  hers,  which  if** 

leng' 


cl 
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leogth  of  our  acquaintance  has  enabled 

^  to  difcover^  but  which  my  referve 

^  at  firil  concealed.     Alas  1  he  little 

knows  my  mind  is  indeed  fuperior  to 

'wcry,  and  that  I  value  his  compli- 

Qicnts  as  little  as  I  merit  them.     I  have 

^iiheito  laughed  at  him ;   but  I  can  do 

ft  no  longer.     He  yefterday,  in  the  moft 

^qucftionable  manner,   made    me  an 

^ffcrof  his  hand  and  fortune,     I  refufed 

^m  with  the  utmoft  civility  ;  but  he  will 

*iot  take  my  rcfufal,   un  lei's   I  afugn  a 

*^on.     Had  he  one  fjark  of  thau  libe- 

*^ity,    that   delicacy,    that    gcncrofity, 

50U  once  fancied  he  pofleTccl,  1  would 

inftandy  have  confeflTed  my  engagement 

to  you:  but  that  would  ivive  deftroyed 

7our  hopes  for  ever ;  and  1  cannot  oear 

*c  idea  of  being  the  means  of  depriving 

you 
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you  of  your  ezpeftatiOM  of  .tlnit  iiide* 
pendcnce  to  whkh  your  attcildaiic&<o»^ 
his  brother  has  given  you  im  ondovfaMd 
nght.  Befides,  I  knov  To  wolli  «yw : 
own  romantic  delicacy  £  and  .you  )mwe& 
often  told  tatj  thatyou.Mmld  noc.BGii' 
cept  my  hand>,thougb  tnyfiMtuw^iidrt 
ded  to  your  own,  would  fupport  us  in 
cafe  and  comfort^  unlefs  you  could;  be 
enabled  to  live  in  the  ftyl^  to  which  I 
have  been  accuftomed;  that  I  muft  fiji 
on  fome  method  of  refufing  him^  with- 
out  exciting  his  refentment  towards  you 
or  me.  But  you  know  not  my  heart, 
nor  the  fpirit  of  content  that  reigns  there* 
Certain  of  pofleffing  your  efteem,  and 
fecure  of  the  comforts  of  life,  I  (hould 
never  figh  for  its  luxuries ;  and,  fince  I 
have  feen  your  friend  Mr.  Thornbo- 

rougb. 
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roughi  I  bate  learned  to  contemn  af- 
flaence;     It  was  a  wife  man  who  faid, 
'  To  defpife  richesj  cme  need  only  con- 
iider  who  are  the  pofieflbrs/    And  I  am 
6i  bis  opinion.    Yet  I  will  fo  far  accede 
to  your  wiflies^  as  to.^llow  any  plan  you 
can  point  out ;  for^  I  am  convinced^  if 
it  is  poflible  for  me  to  refufe  Mr.  Thorn- 
borough,  without  difcovering  our  pre- 
itat  acquaintance^  he  may  fuppofe  here- 
after  our  attachment  to  be  of  a  later  date 
than  his  own,  and  confequently  feel  no 
refcntment  to  you,  for  being  only  of  the 
f*B»e  opinion  as  himfelf,  and  preferring 
to  all  the  reft  of  the  world  her  whofe 
only  ambition  is  to  be 

Ever  yours, 
CHARLOTTJb  WIU)ING/* 

This 
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This  letter  arrivii^  at  Nice  ^.;Z^: 
fame  time  with  that  in  which  our  iMpC 
confeflcd  his  attadiinenc  to  miis  VBUk. 
i>^g>  g<ive  Mr.Iittletoh  tSiei&oftpdgw 
nant  fenfations  of  ^ef  and  rifeficiiMinv^ 
Enraged  at  the  diiplidty  of  hisTfriibri^ 
for  pretendmg  to  b^efdde^  Jtfi  ifHei^ 
in  Charlotte's  hearty  when  herlctti^i'^SM^ 
vinccd  him  of  the  contriny,   he^^lMI' 
for  fome  time  incapable  of  confiderifljg^ 
coolly  what  fteps  were  to  be  taken.fecr 
their  mutual  fafety ;  when  it  occurred  m 
hittx,  Mr.  Thornborough's  letter  might 
be  wiitten  at  the  time  he  courted  die 
eider  iifter :  but^  on  looking  at  the  datc^ 
even  that  flight  hope  was  loft»     It  thcnf 
ftmck  him,  that  our  hero>  though  he 
could  not  guefs  from  what  motive^  en- 
deavoured purpofely  to  miflead  him  into 
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an  opinion,  that  it  was  mifs  Wilding  to 
whom  he  was  attached^  as  Charlotte's 
name  was  never  mentioned  through  the 
whole :  and  though,  as  a  man  of  honour, 
he  fcorned  to  repay  his  duplicity  with 
the  fame,  .yet  he  thought  himfelf  jufti- 
fied  in  ufing  concealment  to  effed  his 
purpofe ;  and,  with  this  view,  refolved 
to  take  no  notice  of  his  letter,  but  anfwer 
Charlotte's    immediately.    An    extradl: 
from  this  I  will  lay  before  my  read- 
ers. 

"  Inconceivably  alarmed  as  I  am,  my 
beloved  Charlotte,  at  your  intelligence, 
1  yet  know  not  what  to  advife  ;  and  am 
ftill  more  diftrefled  by  having  received, 
by  the  fame  poft  which  brought  yours,  a 
l^tcr  from  the  gentleman  in  queftion. 

He 
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He  tells  me  he  is  foon  to  be  married  u 
you;  but  writer  in  fuch  an  ambiguou 
manner,  that,  did  I  not  know  the  contrary 
from  yourfelf,   I  fliould  conclude  k  wt; 
your  fifter  he  addrelTed  :   but  the  dite> 
and  a  thoufand  odier  circumftances,  tclU 
too  plainly  he  willies  to  deceive  niei 
but  with  what  view  1  am  wholly  jgno^^ 
rant;  for  I  believe  he  knows  not  of  our 
acquaintance^  and  on  this   reft  all  nay 
hopes.     Your    fchcmc   is  an  excellent 
one^  if  you  know  how  to  fet  about  it. 
I  am  unfit  to  advife  you ;  I  am  too  much 
agitated  myfelf.     The  invention  of  wo- 
man is  quicker  and  brighter  ;  and  you» 
ray  Charlotte,   are  equal  to  any  tiling* 
Yet  fuppofe     (the  idea   is  vague  arw3L 
wild,  I  confefs,  but  you  may  poffibly  iirxv- 
provc  on  it) — fuppofe  you  were  to  ma.'S^ 

a  p^^ 
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a  plea  of  offended  delicacy^  and  fcorn  to 

accept  a   heart  once  devoted  to  your 

filler,  and  which  you  cannot  confider  as 

all  your  own.     If  this  fails^  continue  to 

xtfufe  him  fteadily;  and^  if  perfecuted 

beyond  what  your  gentle  mind  can  fup- 

port,  boldly  avow  your  engagement  to 

me,  and  perilh  all  my  hopes  of  affluence. 

It  was  only  for  your  fake  I  ever  wiflied 

for  more  than  competence ;   and  fincc 

you  can  thus  cheerfully  refign  it,  where 

^d  be  my  gratitude,  if  I  could  not 

yWd  up  all  the  world  for  you,  when  your 

^W.  is  the  deareft,  the  moft  invaluable 

*afurc  in  it,  to  your  devoted 

ROBERT  LITTLETON.'* 


C  H  A  P. 


CHAP.       VII, 

During  the  interval  that  thefckr 
were  paffing  between  Mr.  LittletoD 
Charlotte,  Mr-  Godfrey  galaed  very  litli 
ground  in  his  addrcflesi  whill^  our  hen 
was  every  day  more  and  more  coovincw 
of  the  fair  Letltia's  attachment  to  hi© 
and  of  courfc  became  more  fenfible  c 
and  more  grateful  for  it-  A  preffingic 
vitatioii  having  been  given  to  them  both 
to  fpend  a  few  days  with  a  large  paitf  i 
Ravenhurft,  the  feat  of  a  gentleman  «b«B 
eight  miles  from  B  ,  our  hero  dcW 
mined  to  accept  it,  leaving  his  friend  * 

a.very  hoplcfs  fituation. 

Mi 
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Mifs  Wilding,  though  her  behaviour 
gave  him  no  plea  for  anxiety  or  doubt, 
yet  would  have  been  better  pleafed  had 
he  felt  fufficient  to  induce  him  to  remain 
at  B         ,  as  (he  knew  the  Barrymores 
were  all  at  fir  James  Wilmot's ;  and  So- 
phia was  the  only  woman  in  the  world 
whofe  influence  (he  dreaded  i  her  beauty 
was  ever  acknowledged  fuperior  to  her 
own ;  and  (he  had  heard  Mr.  Thom« 
borough  fpeak  of  her  wit,  fenfe,  and  ac* 
compli(hments,  in  terms  too   high  to 
allow  her  to  feel  quite  fatisficd  at  the  idea 
of  his  pa(Sog  three  or  four  days  under 
^  Dune  roof  with  this  attradive  and 
dangerous    young   woman.    However, 
^▼ing  no  refource,  no  plea  to  prevent 
^1  (he  was  obliged  to  yield ;  but  (he 
^  it  with  fo  ill  a  grace^  that  it  being 

the 


^ 
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the  firft  frown  our  hero  had  ever  ! 
upon  her  brow,  it  gave  hira  Tome 
pieafant  fenfations,  which  he  attciiiptd 
however  to  conquer^  when  he  rcflcflu 
that  be  had  now  gone  too  fmr  to  rcccdi 
with  honour* 


""1 

re  out 


Tt  was  late  in  the  afternoon  wlien 
fet  out ;  and  as  Ravenhurft  lay  quire 
of  the  turnpike  road,  the  rains  which  h^ 
for  fooie  days  fallen  very  heavily  made 
the  roads  extremely  difagreeablc-  About 

four  miles  from  B ,  as  he  was  driving' 

through  a  little  dirty  village,  he  was  (lop- 
ped by  a  countryman,  who  told  him  the 
brook  at  the  end  of  the  ftreet,  which  ic 
mufl  neceffarily  pafs,  was  fo  much  fwcM 
by  the  late  rainsj  that  it  was  dangerous  to 
attempt  going  through-  He  paufcd*^ 
•  thiJ 


''  ®  ^  *  t. 


V*     *Qe  other  n.,,r_-. 
■*d  by  this  h,  ^"^    E"- 

"even.  °"°'n  ftony 

-  *e  wind  hi  ''^'■^'"e 


J 
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which  the  road  continued  over  i 
common  to  Ravenbiurft^  with  odi 
or  two  houles  in  the  wajr,  Jufij 
reached  the  fumtnic^  he  faw  a  ci 
driving  furioufly towards  him;  and» 
ing  it  was  going  the  road  he  can 
determined  to  ftop  itj  and  relat 
dangers  he  had  encoontered^  whidi 
in  all  probability,  now  increafed. 
drew  near^  he  faw  it  was  a  hack  ( 
with  only  a  lady  in  it,  who,  on  h< 
him  fpeak  to  the  podiliion,  put  hei 
out  of  the  window,  and  begged  to 
what  was  the  matter. 

*^  I  am  forty,  madam,*'  faid  our. 
who  now  drove  up  clofe  to  the  car 
**  to  inform  you  that  you  cannol 
cced  on  your  journey,  but  witl 

fa 
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hazard  of  your  life^  as  the  brook  at 
High/brd-miil  isj  I  fear^  by  this  time 
impailable." 

"  Good  Heaven  !"  cried  (he,  clafping 
ber  hands  in  an  agony  of  griefj  ^'  what 
yi  I  do  ?  Yet  I  muft  go.  I  thank 
you,  fifj  for  your  folicitude ;  but  I  can- 
wc  avail  myfelf  of  it  :  every  thing  mod 
dear  to  me  depends  on  the  fpeed  with 
'bich  I  execute  this  journey  ;  the  leaft 
iday  is  worfe  than  death;  therefore, 
^ca  at  the  hazard  of  my  life,  I  muft 
proceed/' 

**  Madam/'  replied  Mr.  Thornbo- 
"^"gh,  extremely  affefted  by  the  earneft- 
^  of  her  manner,  and  thinking  he  had 
^V)  at  leaft,  found  a  proper  objeft  for 

Vol. II.  F  his 
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his  benevolent  (^isotifin,  <*  catn  1  ^ 
you  ?  I  am  go»g  only  on  a  vific  H 
pleafure;  and  what  amufeinear  b  fhcie 
which  ought  not  to  yield  to  higjior 
claims  ?  Suffer  me  to  be  your  owflfai- 
ger;  return  to  the  home  you  Iumtc  left, 
and,  give  me  but  a  dirtftioiH  I  mil  go  ^ 
wherever  you  (hall  requeft^  account  for 
your  abfence,  deliver  whatever  meflage 
you  (hall  give  me ;  and  if  I  can  be  &r- 
ther  ufeful,  fcruple  not  to  command 


me." 


The  lady  burft  into  tears,  and  replied: 
^'  I  thank  you,  fir,  more  than  I  can  ex« 
prefs :  but  my  own  prefence  is  abfolute* 
ly  neceflary,  and  I  again  repeat^  I  muft 
go  on.  My  own  life  will  not,  I  trufi^ 
be  endangered,  if  I  open  the  carriage 

doors.' 
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doors.  But  how  fliall  I  preferve  this  in- 
fant, whofe  tender  age  renders  it  almoft 
impoflible  (he  (hould  furvive  the  dangers 
I  muft  encounter  ?"* 

At  thefe  words,  Mr.  Thornborough, 

for  the  firft  time,  perceived  (he  had  a 

little  infant  alleep  on  her  lap,  wrapped  up 

in  a  dimity  cloke.    Struck  as  he  was 

>»ith  furprife,  the  impulfe  of  humanity 

prompted  him,  in  the  (ame  moment,  to 

favc  its  little  life,  by  offering  to  take  it 

^ack  to  the  houfe  (he  had  left. 

•  *'  If  you  can,  madam,"  faid  he,  *'  in 
*w  ^igency,  which  admits  of  no  other 

-  ■'tcniaiive,  truft  a  ftranger  with  your 
^ge,  I  will  undertake  to  convey  it 

•  ^crcvcr  you  pleafe,  as  your  journey 

F  2  admits 


She  paufcd  for  a  few  minutes  ; 
looking  fteadily  at  him,  requei 
know  his  name. 

He  replied  involuntarily,  •*  Th 
rough." 

«*  Thornborough,"  repeated  (h 
Berklhire  ?" 

^*  Yes,  of  Berklhire,  madam/' 


"  Then,  for  Heaven's  fake,  h 
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I  human  creature  to  whom  it  belongs^ 
^r  how  nor  where  you  met  with  it, 
^hUft  it  is  in  your  pofleffion.  If  you 
^c  this,  your  charity  avails  me  no- 
thing; you  may,  ruin  my  fame,  my  for- 
tune, my  happinefs ;  you  may  deftroy 
^th  affliftion  thofc  whom  you  know  not, 
wd  may  bow  down  their  grey  hairs  with 
forrow,  who  never  injured  you,  and  who 
l^vc  yet  known  no  pangs  equal  to  what 
Diuft  arife  from  the  diflionour  of  a  child/* 

Mr.  Thornborough,  (hocked  beyond 
"^urc  at  the  folemnity  of  her  addrefs 
*^  adjuration,  promifed  all  (he  defired, 
^conceiving  it  po(fible,  in  the  (hort 
^cit  would  be  under  his  care,  it  (hould 
"C  any  cmbarraflTment  to  him.  Spring- 
*gj  therefore,  from  the  phaeton,  he  took 
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iht  child  in  his  arms,  and,  placing  it 
fafely,  remrned  for  the  dirrftion,  St*^ 
panfcd  for  a  minute ;  and,  it  being  ccxJ 
dark  for  her  to  m^me,  ftie  could  ot-ily 

mention,  that  at  No. ,  Fleet -ftr^^^t 

London,  the  child  would  be  reccit^^* 
and  no  queftions  aiked. 

Greatly  furprifcd  at   this,    expeftir^g 
only  to  have  the  care  of  it  for  a  f^'*' 
miles,  he  would  have  declined  the  char^5^> 
as  wholly  unequal  to  it .    but  it  was  a^^  ^ 
too  late;    and  the  lady,   repea^g  f"^ 
thanks  in  the  livelieft  manner,  ordeiT^^^^ 
her    poftillion    to    drive    on    with   t^^^^^ 
utmoft  fpeed.     He  complied,  and  c^ 
hero  was  left,  before  he  could  reco^^^" 
from  his  aftonilhment,  in  a  ftormy  nig^^^^  * 
upon  a  wild   common,   alone,   with 
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I  infant  to  take  care  of;  for  he  had 
ed  his  fervant  to  follow  him  the 
(nomingi  as  he  expeded  letters  of 
quencej  which  Mr.  Godfrey  was  to 
fe^  and    ditcA    by  his  fiftitioiis 


boUy  unaccuftomed  to  the  employr 

of  nurfingj  he  fpent  fome  time 

itriving  how  he  (hould  go  on^  and 

bat  place;  for  fir  James  Wilmot's 

aow  out    of  the  queftion,    as  his 

riew  was  to  procure  a  nurfc  for  his 

fellow-traveller.     Not  thinking  it 

)y  his  fide,  he  threw  back  the  head 

B  phaeton,  which  had  been  put  up 

cp  him  from  the  rain;  and,  taking 

is  great  coat,  he  wrapped  up  the 

F  4  infant 


104     'T**^   lEKEVOLtNT    <y;ixoTi 

infant  in  it^  and  kid  it  there.  He  the* 
drove  ilowly  on,  left  the  jolting  (hodi 
awaken  it,  though  cxpofed  hrmfelf  toill. 
tlie  weather,  and  began  to  confider  «1fl 
he  (hould  go,  A  few  minutes  mcdfti- 
tion  fuggefted  to  him  to  drive  to  fofli* 
little  %illage|  leave  the  child  vvith  a  nurO 
and  go  on  to  Ravenhurft  himfclf,  t>< 
not  to  ftay  ;  then,  hiring  the  nurfc  < 
attend  him,  fet  off  direftly  to  Lond(M 
and  deliver  up  his  precious  charge. 

Having  thus  arranged  matters,  he  wM 
on  with  fome  degree  of  compofurej  wh^ 
about  two  miles  from  the  fpot,  a  cot* 
and  four  pafled  him.  The  fame  irapu* 
prompted  him  to  call  out  and  ftop  tbct 
to  give  the  fame  advice  he  had  bcfcJ 

ineffeftu^^ 
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tteScftually  given  the  lady:  *^  for,  fure* 
ly/'  faid  he  to  himfelf,  ^<  here  are  no  more 
u&ntstofeafe  me  with."  A  well-known 
voice  from  the  coach,  when  it  (lopped^ 
CQQvmced  him  of  what  he  had  not  before 
dreaded,  that  it  was  Mr.  Barrymore's. 
Though  it  was  too  dark  to  diftinguith 
his  perfon,  that  gentleman  heard  him 
'p^  to  the  poftillion,  and  inftandy  re- 
coUcftcd  him. 

''  Hey,  Godfrey  r  cried  he,,  "  what 
y<>u  are  going  to  Ravenhurft  ?  But  what 
°^e  you  fo  late  ?  They  expeded  you  to 

dinner." 

Surprife  and  vexation  prevented  him 
^  fpcaking  direftly  :   but  when  he 
F  5         ,  cou\d 
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could  articulate,  he  replied :    **  I 
1  had  been  earUcr^  indeed :   as  it 
fear  I  (hall  not  arrive  in  aoy  time^  and 
therefore,  I  believe  I  fiiall  defer 


1 

I 


to-morrow/' 


"  What  the  devil ! "  faid  Mr.  Harr 
wUo  had  not  fpoken  befoje,  '*  do  yw 
intend  to  fleep  upon  the  common  ?  It  is 
fine  night  for  fuch  a  frolic,  to  be  fura 
But  perhaps  you  have  made  an  appoinB 
ment  with  another  old  gentlewoman.'' 

*'  Are  the  ladies  in  the  coach  ?"  fa- 
Mr.  Thorn  borough,  difregarding  ' 
fpeech. 

"  Yes,"  cried  a  fweet  voice  from   ^ 
oppofite  fide,  «*  we  are  both  here :  wO^ 
5 
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^^  vcre  not ;    for  the  weather  and  the 
'^^^l?  arc  fo  bad,  that—" 

**  You  muft  not  go  on,"  interrupted 
****•  Thornborough,  with  particular  ear- 
^^ncf$ ;  **  indeed  you  muft  not.  I  had 
*P^ken  to  the  coachman,  even  before  I 
knew  whofe  carriage  it  was,  to  fay  he 
"*^  not  attempt  it." 

**  Why  not?*'  cried  Mr.  Barrymore, 
^n  a  pcevilh  accent, 

**  The  waters  at  Highford-mill  are 
'^y  this  lime  impaflable  :  when  I  came, 
trough  they  were  rifing,  and  even  dan- 
g^rous.  You  will  not,  furely,  fir,  rifquc 
y^ur  own  life,  and  the  lives  of  thefe*  la* 
^^,  by  attempting  it." 

F6  Mr^ 
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I 

MnHarrifon,  whofe  thoughd 
chiefly  in  himfelf,  at  this  op«^ 
coach-door,  and  faid,  '*Mr*B4 
may  do  as  he  pleafes  ;  but  I  I 
venture*  1  promife  you  :  fb>  Gal 
will  go  back  to  Ravenhurft  with] 

xOur  hero,  inexpreffibly  alai 
this,  replied  hefitating,  "  I  know 
I  (hall  go  to  fir  James  Wiloiot's 
morrow.  But  furely,  Harrifon, 
not  leave  the  ladies;  nor  will  Mr 
more  himfelf  encounter  the  di 
have  mentioned." 

*'  No/'  cried  Mr.  Barrymore 
need  not  run  away,  Tom  :  how- 
convenient  it  is  for  me  to  ftay,  I 
have  all  your  lives  to  anfwer  for; 
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Jofeph  to  drive  back  to  the  Crown :  we 
will  try  to  get  accommodated  there  for 
once.** 

Mr.  Thornborough  rejoiced  at  his  for- 
tunate efcape  from  his  companion^  now 
Aopcd  to  remain  undifcovered,  and  pro- 
pofcd  accompanying  them  back  to  the 
Public-houfe,  and  then  ftrike  off  to  a 
village  about  three  miles  from  thence, 
ontHeoppofite  fide  from  Ravenhurft:  for 
^c  feared  going  immediately  to  that 
^^ghbourhood,  left  fufpicions  (hould  be 
^cited  he  knew  not  how  to  remove. 

The  rain  ftill  continued  with  violence, 

^^9  during  this  converfation,  having  pe- 

°^rated  through  part  of  his  greatcoat,  wet 

*^  infant's  &ce.  Awakened  by  the  cold, 

it 
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k  began  crymg  with  as  much  veiie* 
mence  as  its  little  frame  was  capable:  of; 
which^  in  the  ftillnefs  of  the  cveBtngf 
could  not  fail  of  being  heard  by  the 
party  in  the  coach* 

**  Good  heavens!  what  is  that?" 
cried  Mrs.  Barrymore.  Sophia  liftcocd 
attentively  ;  and  Tom  Harrifon,  whofc 
ears  and  eyes  were  ever  in  fcarch  of  do* 
velty  and  information,  exclaimed,  with 
a  loud  laugh:  *' What  is  it!  Why  God* 
frey  has  a  young  child  in  the  phaeton,  I  ^ 
believe/* 

The  found   had   been  too  indiftin^l^^ii^ 
for  thetn  pofitively  to  determine  froiar:^^m 
whence  it  arofc;  and  this  gentleman  ha^^^r^t/ 
only  fpoken  from  conjefturc  :   but  ttz^it 
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Gonfufion  of  our  hero>  which  was  evi- 
dent in  his  words  and  manner,  converted 
their  furmifes  into  certainty. 

•*  It  is/'  hefitatingly  anfwered  he,  *'  a 
young  child,  an  inBint,  to  be  fure,  that 
I  have  promifcd — that  is,  I  am  to  con- 
vey--to  reftore,  I  would  fay,  to  its 
parents,  as  foon  as  ever  I  can  return 
to " 

««  A  little  child  !*•  interrupted  Harri- 
fon.  Why,  Godfrey,  have  you  been  kid- 
napping?  or  is  it  one  you  are  in  duty 
bound  to  proteft  ?  eh  !*• 

"  Whatever  it  is,  or  whoever  it  be- 
longs to,"  returned  Mr.  Thornborough 
with  fpirit,  "  it  is  at  prefent  under  my 

care  i 


1*.  \         *•'■'  •  ' 


**  Here,  Godfrey,  you  s 
luck,  1  can  tell  you  :  mifs 
take  care  of  your  baby^  and  I; 
ma  for  the  prefent.  She  x 
poor  thing  will  beikovmedj 
pafioti  to  youF  fedags^  whi 
be  very  acute,  (he  will  herf! 
that  protection  its  real^  but, 
unnatural  parent  has  <IeniocL' 


Mr.  Thomborough  anfwe 
a  deep  ligh,  the  caufe  of  whi 
fcarcely  trace.  But  it  was,  in 
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poflibly  {zy,  in  vindication  of  himfelf^ 
would  have  any  effeft  upon  the  minds  of 
the  party^  unlefs  he  dared  confefs  the 
truth  at  once,  which  a  fatal  promife  pre- 
vented him  from,  refolved  to  attempt  no 
farther  evafions^  which  he  found  would 
OBly  more  deeply  involve  him  in  diffi* 
culues,  and  continued  filent ;  whilft  So- 
phUi  in  a  low  voice^  addrefled    her 

**  Dear  madam,  let  the  child  be  whofe 
'^  ^11,  it  would  be  the  height  of  inhu- 
'^ity  to  fuffer  it  to  remain  in  an  open 
^^rriage  fuch  a  dreadful  night.  Let  us 
^c  it  into  the  coach."  ^'  Certainly,  my 
^^,"  replied  Mrs.  Barr)'more ;  and  was 
3^  beginning  to  fpeak  to  our  hero,  when 

the 


■1 
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The  coach  ihen,  by  Mr,  Barryraorc'* 

order^  turned  and  drove  to  the  Crowi| 

The  two  gemlemen  followed*  Harrifq 

vainly  endeavouring  to  find  out  the  ret 

caufe  of  the  fituation  in  which  they  mc 

him :    for  Mr.  Thornborough  had  rw, 

f 
much  prudence^  at  welt  as  too  mud  h^ 

nour^  to  fatisfy  his  curiofity* 


( •  I 


CHAy 
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:      H      A      P.        VIII. 

eir  arrival  at  the  public-houfe^ 
rifonj  already  tired  of  the  family 
jnfcntcd  to  our  hero^  that^  as 
rally  expefted  at  Ravenhurft,  he 
d  an  excufe  ;  and  offered,  if  he 
nd  him  the  phaeton^to  be  himfelf 
[enger ;  for  he  longed  to  men- 
events  of  the  evening  to  the 
fembled  there.  Mr.  Thornbo- 
lade  no  objeflion,  though  he 
>t  but  guefs  at  the  motive :  but 
me  time  he  knew  his  propenfity 
9  as  wbll  as  hear,  was  fuch,  thatj 
K)inted  in  the  prefenc  inftance, 

he 
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he  would  avail  himfcif  of  every  fuc 
opportunity;  and^  by  yielding  to  bis 
queft,  he  (hoiild  be  releafcd  for  ihe  cv 
ing  from  his  tircfome  and  cmi^amUE 
converfation>  and  enjoy,  as  well  as 
could  inhisprefcnt  frame  of  mind,  I 
fociety  of  the  Barrymores* 


On  their  being  fiiewn  itito  a  little  p 
lour,  they  took  the  cloke  from  the  infill 
and  difcovercd,  to  their  infinite  furprf 
it  was  not  apparently  more  than  i 
weeks  old  ;  and  it  was  fo  (haken  by  • 
journey,  fo  exhaufted  by  crying,  and 
pinched  by  the  cold,  that  Mrs*  B«l 
more  expreffed  her  fears  that  ic  WW 
not  live,  unlefs  a  nurfe  was  inftantly  pr 
vided.  This  the  landlady  undertml 
Bmjc  had  a  married  daughter  i&  tibe  t 

lag 
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lage,  who  had  a  large  family  of  children. 

Toiler  care  the  litde  girl  was  configned; 

»d  Mr.  Thomborough  fat  down  wjth 

the  Barrymores  with  fome  tranquillity. 

Finding  he  was  perplexed  and  embarrafl"- 

^1  ^cy  good-humouredly  turned  the 

coQveriation  to  their  own  affairs;  and^  to 

^ount  for  their  being  out  fo  late  that 

CYeoingy  informed  him,  that  Mr.  Harri- 

ibfl,to  whom  Mr.  Barrymore  was  a  guar- 

^,  was  jufl  of  age;  and  the  other  guar- 

diaos  had  appointed  to  meet  him  the 

>ttt  morning,  at  B :  and,  the  letter 

>ot  reaching  him  till  that  day  before 
^lifl&er,  he  had  refolved  to  fet  out  in  the 
^noon,  much  to  the  difappointment  of 
I^«ng  Harrifon,  who  was  very  unwilling 
tolcavc  the  party  affembled  at  Ravenhurft ; 
^  dierefore  gladly  availed  himfclf  of 

Mr^ 
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to  return  with  it  early  enobgli 
morning  to  accompany  the 


On  bis  arrival  at.  fir  JitaesWaiDMft 
he  found  the  company  at  cards. 
explained  the  events  of  their  iitdejoar-—^ 

ney,  his  reafon  for  returning,  and 
our  hero's  apologies  for  not  fulfilling  1 
engagement ;  and  then,  in  a  whifper  1 
a  few,  mentioned  the  circumftances  < 
being  detained  by  a  young  child^ 
his  own  furmifes  on  the  occafion.  Nc 
that  he  whifpered  with  a  wifb,  or  view^ 
of  its  being  kept  a  fecret ;  but  merely  i 
give  himfelf  the  importance  of  know—**" 
ing  niore  than  the  reft  of  the  vfoMr^ 
which,  had  he  fpoken  openly  on  ihcfiib— ^ 
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jeftt  would  have  been  loft  in  the  idea 
that  he  was  merely  telling  a  piece  of  com* 
mon  news.    Thofe  to  whom  he  gave 

the  information^  received  it  with  differ- 

• 

ent  fenfations ;  fome  with  furprife^  fome 
with  regret,  but  more  with  pleafiire,  arif- 
tng  from  chat  iofatiable  defire  of  having 

ibmething   to  wonder  at  and  enquire 
aboutj  which  vacant  minds  ever  feeU 
He  ftadd  not  to  breakfafl:  at  Ravenhurft, 
but  arrived  at  the  Crown  jufl  in  time  to 
^^e  one  cup  of  tea  with  the  party  he  had 
^cft  there.    Mr.  Barrymore  was  very  im- 
patient to  be  gone;  and  they  fet  out  im- 
mediately, leaving  our  hero  to  confider 
^hat  plan  he  muft  purfue. 

t  The  laft  evening  and  this  morning 

m      ^  impreffcd  upon  his  mind  a  higher 
;Y       VouIL  <j  idea^ 
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idea^  thanhc  htd  ever  ciiicflJUiMllillfiNC« 
of  the  perfeftioas  of  •  joifr  Paixjawic. 
Her.  dtkicMCfy  her  good  hjumpwi  her' 
fnuiknefs,  caiK!bur»:vivactty9  ud.fiiperior 
uAderftandii^  had  aU  appeared  in  the 
fuUeft  and  moft  amiable  point  of  vie«r^' 
and  he  wilhed  L^titia  WikUfig 
equally  attraftive :  but  ^  ii 
checking  that  wiflij,  as  improper 
indulge^  he  be^n  his  mdancholf 
to  the  village. 


The  woman  who  was  entrufted  wi 
the  child  willingly  accepted  the 
fome  gratuity  he  offered  her,  to 
pany  him  to  London,  and  take  care 
it  till  it  was  once  more  reftored  to  i 
mother.    He  then  defired  her  to  hirer   ^ 
clofe  cart,  and  go  with  it  to 
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djj  giving  her  money  for  her  pre- 
:pences9  and  a  direftion  to  a  fe- 
ite  inn,  where  he  promifed  to  take 
in  a  poft-chatfe  the  moment  he 
onveniendy  purfue  his  journey. 

bg  fetded  this  to  his  (atisfaftiony 
lounted  his  phaetonj  and  drove  to 
lurft,  where  his  excufes  were  re- 

with  much  raillery  and  mirth. 
re  them  with  perfeft  good  hu- 
and^  telling  fir  James  he  trufted 
ould  enable  him  to  difclofe  the 
cx>k  leave^  and  returned  to  B— . 
nd  the  waters  at  Highford  much 

and  had  the  fatisfadtion  of  learn« 

t  the  Barrymores^  as  well  as  the 

md  child,  went  through  without 

I  and  without  appreheniion.    On 

Ga  his 


» 
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I 


k  his  arrival,  he  diredly  waited  c 
Wilding,  to  acquaint  her  with 
tended  journey.  But  before  I  rcla 
paffed  in  this  interview,  I  niuft 
to  Ravenhiirft,  to  enable  tny  rea 
account  for  what  followed. 


*^st^ 


I 


CH 
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CHAP.      IX. 

ON G  the  party  at  fir  Jamos 
t^s,  was  a  Mr.  Willis,  an  cmi- 
ttorney  at  B— ,  the  father  of 
andfome  daughters,  who  were 
Co  the  Wildings;  for,  moving 
in  the  fame  fphere,  their  interefts 
lafhed  :  and  as  Mr.  Willis  had, 
)tedly,  the  beft  fortune,  he  ima* 
himfelf  gready  fuperior  to  the 
I  fupcriority,  however,  which  Mr. 
g  never  allowed,  as  his  birth  and 
:ions  were  much  better.  From 
an  kind  of  jealoufy,  Mr.  Willis 
:en  greatly  piqued  at  the  vifible 
G  3  preference 
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preference    paid    by    the  two  clcgatir 
ftrangers  to  the  mifs  Wildings :    Jior 
were  his  daughters  lefs  hurt ;  and  thcf 
now  failed  not  to  avail  themfelves  of  an 
opportunity  which    oflered   to   difcon- 
«rt  and  mortify  Letitia* 


This  gemJeman  was  engaged  at  wW 
when  Mr«  Harnfon  entered  the  draff* 
ing-room  ;  and,  not  being  in  the  m^* 
ber  of  his  friends  among  whom  he  circu* 
lated  the  flory  of  our  hero  and  his  little 
protegee,  he  could  only  gather,  from  th^ 
impel fea  hints  he  heard,  that  Mr.  G*^' 
frey,  as  he  was  called,  had  remainetl  * 
the  Crown,  to  fpend  the  evening  ^*^ 
the  Barry  mores,  in  preference  to  cof^' 
ir»g  to  Ravenhurft.  Several  fmiles  v^*' 
feen  on  the  countenances  of  the  ladi^^' 

S0^ 
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feveral  half- uttered  jefts  paiTed  be- 
a  the  gentlemen ;  all  which  lie  con- 
ed as  proofs  that  our  hero  was  faith- 
3  his  firfl:  engagement^  and  was  now 
ig  his  devoirs  to  Sophia  Barrymorc. 
young  lady,  from  being  feldom  at 
-y  fpending  her  winters  in  London^ 
;  flie  moved  in  the  very  firil  circles, 
rom  the  unqueftionable  advantages 
ofleiTedy  both  in  birth,  fortune, 
y  and  merit,  was  too  far  above  them 
ipire  that  envy  which  is  feldom  cx- 
but  by  our  equals.  Her  conqueft^ 
fore,  in  the  prefent  inftance,  gave 
no  fenfation  but  pleafure,  arifing 
mifs  Wilding's  fjppofed  difap- 
ment :  and  when.  Mr.  Willis  re- 
thcfe  circumftances  to  his  daugh- 
on  his  return  in  the  morning,  rhey 
'    G  4  feized 


I 
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feizcd  the  occafion  wiiK  aviduf  i  d 
impelled  by  the  ill-natured  motivil 
hoping  to  diftrcfs  Letitia,  refoived 
pay  her  a  vifit*  ^ 

il 

>f  When  they  were  fcsitcd,  and  a  ' 
commoEi  compliments  and  fome  gen 
converfation  had  pafled,  **  Pray,*'  i 
mifs  Willis,  **  where  is  your  beau,  1 
Godfrey  ?*' 

**  My  beau,  as  you  are  pleafed  to 
him/*  replied  mifs  Wilding,  with 
afFefted  air,  *'  is  now  at  fir  James  V 
mot*s,  where  he  is  to  ftay  a  few  days.* 

«'  Oh  dear,  no/*  faid  mifs  Willis, 
believe  you  are  mifinformed,  madam; 
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if  not  at  Ravenkurfti  I  can  aflure  you  9 


^^  I  do  not  knowj  madam,  who  can 
be  fo  well  informed  as  myfelf,  where  he 
ii/'  interrupted  mifs  Wilding,  colour- 
ii%  violeotly,    and    drawing    up    her 

**  Nay,  mifs  Wilding,   but  mine  is 

^c  bcft  authority  in  the  world.    My  fa- 

^cr  came  from  Ravenhurft  not  an  hour 

'^'^cc.    Mr.  Godfrey  was  expeded  there, 

^   is  true,  laft  night;  but  he  did  not 

**  Not  arrive  r*  cried  Letitia.  ^*  What 
^^^Id  have  poflibly  detained  hiox  i'' 
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**  Ohy   you  need  not  be  10  iimc9  ^^ 

alarmed  i  I  promif<;  you  he  met  widi : 
accident^  but  was  wellj  and  happy  enc 
no  doubt," 


««  Will  you  condefcend  to 
your  meaning,  mifs  Willis  ?*• 


«*  Yes,  certainly.    Mr*  Harrifon^ 
went  away  early  in  the  afternoon,  wit 
his  guardian,  returned  juft  before  luj 
per,  telling  fir  James  the  waters  were  (^ 
much  out  they  could  not  go  on;  and 
Mr.  Godfrey  (laid  with  the 
at  the  Crown,  and  had  fent  him  buk 
make  his  excufes;  a  taik  he  gladly 
took,  as  it  gave  him  a  plea  for 
to  a  party  he  was  fo  unwilling  to 
A  great  many  witty  things  were 
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J3I 


a&txnic  Mn  Godfrey's  choofing  to  ftay, 
cbat  my  £uher  cannot  remember;  but  all 
cbat  I  have  related  he  is  perfedly  clear 


The  manner  in  which  this  intelli- 

Sc=«ce  was  conveyed^  as  well  as  the  intel- 

^^Scnce  itfelf,  had  too  deep  an  effeft  oh 

*— ^litia;    (he  trembled,  hefitated,   and 

^^cmpted  to  fpeak:  but  Charlotte,  who 

^sinted  not  fpirit,  or  exertion,  when  it 

"^^s  neceflary,  and  who,  though  (he  loved 

*U>t  her  fitter  with  that  warmth  of  afTec- 

^on  which  a  congeniality  of  fentiment 

^uld  only  infpire,  yet  could  not  patiently 

f^  her  thus  vifibly  mortified ;  and  (he 

^pliedj  with  fome  acrimony. 


."  I  think,  mifs  Willis,  your  firft  qucf- 
G  6  tion, 
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tion,  where  Mr.  Godfrey  now  was  ?  wm^^ 
extremely  unneceffary,  fince  you  coul^i 
give  us  the  information  you  prctcnde«i 
to  feek/' 

.  li"  I  pretended  to  feek !  Really,  madim, 
I  do  not  undcrftand  you/' 

"  I  atn  forry  for  it,  mifs  Willis,  is    I 
^i(h  not  to  conceal  my  opinion  :  ther^* 
fore,  ia  plain  terms,  give  me  leave  ^^ 
add,  1  do  underfland  you*  You  enquir^^     ] 
where  Mn  Godfrey  was,  that  you  mig^^^ 

have  the  fatisfaftion— a  fatisfadion,  ho^s^^  I 

f 
ever,  that  little  minds  can  only  feel^---^* 

telling  us  that  he  was  with  mifs  Barrj3^ 

morei  an  event  which  was  for  from  gi^^* 

ing  us  the  pain  you  intended.     We  a^--^ 

ait  intimate  with  their  family  i    and       ^ 

.      \     4  m^tJ^ 


I 
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nwft%Mr.  Godfrey  would  have  (hewn 
^  much  want  of  tafte  as  fpirit^  if  he  bad- 
•eft  them  to  go  on  to  Ravcnhurft/' 


Mifs  Willis  bit  her  lips  with  vexation 

^  this  fpirited  rctortj  which  (he  very 

^  expefted ;  and  her  fiftef  Maria, 

^hohad  been  a  filent  witnefs  of  this  con- 

^criition,  wiflung  to  reftore  peace,  made 

•  *^  apologies,  which  the  others  accept- 

^l  and  they  parted  with  that  cold  civi- 

''^  which  always  precedes  the  reparation 

^^  old  friends  :   for  Letitia,  though  (he 

*ffcfted  to  receive  their  excufes,  was  yet 

*^  ferioufly  angry,  and  fo  exalted  with 

^  hope  of  being  Mrs.  Thornborough, 

^hich  all  their  furmifes  could  not  totally 

^•ftroy,  that  flic  determined  no  more  to 

Confider  them  as  acquaintance ;  and  was 

.  not 
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not  forry  for  (o  good  a  f^M  for  iNnefdkiv^ 
with  ihcm  entirdf «  ^^  -J,;, 

Yet,  notwitfaftanding  all  her  fifter  1^ 
fiiidj  fhe  was  a  little  iineafy  at  whatf  tfie 
told  her;  an  imeafineTs  whidiwiis 'g^ 
ly  increaied  by  the  entrance  of  t&e  peril 
in  queftion,  in  his  morning  drefi,  ii|fc 
his  telling  her  he  came  to  take  leaiYc"' 
her  for  a  few  days,  being  obliged  to  g 
to  London,  on  particular  bufihefi^  Urn 

afternoon. 

■  ■• 

'*  To  London,  Mn  GodfireyP^  n^ 

turned  Letida,  with  evident 
''not  to  night,  I  hope.    If  you 
any  regard  for  my  peace  and  happndl 
defer  your  journey  till  to*monowj  cc 
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go  with  us  this  evening  to  Mrs,  Burling* 
ton's." 

''If,''  replied  he,   "it  was  in  my 

power,  you  may  believe  I  would  ftay ; 

*^^t  I  fear  it  is  not  podible  :  however,  if 

'^  can  contrive  to  put  it  off,  you  may  de- 

t^nd  upon  meeting  me.    But  my  vifit  td 

*— ondon  will,  probably,  be  fo  (hort,  you 

^^^iU  fcarcely  mifs  me/* 

Mlfs  Wilding,  piqued  at  his  not  com* 

Inlying  more  willingly  with   what  (he 

'^liought  a  very  reafonable  requeft,  then 

^cfircd  to  know  why  he  had  Jiot  been  at 

^avcnhurft  the  day  before,  when  he  left 

>with  that  intention. 

Unable  to  confefs  the  truth,  and  un- 
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>¥iUiQgtoteU  %  f^hoQ^  i^jfl^^ 
plied  (not  gueffibg  (he  had  hf^^rd^tfg^ 
thing  which  could  make  hU  iffoqcUiutelcS 
to  a  mifconftnifticMi),  ^^  I  was  unavoidably 
detained  on  the  raadi  bytowicai^aftaii 
drcumftanoe^'^     .    .  -  ..     .v  ,.,:n  \>r-^ 


"  Untvoidabljr,  Mr.  Godfief  P^- 
Charlotte.  '  '  '■^''''' 


"  Yes,  madam,'*  repeated  Jic  wi«l* 
fpirit,  **  unavoidably.'* 

Letitia  now  renewed  her  entreati^^ 
that  he  would  attend  her  to  Mrs. 
lington's,  with  fuch  eameftnefs,  that 
knew  not  how  to  refufe  j  yet,  too  rdfiS** 
lute  to  give  up  a  point  he  thought  rigt^** 
in  compliance  with  a  woman's  wiibei,  t^^ 


I 


jr    H  o  ▼  B  1.  i2f 

vould  not  promifc^  biit  again  declared  it 
vishis  wi(h  to  oblige  her^  if  poffible;  and 
^  took  leave. 

• 

Letiria  was  but  little  ^leafed  with  this 
)toof  that  her  power  over  him  was  not 
bibfolute  as  (he  had  once  hoped ;  and 
Ik  felt  it  now  the  more  forcibly^  as  (he 
rilhed  to  (hew  the  Willifes,  who  (he 
^ncv  were  part  of  the  company,  that^ 
•whatever  they  might  imagine,  he  had 
IOC  deferted  her.  Animated  by  this 
W)pc,  and  the  de(ire  of  triumph,  (he  re- 
^  to  drefs^  and  that  day  took  even 
Qiore  pains  than  ufual  to  adorn  herfelf^ 
^gji  (he  was  too  frequently  damped 
W  a  fear  that  it  might  be  all  to  no  pur- 
poTc 
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'•.f' 

When  our  hero  cpiktedl^-inai^' 
ing's^  he  went  direftly  to  the  Ymt;  ^ 
finding  the  woman  and  child  am?ed»4^ 
told  her  he  feared  he  muft  give  up  w 
intention  of  proceeding  towards  JU*^ 
don  that  night,  if  the  difference  it  wooi^ 
make  in  her  time  was  not  material.  Sb^- 
replied,  fo  far  from  it,  (he  had  thou^ 
of  defiring  him  to  put  it  off"  till  the  morftf 
ing,  left  the  night  air  (hould  be  prg* 
dicial  to  the  infent,  whofe  very  delic** 
ftate  required  more  than  common  attc** 
tion.  He  very  readily  acquiefced,  '^ 
he  was  not  forry  to  comply  with  Lctiti^ 

earocftl' 


ftrangely  entrufted  to  his  care. 

:hen  retired  to  his  lodgings,  to 
3r  his  evening's  engagement; 
ving,  after  this  was  completed^ 
ime  which  he  knew  jiot  how  to 
,  as  his  mind  was  really  too  dif- 
to  attend  to  reading,  and  his 
iras  gone  out  of  town,  he  refolved 
^nMr.Nefbit:  but  that  gendc* 
;mg  abfent,  he  took  a  (horc  walk, 
en  went  to  Mrs.  Burlington's, 
than  the  generality  of  the  com* 
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actnifted  by  her  irrefiftiUe  cohrA(fA»i 
he  fat  by  her  till  fummoned  to  the  cod- 
table.  There  again  (he  was  deftindii 
be  of  his  party  i  and  juft  u  diey  iNn 
fitting  down,  and  he  was  paying  kv 
fome  trifliagi  but  gaUant^  complimenr^  . 
beingfofortunate  astodrawherfbrapittf 
ner,  he  looked  up,  and  lawmifsllViUk 
ing  (landing  juft  behind,  with  a  couoto* 
nance  on  which  vexation  and  anger  wcrt 
fo  ftrongly  painted,  that  he  felt  really  em- 
barrafled,  though  he  fcarcely  knew  whft 
as  the  events  of  the  morning  be  waf 
wholly  unconfcious  of. 

Turning  toAvards  her  with  an  affumrf 
eafe,    *^  You  fee,  mifs  Wilding,'',  fli* 
he,   ^^  your  commands  have  had  a  f^  \ 
per  effca  on  me/' 
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Jpon  my  wordj  fir/*  (he  replied, 
n  fome  doubt  whether  it  was  my 
indsy  as  you  are  pleafed  to  caU 
or  thofe  of  fome  other. people, 
put  off  your  journey^  and  induced 
come  to  Mri«  Burlington's.'' 

Tfaomboroughj  not  in  the  leaft 
chendiQg  her  fpeech,  nor  very 
s  to  enquire  her  meaning  at  that 
made  no  reply^   but  began  to 


tia  had  fome  reafon  for  her  fuf- 
s.  The  intelligence  of  the  day 
fli  in  her  memory,  (he  gueffed  he 
)een  influenced  by  bearing  mifs 
ttore  was  to  be  of  the  party,  and 
n  her  account  only  he  had  de- 
layed 

4 
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layed  his  journey  i  fmcc,  had  it  been 
compliance  with  her  entreaties^  he  migli 
&3  well  have  given  his  promife  bcfod 
they  parted.  And  this  opinion  > 
ftrengthened  by  her  obferving,  whfii 
flic  entered  the  rooniy  bow  earneftly  ta 
was  attending  to  her,  and  how  little  notice 
he  took  of  any  one  elfe ;  and  an  mbt< 
tunate  combination  of  circumftanta 
occurred  to  confirm  iu  a.^ur 

Mrs.  Burlington  had  been  muchdit 
treflcd  to  make  out  her  panies,  froffl 
repeated  dirappointmcnts ;  andhadfcoil 
to  Sophia  Barry  more,  with  whom  fl*' 
was  very  intimate,  only  juft  before  (lift** 
ner;  knowings  though  flicdifliked  play- 
ing higher  than  her  ufual  ftake,  (he  would 
do  it  to  oblige  a  friends     Our  hero  was 

5  •* 
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tt  unezpeded^  but  welcome^  rcinforce- 
ncflt;  and,  as  (he  had  but  five  to  that 
table,  (he  requefled  them  to  play  at 
fang  as  was  agreeable  without  cutting 
out|  and  they  afTented. 

Letiua  Wilding,  well  aflured  her  lover 
never  played  from  choice,  could  only  ima« 
g^ne  he  was  detained  fo  long  at  the  table 
bymifs  Barrymore;  and  this  idea,  added 
to  her  mortification  at  the  negled  (he 
^ed  (he  experienced,  and  which  the 
WiUifes  were  delighted  fpeftators  of, 
operated  fo  forcibly  on  her  fpirits,  that, 
before  the  conclufion  of  the  third  rubber, 

(be  Bunted  away,  and  was  carried  out  of 

Aeroom. 

The  bufUe  this  occalioned  reached  our 

hero. 


I 
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iiero^  whOj  confcious  perhaps  that  tu 
had  not  aded  as  he  ought  ^  and  wiUb] 
to  make  reparation,  arofe  inflaoUf ,  4M 
would  have  gone  to  her ;  but  bem| 
then^  as  ic  is  called^  in  the  cri£s  of  dii 
game,  his  partner,  a  crabbed  old  ladfi 
iohfted  on  his  fitting  down  till  it  ff^ 
finilhed. 


4 


^*  And  pray,  fir,**  cried  ihe,  "  whU 
good  can  you  do  in  this  a£Eair  ?  la  AQJ 
opinion,  the  fewer  people  about  her  Jj* 
better,  and  the  Iboner  the  mil  recavc& 
I  beg  you  will  mind  what  you  0 
about."  i 

1 

He  very  unwillingly  aflcnted.  Ba? 
his  fpirits  were  (o  agitated,  by  the  kA^ 
of  having  addol  [o  her  indifpofuioni  tii** 


^ 
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^c  knew  not  what  he  did ;  and^  though 
^fittUy  a  good  player^  he  now  threw 
^WD  a  wrong  card,  which  inilantly  de< 
c^dedche  rubber  in  favour  of  the  oppo* 
be  party.  His  partner^  naturally  violent^ 
and  having,  as  (he  thought^  the  game  fe- 
cutc  in  her  own  hand,  was  extremely 
irritated  at  his  inattention. 

'<  S09  fir,  you  have  made  a  fine  han4 

tf  it.    When  I  had  three  honours  and 

fi?e  trumps  to  my  own  (hare,  you  muft 

like  my  queien,  upon  my  word.    I  am 

five,  if  you  go  on  fo,  I  wonder  you  can 

keep  your  head  above  water:  to  play  at 

lodi  a(Uke  as  this,  and  then  throw  about 

T^  cards  as  if  you  were  playing  for  a 

feWng  with  children.    There  arc  peo- 

tfe  in  the  world  who  would  be  very 

Vol.  II.  H  angry 
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MOffj  to  loTc  their  money  firom  th^^ 


{Winer's  careleflneis ;  but,  for  tnj  j 
I  do  not  eve  a  ftraw  fior  my  money  ; 
am  only  (hocked  and  amccmed  to  le 
other  people  throw  away  theirs  in  foch  J 
manner^  when,   peihaps,  if  die  tniCB 
were  known,  at  anodier  time  they  migh' 
be  very  glad  of  it.** 

Thb  curious  harangue  he  bore  wicb 
Ids  patience  than  he  would  othecwifc 
have  done,  &om  his  anxiety  to  be g^B^* 
and  when  it  was  ended  he  only  bowe^ 
and,  paying  mils  Barrymore,  quitted  i^ 
table,  and  enquired  of  Mrs.  Burlii^lP^ 
how  (he  had  left  mi(s  Wilding;  tf^  . 
heard,  to  his  great  regret,  (he  was  go0^ 
home  in  a  duur* 
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uking  leave,  he  followed; 

^1  OQ  his  arrival,  found  her  in  ftrong 

Mcrics.     The  fight  of  fo  much  beautjr 

»Ae  really  poflefled,  in  fuch  affliaioa 

.  ^  his  account,  and  her  love  for  him,  as 

I  kbdieved,foperfedlydifinterefted^waft 

too  much  for  his  feelings ;  and,  remov* 

cd  from  the  dangerous  influence  of  So* 

pikia,  his  heart  once  more  melted  with 

its  accuftomed  tendernefs.    He  threv 

Unfelf  at  her  feet,  and  faid  everything 

love  could  fuggeil,  to  foothe  her:  and 

Wing4it  length  fucceeded  in  fome  de- 

SKC}  he  turned  to  Charlotte,  and  in  a 

W  Toice  requefted  her  to  inform  him 

what  had  at  firft  occafioned  her  illnefs. 

This  (he  complied  with,  and  in  a  very 

^  words  told  him  her  apprehenfiont 

H  a  witk 
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with  refped  to  tnifs  Barry tnorc,  £x>[n  ck.  *- 
ftory  mifs  Willis  had  brought  from 
vcnhurft^  and  which  was  confirmed 
his  behaviour  that  evening. 


Forgetting  in  that  moment  every  thii 
but  her  diftrefs,  he  inflantly  explained 
the  dejeded  Letitia  all  the  circumftanc^^ 
he  dared ;  mentioned  Mrs.  Burlington.'^ 
embarraflmentj  as  a  reafon  for  his  phi-^^ 
ing ;  and  aflured  her^  on  his  hoaotMTf 
that,  fo  far  from  (laying  from  Ravc*>* 
hurft   on   account    of   the  Barrymojr^ 
(though  he  acknowledged  he  had  paflfSsd 
the  evening  with  them),  he  was  p^-^* 
ticularly  diflrefled  at  meeting  them     ^ 
all,  for  a  reafon  which  he  hoped  in  B^^ 
ture  to  have  it  in  his  power  to  expla^-^ 
That  it  was  the  fame  caufe  which  oUii^'    1 

4^ 


I 
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^J    him  to  go  to  town,  and  in  which  the 

Bariymores  were  entirely  unconcerned. 

And  he  added,  if  it  would  give  her  the 

^«^  degree  of  fatisfaftion,  he  would  that 

foment  voluntarily  fwear,  neither  mifs 

BvrymorCj  nor  any  other  woman^  (hould 

^er  engage  his  affedion^  whilil  (he  re* 

nained  unmarried^  and  equally  attach* 

^  to  him. 

This  promife  enlivened  her  fo  much^ 

^hc  repeated  it  once  more,  and  in 

^  moft  ferious  manner  declared  he 

^^'ould  never  marry  any  woman  but  her- 

^;  unlefs  Qie,  by  preferring  fome  other 

^^ttn,  (hould  teach  him  the  road  to  in- 

^^^rfkancy.     He  faid  this  with  a  fmile ; 

^  it  was  rather  intended  to  make  her 

^^  alfOy  than  as  any  evafioi^  he  might 

H  3  ever 


i 
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ever  in  future  avail  tumfelf  of-    S 
(hook    her    head,    and    fafd  fainiljv 
that  was  all,  tliere  was  liiilc  doubc ' 
Jbcr  fidcltry. 


J 


After  ftaying  fome  rime  longi 
wait  her  perfed  recovery,  he  tooltlw 
promifing  nothing  but  abfolute  neceffil 
(hould  detain  him  in  London  beyond  tl 
time  he  fixed  for  his  return  ;  and  thi 
retired  to  his  lodgings^  with  that  fort 
fatisfadion  a  man  feels  when  he  h 
conquered  fome  ftrong  incitements  to  a 
improperly,  and  has  taken  fome  ft 
method  to  prevent  his  ever  falling  in 
the  fame  danger  again.  Yet  in  tl 
inftance  Mr,  Thornborough  found  fe! 
applaufe  will  not  always  convey  h&pf 
nefs ;   he  knew  he  had  now  afted  fr^ 
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^beft  motives ;  but  he  could  not  help 
'^retly  lamenting  he  had  fo  precipitately 
engaged  himfelfj  chat  he  could  not  now 
«ccdc  with  honour;  and  he  fcverely 
condemned  the  ridiculous  delicacy 
which  bad  induced  him  to  adt  wich  fo 
nudi  duplicity* 

^In  my  own  charafterj*'  cried  he, 
*'  I  might  have  pretended  to  mifs  Barry- 
OKxe;  and,  if  I  have  any  knowledge, 
W  virtues  and  merits  would  have  ren- 
dered me  completely  happy  :  but,  fool 
tiuit  I  was,  I  am  entangled  in  my  own 
^e,  and  have  myfelf  wove  the  net  that 
^  undone  me."  Then  fuddenly  check* 
^  thefe  ideas,  he  endeavoured  to  turn 
^upon  other  things;  but  in  vain.  After 
*  flccplefs  night  he  arofe ;  and  the  car- 
^4  riapp 
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mgccdmmg  to  the  door^  he  got  in;  an 
calling  at  the  Vine  (or  the  nurlc  an^ 
child,  he  fct  cff  towards  Londoo 
the  ut[ucil  cxpedkiom 


CHAl 
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CHAP.        XI. 

^^OTHING  material  happened  dur- 
H  their  journey;  and  when  they 
^^cd  towh^  Mr.  Thornborough^  leav* 
^g  the  woman  and  child  at  the  inn^ 
took  a  hackjiey-coach^  and  ordered  it  to 
No.  — ^  Fleet -ftreet.  It  flopped  at  a 
^^ry  large  linen-draper's  (hop ;  and, 
**^cr  being  aiTured  it  was  the  right  num- 
^}  he  difcharged  the  coach,  and  go* 
"^  in  requefted  to  fpeak  with  the  maf- 
to  or  miftrefs  of  the  houfe.  A  very 
E^tcel  manj  between  forty  and  fifty,  now 
''^c  his  appearance;  and  oh  our  hero's 
^cfiring  to  fpeak  with  him  alone,  he  was 
H  5  (hewn^ 
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(hewn  up  (burs,  into  a  haodibme  dnwr^— 
ing-room.  But  how  to  introduoe  dfem^ 
fubjeft  he  could  not  tdL  A  thoufiixm^ 
ideas  had  crowded  into  his  mindj : 
bis  firft  entering  the  houfe.  Somctiir^^ 
he  fuppofed  this  gentleman  oiig^ 
die  £uher:  butj  on  recoUefting 
young  lady  had  faid  the  child 
be  received,  and  no  queftions  aike4t 
rather  imagined  it  was  feme  friend; 
not  doubting  but  (he  had  mentioned  t^^ 
name,  thought,  by  introducing  himlS^ 
the  gentleman  would  underftand  hin^ 

^'  Probably,  fir/*  faid  he,  "as  I  ^ 
an  entire  ftranger  to  you,  you  will  P^^  * 
guefs  whyj  waited  on  you  at  prefix* 
till  I  have  informed  you  my  name  ^ 
Thomborough." 

T 
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The  gentleman  bowed^  but  remaifft 
fiienc* 

^<  You  have  heard  of  the  name?'' 


"Yes,  fir;  Mr,  Thornborongh  of 
^iWhirc,  Iprefumc.'* 

*'  You  are  right ;  and  I  now  come,  fir, 
*t  the  rcqucft  of  the  lady  whofc  name  I 
^%  ignorant  of,  but  who  mentioned  mine 
^  you,  to  deliver  up  the  charge  (he  en*- 
*uftcd  me  with  :  and  I  hope  I  have  ac- 
^^itted  myfelf  to  her  fatisfadion  and 
yours,  as  I  have  the  pleafure  of  adding 
^c  child  is  in  good  health/' 

The  fufpicions  which  the  embarrafled- 

^^^anner  of  our  hero  had  at  firll  raifed  in. 

H6  Mr. 
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^r.  Bentworth,  werediffipatcd  on 
ing  the  name  of  Thomborough^to 
he  was  no  ftrangerj  having  a  relatiosi 
married  within  a  few  miles  of  the  Abbey* 
But  apprehenfions  of  a  different  kin^ 
were  excited  by  his  laft  fpeedu    ti^ 
knew  Mr.  Thomborough    had    been 
laughed  at  in  his  own  neighbourhood 
for  his  very  lingular  turn  of  mind ;  s^ 
he  now  fuppofcd  that  finguhrity  l*** 
arifen  from  a  flightinefs^  which  ind*^ 
gence  had  probably  heightened  into  ^^ 
foluce  diftradion ;  as  he  could  in  no"^^ 
underftand  what  he  alluded  to  by  ^ 
lady  or  the  child. 

Concealing^  however,  his  fufpicio-** 
he  anfwcred  very  gravely,  he  fcaT^ 
there  was  fome  miftake,  as  no  hdy  b^    \ 

mention^ 
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^•ttdoncd  his  name  to  him,  nor  did  he*" 
-^peft  anj  child.    He  had,  he  faid, 
^     large  fiunilj  of  his  own  ;    but  they 
^«re  all  either  at  fchool,  or  under  his  own 

Mr.  Thornborough  then,  with  great 

l^raefs,  related  to  him  the  whole  ad* 

cnture  he  had  met  with,  which  in  the 

K^cfent  circumftances  he  thought  him- 

^If  juftified  in  doing;  though  he  trem- 

Icd  every  moment  at  the  idea  of  dif- 

o^ering  to  a  mortified  and  feeling  heart 

bcdifgrace  of  fome  unhappy  and  guilty 

feinale  nearly  connefted  with  him.    But, 

on  the  contrary,  Mr.  Bentworth,  who 

Vud  now  given  up  the  idea  of  his  wild- 

Bdsi  heard  him  with  the  utmoft  atten* 

tion. 
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tion^  but  without  any  diftrefii  wadx  wtit 
he  had  coiidudcd>  repGedy 

<^  Upon  my  woid^  fir,  this  it  a  nr 
perplexing  affair  ;  and  I  fear  your  ha 
inanity  has  betrayed  you  into  fiune  in 
conveniences : .  but  perhaps  you  hsv 
miftaken  the  number." 

**  Oh  no,''  returned  our  hero,  earncfl 
tjr ;  "in  that  I  am  very  clear/' 

'*  I  am  truly  forry  for  it,'*  laid  Mr* 
Bentworth ;  **  for,  upon  my  honour,  ' 
know  nothing  of  the  matter.  I  have  00 
female  relation  but  a  fifter,  whom  f^ 
mud  have  feen  at  Oakbura.  She  is  6- 
veral  years  older  than  myfelf,  and  hts* 
children.    All    my   wife's    fiunily  ^ 

Weft- 
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Weft  lodiansj  mid  none  of  them  at  pre* 
IcDt  in  England  :  dierefbre^  my  dear  &r, 
jouiee  the  impoffibility  of  my  being 
tty  way  concerned ;  as  even  fuppofing  a 
knoTi  widi  a  hint  of  this  kindj  could  have 
mifcarried,  there  is  no  perfon  who  could 
htre  thought  of  trading  me  with  an  afiair 
tf  this  confequence.'^ 

'*Good  heavens!''  exclaimed  our 
Icro,  «  what  fliall  I  do  ?  Will  you, 
^  dbir  fir,  advife  me  what  method  to 
Purfuc?'' 

Mr.  Bentwonh  paufed ;  and  then 
fell  **  The  only  chance  you  ever  have 
ofdifcovering  the  mother  is,  by  meet- 
>^  ker  accidentally ;  in  public,  however, 
^  muft  be,  for  in  private  ihe  will  un« 
4  doubtedly 
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doubtedly  avoid  you  :  for  1  very  mucti 
fear  her  principal  motive  in  cntruftinj 
the  child  to  your  care,  was  to  rid  bcrfc 
of  a  burden  and  a  difgrace;  and  1  irn 
fay,  I  fancy  Die  means  never  again  to. 
cUim  it/' 


«  Then,"  cried  Mr,  Thornborougbr 
"Ihe  has  moft  thoroughly  completed  bff  ] 
purpofe  ;  I  (hall  never  know  her  againi! 
it  was  almoft  dark  when  we  met;  au4, 
the  few  moments  wepaffed  together, and, 
her  being  extremely  wrapped  up,  wouli^ 
have  rendered  it  impoffible  for  meit> 
recollefl  her,  had  it  been  in  the  middl^ 
of  the  day-  I  have  therefore  nowootfj 
to  fee  the  child  properly  taken  care  of) 
and,  as  it  is  innocent,  and  doubly  to  b^ 
piiied  for  having  fuch  an  unnatural  mo^ 

4 
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^cr,  I  will  never  forfake  it.  Yet  at  this 
tone  the  circumftance  w  pccuJiarly  un* 
feftunate.  I  am  myfelf  on  the  point  of 
marriage ;  and  have  hitheno^  in  confe- 
^ueoce  of  my  promxfe^  concealed  the  rea- 
sons for  this  journey;  and  have  not  men- 
tkxied  how  the  infant  came  into  my 
poffcffion.  Tell  me,  Mr.  Bentworth, 
do  you  not  think  the  lady's  duplicity 
will  fo  far  abfblve  me,  now  it  is  thrown 
^Uy  on  my  hands,  that  I  may,  without 
>  breach  of  honour,  inform  her  to  whom 
'ihall  foon  be  accountable  for  my  con- 
duft,  of  the  whole  of  this  afiair  ?  But  to 
^e  who  are  unconcerned,  I  (hall  make^ 
•point  of  not  revealing  it.*' 

"  You  judge  very  properly,"  return- 
^  Mr.  Bentworth,  "  and  very  humane- 

ly.  i 
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ly,  I  fancy  the  lady,  whoever  (he  J 
knew  your  charaAer  well  enough ;  and  ll| 
will  not  be  deceived-  But  if  I  caa  I 
any  refped  affift  your  enquiries^  or  col 
tribute  to  your  peaccj  1  Jaeg  you 
command  mc*" 


] 


Our  hero  thanked  him  very  wtrffl| 
for  his  politenefs,  and  then  took  Icti* 
On  his  return  to  the  inn>  he  lold  ih 
nurfe  he  muft  trefpafs  ftill  farther  on  to 
time,  as  he  (hould  now  be  obliged  i 
carry  the  child  into  Berkfhire  ;  but  It 
colledtngj  during  his  journey  thith*^ 
they  muft  not  go  on  to  Tbornborouffl 
Abbey,  left  ftie  ftiould  difcover  hb  tti 
name,  he  drove  to  a  private  inn  * 
Reading,  where  he  was  not  known ;  »o* 
leaving  them,  proceeded  in  a  poft-chiifc 


] 
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^  Ms  own  feat.     He  was  there  welcom- 

^  by  his  fervants  with  unfeigned  fatif- 

fiAion.    But  they  had  fcarcely  time  to 

txprcfs   their  joy,  before  he  took  the 

Wckeeper  into  the  parlour;  and  in- 

fi^rming  her  of  at  many  of  the  circum- 

.luces  as  it  was  aeceflary  for  her  toknow, 

k  took  her  back  in  the  carriage^  order- 

iog  her  \)y  no  means  to  mention  his 

Btme  to  the  woman,  but  receive  the 

diild,  and  aik  no  queftions ;  and  thea^ 

ttkmg  it  with  her  to  the  Abbey,  procure 

.iQurfe  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  pro« 

^de  it  with  all  things  neceflary.     He 

dfo  defired  (he  would  call  00  it  from 

fine  to  time,  and  obferve  it  was  properly 

ttcn  care  o£    She  promifed  to  obey. 

^  his  commands  with  the  utmofl:  punc- 

^ity,  though  (he  could  fearcely  conceal 

liet 
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her  aftonifhment  at  this  ftrange  efcAi 
and  the  fecrecy  he  required* 

He  then  enquired  if -Mr.  Fitzwilliam^ 
family  were  then  at  the  Park;  and  beiig 
anfwered  in  the  negativct  he  bid  tt 
wi(h  to  remain  another  hour  in  BeikAif^i 
and  having  feen  the  child  in  the  boc^ 
keeper's  care^  he  ordered  the  chaife|ifld 
returned  inftantly  to  London;  whert 
liaving  paid  the  nurfe  handfomeiy  fer  htf 
trouble^  and  given  her  befidesmoneyfor 
her  expences  home,  the  next  monuo& 
very  early,  he  fct  out  himfelf  on  his  i^* 
turn  to  B 

In  the  mean  time,  with  hands  ^ 
•yes  uplifted,  Mrs,  Jenkins  arrived  at tli^ 
Abbey  with  her  little  charge.  ThefervsD^* 

wcr« 
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£bon  colleded  round  her,  whilft 
dated  to  them  all  her  mailer  had 
her^  which  was  juft  enough  to  raife 
non  into  certainty  that  it  was  his. 
It  had  ftruck  our  hero  whiift  on 
md,  thac»  in  all  probability^  from 
extreme  wi(h  of  concealing  her 
Cp  which  its  mother's  (Irange  con- 
fo  evidently  proved^  (he  had  never 
tbaptifcd.  He  had  therefore  particu- 
ordered  Mrs.  Jenkins,  thinking  it 
ft  cflential  point,  to  have  it  chriften- 
ly  the  name  of  Mary- Anne  Smithy 
cmoft  common  Airname  he  could 
Heft ;  forihe  thought  it  too  probable 
)oor  in&nt  would  never  know  that 
ii  Ihe  had  really  a  right  to. 

Iii%.  Jenkins,  who  was  a  very  good 

woman. 
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woman,  executed  her  commiffion  witli 
punftuality.  The  little  girl  was  carried 
to  church,  where  herfelf,  one  of  the 
houfe-maids,  and  the  gardener,  ftood 
fponfors ;  and  the  wife  of  the  latter  took 
it  home  to  her  own  houfe,  which  wm  b 
near  the  Abbey,  the  houfe-keepcr,  (f 
fome  of  the  other  fervants,  could  fifit  * 
every  day :  and  the  whole  fiunily  in  « 
fliort  time  became  really  fond  of  it,  b(0 
regarding  it  as  their  mailer's,  whofe  ex- 
treme good  humour,  gencrofity,  and  b^ 
nevolence,  had  entirely  gained  the  auc- 
tions of  his  domeftics  and  tenants,  eveo 
when  the  (ingularity  of  his  charafler  \a^ 
excited  their  wonder  and  pity. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.      XII. 

i£  lafi:  (lage  before  his  arrival  at 
-^  Mr.  Thomborough  took  a  poft« 
Te^  and  ordered  the  poftilliou^  in- 
1  of  entering  the  town^  to  turn  off 
re  he  came  to  the  turnpike-gate  on 
3ofs  road  towards  Ravenhurft.  He 
ited  at  the  Crown,  and,  difcharging 
carriage,  he  hired  a  horfe,  and  de« 
ibed  to  find  out,  if  poflible,  from 
Bce  the  lady  and  child  came.  He 
t  to  every  village  for  feveral  miles 
kIj  but  his  enquiries  were  inefieftual^ 
1^  he  ftopped  at  every  houfe  where 

fuch 
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fuch  a  circumftancc  was  likdf  to 
known  as  a  lady's  lying-in  priTatdy 

Almoft  tired  of  his  fniitlcTs  fearcht 

thought  of  returning,   when  his  bo 

lofing  a  (hoe  obliged  him  to  go  to 

bhckfniith's,  which  was  a  little  out  oft 

dire6t  road,  and  where   he  was  n 

civilly  invited  by  the  woman  into  t 

houfej  whilft  her  hulband  was  repladi 

the  (hoe.    There  was  an  air  of  uncoi 

mon  neatnefs  in  this  little  cottage^  cl 

attraded  his  particular  attention ;    ai 

wfailil  obferving  this^  he  was  ffaiick  1 

feeing  ft  book,  elegantly  bound,  lying  i 

one  of  the  (helves.    But  how  was  1 

aftonifhment  increafed,  when,  on  opo 

ing  it,  he  difcovered  it  to  be  a  volume  < 

RouiTcau's  Eloife !     He  turned  to  l! 

womsi 
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voQuiii  and,  with  a  fmile  he  could 
fctfcely  fupprcfs,  afked  if  (he  or  her 
ever  read  in  that  book. 


'^Lackaday,  no,  fir,"  faid  (he;  "  we 
Ittv'n't  had  un  long  :  our  Mary  brought 
dh  here  t'other  day,  for  matter  and  I  to 
^  in  a  Sundays  ;  becaufe  we  be  fo  far 
from  church  'tisn't  often  we  can  get  to 

gp," 

A  pretty  Sunday's  amufeme^nt,  thought 
our  hero.  *'  But  pray,"  continued  he, 
"how  came  the  perfon  you  fpeak  of  by 
4c  book  ?  Was  it  given  her,  or  did 
Ihc  buy  it  ?" 

"Why,  rU  tell  you,'*  replied  (he, 

lowering  her  voice  into  a  whifper.  **  You 

Vol.  II.  I  muft 
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muft  know,  fir,  'twas  left  there  by  a  h^j$ 
who  lodged  with  my  dai^hter  for  Ibaie 
^eeks  :  and  though  her  houfe  is  nM  & 
good  as  mine,  I  believe  the  ladym 
glad  enough  to  be  there; .  for,  poor  fboly 
I  don't  know  what  Ihe  would  have  done 
clfc.'! 

She  fpoke  in  a  tone  of  importance 
that  made  our  hero  hope  he  might  ncr^ 
gain  the  intelligence  he  wiftied  for.  He 
would  not,  therefore,  interrupt  her,  and 
(he  thus  continued : 

"  So,  fir,  (he  and  her  child— only 
think  of  a  poor  babe,  not  five  weeks  old| 
travelling  fuch  weather— went  off  about 
a  week  ago;  and  our  Mary,  rum- 
maging out  the  houfe,  found  this  heie 

book: 
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ok  :  fo  as  (he  ha'n't  time  for  reading 
lOugh  (he  can  read,  I  aflure  you; 
I  put  her  to  fchool  here  at  Burton,  for 
natter  of  I  don't  know  how  long) :  fo 
t  brought  un  to  us^  becaufe  her  father 
d  I  do  love  reading  ;  for  my  mafter 
d  quite  a  good  edication,  and  lamt 
power  of  things^  though  he  be  now 
»t  a  blackfmith/' 

Mr.  Thomborough  finding  (he  was 
clined  to  talk  of  her  own  affairs  prin- 
Mly,  and  fancying  he  (hould  have 
^e  certain  information  at  her  daugli- 
f's,  determined  to  go  there  ;  and  en- 
wring  where  (he  lived,  the  woman,  as 
•  was  re-mounting  his  horfe,  pointed 
oitohisviewa  little  cottage  at  fome 
'iftancc,  on  the  fide  of  a  hill,  but  which 
I  z  was 
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Avas  fo  well  concealed  from  general  ob 
fervation  by  a  thick  wood^  tliat  pait  0 
the  thatched  roof  and  the  chiomeys  onl; 
were  vifible  to  him^  even  when  his  cf 
was  directed  to  the  fpot ;  and  it  muft  n 
a  common  traveller  pafs  quite  msm 
ticed. 

He  then  told  her,  if  (he  would  IcthiD 

have  the  book,  he  would  pay  her  itsva 

lue,  and  fend  her  alfo  fome  which  woul< 

much  better  anfwer  her's  and  her  hul 

band's  purpofe    for   Sunday  reading 

for  though  he  fuppofed  them  too  iff^ 

rant  to  have  their  principles  vitiated  b 

the  dangerous  tenets  it  contains,  yctl 

thought  there  was  a  poffibility  of  i 

falling  into  the  hands  of  thofe,  who  b 

fenfc   enough  to  underftand,  but  xi 

ftreD{ 
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of  mind  to  refift,  the  precepts  fo 
artfiilly  introduced^  under  the  mafk  of 
rentitnent,  and  in  the  femblance  of  vir- 
tue. She  very  gladly  affented  to  his 
propofal,  and  he  took  leave,  directing 
liis  way  towards  the  houfe  of  her  daugh- 
ter. 

The  young  woman  appeared  at  the 
4oor  of  the  cottage,  when  his  horfe  flop- 
ped; and  faftening  it  to  a  hedge,  he  foU 
U'cd  her  in,  and,  holding  fome  money 
in  his  hand,  told  her,  in  a  few  words,  he 
vould  amply  reward  her,  if  (he  would 
give  him  all  the  information  in  her  power 
ttfpefting  the  young  lady  and  infant  who 
bad  fo  lately  left  her. 

The  poor  woman  eyed  the  filver  with 

I  3  furprifc^ 
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furprife  and  delight  i  and,  rubbing  1 

hands  on  her  apron^  and  holding  di 

out,  faid^  to  be   fure    it  went  agii 

her  confcience  to  blab^  when  (he  h 

been  paid  for  holding  her  tongue  i  I 

what,  could  (he  do  in  thefc  hard  dni 

'*  So,  fir,"  continued  (he,  pockettingi 

money,  '«  TU  tell  you  all  I  know  of  i 

matter.     'Twas  a  good  while  ago  thiU 

fine  young  gentleman,  juft  fuch  anod 

as  your  honour,  came  to  me,  and  aft 

if  I  could  lodge  a  lady  the  whilft  (he  h 

in,  and  nurfe  her  myfelf,  and  not  ma 

a  tattling  amongft  my  neighbours.  Bl 

ye,  fir,  fays  I,  who  (hould  I   tatde  t 

d*ye  think,  when  there  is  n»t  a  creature 

a  mile  of  me  ?  So  I  promifed;  fbra(ai 

he'd  pay  me  handfbmely  for  my  tro 

ble ;  and  fo  to  be  fure  he  did.    Wdl, 
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puts  my  little  cottage  in  order,  and  mifs 
camCi  all  alone  though ;  and  (lie  did  no- 
thing but  cry  till  ftie  was  brought  to  bed, 
ind  then  (he  would  not  bear  the  poor 
Ijabe  in  her  fight :  and  'tis  my  belief 
(he'd  a  been  glad  if  it  had  died.  So 
when  (he  got  up  and  about,  (lie  did  ufe 
to  tell  me  I  (hould  have  the  child  to 
nurfc.  But  one  day  the  gentleman  came 
to  fee  her,  and  they  had  a  high  quarrel 
about  it ;  for  he  faid  he  would  have  the 
child  himfelf,  and  get  a  nurfe  for  it  near 
disown  houfe ;  and  he  would  meet  her 
on  the  road,  and  take  it  away,  fo  that 
'K)body  might  know  nothing  of  the 
Butter.  And  then  mifs  (he  cried  :  but 
he  faid  he'd  never  fee  her  again,  if  (he 
did  aot  bring  the  child.  So  (he  promifed ; 
*nd  he  went  away  that  night  j  and  mifs 
I  4  and 
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and  the  baby  fet  off^  here  lift  w^^  in 
all  that  rain,    I  am  fure  1  was  fo  fon^ 
nothing  could  be  like  it:  but  you  knor^^ 
fir,  what  could  I  do?" 

Our  hero  then  aflted  if  fhe  knew 
name,  or  his,  or  from  whence  they  camr 
or  if  (he  had  left  any  thing  behind  excej 
the  book,  which  he  (hewed  her.    Ti 
all  thcfe  queftions  (he  replied  in  A- 
negative  :  and  finding  this  was  all  th 
intelligence  he  was  likely  to  receive,  fc 
quitted  the  cottage,  and  returned  in(buid; 
toB -. 


He  fent,  on  his  arrival,  a  meilage  ^^^ 
Mr.  Wilding's  :  but  hearing  the  family 
had  all  dined  out  of  town,  he  ftrollcd  to 
bookfeller's,  where  he  made  his  intend"* 
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fti  purchafe  for  the  blackfmith*s  wife  : 
and  having  given  orders  for  its  being 
ftnt,  he  was  going  to  his  own  lodgings ; 
but  meeting  Mr.  Nelbit  accidentally,  was 
^y  prevailed  on  to  accompany  him 
Iwme;  and  having  promifed  to  fpend 
^  remainder  of  the  evening  with  him, 
Acy  entered  into  a  familiar  and  unre- 
ftrved  converfation. 

"Well,  fir,^*  faid  Mr.  Nefblt,  '^  is 
Jt  not  as  I  told  you  ?  Have  you  not 
^ct  with  many  antediluvian  ladies  fince 
^r  firft  meeting  ?    And    will  you  not 

^knowledge  Mrs.L ,  Mrs.  M , 

^i  Mrs.  S ,  are  all  girls  of  fixty  or 

ftvcnty  years  of  age?     Though  1  iruft 

%  the  former  has  more  good  nature 

I  5  than 
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«« I  am  furprifcd  you  were  never  in-  - 
formed— -or  rather/' added  he^  recoUeft- 
ing  himfelf^  ^'  I  am  not  furprUed ;  flie 
would  have  been  a  too  dangerous  rivat- 
But  now,  fir,  if  you  will  indulge  a  gtf* 
rulous  old  man  on  his  fiivourite  theme,  I 

c 

will  relate,  as  concifely  as  I  can,  dke 
principal  circumftances  to  which  I  allude; 
though,  to  do  it  with  clearnefs,  I  muft 
go  back  to  the  grand&ther  of  the  young  ; 
lady  in  queftion.*^ 


.1 


\H 


Our  hero  aflbring  him  he  could  n< 
be  more  highly  obliged  and  gratified^ 
Mr.  Nefbit  began  in  the  following  man- 


ner. 


CHAP- 
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CHAP.      XIII. 

-  ^ 

Sir  James  Barry  more,  Sophia's  grand- 
fe-thcr,  was  a  baronet  of  one  of  the  firft 
families  in  England ;  a  circumftance  on 
'^hich  he  fet  fo  high  a  value,  that,  not 
having  a  fortune  equal  to  his  ambition, 
he  determined  to  aggrandize  his  elded 
^^n,  the  prefent  fir  Philip,  at  the  expence 
^f  the  younger,  whom   he  intended  to 
PUce  in  the  army  with  a  very  moderate 
provifion,   that  his   whole  eftate   might 
^tfccnd    unincumbered    to    the   other. 
Charles  Barrymore,  very  much  piqued  at 
^isunjuft  determination,  objefted  to  en- 
ding the  army,  unlefs  his  father  would 

aWow 
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allow  him  fuch  a  (hare  of  his  [mieiit  i 
tune  as  would  enable  him  to  appear 
a  ftyle  not  unbecoming  the  fon  and  b 
ther  of  a  baronet :  but  with  this  fir  Jii 
did  not  choofe  to  comply;  andaffcfti 
difpleafure  at  his  refufal^  to  avoi4 
further  folicitations^  g&ve  him  what 
had  defigned^  and  bade  him  cluxrfe  wl 
profeffion  he  pleafed.  He  was  not  k 
in  fixing,  but  foon  placed  himfelf  w 
an  eminent  merchant  in  London ;  afl 
which  fo  completely  irritated  both  i 
haughty  baronet  and  his  heir,  that 
was  for  many  years  confidered  as  an  ali 
to  his  family,  and  kept  up  no  kind 
intercourfe  with  them. 

^^Philip,  incompliancewithhis&the 
wifhes,  married  lady  Mary,  the  young 

dau{^ 
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cr  of  the  carl  of  S— ,  with  whom 

twenty  thoufand  pounds.  But  the 

ware  of  his  fon-in-law's  extrava- 

fpofition^  which  already  appeared 

plainly^  infifted  on  its  being  all 

on  younger  children.    Sophia  is 

r  the  only  child  they  ever  had.  Sir 

(bon   after  this  marriage  died, 

:  ever  having  feen  or  forgiven 

ngeft  fon^  who  had  (till  farther 

;ed  him  by  uniting  himfelf  to  a 

ccomplifhed  and  amiable  young 

(as  I  believe  you  will  allow 

arrymore  muft  have  been),  with 

large  fortune,  the  only  child  of 

ler*s  partner,  a  man  of  excellent 

er,  but  low  extraftion  :  a  circum- 

which  tempted  him  to  overlook 

I  Barrymore's  want  of  fortune,  as 

h( 
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he  wifhed  to  be  conneftcd  with 

cicnt  and  fo  rcfpcftable  a  hmH 

confcqucnce  of  this  marriage,  he  fur 

dcred  to  him  his  fharc  of  the  bufii 

and  in  the  coorfe  of  a  kw  years  Chs 

fuccceding  to  the  other  half,  becamcx 

ter  of  an  opulent  fortune^  whtcUl 

everyday  increafing.  But  his  father's  ( 

tinued  refentment,  and  his  dying  w 

out  having  ever  fecn  him,   gave  hi 

deep  wound,  and  was  the  only  tl 

which  ever  difturbed  his  domeftic  felic 

and  having  entertained  an  idea,  whei 

juft  or  not  I  cannot  pretend  to  fay,  l 

his  brother  purpofely  kept  up  the  1 

placability  of  fir  James,  this  coldncfs' 

not  likely  to   end   with  his  death.    1 

retaining  in  his  owr  charav^ler  juftenou 

of  the  pride  of  birth  to  fupport  his  0 

confequcoi 
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nce^  and  thinking,  as  fir  Philip 
r  any  other  child,  the  title  muft 
him,  though  the  eftate  might 
ietermined  not  to  breed  up  his 
le  mercantile  line,  but  fent  him 
d,  and  afterwards  on  his  travels, 
rfent  reputed  heir  to  the  title. 

he  mean  time  fir  Philip  and  his 
"ued  a  very  different  mode  of 
:  naturally  of  an  extravagant 
i  lofing  all  check  by  the  death 
wn  father  and  the  earl  of  S— , 
tified  at  having  no  fon,  he  gave 
the  moft  unbounded  diffipation, 
ady  ardently  purfuing  the  fame 
i"  folly,  they  were  in  a  few  years 
1  involved,  that  a  retirement  to 
ment  was  neceflary  s  and  they  had 


f 
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no  family  ties  to  prevent  tbcir  itnmcdi 
ate  execution  of  this  plaoi  as  Soplii 
was  at  a  private  fcbool  about  tenmil* 
from  London,  and  had  been  fo  Htski 
home,  that  fhe  had  cont rafted  an  affip 
tion  for  her  governefs  fuperior  to  "^k 
(he  could  feci  for  her  mother,  who  k 
taken  very  little  notice  of  her,  as  her  cot 
tinual  engagements  at  the  card- table  Ic 
her  no  time  to  fulfil  domeftic  duties. 

•'  During  fir  Philip  and  lady  Mary 
refidence  abroad,  it  happened  that  Mn 
Barrymore  called  to  fee  a  young  lady  i 
Mrs.  Haviland's.  Her  niece,  with  whof 
perfon  fhe  was  utterly  unacquainted, hap* 
penedto  be  in  the  room,  and  ftruckwitl 
her  beauty  and  elegance,  (he  afked  hd 
name;  and  on  hearing  it  was  BarrymorCj 

cxpreflcd 
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oprcflcd  her  furprife,  as  (he  believed  her 
<o  be  abroad  wich  her  parents.  When 
oiif$  Lee  entered  the  parlour,  and  the 
little  Sophia  found  the  ftrange  lady  was 
Aat  very  aunt  to  whom,  from  mifs  Lee's 
rtprefcntation  of  her  very  amiable 
qudities,  (he  had  long  wi(hed  to  be 
lu)own,  (he  burft  into  tears,  and  run- 
lung  up  to  her,  threw  her  arms  round  her 
neck.  This  afFedlionate  expreflion  of 
joy  had  a  natural  efTedt  on  her  aunt ;  (he 
Wurned  her  embrace  with  tendernefs, 
*nd  de(ired  Mrs,  Haviland's  permiflion 
to  lake  her  home  for  a  few  days,  a  requeft 
^Wch,  having  received  no  orders  to  the 
^^OMrary,  (he  readily  granted.  In  this 
ftort  week  (he  made  fo  deep  an  impref- 
fon'on  the  hearts  both  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
^^nymorc,  was  fo  grateful  for  their  kind- 

nefs^ 
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nefs^  and  fo  fenflble  of  a  tenderncfs  (he 
had  never  before  experienced,  thatdief 
began  to  feel  a  very  ftrong  affeftion  fa 
her,  which  increafed  on  every  vifit  (he 
paid  them,  as  her  fenfe  and  merit  grew 
every  hour  more  apparent;  and  from  tWi 
time  (he  fpent  all  her  holidays  conftatf' 
ly  with  them. 

«  This  happy  life  continued  till  (he  w^ 
feventeen,  when  in  one  of  the  few  IcttC^ 
(he  received  from  lady  Mary,  (he  in&Oi^ 
upon  her  going  no  more  to  her  unC^* 
Barrymore's ;  that  whilft  (he  was  a  chii' 
it  was  very  well ;  but  that  (he  had  wri'* 
ten  to  her  brother  the  earl  of  S — ,  dclE  * 
inghis  lady  would  introduce  her  into  tt* 
world ;  and  (lie  hoped  all  her  future  I^^ 
furc  from  her  education  would  be  d^ 

vot^^ 
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to  them.     Poor   Sophia  was  ex- 
f  difcoQcerted  at  this  command^ 
(he  could  in  no  way  evade,  as  her 
icfs  had  letters  to  the  fame  efFeft. 
a  principle  of  delicacy,  (he  for 
imc  avoided  acquainting  her  uncle 
int  with  this  abfurd  and  cruel  in- 
m;  but  at  length,  to  exculpate  her- 
3m  the  charge  of  ingratitude,  (he 
bliged  to  confefs  the  reafon  of  her 
:e.     They  were   both  concerned 
)iqued  at  this  proof  of  unabated 
and  exceffive folly;  and  Mrs.  Barry- 
took  leave  of  her  niece  in  a  kind 
tider  defpair,  fuppofing  (lie  (hould 
:  again  enjoy  her  fociety  in  the  man- 
le  had  formerly  done  :  though  So- 
rcpeatedly  affured  her,  if  ever  (he 

was 
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washerownmiilrds,  Dochjng  (hodd  in* 
tcniipt  her  vifits  to  theni^ 

^*  In  afhort  rime  ladyS.  called  on  So- 
ptia,  and  took  her  to  GrerfVenor-fquare^ 
and  was  fo  highly  pleafed  with  her  fwecc^ 
ncfs  of  temper,  and  fo  proud  of  her  bow— — 
ty  and  accompli(hments,  that,  having  no^^ 
daughters  of  her  own,  and  her  fons  be— — 
ing  all  difperfed,  (he  wrote  to  fir  Philip^^p 
requeuing  Sophia  might  entirely  Ic 
Mrs.  Haviland,  and  refide  with  her  1 
their  return:  a  requeft  fir  Philip  and 
lady  Mary  gladly  aifented  to. 

f '  Now,  fir,  you  fee  mifs  Barrymorc 
in  the  higheft  circles  of  fafliion,  with  a 
fortune  of  twenty  thou(and  pounds,  in« 
troduccd   at  court,  admired,  courted, 

toaftedj 
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followed  by  the  beaux,  envied 
rated  by  the  belles,  and  engaged 
the  luxury  and  difllipation  of 
iblc  life :  but  even  in  thefe  fceneSt 
xe  too  apt  to  render  the  heart  cal« 

all  the  finer  feelings,  hers  ^as 
iteful,  too  generous,  to  forget  the 
lends  of  her  infancy.  The  mo- 
he  knew  by  a  letter  from  Mrs. 
lorej  with  whom  (he  kept  up  a 
It  correfpondence,  of  their  arrival 
I,  (he  informed  the  countefs  of  her 
e  anxiety  to  fee  them.  Lady  S. 
rfelf  none  of  that  ridiculous  pride 
diftingui(hed  the  reft  of  the  family, 
id  too  much  good  fenfe  not  to  re- 
nd honour  the  charafter  of  a  Bri- 
icrchant,  when  in  that  charader 
oited  the  man  of  birth^  educa- 
5  ^on. 


I 
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lion^  fenfc  and  inctgrity;  and  H 
not  only  approved  of  her  intenuorijbut 
accompanied  her,  and  requefted  Mrs* 
Barrymore,  in  the  politcll  manner,  tb^ 
(he  would  allow  the  conncdion  thtff 
was  between  their  families  to  lead  toi 
friendfhip  which  mifs  Barrymorc's  refi* 
dcncc  with  them^  and  ftic  hoped  M 
might  fay  aifedion  for  both  partiei 
would  contribute  to  ftrengihcn.  I 

**  Mrs.  Barrymore  was  delighted  witfc; 
this  unexped:ed  condefcenfion,  butmor* 
from  the  hope  of  frequently  feeing  h€t 
beloved  niece,  than  the  mere  gratifica- 
tion of  her  pride  :  yet  (he  could  not  b^ 
infenfiblc  of  thefweet  and  amiable  quali- 
ties of  the  countefs,  who,  in  the  tn^^ 
fpirit  of  benevolence,  always  encourage^ 

Sophia 
"^     3 
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in  the  duty  and  refpeft  (he  ever 
'cftimable  relations. 

ring  the  period  of  four  years.  So* 
ntinued  to  give  every  proof  of 
d  regard  for  her  uncle  and  aunt 
)re;  and  next  to  them  (he  loved 
ntefs,  who  poflefled  thofe  quali* 
ich  muft  ever  enfure  efteem. 
t  any  (hining  fenfe  or  brilliant 
ns,  (he  had  an  excellent  heart, 
bperior  degree  of  judgment  to 
commonly  met  with  in  the 
rharafter. 


I.  K  CHAP. 


/ 
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CHAP.      XIV. 


''  \\'  HEN  lord  Hartknd,  the  carl's 

clc^A  :cr.,  rcrjmed  from  his  travels,  ws 

he-t    n^r.uir.cd    not   infcnfible  of  ^ 

crirzis  ::  his  lovely  coufin.  His  parents 

^77:cv;ri  .-:'  :he  aitichment,  and  he  tofi 

V.  :>.  r.v"*  >:7r:::::jn  bu:  from  Sophia  hcr- 

:"-  :,  v.hr/e  ;:legint  mind  and  cultivated 

'.  .:.:.r::-r.i:r.g    reLied  to  acknowledge 

::  n:i.:c:  :.i   one  who  poliefled  no  qual*' 

:y  bu:  gv^:>J  humour  to  render  him  eft>' 

n:able,   and  not  any  for  which  he  couW 

be  rcfi^cciable.  Vain  of  his  perfon  ^^ 

rank,  and  weak  in  his  intellefts  alifloft 

to  folly,  he  was  eafily  led  by  thofe  wb<»e 

^  intcrcft 
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itcrtft  it  was  to  corrupt  his  morals;  and 
he  coofequences  of  his  indolent  difpofi* 
ion  had  becnfuch,  that  he  followed  vice 
inore  becaufe  it  was  the  fafhion  than  from 
wy  other  motive.  But  in  his  love  for 
S(^hia  he  appeared  to  lofc  his  rage  for 
dffipation^  a  circumftance  which  made 
hdy  S— ,  who  knew  the  influence  a  wo- 
man of  fenfe  and  principle  often  has  on 
tlic  heart  of  a  young  man  deeply  attach- 
ed, ftill  more  anxious  for  the  match : 
Init  Mifs  Barrymore  fo  fteadily  refufcd 
^  confent,  that  her  ladyftiip  found  all 
^treaties  were  ufelefs,  and  at  length 
pvc  up  the  point. 

"Before  lord  Hart  land's  return,  Sophia 

^attended  Mrs.  Barrymore  to  Briftol, 

*wrc  (he  continued  for  many  weeks  in 

K  2  a  doubtful 
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a  doubtflil  date.  Her  health  wis  at  li 
redored;  though  I  have  often  heard  fa 
fay^  (he  attributed  it  as  much  to  li 
conftant  attentions  of  her  niece^  as  to  t! 
Briftol    waters;  and  one  circumftanc 
though  apparently  triflings  yet  at  tl 
time  endeared  her  more  than  ever  to  li 
aunt.    She  had  long  been  engaged 
accompany  a  nobleman's  family,  wi 
whom  (he  was  extremely  intimate, 
their  caftle  in  the  north  of  Enghu 
where  (he  was  to  fpcnd  the  fummer. 
thoufand  amufements  had  been  devi 
particularly  theatrical  ones;  and  (he 
on  the  point  of  fetting  out,  when 
news  of  Mrs.  Barrymore*s  illnefs  an 
This  inflancly  altered  her  plan;  (b 
cufed  herfelf  to  the  duke's  family 
obtaining  permiflion  of  lady  S — , 
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down  to  Mr.  Barry more's  country  feat, 
«Ki  from  thence  with  them  to  the  Hot 
Wdk. 

"  Whilft  lord  Hartland  fatigued  her 
^  foliciutions,  (he  often  fought  a  re- 
Brf  from  his  importunities  under  their 
loof,  where  her  time  always  paiTed  tran- 
^iljyand  happily;  and  it  was  in  one  of 
Acfc  vifits  (he  firft  heard  of  her  mother's 
fccafe.  This  event,  which  however  fhe 
could  not  deeply  feel,  haftened  her  returjj 
•?  Grofvenor-fquare ;  as  (he  learned  at 
4c  (ame  time  her  father  was  to  attend 
Wy  Mary's  remains  to  England,  to  be 
^fited  in  the  family  vault  of  their  an- 


**When  he  arrived,  andall  due  folemni- 
K  J  tieii 
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ties  had  been  paid,  be  tiimed  WsihoughtJ 
towards  his  daugheer ;   and  having  becft 

informed  of  loid  Hartland*s  attachmciifi 
he  vciT  flrenuoufly  urged  her  to  accept 
his  haadj  and  even  threatened  her  witii 
his  conftant  difplcafiirc,  if  (he  dard  rt* 
AiTe ;  as  an  additional  motive,  he  tS 
her,  that  her  fortune,  which  his  lurdllilp 
had  offered  torefign  to  hin:T,  would dcir 
all  his  cftates,  and  enable  him  to  return 
to  his  native  country^  from  which  ^^ 
difobedieocc  would  ftill  keep  him  an  ^ 
ile*  Sophia  w^as  extrctnely  (hocked at  w' 
iinjuftifiable  requeft,  yet  dctermind  i** 
this  inftance  never  to  comply  w  ith  what 
would  render  her  miferable  for  lift* 
fhe  began  to  meditate  whether  by  (0^^ 

other  ftcp  (he  could  not  make  his  ^ 

cum{b0C«* 

^  J 

4 
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ces  eafy^  and   thus  fecure  his 
and  her  own  liberty. 

I  twenty  thoufand  pounds  fettled 
rrandfather,  the  earl,  if  courfc 
ivhoUy  in  her  5  and,  as  by  the 
It  {he  was  to  receive  it  on  her 
deaths  it  was  now  in  her  own 
Animated  by  a  romantic  fpirit 
rofity^  impelled  by  an  idea  that 
ved  her  father  as  truly  as  in  duty 
It  to  do,  (he  would  give  up  every 
»nfideration  for  the  pleafure  of 
g  him  in  England,  and  aduated 
fh  of  releafing  herfelf  from  fo- 
is  whicli  it  pained  her  very  foul 
r,  though  (lie  could  never  grant ; 
ntly,  without  afking  any  advice, 
ced  of  gift  made  out,  by  which 
K4  (he 
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(he  rcfigncd  every  thing  to  her  fethcfi 
and  the  next  dme  he  reprefentedto  Nr 
the  mifery  and  regret  hericfu&loflorf 
HartUnd  coil  hlaii  Ihe  prefemedhiBi  ^ 
paper. 

"  Wholly  deficient  in  geoerofity  hi* 

felf,  though  much  ftruck  at  this  prow  ] 
of  her  liberality  and  confidence  in  bimi 
he  Jiad  the  meannefs  to  accept  it,  iff*^ 
ing  her  at  the  fame  time  flie  would  I* 
no  lofer,  as  he  hoped  this  would  rcdc^ 
fo  much  of  his  paternal  property,  tW 
in  a  few  years  he  might  be  able  W 
repay  her,  and  that  at  his  death  «11 
his  eRates  would  defcend  to  her,  ash? 
did  not  intend  any  part  of  them  AcHjW 
go  wJLh  the  title,  except  the  manor « 
Brocklands,  which  was  emailed. 
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"  But  however  good  his  refolutions  were 
icn,  he  had  not  ftrength  of  mind  to  ad- 
lene  to  them,  but  mixing  again  in  the 
?y  world,  his  fortune  was  again  impair- 
i,  and  a  rage  for  gaming  completed 
ts  deftruftion.  Even  during  his  refi- 
bcc  in  France,  the  fpirit  of  expence 
id  been  unconquerable ;  and  from  the 
'irious  temptations  England  threw  in 
i  way,  his  eftate  was  again  mortgaged 
oils  full  value,  and  he  once  more  re- 
*td  to  the  continent,  without  any  other 
i^jport  than  what  the  rents  of  Brook- 
uds  afforded  him.  Sophia  with  a  true 
fial  duty  would  have  attended  him  in 
>« exile:  but  that  he  would  not  permit; 
c  was  too  confcious  of  having  complete- 
f  rumcd  her,  to  deprive  her  of  the  only 
K  5  refource 
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rcfourcc  (he  now  had  in  the  kindnq 
her  uncle  and  aunt  Barrymore. 


'■  1 


*«  On  his  firft  arrival  in  England 

had  quitted  the  houfe  of  lord  S— d 

though  now  prefled  to  return  to  it| 

fek  the  impropriety  of  rifquing  a  x^ 

ed  attachment  in  lord  Hartland,  m 

her  abfencehad  leffcned,  but  coulJ 

wholly  conquer.    But  (he  wanted  nc 

afylum;  her  beloved  friends  the  Bi 

mores   received  her   with  delight, 

with  them  (lie  has  continued  ever  fi 

Sir  Philip  is  ftill  abroad,  undergoiii 

fancy,  a  pretty  fevere  penance  for  his 

mer  irregularities.     Charles  Barryi 

is  not  yet  returned  from  his  travcb, 

it  is  whifpered  the  coufins  are  to  m 

I  know  he  is  a  fine  elegant  young  r 
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but  how  far  the  report  is  true  I  cannot 
dctcnnine.'* 

"  Was  Mr.  Charles  Barry  more  at  home 
during  her  refidence  with  them  ?"  afked 
•pur  hero  with  fome  emotion. 

"  Let  me  fee/*  replied  Mr.  Nefbit ; 
"flic  was  ten  years  old  when  her  aunt  firfl: 
fawhcrat  Mrs.  Haviland's  :  for  thefevcn 
following  (he  was  frequently  at  their 
fcoufe;  but  then  he  was  at  fchool  or  col- 
^e,  and  continued  at  Oxford,  except 
during  the  vacation,  till  within  a  fliort 
toe  of  her  father's  return  :  he  was  then 
feton  his  travels.  Sir  Philip  finiflied 
kinifclf  in  nine  or  ten  month  •,  and  (lie 
^  lived  with  her  uncle  about  twelve. 
A  word  or  two  more,  and  I  have  done. 
K6  Mr. 

\  # 
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Mr.  Barrymore  has  had  an  eftate  ia  A^ii 
neighbourhood  for  many  years:  fc^ 
bought  it  at  the  requefl:  of  his  ladyy  vrlrio 
has  fevcral  relations  in  and  round  B — — f 
and  though  all  in  a  genteel  line,  y^ 
there  are  none  of  them  equal  to  I**  ■ 
cither  in  fortune  or  fituation.  Th.^ 
wi(h  of  being  near  their  niece  whilA  C^ 
continued  either  with  lord  S — or  her  ^* 
ther,  was  an  inducement  to  them  to  fpc  ^ 
their  winters  in  London;  but  as  R/^^» 
Barrymore  is  not  fond  of  the  noife  a  ^^ 
buflJe  they  were  there  engaged  in,  zJf^ 
as  they  have  no  longer  the  fame  reafor^'* 
they  determined  to  pafs  this  at  B— ,  a^^ 
only  go  up  for  a  fliort  time  in  the  fpria  ^* 
The  whole  family,  as  you  muft  ha^^^ 
often  obferved,  are  extremely  affable,  am^ 
though    accuftomed,    particularly  mi/* 

Barrymoi^/ 


I 


I 
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kajmorcy  to  higher  circles,  yet  they 
lixwith  the  utmofteafe  and  gqodhu- 
lOur  in  the  fociety  this  place  affords.  Yet 
rely  the  mod  indifferent  fpedtator  mud 
)fenrc  the  ftriking  fuperiority  of  So- 
ua  to  every  woman  in  the  place.  Our 
oft  beautiful  and  falhionable  ladies 
tt  only  be  called  genteel  women ;  but 
her  there  is  a  grace,  a  dignity,  a  fome- 
iflg  not  to  be  defcribed,  but  which 
cry  one  muft  feel.  I  have  often 
)iuicred,  Godfrey,  that  your  friend 
brnborough,  with  his  fortune,  had  not 
ought  of  addreffing  her,  inftead  of  one 
thcWildings:  but  there  is  no  account- 
Sfortafte,  and  after  all  I  don't  believe 
•  would  have  accepted  him ;  for  be- 
^  friends  I  have  heard  it  whifpered 
ttyou  were  the  favourite  there." 

"I  a 

X 
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I 


**  la  favourite  I"  interrupted  ourbert^ 
in  the  utmoft  furprife  aod  coofufion. 


1 


^*  Yes,  you,  my  dear  lad ;  but  we 
better  not  talk  of  that  now  ;  you  mt» 
gaged  another  way;  and  if  you  were  v^ 
her  uncle  would  fcarcdy  let  her  cftJiy 
a  knapfack."  ^M 

Mr.Thornborough  fighcd>  andthint- 
ed  hitn  for  the  narrative,  and  tbe  crtktf 

concinucd : 


iiM 


'*  All  rhc  particulars  I  have  relate 
know  to  be  facls,  as  I  had  thcmfi^ 
the  facnily.  And  now  tell  mc  what  J<^ 
think  of  the  young  lady;  does  (be  ^ 
dcferve  every  epithet  I  bcftowed  tap^ 
her  ?"  ^ 
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yes,*'  returned  our  hero  with 
"  (he  does  indeed ;  (he  cannot 
iperior^  and  fcarcely  an  equal  in 
Id^  with  (uch  perfonal^  fuch 
ttraAions^  and  fuch  advantages 

fo  free  from  pride  and  vanity, 
inconfcious  of  her  fupcriority.** 

*11  done,  young  man,"  cried  Mr. 

*'  but   if  mifs  Wilding  heard 

comiums,  what  would  (lie  fay  ?*' 

name  of  Wilding  fla(hed  upon 
like  lightning,  which  ferves  only 
)ver  to*  the  bewildered  traveller 
rors  of  his  way.  He  PtartcJ  up, 
Mr.  Ne(bit  haftily  by  the  hand, 
ired  to  his  lodgings,  in  a  ft  ate  of 
le  had  never  before  experienced. 

Learning^ 
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Learning  from  thefenrants  thaiMr,God^ 
frcy  was  returned  to  B— ,  but  !iad  hm 
mbfcnt  tbc  whole  day  with  the  Wildingi, 
he  went  to  bed  immediately^  to  avoid 
conveffaiion  which  hts  prdent  frame  ot 
mmd  unfitted  him  for :  but  his  tm 
refleftions  were  more  than  he  could  vett 
fupporti  he  reprobated  the  romancic 
folly  which  had  induced  him  to  change 
his  narac^  and  appear  in  a  charadcraud 
fituation  fo  much  inferior  to  his  own ; 
he  blamed  his  precipitate  rafhnefs  in  A^ 
haflily  engaging  himfelf  to  a  woaui^ 
who  had  no  peculiar  attradioos^  ^^ 
whofe  difinterefted  regard  was  berofif 
recommendation. 

"And  isnot/'  cried  he  mcntalJyi  '*  td^ 
Barrymorc   difinterefted?  has  flic  s* 
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ed  it  in  the  higheft  degree  ?  and  in 
wo  charader  might  I  not  have  af- 
to  her  hand?  She  would  not  per- 
have  refufed  me;  if  Mr.  Nefbit's 
are  well  founded^  I  amfure  (he 
I  not :  but  now  I  am  for  ever  pre- 
i  even  from  hope ;  and  how  I  de- 
myfelf,  and  in  what  a  defpicable 
ball  I  appear  to  the  world,  when  I 
*s  the  mean  part  I  have  aded  !'* 

there  felf-upbraidings,  and  the 
dons  which  naturally  fprang  from 
,'  he  fpent  the  night,  and  arofe  in 
Horning  unrefrefhcd,  difconipofed, 
ooking  forward  to  the  events  of  the 
with  a  mixture  of  fear  and  refent- 
hc  knew  not  how  to  conquer.  His 
,  naturally  ingenuous,  had  longdif- 

liked 
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liked  the  part  he  had  been  led  into  aft* 
ingj  but  now  that  it  was  inconfiftcn^ 
vrith  his  happinefs^  it  became  abfolut^ 
ly  infupportable. 


C  HA^- 
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CHAP.      XV. 

UST  now  relate  the  events  which 
palled  at  B  during  our  hero's 

ICC,  and  previous  to  that  inform 
coders^  that  the  very  afternoon  he 
ut  on  his  intended  vifit  to  fir  James 
not's,  his  friend  Godfrey  had  been 
d  away  by  bufinefs  of  a  moft  prcff- 
difagreeable,  and  unexpeded  nature. 
fadt  was,  he  had  received  letters 
a  a  perfon  to  whom  he  owed  five 
dred  pounds,  demanding  inflant 
ment,  or  threatening  him  with  an 
eft;  an  event  which  would  have  fo 
»lly  difconcerted  his  plans,  that  he 
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faw  the  neceffity  of  taking  eve 
fure  to  prevent  it.  Leaving,  tl 
an  excufe  for  Mr.  Thomboroug 
he  knev  had  not  curiofity  en 
endeavour  to  penetrate  into  the 
he  fet  off  for  the  town,  about  fil 
frook  B— — r^  where  his  creditoi 
his  anfwer  i  and  having  fomewl 
fied  him  by  affurances  of  his  bei 
ibon  to  marry  a  young  lady  of 
telling  him  her  name,  and  pron 
Ihould  be  paid  the  firft,  he  fuffe 
to  depart,  intending,  however, 
fpy  over  his  aftions,  left  he  Ihc 
deavour  to  give  him  the  flip ; 
arrived  again  at  B  the  vei 

ing  of  the  day  in  which  our  here 
for  London  with  the  little  unkno 
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dllowing  morning  Godfrey,  hav- 
no  time  to  lofe,  waited  on  mifs 
^  Wilding,  and  in  the  mod  ex- 
tns  again  offered  her  his  hand^ 
3wever,  for  very  obvious  reafons, 
upon  his  fortune ;  and  defired  a 
ate  anfwer,  which,  fuch  was  his 
le  doubted  not,  in  fpite  of  all 
ions,  would    be  a  favourable 


y,  in  confequcnce'of  the  hint  from 
leton,  with  a  degree  of  dupli- 
lilliked,  Charlotte,  after  thank- 
for  his  good  opinion,  addreffed 
le  following  manner : 

d  up,  Mr.  Thornborough,  by 
>  whofe  opinions  were  Angular, 

and 


i 
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and  totally  different  from  the  generalitzr 
of  the  world,  I  have  imbibed  ideas  of  pr^^ 
priety  and  happinefs,  whicbj  as  the  prqu- 
dices  of  education  are  feldom  conquered, 
I  think  I  (hall  never  forget.     Your  for* 
tune  is  by  far  fuperior  to  my  wiflics.   I 
am  not  ambitious. '   A  heart  wholly  my 
own,  though  its  mafter  had  only  a  com- 
petence, has  the  beft  chance  of  fuccccd- 
ing  with  me.     You  have  often  prefled  to 
know  my  rcafons  for  refufing  you  :  no^ 
heur  them,  and  let  what  I  fay  be  fuffi* 
cient.     I  never  will  confent  to  recciv* 
the  hand  of  one  whofe  heart  has  hcctif 
to  my  knowledge,  previoufly  engaged  t^ 
another,  as  yours  was  to  my  fifter.— 17^ 
not  yet  interrupt  me  (perceiving  he  w3^ 
going  to  fpeak),  nor  imagine  I  mentio^ 
this  from  pique  :   far  from  it ;  I  affuT^ 
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youlfhould  have  rejoiced  at  your  union, 
and  would  ftill  rejoice,  could  I  fuppofc 
it  would  take  place.  My  delicacy  may 
appear  ridiculous  and  overftrained ;  yet 
Wc  your  fortune  trifling  to  what  it  is, 
but  your  heart  wholly  devoted  to  me 
aw,  and  ever  had  been,  tliefe  objedlions 
lould  of  courfe  vanifli.'*  Here,  from 
fer  wifti  of  not  offending  him,  fhe  car- 
licd  her  complaifance  a  little  too  far. 

■  "  And  would  you,  then,  my  beloved 
Kl»rlotte,**  he  replied,  "  accept  a  man 
I  OCT  devoted  to  you ;  in  whofe  breaft 
!  mly  yourfclf  had  the  power  of  raifing  a 

tttne  as  fleady  as  it  is  bright,  with  a 
^aiodcratc,  a  very  moderate,  income;  but 
[  »bfc  ftudy  and  pride  it  would  ever  be 

to 


r 
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to  prove  his  gratitude  for  your  cond^ 
fccnfion?'* 

"  Oh  yes,"  cried  Charlotte,  haftily, 
her  eyes  fparkling  with  animatioD»  UD- 
lufpeAing  the  deceit,  and  thinking  in- 
deed at  that  moment  only  of  Mr.  Liltl^ 
ton,  whofc  idea  had  been  ftrongly  ex- 
cited by  his  fpeech. 

«^  Then,''  replied  Godfrey,  falling  aC 
:;cr  feet,    "  behold  in  me  that  man.   ft 

is  you  alone  which  drew  me  to  B » 

find  tlie  hope  of  fecuring  you  has  led  (^^ 
to  engage  in  a  deception  my  foul  wouW 
I'lave  otherwife  abhorred  ;  but  in  lo^^ 
r.nJ  war,  you  know,  all  llratagems  arc 
fair/*  He  then,  to  poor  Charlotte's  ut- 
ter (Jifmay  and  aftonifliment,  recounted 

the 
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^eprpgrefs  of  his  afFedion  for  her,  the 
fUa  he  had  laid  in  confequence  of  hav- 
h^  difcovered  bis  friend's  foible,  and  its 
fpcceis ;  confefled  his  real  name ;  fwore 
kc  was  only  impelled  by  love  for  her ; 
tad,  in  Ihort,  related  every  circumftance 
ndi  which  the  reader  is  already  acquaint- 
sd. "  And  now,**  cried  he,  his  eyes  fpark- 
iogwith  hope,  "I  claim  your  promife :  be 
but  mine,  and  aflure  yourfelf  my  whole 
ife  (ball  be  devoted  to  your  happinefs." 

-  Here  be  paufed,  and  waited  in  iilenc 
opedation  of  an  anfwer,  which  it  was 
lot  immediately  in  her  power  to  give, 
b  amazed  was  (he  at  this  unexpected 
ten.  A  moment's  deliberation  was, 
Wcver,  fufficient  to  convince  her,  that, 
r^f  what  he  now  alleged  was  true,  (he 
Voi.  11.  L  might>^ 
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might,  without  fcEr^,  avow  her  prior  i 
gagemcnt  to  Mr*  Littleton :    ytt  (he 
fcarcely  knew  how  to  depend  upon  a 
rtlarii  who  thus  openly  boafted  of  a  dM 
ception   fo  treacherous,    and  pra(Sirctl| 
upon  a  friend  of  fo  guildefs,  fo  bene* 
volent  a  dlfpofition,  as  he  had  reprefcntcd 
Mr.  Thorn  borough »     She  therefore  ^i^ 
termined  to  ufe  a  little  diffimulation  her- 
felf,  and  once  more  evade  adircft  anftt^f » 
till  our  hcit>'s  return,  and  then  karn 
from  him  the  truth  of  this  ftory^  aa*^ 
unveil  to  him  the  whole  myftery;  fc^' 
rhe  felt  no  fmall  (hare  of  mortificatiocr^ 
that  her  family  (hould  have  joined  i^ 
making  a  dupe  of  him,  and  deterniii»c» 
to  difcover  the  plot.    Concealing,  hour-' 
ever,  from  thefe  motives,  the  gencrotf* 
indignation  flic  felt,  as  weU  as  poffibl^^ 

(he 
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d  Mf.tSod&esr,  witk  a  deceitful 
te  had  indeed  t)etni7^  her;  .but 
ic  muft  take  a  few  days,  tq  cpnfider 
At  he  had  faid.  Extremely  we^ 
1  with  this  anfwer^  he  foon  after 
eave,  promifing  to  teafe  her  no 
upon  the  fubjeft^  till  the  day  Iho 
sjfelf  fixed. 

:he  mean  time  (he  anxioufly  waited 
cro*s  return  i  and  arriving  from 
ountry  vifit  a  (hort  time  after  his 
je  had  been  received,  (he  refolved 
xt  day  to  reveal  the  whole,  if  (he 
contrive  any  method  of  fending  Mr. 
ey^out  of  the  way.  A  woman's  wit 
om  at  a  lofs  to  eflfeft  any  purpofe, 
cecution  of  which  (he  is  folicitous 
at  whilft  they  were  at  fupper  (he  was 
L  z  fpaved 
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fpared  this  trouble^  by  her  father's  aikiflg 
him  if  he  had  any  objeftion  to  ride  over 
with  him  early  the  next  morning  to  Ri* 
venhurft,  as  he  wiflied  to  fee  fir  James 
Wiimot,  on  bufinefs  relative  to  an  ap- 
proaching eledion, 

Mr.  Godfrey  confented  j  and  the  in- 
ftant  Charlotte  faw  them  fet  off  from  the 
door,  flic  difpatched  a  note  flie  had  pre* 
vioufly  written  to  Mr.  Thornborougbi 
defiring  he  would  meet  her  at  twclv^ 
o'clock,  and  before  he  vifited  her  fiftc^i 
at  Mrs.  Irwine's,  as  ftie  had  fome  intclU* 
gence  to  impart,  of  the  utmoft  conse- 
quence both  to  him  and  herfelf.    Hav- 
ing received  an  anfwer  that  he  would  b^ 
pundtual,  flie  went  to  the  above-mcntiott'* 
cd  lady,  who  was  an  intimate  friend* 
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and  to  whom  (he  imparted  the  whole 
ifiir,  and  her  intended  conduft  ;  and 
neciing  with  her  approbation,  (he  wait- 
ed his  arrival  with  lefs  dread,  though 
vith  extreme  agitation. 

ExaAlyat  twelve  he  entered  the  room ; 

ttd,  Mrs.  Irwine  quitting  it,  Charlotte 

•cmptecf  to  fpeak,  but  burfl  into  tears. 

Surprifcd  at  this,  he  tenderly  enquired 

Ac  caufe,  and  attempted  to  footh  her. 

When  a  little  recovered,  (he  afked  him, 

• 

to  a  tremulous  voice,  if  he  knew  Mr. 

llobert  Littleton. 

**  Yon  alarm  me,"  cried  he;  **  he  is 
toy  dcareft  friend.  Tell  me,  have  you 
*>Ri  any  intelligence  of  him  that  will 
.4ockme?   Is  he  well?'' 

Lj     .  •^He 
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*' He  b  well,  I  bcKcvci  at  Ictft  I 
know  Qoihing  to  the  contrary*  But  nm, 
fir,  that  I  am  fatiafied  qq  this  pointy  b^ 
fore  I  utter  a  fyllable  of  m^  retfont  for 
deliring  this  meeting,  you  muft  proiairc   , 
me,  folemnly  promife  me,  by  nomcans,di* 
jeflly  or  indireaiy,  tofeek  revenge upo*^ 
one  who  is  beneath  your  notice,  0or  p* 
your  valuable  life  in  competition  wilJ* 
that  of  a  villain.    Promife  me  this,  an^ 
1  will  unfold  a  ftrange  and  dark  ftwy*** 


«^  Charlotte  !*'  replied  our  hero,  wit** 
a  voice  and  countenance  in  wliich  gricm> 
anger,  and  curiofity,  were  vifibly  blcni^ 
ed,  "  you  wound  my  very  foul.    CaJC* 
Littleton,  a  man  whom  I  have  know^ 
fcr  jears— can  he  have  a6Ved  bafcly  by  * 

j 
\ 
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fiieod,  for  whom  he  always  profefled  a 

"Oh  no,  indeed!*'  cried  Charlotte, 
c^ly^  (hocked  at  this  mifconftrudion 
of  her  words,  which  yet  (he  was  con- 
fdous  of  having  given  rife  to;  **  Mr. 
Uc(kcoia  is  wholly  unconcerned  in  the 
i&ir  I  fpeak  of  i  and,  to  confefs  the 
tnith,  and  at  once  to  remove  all  your 
fufpicions  on  that  head,  know,  (ir,  we  are 
ttgaged  to  each  other  by  the  ftricleft, 
tbemqd  inviolable  ties/' 

Our  hero  then  expreflfed  his  furprife 

^  he  had  never  before  heard  of  this, 

•nd  his  extreme  joy  that  his  friend  was 

'unconcerned  in  the  treachery  (lie  hint- 

L4  td 
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cd  at;  and  dien  entreated  her  to  pro- 
ceed. 


**  When  you  have  given  me  the  re- 
quired promife^  I  mil,  but  ntver  oil 

ihcn." 

After  a  fhort  paufe  he  confente^  and 
fwore,  in  the  moft  (erious  manner,  jiek  ^ 
ther  diredly  nor  indire&ly  to  feek  m  ^ 
opportunity  of  revenge. 

Charlotte  then  related  the  particularti^: 
with  which  the  reader  is  already  ac-  — 
quainted ;  and  when  (he  had  cx>ndude^df 
her  litde  narrative^  requeued  hinii  Sif 
poffible,  to  conceal  from  the  world  tt^e 
difgraceful  part  her  own  £unily  1»«^ 
4k  afto4i 
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^ed,  and  not  to  embroil  her  with  them> 
^  the  informer. 


Mr.  Thornborough  was  fo  ftruck  with 
^flonifliment  and  horror,  at  this  proof 
of  the  bafenefs  of  a  young  man  whom  he 
^  believed  fincerely  attached  to  him, 
^  for  fome  minutes  he  could  not  fpeak 
^  all  5  but  when  he  had  regained  fufE* 
acnt  compofure,  he  replied— 


'*  Depend  on  it,  mifs  Charlotte,  if  it 
13  in  my  power,  for  your  fake,  for  my 
^^n  fake,  I  will  not  reveal  the  part  your 
^ily  have  taken ;  nor  will  I,  by  any 
'Cleans,  difcover  my  informer ;  nor  will  I 
*^eit  my  word;  though,  if  Godfrey  is 
^t  a  fcoundrel,  he  will  hirnfelf  give  me 
'^^faftion  :  and  (hould  he,  averfe  as  I 
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have  ever  been  to  the  pnidice  iddxid&ojgf 
I  cannot  fay  I  could  command  mj  ceoa- 
per  fufficiently  to  avoid  it.     Cruelly  as  I 
mud  be  hurt  at  the  difcovery  of  fuch  bdUe 
condud^  yet  forgive  me  if  I  add,  widi 
refpeA  to  your  lifter^  I  feel  more  Fe^en^ 
ment  than  regret ;  as  I  have  lai dy  dit 
covered  my  paffion  for  her  was  not  wb* 
I  once  fancied  it ;  and  I  have  fevcrclf 
condemned  myfelf  for  thus  haflily  for^^* 
ing  an  engagement,  which  though  I  *^* 
tended  to  fulfil,  I  knew  I  (hould  C^^ 
repent.   I  will  write  her  a  letter,  as  f<^^^ 
as  I  return  home,  to  acquaint  her  I  ^^ 
not  ignorant  of  her  arts :  but  to  yo^ 
will  acknowledge,  though  to  her  I  d^^ 
not,  that  1  confider  the  promife  I  was  »^* 
tally  drawn  in  to  give,  fo  &r  bindi^^ 
that  whilft  (he  remains  finglc  I  will  ^^ 
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give  my  hand  to  another  {  tliough^  if  I 

lovtd  her  as  welU  or  ten  thoufand  times 

better  than  I  even  once  imagined^  the 

^orld  fliould  not  tempt  me  to  unite  my 

&te  with  a  woman  capable  of  fuch  deceit. 

But  I  entreat  you^  Charlotte^  tell  her  not 

this  determination^  for  all  my  hopes  of 

happinefs  now  depend  upon  her  mar- 

nage;  for  if  (he  knew  herfelf  a  tie  upon 

mc^  (he  might  remain  iingle^   from  a 

lK)pe^  though  it  would  be  a  vain  one^  of 

inducing   me  to  renew  my  addrefTes. 

Ilierame  motive  will  keep  me  filent  with 

itfpeft  to  her  condudtj    for  who  that 

J^icw  her  difpofition  would  ever   feek 

^  her  a  companion  to  lelTen  the  toil  and 

fetigues  of  Ufc  ?'' 


Charlotte  affured  him  of  her  difcrc- 
L  6  lion  ; 
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tioD;  and,  after  fome  farther  conv( 
tion  on  the  fubje^tj  they  parted;  and  t 
hero  went  home  with  a  heart  fo  much 
lieved  by  this  difcovery^  that  k  grei 
Icflened  his  refcntment;  fo  impoffiblc 
it  to  harbour  at  once  in  the  foul  two  fi 
oppofitc  palTions  as  anger  and  joy. 


Having  ordered  every  thing  for  his  a 

parture,  and  paid  off  the  lodgings;  1 
told  his  own  fervant  he  (hould  fct  < 
immediately ;  and  to  the  others,  wl 
had  belonged  nominally  to  Godfrey,  1 
gave  two  letters  to  deliver,  which  tl 
reader  will  find  in  the  following  cha 
ter ;  and  then  bade  them  follow  hii 
as  he  was  pretty  fure  their  matter  woC 
have  no  farther  occafion  for  them. 

%  CHA. 
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CHAP.      XVL 

To  Miss  Wildikg. 

*F)  madam,  the  fignature  of  this  Ihould 
furprifc  you,  as  a  premature  avowal  of 
niy  name  and  charafter,  let  your  own 
confcicnce  explain  the  enigma,  and  tell 
you  that  I  have  difcovered,  fortunately 
difcovered,  before  it  was  too  late  for  my 
Jwppinefs,  that  from  the  firfl;  of  our  ac- 
quaintance neither  of  them  have  been 
^fccret  to  you;  though,  with  all  the  pa- 
'^e  and  afFedtation  of  difinterefted  love, 
you  have  fo  artfully  concealed  the  know- 
*^gc  you  previoufly  obtained  from  one 

who> 
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whoj  beneath  the  mafk  of  friendfliipy       ^ 
played  upon  my  foibles  to  obtain  his  own       ^ 
wifhes.  Whether  he  will  fucceed  or  not,      ^: 
is  a  point  I  (hall  not  fpeak  upon;  neither    ^^i^ 
(hall  I  fay  how  or  when  I  received  the    ^^, 
information  for  which  lam  fo highly  in-  -^^ 
debted*    Though  yourconduA^  jiiiinii   g^j 
me  to  fay^  deferves  no  confiderationi 
my  refped  for  the  female  charafler, 
my  feelings  for  that  part  of  your  £unil]^^ ./ 
who  may  have  been  innocently  engagec:^Hd 
in  it,  will  induce  me,  if  poflible,  to  avoicia^d 
making  the  ftory  public,  particularly  ii^  -d 
B— — ;  as,  however  juft,  I  do  not  wii^ — h 
to  fee  the  ridicule  of  the  whole  town  feC — U    J 
on  you.    I  wi(h  you  better  fucce(s  i  ^^ma     j 
your  next  negociation;  perhaps  with  Ir      fi     1 
contrivance  you  may  be  more  fortufla<»^r     m 
but  from  me  never  ezped  to  hear  agti~n     m 

f 
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^ieo,  madam :  kis  fomething  ungalUne 
>%  I  rejoice  in  my  liberty,  yec  it  is 
le  truth  :  I  have  long  been  weary  of  my 
ttins,  even  when  I  thought  the  fair 
rflaTer  worthy  my  regard.  I  again  re- 
atty  I  will  not  voluntarily  difclofe  the 
iifon  of  our  feparation,  unlefs  I  am 
bligcd  to  do  it,  from  any  undeferved 
igma  falling  on  the  hitherto  unim- 
cached  charafter  of 

William  Thornborough. 


ToLlEUTENAKT   GoDFREY. 

My  letter  to  mifs  Wilding  will  fuf- 
rfcntly  account  for  my  requefting  you 
fiantly  to  refign  the  name  of  Thorn- 
*oug^,  to  which  you  can  do  no  ho- 
>W.    However  my  feelings  are  hurt,  or 

m7 
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my  refentment  excited,  I  have  foiemnlT^ 
promifed  not  to  feek  revenge  for  yoiux.. 
bafe  and  unprincipled  condudb.  I  aura 
thus  fettered;  but  you,  fir,  are  freer 
you  cannot  think  I  meanly  wifli  toavoic^ 
you  by  my  hafty  departure;  for  giv*^^ 
me  leave  to  fay,  though  it  may  feem  lib.= 
a  boaft,  Mr.  Thornborough  cannot  b^c 
concealed,  unlefs  he  wifhes  to  be  fo ;  ao»  ^ 
that  I  do  not  you  may  foon  be  cow — = 
vinced>  as,  by  reaifuming  the  name  an-  ^^ 
charader  I  have  too  long  refigned,  jd  ^ 
again  mixing  with  the  world,  my  placn^^ 
of  refidence  will  be  well  known. 

To  the  difappointment  of  your  hope — s, 
and  the  flings  of  your  confcience,  ifar-a/ 
confcience  you  have,  1  leave  you ;  fli  <=7 
may  prove  the  punifliment  due  to  yo^r 

art% 
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uts,  but  which  humanity  has  no  right 
to  inflift.  Perhaps  at  fome  future  time 
it  may  wound  your  feelings  to  refleft, 
that  you  have  entirely  loft  the  regard 
and  the  good  opinion  of  one  who,  had 
your  behaviour  merited  it,  would  at  all 
^have  been  happy  in  proving  himfelf 
Your  fincere  friend, 
William  Thorn  borough. 

Mr.  Thornborough,  after  delivering 
^cfc  letters  to  the  fervant,  mounted 
**«  phaeton,  and  drove  one  (lage  that 
^crnoon;  when  both  himfelf  and  horfes 
^ting  reft,  he  determined  to  fleep  at 
*e  inn. 

In  the  mean  time  Charlotte  Wilding 
'^^cd  home  before  her  father  and  Mr. 

Godfrey; 


234      "^^^    BBtlEVOLENT  QJIIXOT 

Godfrey;  but  her  fpirits  were  Co^ 
by  her  apprchcufions  of  the  event 
day,  that  (he  was  really  ill  i  and 
availed  herfelf  of  the  head-ach, 
was   the  confequence,  to  dine 
own  chamber* 

Juft  as  the  facEiily  had  finiflia 
dinner^  the  fervanta  arrived  in 
and  calling  Mr.  Godfrey  out,  ga^ 
the  letters;  faying  nothing  farth< 
that  our  hero  was  gone  out  of 
in  the  phaeton;  a  circumftance  ' 
having  nothing  uncommon  in  i 
paid  no  attention  to  ;  but  taking  tl 
ters  into  the  parlour,  gave  one  to  L 
faying,  with  a  fmile,  **  Your  lover 
find,  again  played  truant  i  but  I 
fancy,  is  his  apology/* 
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Mifs  Wilding  received  the  letter 
with  a  fmilcy  for  (he  hoped  it  would  ac- 
count  for^bis  Begleftj  which  had  highly 
piqued  her»  as  (he  had  been  in  expec* 
tuioQ  of  feeing  him  the  whole  morning : 
butj  as  (he  perufed  it^  her  countenance 
gnulually  altered^  her  features  fwelled 
vith  nige^  anger^  and  mortification ;  and 
Ae  inftant  (he  had  finilhed^  no  longer 
lUe  to  reftrain  or  conceal  her  emotions^ 
vithpaffionfhe  burft  into  tears^  which  in« 
cieafed  till  at  length  (he  was  in  aaab« 
iolutc  hyfteric  fit. 

Poor  Charlotte  trembled  when  (he 
lieardthe  confufion  below  3  as,  though 
fee  had  no  doubt  of  Mr.  Thornborough's 
fccrccy,  (he  recolledVed,  what  had  not 
l^orc  occurred  to  her,  that  Mr.  God- 
frey 


era 
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frey  muft  be  fenfiblc  the  inicB'igcEii 
came  from  her,  and  of  courfe  ex 
every  mark  of  refentment  from  bcr 
family.  But  Mr,  Godfrey,  though 
inftant  he  had  perufcdihe  letterhcguci^ 
in  what  manner  our  hero  had  hcai 
the  plor^  determined  for  his  o\A*n 
to  keep  the  fecret  j  confcious  he  fli 
incur  the  blame  for  revealing  the  tnill 
to  Charlotte,  before  Mr.  Thomborougl 
was  adtually  married   to  Letitia. 

When  mifs  Wilding  was  enough  re 
covered  to  allow  the  terrified  parent 
to  enquire  the  caufe  of  this  ex 
treme  diftrefs,  he  fliook  his  head,  ^^ 
giving  them  the  letters,  faid  t::eir  pi*' 
had  been  by  fome  ftrange  means  d^l 
covered  to  his  friend,  though  he  couI« 

DO 
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U)t  imagine  how,  unlefs  he  had  heard 
^y  thing  to  give  him  fufpicion  during 
his  journey  i  that,  for  his  part,  he  was 
bcjond  meafure  difconcerced  and  morti- 
fied, and  not  a  little  that  he  mud  di- 
nftly  quit  B  ■,  and  their  amiable 
family  in  particular,  as  he  could  have 
now  no  hopes  of  fucceeding  with  mifs 
Charlotte;  and,  if  he  had,  he  did  not 
fuppofe  Mr.  Wilding  would  ftand  to  his 
liargain. 

"Notobefure,  I  fhall  not,"  was  that 
gpntleman's  anfwer;  and  Mr.  Godfrey 
Went  on — 

**Bcfides,  asMr.  Thorn  borough  means 
to  take  his  own  name  again,  I  muft 
'^c  be  difcovcred,  and  expofed  to  all 

the 
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tbc  ridicule  of  the  town  ;  nar  will  yoi 
fir,  or  your  family  be  exempt  i  ihercfca 
take  my  advice  i  hu(h  up  the  mM^ 
here ;  and  tell  the  world,  though  yoi^ 
daughter  was  much  attached,  ^ 
thought  Mr.  Godfrey  was  not  a  pn^ 
match  for  Letitia,  and  that  CbaiioM 
refufed  Mr.  Thornborough :  thus  k^ 
your  credit  be  faved." 

Mr.  Wilding  thought  this  advice  vcrJ 
good,  and  determined  to  follow  it.  }M 
Godfrey  then  took  leave,  after  endc^ 
vouring  to  confole  Letitia  for  her  lo^ 
and  deCring  his  bed  and  mod  refpe^ 
fill  compliments  to  mifs  Charlotte.  tJ 
then  bade  the  fervants  follow  him  <' 
his  lodgings ;  and  finding  Mr.  Thor0 
borough  had  difcharged  them,  he  ordeit 
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^{kedikiiot;  and,  having  a  new  plan 
Bf  ^operttions  in  liis  head,  drove  to  a 
tpn  aboat  twenty  miles  north  of  B«— — : 
fcttt  he  alighted  at  an  innj  and  calling 
hetvo  men  into  the  parlour^  told  them 
hat  the  other  gentleman  and  himfelf 
laving  changed  names  in  a  frolic,  but 
he  diverfion  being  at  an  end,  the  real 
Wr.  Thornborough  was  waiting  their 
irrival  in  Londoq,  whom  in  future  they 
xiuft  confider  as  their  matter,  and  who 
•odd  pay  them  what  wages  was  due ; 
fliat  he  hoped  they  would  ufe  as  much 
expedition  aspoffible,  without  hurting  the 
liorfcs,as  he  might  want  the  carriage;  and 
^ded,  that,  by  his  cxprefs  commands, 
^^  mud  not  mention  what  he  had  told 
them  to  any  one. 

The 
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The  men  could  fcarcely  at  fitft 
dtdic  CO  this  &orf,  diough  tliey 
iiery  glad  of  the  exchange,  as  our  1 
cren  whilft  in  the  charafter  almoft  oF  M 
dependent,  had  on  many  occaiions  pio^^* 
cd  the  generofity  of  his  (pirit :  and  t3»^ 
following  nu>ming  they  fift  out,  leanfl^ 
Mr.  Godfrey  to  purfuehisnew  (cheoU^S 
what  that  was  the  reader  (hall  be  ixi* 
formed  in  due  time.     Let  us  now  ittu^^ 
to  B 

When  the  buflle  occafioned  by  lJ^^ 
letters,  and  Letitia's  confequent  illne^^* 
was  a  little  abated,   Mrs.  Wilding  wc"  ^* 
up  to  Charlotte,  to  relate  thefe  ftran^^^ 
events  ;  who,  finding  (lie  had  not  bc^^ 
acculed,  refolved  to  keep  her  own  cou 
fel,  and  accordingly  aflfecled  the  grcatc 

furprif""^^ 
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whi]&  her  mother  was  telling 
and  foftening  the  part  they  had 
Quch  as  poffible.  The  fepara- 
ic  lovers  was  fbon  circulated 
the  townj  and  various  caufes 
but  the  real  reafon  did  not  yet 
—Here  then  for  a  while  let  us 
ED  in  their  ufual  ftate^  and  follow 
of  our  heroj  who  proceeded 
London. 


U. 
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CHAP.      XVIL 

As  Mr,  ThornborOBgh  travelled  in 
the  phaeton  wich  his  own  borics^hemaik 
no  great  progrefs :  and  on  the  evenifl| 
of  the  fccond  day,  alighting  atthciflft 
where  he  meant  to  fleepj  he  was  ftir* 
prifed  and  pleafcd  at  feeing  a  footman  w 
Mr.  Barry more's  (landing  in  the  g^ 
way;  and,  on  enquiry,  learned  histnaf* 
ter,  lady,  and  mifs  Sophy,  were  then  w 
the  honfe,  alfo  on  their  road  to  Loo* 
don»  .,, 


On  fending  in  a  meflage,  he  wasiitt' 
mediately  admitted,  and  they  mDtiiallf 

rejoice^ 
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joiccd  at  this  unexpefted  meeting.  It 
^thefirft  time  he  had  fcen  mifs  Barry- 
■^ore  fince  the  evening  he  pu:ycd  whift 
^ith  her  at  Mrs.  Burlington's.  From 
dl  that  had  fince  paffed,  he  thought 
lumfclf  juftified  in  telling  them  the  true 
fcry  belonging  to  the  child ;  and  their 
Birprife  was  extreme.  They  joi  ned  with 
Km  in  accufing  the  unnatural  mother; 
*nd  they  applauded  the  tendernefs  and 
delicacy  of  his  conduit.  Delighted  by 
4cir  approbation,  and  animated  by  the 
lunt  Mr.  Nelbit  had  given  him,  and 
^ich  he  now  fancied  an  expreffion  in 
Sophia's  eyes  confirmed,  he  almoft  for- 
got the  fatal  tie  which  bound  him,  and 
frfolved  to  acquaint  them  with  his  real 
JUme:  but,  juft  as  he  was  going  to  bc^in, 
4c  entrance  of  a  Mr.  Wcftcrn,  who  he 
M  2  found 
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found  occupied  the  fourth  place  in  the 
coach,  prevented  him.  As  he  hoped  i 
town  to  have  many  opportQiiities  of  fe 
ing  them  alone,  and  revealing  this  fccrtt 
without  the  rifquc  of  its  being  kaowiid] 

over  B ,  he  therefore  at  prefent  0i 

up  the  point  with  much  cheerfuhjcfi^i 
and  after  pafling  the  pleafanteft  cvcnio| 
he  had  ever  before  known,  and  promififlf 
to  travel  their  pace,  and  accompsflf 
them  the  whole  way  to  London,  hctt: 
tired  to  reft,  with  a  hope,  though  a  very 
diftant  one,  of  obtaining,  at  fome  fuWic 
time,  the  hand  of  the  only  woman  hcwitf 
now  certain  he  had  ever  truly  loved.     : 

The  next  morning  they  met  at  brcajl^' 
faft,  with  the  fame  cheerfulncfs  ^ 
good  humour  i   but  when  they  were  i»- 

fotwd 
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the  qarriages  were  ready,  and 
had  juft  banded  in  the  objed: 
ndereft  affeftions,  he  was  told  a 
/anted  to  fpeak  with  him ;  and 
;  back  was  arrefted,  by  the  name 
cy,  for  the  fum  of  five  hundred 
at  the  fuit  of  a  Mr.  Brackftonc 
Ion,  in  the  fight  of  all  the 
and  the  fervants  of  Mr.  Barry- 


Tiely  difconcerted  at  an  event 
ying,  and  which  prevented  him 
5  plcafure  of  attending  Sophia 
and  ftill  more  hurt  at  the  idea 
ring  in  her  eyes  in  fo  difgracc- 
>  difhonourable  a  light,  he  could 
Dlame  bis  ridiculous  folly,  which 
£ted  him  to  this  inconvenience; 

M5  for   I 
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for  fiicU  only  it  was,  as  he  knfw  tb 
rival  in  London  would  ki  ihk  raiWc 
right.     He  therefore  fubmiucd  with  I 
good  grace;  and  bidding  ihcir  fen'ia» 
teil   Mr.  and  Mrs*  Barry more»  with  li 
compliments,  that  he  was  prevemcdft^tfft 
attending  them  in  their  journeyi  b* 
hoped  to  waic  on  them  in  town,  he  wefit 
back  to  the  parlour  he  hid  juft  quutc4  ^ 
with  a  compofiirc  that  furprifed  tbcffl  * 
all. 

It  was  before  mentioned,    that  m^ 
Godfrey's    creditor   had    placed  a  fpf 

upon  his  aft  ions ;    and  the  Utt  was  th*** 
He  wrote  to  Mr.  Clayton,  a  fecond-ratc 

attorney,  at  B ;  and,  relating  the  cif- 

cumftances,  put  the  affair  into  his  haodsi 
defiring,  if  the  match  went  off^,  or  ^' 

Godfrey 
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ddfrcy  attempted  leaving  the  place,  he 
)uld  iaftantly  arreft  him.  When  our 
:ro  paid  off  his  lodgings  and  fee  out, 
id  his  friend  followed;  .dicir  having 
tt  the  to^vn,  aiid  quitted  the  mifa  Wild- 
pi  thougli  tlie  rcifin  w.:s  not  gi^j-led 
» ^vds  all  over  the  phicc  h  t:  e  next 
cning  :   and    ar.  Cuaytoii  hcM-  Mg  >f  it 

his  clu'^,  ^'  16  heartily  vjx  1  ll  hav'- 
gacqii  .t. -.1  ..inifcif  lb  ill  to  his  cljc:\t. 
cufolv.d  ther-forc  to  puiUicour  hero, 

kno\ung  him  only  by  the  name  of 
xifrcy,  who,  not  vvifliipgto  be  c  :nceal- 
I  was  eafily  traced  to  the  Pciican  at 
— ,  and  there  arreilcd,  as  has  been 
sntioned. 

Mr.  Thornborough,  extremely  eager 

be  again  ^t  liberty,  ordered   poft- 

M  4  horfe* 
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horfes  to  convey  him  to  town,  ^ 
quickeft  method,  and  left  his  phactoft' 
foliovv,  Mr-  Clayton  lifted  up  his  ha 
and  eyes  at  the  extravagance  of  a  yod 
fellow  already  fo  deeply  in  debt.  I 
however  made  no  objcdioti ;  and, 
tticir  arrival^  our  hero  defired  Mr.  Brai 
ftone  might  be  inftanriy  fcni  for;  briti 
his  great  difappointment,  learned  hcl 
been  gone  out  of  town  a  week,  and  y 
not  expefted  till  Sunday  night.  T 
was  only  Thurfday,  and  Mr.  ThornI 
rough's  impatience  to  be  releafed,  t 
he  might  clear  his  character  to  the  Bar 
mores,  was  fo  great,  that  he  bore 
confinement  with  lefsthan  his  ufual  cc 
placence.  He  might  indeed  have  ( 
for  either  fir  John  Molefworth,  or  I 
Conway,  who  were  both  in  town :  I 


lerdtofcto  wait  Mr.  Brackftone's 
I  as  he  oonld  not  apply  to  either 
others^  without  confeifing  his  own 
ind  relating  events  he  wiflied  bu- 
oblivion. 

the  Sunday  evening,  the  arrival  of 
rackftone  fet  him  once  more  at 
•  Inftantly  convinced  of  the  mif- 
ic  chid  Mr.  Clayton  for  the  blun- 
5ut  our  hero,  with  his  ufual  fwect- 
ffured  him  it  was  a  very  natural 
for  that  gentleman  and  himfclf 
;  changed  names  in  a  frolic^  it 
nly  by  that  of  Godfrey  he  was 

.  at  B .     Mr.  Brackftone  then 

:ed  to  know  where  the  identical 
jodfrcy  was  to   be   found.     "  I 
lot  exadly,"  replied  Mr.  Thorn- 
borough; 
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borough;  ^M  left  him  at -^-^^m:  taC 
we  have  now  refumed  our  own  chan 
ters,  I  fancy  he  will  not  continue  tlk. 

long-" 

Mr.  Brackftone  thanked  him  v 
great  earneftnefs  for  his  intelligence^  ai 
they  parted;  Mr.  Clayton,  at  our  h« 
earned  defire,  promifing  not  to  mcnri 

at  B the  circumftance  of  the  char 

of  names;  and  Mr.  Thornborough  i 
companying  this  requeft  with  a  har 
fome  prefcnt,  enfured  his  compliance 

Early  the  next  morning>  according 
the  directions   he  received,  he  went 
Berkley-fquare,  and    enquired   for  W 
Barrymore.     The   houfe  was  Ihut  uj 
one  fervant  only  was  left  in  it,  who  i 

fonni 
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noed  our  hero,  the  family^  two  days 
£r  their  arrival  in  town^  received  an 
prefs  from  the  continent,  to  acquaint 
em  with  the  dangerous  (late  of  fir 
lilip  Barryniore*s  health  ;  and  that,  in 
nfcqucncc  of  it,  they  liad  fet  out  im- 
cdiately  for  Dover,  where  they  were 
embark:  and  on  their  arrival  at  Paris, 
tr.  Charles  Barrymore  was  to  meet 
em,  and  attend  mifs  Sophia  to  her  fa- 
ct in  one  of  the  fouthern  provinces. 
Whether  her  mafter  and  lady  would  re- 
^  to  England,  the  could  not  be  cer- 
inj  but  (lie  rather  fancied  they  would 
ly  in  France  till  the  recovery  or  death 
^  fir  Philip  reftored  mifs  Barrymore  to 
icm. 

Extremely  chagrined  and  mortified  at 

this 
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Imoftdiftradtedwith  his  felf-reproaches, 
nd  at  the  utter  ipipoffibility  there  now 
w  of  revealing  to  the  Barrymores  his 
tal  fituation. 

Whilft  thus  unpleafantly  engaged,  he 
tccidcntally  met  his  old  and  refpcded 
neiid  Mr.  Fitzwilliam^  who  addrelfed 
wm  with  the  iitmoft  pleafurc,  and  afked 
roh  a  friendly  concern  why  he  looked  fo 
Igefted,  and  where  he  had  concealed 
infelf  for  fo  many  months. 

To  thefe  enquiries  our  hero  replied 
'ith  a  deep  figh,  and  fliaking  his  head, 
'Ah,  fir !"  faid  he,  «« to  your  fiiend- 
■^pl  owe  an  account  of  myfelf  for  thefe 
*ft  few  months :  but  in  truth  I  am 
''^ed  to  give  it.     You  know  how 

abruptly 


I 
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abruptly  I  left  the  Abbcf :  but  I  drd^ 
not  til  en  intend  to  make  fo  lung  an 
feoce,  or  you  Ihould  have  heard  ftwa 
me*  You  may  well  aik  why  I  look  dc 
jefted*  I  have  trifled  with  my 
arid  thrown  away  every  hope  of  happi 
nefs,  I  have  been  duped  by  men, 
men,  and  children  j  have  been  decefrc^ 
where  moft  I  trufted  j  and  now,  thil 
moment^  have  met  with  a  moft  cruel 
difappointment,  in  ihe  only  rational  hope 
I  ever  formed-" 


1 


"  You  aftonifli  and  terrify  me,"  re- 
plied Mr.Fitzwilliam :  '^  but,  my  young 
friend,  we  muft  not  part  thus.  Go  home 
with  me  ;  tell  me  all  the  difficulties  you 
are  involved  in,  and  depend  upon  me 
^  for 
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&r  cndeaTOuringao  extricate  you  from 
them.'* 

•*  You  arc  very  kind,  fir/'  anfwered 
our  hero ;  ^^  but  I  muft  be  excufed  at 
prefent :  Mrs.  Fitzwilliam  and  mifs  Care* 
line — they  have  not  been  accuftomed  to 
ice  me  thus,  and  I  am  unfit  for  fociety. 
To-morrow  I  will  wait  on  you  in  your 
ftudy,  and  then  you  (liall  hear  all  diat 
has  befallen  me  -,  and  to  your  advice  I 
fubmit  my  future  condudl. 

*«  My  family,"  cried  Mr.  Fitzwilliam, 
'*  are  abfent;  that  excufc,  therefore, 
will  not  avail :  nor  will  I  leave  you,  till 
I  know  how  1  can  be  ferviccable  to  you." 


Mr.     Thornborough     confcnted     in 

filence ; 
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iilence;  and,  thanking  him  for  thcfe 
additional  proofs,  of  his  friendfliip,  ac- 
companied him  to  Mortimer-ftrect.  Mr. 
i^itzwilliam  then  ordering  himfelf  to  be 
denied,  and  leading  the  way  to  his  li- 
brary^ our  hero,  at  his  requell^  began  in 
the  following  manner. 


ni 
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There,  to  tlic  fympathetic  heart 

Life's  bell  delights  belong  ; 
To  mitigHte  the  mourner's  fmart* 

To  guard  the  weak  from  wrong. 
Ye  fons  of  luxury,  he  wife  ; 
Know,  happinefs  tor  ever  fliea 

The  cold  and  foUUr)-  Hreall ; 
Then  lei  the  foci.\l  inftind  glow, 
And  .  .*arn  to  feel  another's  woe. 

And  in  his  joy  be  bleil. 


Beattie. 
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Indeed,  my  dear  fir,  I  muft  again 
lepeat,  I  am  afhamed  to  acknowledge 
.the  extreme  folly  of  my  pad  condu£t ; 
yet  to  your  candour  I  fubmit  myfelf, 
afliircd  I  (hall  hot  find  you  a  harfii  judge. 
The  anxiety  I  fuffered  on  my  bro- 
dier's  account  firit  convinced  me  of 
the  inefficacy  of  my  favourite  purfuits 
10  calming  a  difturbed  mind;  and 
YoJL.  III.  B  the 
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the  book  I  met  wUh  at  fom  ^oM 
taught  me,  that  the  method  of  aicq^ 
iDg  real  happinefs  is  to  contribute  » 
that  of  others-     Full  of  this  idea,  which 
promifed  me  not  only  variety,  but  ^ 
lief,  I  formed  a  new  plan  of  life,  wb»  ' 
the  death  of  poor  George  for  a  ^^  1 
interrupted  :  but,  when  the  firft  cxtft* 
mity  of  grief  was  abated,  it  returned 
with  double  force;  and  I  rcfolved,  HJ^^ 
another  Quixote,  to  ramble  through  *« 
world    in   fearch   of  adventures.    But 
fancying  my  ufual  mode  of  living  would 
prevent  me  from  knowing  the  diftrcfTc* 
of  common  life,    I  refolved   to  tra^^* 
without  a  fervaot,  that  I  might  be  nflOT* 
at  liberty,    and  more    in   the  way  ^ 
affifting   ihofe    whofc   misfortunes  ^ 
too  often  concealed    from  the  pubW 
6  ^9 
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ty  hf  appearing  in  the  middle  rank 
life.  But  my  precautions  availed 
c  little ;  and  in  my  three  firft  adven- 
rcs  I  fuffcred  for  the  folly  of  ob- 
uding  my  advice,  and  engaging  in 
ic  affairs  of  others,  without  a  fufficient 
ttowlcdge  of  them.  In  the  fourth  I 
as  more  fuccefsful ;  and  I  hope  I  may 
aerc  flatter  myfelf  with  having  re- 
CYcd  merit  from  diftrefs,  and  fc- 
urcd  the  happinefs  of  two  worthy 
»«ople, 

"  New  to  the  world^  and  without  a 
pude  to  diredt  me  in  its  intricate 
tazcs,  it  was  no  wonder  I  erred :  and, 
^  my  arrival  in  London,  I  was  fo 
%u{led  with  the  refpeft  and  attention 
which  nothing  but  rank  and  fortune 
B  2  <:ould 
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could  enfurcj  that  I  alxnoft  wUhed 

£elf  divefted  of  both :  and 

eating  this  wifh  to  a  fiiend^   he 

that  advantage  of  it  which  has 

the  fource    of    all  my    paft    fidft^ 

ings.' 

He  then  gave  lum  a  concile  idflf^ 
tion  of  his  different  adventiiresi  iO^ 
concluded  with  his  real  attachmeat  C30 
mifs  Barrymore,  which  though  heha4» 
long  felt  in  fome  degree,  it  was  btf^ 
lately  he  difcovered  it,  **  And  us^^  i 
my  dear  fir,"  added  he,  f'  fevour  rofi 
with  your  advice  how  to  avoid  the  di»"  K 
culties  in  whith  my  precipitate  en^ig^'  \ 

ment  has  involved  me."  I 

-I 

Mr.  Fitzwilliam,  who,  from  his  d^  ; 
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ftion,  and  what  had  pafled  at  their 
rft  meeting  in  the  ftreet,  concluded 
5  had  been  hurried,  by  bad  advice  and 
id  company,  into  all  the  vices  and  all 
» follies  of  the  age;  that  his  fortune 
as  diffipated,  and  bis  morals  corrupt- 
1;  though,  from  the  air  of  penitence 
t  Emcied  he  wore,  he  hoped  not  wholly 
idated;  and  expedled  to  hear  a  long 
ttalogue  of  misfortunes,  which  are 
K  natural  confequences  of  vice,  was 
lighted  and  furprifed  at  a  recital 
iich  proved  him  more  than  ever 
'Orthy  his  afFeftion  and  regard;  and 
Voiced,  with  all  the  fincerity  of  friend- 
Wp,  at  the  convidion  that  his  eftate 
'as  unimpaired,  his  heart  as  unchanged 
4  his  morals,  and  his  virtues  now 
^ed  into  adion,  fuch  as  he  had  ever 
B  3  hoped 
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hoped  they  would  be.  He  extendcdl  i 
hand  to  our  hero,  and  (haking  -^ 
heartily,  replied, 

*^  Perifti,  my  dear  lad,  that  narro*'^' 
fouled  fufpicion  which  enables   us   J^ 
early  youth  to  avoid  deceit  and  unfeitb* 
jfulnefs.     Caution  is  the  confequcnce  o* 
experience,    and  experience  only  tb^ 
fruit  of  years  and  wifdom.      Unhack' 
neyed  as  you  were  in  the  ways  of  th^ 
world,  I  wonder  not  that  you  met  wit* 
impofition  :    but,  however  dearly  JO^ 
have  paid  for  your  knowledge,  it  ni»' 
be,  well  applied,  in  future  of  infini^ 
benefit;  and  even  now,  in  faft,  itmv 
afford    you,    on   recolleftion,  more 
pleafurc  than  pain.     Ridiculous  as  ^ 
vour  fituailou^  fcccyaently,  yet  the  g 
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>ii  have  done  is  not  trivial.    Mr.  Har- 
rd's  releafe  from  his  unprincipled  mif- 
wfs,  was  the  firft  caufe  of  mifs  Ellis's 
"cfent  happinefs  and  his  own  :  and  even 
►ung  Fennel's  marriage,  though  an  event 
at  appeared  at  firft  rather  th  e  confeqiience 
compullion  than  choice ;  yet  in  all  pro- 
Mity  it  faved  the  poor  girl  from  de- 
•uftion  :    for,   madly  attached  as  (he 
18,  it  is  too  probable  (he  would  have 
ft  her  father  the  firft  opportunity,  with- 
it  confidering  the  lofs  of  her  reputa- 
>n  and  peace.     Your  bounty  will,  I 
^pc>  fecure  his  good  behaviour ;  and 
^  flic  is  rentlered  more  happy  than 
^  could  have  expefted.     Your  break- 
Sinto  mifs  Darley's  chamber,  was  the 
■^^^g  ftep  to  your  faving  her  from  that 
^  which  a  pretty  girl   in  a  ftrolling 
B  4  com- 
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company,  without  a  friend  or  relatiax3# 
could  fcarcely  efcape.     Nor  can  I  cv^^ 
confider  your  late  adventures  at  B—  ^^ 
wholly  unfortunate:  they  have  taught  y^^^ 
not  to  rely  upon  appearances,  nor  c^ 
truft  entirely  every  plaufible  acquaint* 
ance.     It  has  alfo  (will  you  not  ihia  5* 
this  a  good  argument  ?)  been  the  meac:** 
of  introducing    you    to    your  belovr  ^ 
mifs  Barrymore,    whom,   but  for  ihi  ^> 
you  might  never  have  known,  and  wici^  n 
whom  I  dill  hope  you  may  be  happi^"^' 
in  fpite  of  the  apparent  difficulties.  Tlr»^ 
Wildings,  except  Charlotte,  are  a  d^* 
fpicable  family,   and  Godfrey  a  rafc^*'^  • 
but  the  advice  that   young  lady  g^"^^^ 
you  was  excellent,  and  proved  her  tJ^' 
dcrftanding  as  good  as  her  heart,     f^^ 
is  beneath  your  refcntmcnt;  and  y^^ 


A        N  O  V    B    L.  9 

^lasfliefaidj  is  too  valuable  to  be 
Tqued  for  a  villain.  The  Barrymores 
have  long  known ;  and  will,  on  their 
turn,  myfelf  underuke  to  clear  your 
laraftcr  to  them  in  every  refped. 
U  that  now  remains  is,  to  endea* 
w  to  be  releafed  from  your  pro- 
fc  to  Letitia,  which  I  cannot  fuppofe 
u  will  long  be  tied  by ;  as  I  doubt  not 
t  her  plan  of  fettling  in  the  world  will 
luce  her  to  accept  the  firft  offer.  The 
>ft  perplexing  affair  is  your  young 
Xcgee ;  yet,  in  time,  I  dare  aver  (he 
U  be  claimed ;  or,  if  not,  your  for- 
^cwill  not  feel  her  education,  nor  a 
cent  provifion,  which  is  all  that  can 
cxpeftcd  of  you.*' 

"  Do  not,  fir,*'  interrupted  our  hero, 
B  5  ^'  think 
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''  think  {b  meanly  of  me^  as  to  imagine  ^ 
I  wiA  TO  part  with  the  child  on  account  ,3 
of  the  expences  I  may  incur :  it  is  ^^J 
merely  finom  a  fear  of  not  acquitting  ^^ 
myfelf  as  I  oughc^  and  from  my  regreCy^si; 
that  there  exifb  fuch  a  difgrace  to 
human  nature  as  her  who  confignc 
her  to  me.*' 

«  No,"   returned  Mr.   FitzwiUiam 
**  I  cannot  doubt  your  generofity ;  yoL 
have   given    too    many   proofs  of  !■ 
But  now  let  me  caution  you  a  little  fc 
the  fjture  :  when  diftrefs  falls  in  yoi^r 
way,  relieve  ir,   let  it  be  of  whateve^i; 
kind  it  may ;   and  as  your  eftate  cxn 
well  afford  it,  let  not  your  charity  t>^ 
always  checked  by  the  rigid  hand  ot 
propriet)' ;  for,  if  we  give  only  to  *^ 

truly 
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truly deferving,  how  fcware  there  who 
^  claim  relief!  and  how  many  who 
fflakc  the  fear  of  bellowing  upon  the 
wiworthy  a  plea  for  never  giving  at 
Jl!  But  turn  not  afide  to  inveftigate 
niaginary  diftrefs,  or  you  will  often  be 
ed  into  error  by  the  duplicity  of  chofe 
Mc  intereft  it  is  to  deceive  you.  But 
cmember,  my  j^oung  friend,  this  lafl 
aaxiin  is  addreffed  folely  to  yourfelf, 
nd  is  only  requifite  from  the  peculiar 
am  of  your  character;  it  is  not  my 
pneral  opinion,  nor  the  advice  I  would 
?ve  to  the  bulk  of  mankind,  whofi: 
^W  unfeeling  apathy  requires  a  fpur 
^  the  aftions  of  benevolence,  not  a  curb 
^  reftrain  them.  But  your  liberal  heart, 
^dent  animated  fpirit,  and  the  indif- 
^^inating  warmth  of  your  temper, 
B  6  which 


IZ        THE    BENEVOLENT    QUIXOTE: 

which  blinds  your  judgment,  Ihould 
have  a  flight  check;  and  I  doubt  not 
but,  in  future,  the  experience  you  have 
already  had  will  teach  you  as  much 
caution  as  I  ever  wilh  you  to  learn," 

Mr.  Fitzwilliam  here  ended  his  lec- 
ture, for  which  he  received  the  fincercft 
thanks  of  our  hero,  and  particularly  for 
his  promifed  interference  with  refpeft  to 
the  Barr)^mores.     That  gentleman  then 
requefted  he  would  not  carry  his  delicacy 
fo  far  as  to  let  his  own  charafter  futfcr 
in  compliment  to  the  Wildings ;  but,  if 
obliged  ta^account  for  the  change  of  his  ^ 
name,  avow  the  whole  ftory,  as  to  con— - 
ceal  it  in  part  would  only  give  him  th*-rf^ 
appearance  of  duplicity. 
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Mr.  Thornborough  promifed  to  fol- 
low his  advice  in  this  refped^  as  he  would 
ui  every  other ;  and  then  mentioned  his 
determination  of  travelling  through  fome 
parts  of  England^  by  way  of  amufing 
liis  mind^  and  filling  up  the  time  till  the 
Barrymores  returned,  of  which  event 
Mr,  Fitzwilliam  was  to  give  him  the 
earlieft  intelligence.  He  made  the  lefs 
otjc&ion  to  this  plan,  as  he  had  pro- 
niifed  to  follow  his  lady  and  daughter 
Wto  Kent  in  a  few  days,  where  they  were 
to  remain  fome  weeks  2  but  he  infifted 
^  his  young  friend's  continuing  with 
^b  till  his  departure,  which  Jie  readily 
wnfented  to. 

During  his  ftay  in  London,  all  the 
time  he  could  fpare  from  Mr.  Fitz- 

willlam 


I 

t 
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From  thence  he  went  to  fir  Joha 
Molefworth's,  where  he  was  welcomed 
wkh  unfeigned  fatisfadion   by  all   the 
^'ly  who  were  at  home  i  as  the  two 
younger  ladies^  Louifa  and  Clementina^ 
vere  with  their  aunt  Harford;  a  circum* 
fiance  at  this  time  which  gave  no  little 
fidsfeftion  to  the  eldeft,  who,  in  point 
of  beauty,  was   confiderably  their  in- 
feior;  as  (he  now  hoped  to  engrofs  our 
keroin  his  frequent  vifits,  without  a  rival* 
But  great  was  her  difappointment  when 
told  of  his  intention  of  leaving  town 
^oll    immediately  ;     nor    was    lady 
Molcfworth    much    Icfs    difconcerted. 
Sir  John,  with  unaffefted  good  humour, 
ticked  him  for  promoting  the  happi- 
^rfs  of  one  of  his  family,  and  added, 
"You  would    fcarcely,    Mr.  Thorn- 
borough, 
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borough^  know  Mr.  Harford^  he  is  b 
much  improved  in  his  appearance^  aod 
has  acquired  fome  refinement^  vhhcrt 
lofing  his  fincerity.  I  believe  my  gub 
have  laughed  him  out  of  fome  of  bi* 
fingularities ;  and  Kitty,  of  whom  he  is 
really  very  fond,  has  effefted  the  reft*" 

After  fome  more  converfation  on  tbe 
fubjed,  our  hero  would  have  ttkea 
leave,  but  the  entrance  of  Mr.  Conwaf 
prevented  him.  *^  Ah,  my  dear  friend, 
cried  he,  running  up  to  him,  "  what^ 
unexpefted  pleafure  is  this  !  How  long 
have  you  been  in  town  ?  and  where  have 
you  kept  yourfelf  thefe  hundred  years? 
Come,  you  (hall  go  home  with  me  to 
dinner.  I  will  pofitivcly  take  no  denials 
I  have  a  fmall  party,  the  duke  of  D^ 
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tad  lord  B— ,  colonel  S— ,  Mr.  M— , 
^  your  old  acquaintance  Mr.  Monra« 
goe,  who  wiflies  to  fee  you  ;  and  I  have 
jnomifed  lord  B —  to  introduce  you  the 
&ft  opportunity.  He  is  a  virtuofo,  pur- 
chafcd  half  the  duchefs  of  P — ^'s  mufeum, 
and  wants  your  opinion  on  fome  non* 
Afcripts  he  has  lately  met  with,  and  a 
▼afc  from  Herculaneum/*  Here  he 
paufcd,  waiting  for  a  reply* 

**  I  am  much  obliged  to  you,''  faid 
^  hero,  fmiling  at  his  vehemence  and 
^uacity ;  "  but  you  muft  excufe  me : 
*  ^  engaged  to  Mr.  Fitzwilliam." 

"What,  Fitzwilliam  of  Beech  Park? 
^*y,  he  can  come  too  :  I  will  call  on 
^1  and  I  am  fure  he  will  not  refufc 

me, 
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me,  when  I  tell  him  haw  excrcmelf 
with  to  fee  you^  and  that  I  mufti 
duce  you  to  lord  B— .** 


Mr,  Thornboran^   could 
objcdion  to  thit ;  but  confcntcd  la 
Icncc,  only  faying  he  hoped  lord 
would  not  contidt  r  him  as  a  jadge,  \ 
he  had  long  given  up  the  ftudy* 

They  went  together  to  MortinW 
ftreet ;  and  as  they  were  walkinj 
*'  Apropos,  my  good  friend,"  faid  Mi 
Conway,  "  I  had  a  letter  from  Bcrl 
(hire  this  morning,  which  informs  mc< 
thedcathof  Mr.  Dennifon,  rector  of— 
Now,  if  the  living  is  not  promifed, 
(hould  be  much  obliged  to  you  if  y 
jyiU  attend  to  my  recommendadon  oi 
^*^  proj 
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perfon  to  fuccecd  him.  Mr. 
y,  my  fon's  late  tutor,  is  a  dc- 
and  clever  fellow :  he  will 
you  a  fermon  of  Carr's  in  four* 
nutes  and  a  half,  and  would 
n  excellent  neighbour  in  the 
:  indeed,  it  was  the  vicinity  of 
^nage  to  Thornborough  Abbey 
rit  induced  me  to  think  of  him» 
s  a  good  fong,  dances,  hunts, 
md  plays  whift  incomparably; 
more  wit  than  half  the  uhiver- 
i  lad  eleflion  in  Berkftiire  made 
/ery  remarkable,  by  parodying, 
r  of  government,  fome  popular 
nd,  egad,  we  nicked  oppofition. 
1  fee  him  at  dinner,  for  he  is 
ing  withus/' 

^^am 
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^'  I  am  forry,  Mr.  Conway/*  returned 
our  hero,  **  to  be  obliged  to  rcfufc  y^u 
any  requeft;  but  the  living  has  been 
long  intended  for  Mr.  Littleton,  an  in- 
timate friend  of  my  own,   and  wboic 
attention  to  my  poor  brother,  during 
the  time  he  lingered  abroad,  defervet 
by  far  a  greater  recompence  than  it  i^ 
in  my  power  to  bcftow.'* 

'«Oh,*'  cried  Mr.  Conway,  vifibly 
chagrined,  "  if  it  is  promifed,  I  hope 
you  do  not,  my  dear  fir,  think  me  capa- 
ble of  wifhing  to  influence  you  in  anjf 
degree.  I  only  thought,  if  you  were 
undetermined,  you  could  not  fix  on* 
pleafanter  young  fellow  than  Daventry; 
but  as  it  is,  I  entreat  you  will  make  no 

kind 
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I  of  apology,  for  I  am  perfeftly 
Bed." 

Andfo/'  thought  our  hero,  *^  am  I ;" 
e  was  not  particularly  ftruck  with  the 
iption  of  Mr*  Daventry,  nor  ima- 
i  the  qualities  his  patron  afcribed 
m  were  eflential  to  a  clergyman, 
e  life  and  example  have  ufually 
;  cffedt  upon  his  congregation ;  and 
ad  always  made  it  a  point  of  cori« 
ce  to  recommend  none  to  facred 
»,  but  thofe  whofe  charader  and 
:iples  might  render  them  an  honour 
icir  profeffion. 


CHAP. 
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^     f 


CHAP.     IL 

When  they  amired  in  Mordin?^^ 
ftreet^  Mr-  Ficzwilliam  promifcd  W 
wait  on  Mr.  Conway,  more  from  a  wife 
of  amufing  our  hero  than  any  other 
motive,  as  he  plainly  faw  the  flatcof 
bis  mind  required  variety  and  {*• 
ertioo. 

The  company  at  dinner  were  n^ 
merous,  but  in  general  of  that  cW 
of  whom  it  is  impoGible  to  give  t  p*** 
ticular  dcfcriptionj  as  their  charaA^ 
had  no  leading  feature.  Loid  B-* 
was  a  fcn£ble  and  rational  young-^ 
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ffi&ion;  attached,  but  not  ridiculoufly 
^jto  the  fludy  of  antiq^iities ;  and  this 
^iiaps  bad  u.lded  to  the  naturall/ 
%vc  turn  of  his  mind.  He  addreffed 
r.  Thornborough  upon  the  fubjcd:, 
0  replied,  he  had  for  fome  months 
CO  up  the  purfuit  which  for  fo  many 
rs  of  bis  life  he  had  ardently  fol- 
ded, upon  the  fulleft  convidion  that 
Dgroflfed  too  much  of  his  time  and 
;ntion,  and  rendered  him  impro- 
ly  carelefs  on  every  other  point. 

'  You  arc/*  replied  lord  B— ,  "  a 
rlc  inftance,  I  believe,  of  a  young 
II  fo  entirely  giving  up  his  favourite 
ofement;  but  I  commend  you  for 
As  to  myfclf,  I  am  naturally  of  fo 

retired 
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retired  a  difpofition^  and  lovej 
the  buftle  of  the  worlds  though 
gage  in  it  occafionaHy^  tSiat  \yji  i 
purfuits  I  (hould  aftually  want  ( 
ment ;  and  as  I  take  care  neidu 
jure  my  fortune^  nor  fedude  m; 
tally  from  fociety^  I  muft  confefi 
it  a  ftudy  equally  rational  aD 
fant." 

^*  But  my  difpofition,"  retun 
hero,  "  is  fo  ardent  and  aftivc. 
could  not  follow  any  fingle  purf 
moderation ;  fo  that  the  only  d 
have  for  adbing  rationally  is  by 
ing  my  attention,  and  diredUng  h 
ferent  objefts," 
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H^rc  their  converfation  was  inter- 
pipted  by  mifs  G^nway^  who  had  been 
engaged  with  great  part  of  the  compa* 
117  m  difcuffing  the  rage  for  private 
theatres,  which  now  fo  univerfally  pre* 
^uled.  She  had  long  endeavoured  to 
pofuade  her  father  to  build  a  little  the- 
Ibe  at  Conway-HouTe,  but  without  ef* 
feft;  and  now,  having  given  up  that 
point  as  hopelefs,  was  folicitous  merely 
to  have  a  few  plays  aded  in  their  large 
hall,  which  was  admirably  calculated  for 
Ac  purpofe ;  as  (he  fancied  her  voice 
ind  figure,  both  of  which  were  really 
biking,  would  appear  to  advantage  in 
liich  a  lituation.  She  knew  her  father's 
itfpeft  for  Mr.  Thornborough,  and  bc^ 
lieved,  if  (he  could  obtain  his  intereft^ 
^  wi(h  might  be  complied  with. 

Vol.  III.  C  **  Wc 
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«  We  are  talking,"  faid  flic  to  him, 
^^  of  a6ling  a  play :  will  you  take  a  par^ 
Mr.  Thornborough?" 

*^  You  do  me  great  honour,  madam,* 
returned  he,  "  in  this  propofal ;  but  I 
muft  beg  leave  to  decline  it.  1  have  no 
talents  for  the  ftage,  and  have  (looking 
at  Mr.  Fitzwilliam  with  a  fmile)  found 
it  fo  difficult  to  fupport  my  own  charac- 
ter with  propriety,  that  it  would  be  mad- 
nefs  in  me  to  attempt  any  other.'* 

^*  Oh,**  replied  mifs  Conway,  much 
piqued  at  his  refufal,  "  as  you  pleafti 
lir.  Mr.  Manningford,  you  will  oblige 
us,  I  know." 

«*  Yes,  my  dear  mifs  Conway,"  cried 

Mr- 
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^»  Manningford^  who  was  of  a  very 
^uninutivc  ftature^  *^  in  any  charafter 
^  you  fliall  choofe  will  I  exert  my  abi- 
lities; from  fir  John  Falftaff  to  Alex- 
ander the  Great/' 


*'And  you  will  equally  (hine  in 
both/*  interrupted  a  Mr.  Trefilian ;  ^^  for 
your  mind  is  as  fit  for  one^  as  your  body 
for  the  other/* 

A  general  fmile  prevailing,  Mr.  Man- 
ningford  thought  proper  to  join  in  it ; 
Aough  it  feemed  like  one  of  thofe  pain- 
fol  efforts  in  a  fchool-boy,  who  has  no 
aher  alternative  than  to  laugh  or  cry, 
*nd  wifely  prefers  the  former. 


**No/'  faid  mifs  Lucy,   *^  we  will 
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have  no  tragedy  :  give  me  gented  < 
medy^  no  hideous  lowftiifijbut  ftfl 
mental  pathetic  pieces,  like  Falfe  De 
cac7»  or  one  half  of  the  Provdced  Hii 

band/^ 

^^Well,"  added  mifs  Conway,  ^ 
(hould  like  that  of  all  things  s  and 
dare  fay  I  could  a£k  lady  Townly  to  db 
life/' 

^^  I  dare  fay  you  could,'*  cried  h^ 
father. 

*^  And,  perhaps,'*  continued  fli^ 
•'  Mr.  Thomborough  might  then  t^ 
prevailed  on  to  perform,  I  will  not  13^1 

aS  Mr.  Manly,  as  it  fcems  his  natuc^ 

€harafter«*^ 
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**  You  flatter  me  too  much,'*  replied 
^  hero,  ^^  by  the  comparifon ;  yet  I 
^ould  aftually  oblige  you,  could  I  per- 
^e  myfelf  that  lady  Grace  was  not,  at 
'caft  in  high  life,  a  fidtion  of  the  poet's 
'^i  and  that  confequently  I  could 
^hope  to  meet  widi  her." 

The  lady  coloured  extremely  at  this 
^fwcr;  but,  as  (he  had  drawn  it  upoa 
**felf,  no  one  pitied  her. 

'*  Well,"  cried  Mr.  Manningford,  « I 
*^uld  give  the  world  to  fee  mifs  Con* 
^yinladyTownly." 

''  Would  it  be  the  World  Well  Loft, 
^  you  ?"  afked  Mr.  Conway. 

C  3  "  Yes," 
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<<  Tes/'  returned  the  other  with  a 
bow ;  <<  for  it  would  be  All  fi^r  Love." 

This  gallant  compliment  reftored  ths 
fmiles  to  her  countenance;  and  tuna 
ing  to  her  &ther,  *^  I  am  fure,  fir,'*  &m 
ftic,  "  you  will  not  refufe  me  this  trifle 
We  (hall  have  performers  fufficient :  M« 
Manningford^  Mr.  Ruflel^and  Mr.  Ho^ 
ard  hava  promifed  me;  my  brothc 
can  take  one  part^  and  among  his  fiiend 
may  colledt  a  few  more.  And  for  b 
dies^  there  are  Louifa  and  Clementift 
Molefwortb^  and  perhaps  Laura^  if  lb 
has  left  town  by  that  time;  Emily  Lewis 
Harriet  Selwyn,  my  fifter  and  myfelf:  fc 
that  without  Mr.  Thornborough's  aflift 
ance  our  company  will  be  complete 
Perhaps  m\Cs  ¥'vii.^\VL\am  will  join  us." 
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**  1  thank  you,  mifs  Conway,'*  faid 
"^*  Fitzwilliam ;  "  but  Caroline  has  not 
courage  enough  to  enter  the  lifts  with 
10  many  accomplilhed  females/* 

'*  Is  there  not  a  little  farcafm  lurking 
ii  that  fpeech?**  whifpered  Mr.  Trefi- 


**  Hu(h,"  returned  the  other :  "  if  I 
&id  courage  when  I  meant  confidence, 
^  was  a  fortunate  miftake,  and  do  not 
you  ezpofe  me.** 

^*  Perhaps,**  faid  Mrs.  Conway  with 
*fnecr,  "  mifs  Caroline  might  take  the 
cliraaer  of  lady  Grace  to  oblige  Mr. 
Thornborough,  as  he  is  fo  very  appre- 
*^five  of  not  meeting  with  his  equal.** 

;^  C4  "Tl\c 


I 
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**  The  word  aareflTes/'  rctuiGcd^ 
Fltzvvilliam,  pnrp«fely  overlooking  h 
malice,  '*  are  alwaj^s  thrown  into  tfc 
part ;  and  fo  far  it  would  fuit  Carolii 
better  than  any  other," 


I 


"  I  beg  your  pardon,  fir/'  interrupt* 
Mr.  Thornborough,  with  fpirit ;  *^  mi 
Fitzwilliam  is  fo  conftantly  lady  Gra< 
in  all  (he  fays  or  does,  that  fhe  wou 
be  quite  at  home  in  the  charailer  :  h 
as  (he  always  reprefcnts  her  in  priva 
life,  fhe  does  not  require  the  teftimoi 
of  public  applaufe,  to  convince  the  worl 
how  much  fhe  deferves  it," 

*\  I  am  tired  to  death,*'  cried  mi 
Lucy  Conway,  "  of  this  tedious  difTc 

tatioj 
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^3xion.    Pray  let  us  change  the   fub- 
jeft/' 

•^  By  no  means,*'  faid  Mr.  Howard, 
*'  till  we  have  fixed  on  a  play ;  and  let 
^  beg  the  prefent  company,  each  to  re- 
^mmcnd  one,  and  we  will  determine/' 

•*  What  fay  you  to  Macbeth?"  cried 
^.  Fitzwilliam; 

**  Very  apropos,"  returned  Mr.  Tre- 
^ian  :  <^  there  will  be  many  characters 
^crably  murdered,  I  believe." 

^  What  do  you  mean  by  that  infinu- 
^ion,  fir?"  reiterated  Mr.  Howard, 
*i^cely. 

C  5  ''  Why, 
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*'  Why^  though  I  im  «ii  old  nu 
replied  he  archly^  **  and  my  heut 
now  a  callus  grown  on  it,  whidi  ii 
unpenetiable  as  fted  armour  to  all 
darts  of  beauty ;  ye^as  old  Hardy! 
'  I  can  fbrefce'  that  many  gallant  ym 
will  &11  a  (acrifice  to  the  channs  of 
ladies  on  that  £&tal  night ;  even  to  d 
whOy  dancing  round  the  caldron  oa 
plain  of  Forisy  will  conceal  their  bet 
under  the  high  crowned  hat ;  yet  t 
fpells  will  dill  prevail.  But^if  Mad 
does  not  meet  with  your  approbat 
what  think  you  of  the  Rival  Qw 
(bowing  to  the  mifs  Conways)>  who  i 
then  difpute  the  prize  of  our  litde  val 
Alexander's  heart  (turning  to  i 
Manningford),  as  he  has  offered  to  t 
the  charadetV^ 

\ 
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After  various  deliberations,  the  Mourn- 

^  Bride  was  fixed  on;  and  the  two 

young  kdies  undertook,  one  to  rage  in 

Zara,and  the  other  to  weep  in  Almeria. 

The  part  of  Leonora  they  agreed  could 

be  eafily  filled  up.    Mr.  Manningford 

took  Ofmyn ;  and  the  other  gentlemen 

^  exaftly  agreeing  in  their  choice,  it 

^as  refolved  to  determine  fomc  other 

^Die,  when   the  reverend  Mr.  Daven- 

^,  who,  though  he  had  been  attentively 

^ening,  fpoke    not    before,  now  ex- 

^^•aimed,  **  What  an  unhappy  dog  am  I, 

to  be  dius  excluded  from  partaking  in 

youramufement  by  my  profeffionl  What 

^  pity  it  is  I  could  not  thro\v  off  my  fa- 

^W  garb,  and  join  your  theatrical  fqua- 

droa  l*' 

C  6  '^  It 
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<'  It  is  a  pity  indeed/'  returned  oor 
hero  with  a  bowj  <'  and  a  great  mUor- 
tune  to  the  worlds  that  you  cannot** 

Mr.  Daventry^  miftaking  it  for  a  coo- 
plimeht^  thanked  him  for  the  coinddeoct 
of  his  opinion  in  fuch  grateful  tetiDS» 
that  Mr.  Fitzwilliam,  who  alone  knew  hi 
friend's  meaning,  with  great  difficulty 
kept  his  countenance. 

Mr.  Daventry  then  continued  :  **  R* 

though  I  am  debarred  from   exertiif 

my  theatrical  talents,  my  poetical  oafi 

are  unihackled  by  my  profeffion;  and 

I  hope,  ladies,  you  will  not  refuft  toC 

the  honour  of  writing  for  you  prolog** 

and  epilogues,  or  an  occaiional  adcfaepi 

or 


1 
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7erfe8][on  opening  the  theatre  at  Con« 
ay-Houfc,  or  any  little  jeu  d'efprit  in 
^  way.  In  (hort^  I  hope  you  will  com* 
Und'  my  abilities  in  any  way  they  caa 
►efcrviceable  to  you." 

The  young  ladies  faid  he  was  very 
l)||g;ing ;  and  Mrs.  Conway  foon  after 
ifing,  and  leaving  the  room  with  her 
aughters,  the  converfation  took  a  po- 
tical  turn,  and  continued  till  they  were 
•immoned  to  the  drawing-room ;  and 
lierc  fitting  down  to  whift  almoft  im- 
^iately^  nothing  farther  paiTed  worth 
dating. 

When  our  hero  and  his  friend  returned 
0  Mortimer-ftreet,  they  talked Jover  the 
*cnts  of  the  day,  which  had  highly 

amufed 
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amufed  them.  There  are  in  the  wodd 
a  fet  of  beings  extremdf  ^worthy  is 
themfelves^  but  whoj  fiom  a  ri^  diT- 
pofition^  look  with  as  much  difguft  o* 
the  foibles^  as  on  the  vices^  of  mankiod? 
and  as  the  votaries  of  folly  are  alindt 
every  where  to  be  met  with,  they  l|f 
this  means  contraft  an  habitual  fevll^ 
of  manners^  and  a  degree  of  mifanthro* 
py,  which  in  time  grows  into  a  fctdrf 
morofenefs.  But  Mr.  Thomboroo^ 
was  not  of  this  clafs:  though  hin0 
ftridly  moral,  and  wholly  unaffcdcd,  ^ 
had  none  of  that  four  propriety  in  W 
composition :  but  though  he  held  vicci^  ^ 
abhorrence,  and  looked  on  folly  witk 
contempt;  yet  he  could  always  be  amufc« 
with  the  ridiculous,  when  it  fell  ia  b>* 
way,  and  fcrupkd  not  giving  vanity  * 
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^cftarion  a  lalh ;  whilft  he  fcorned 
\  fiJiiling  at  a  perfonal  or  mental  defedl, 
^  at  thofc  abfurdiries  which  arife  from 
^norancc  or  error. 


Mr.  Fitzwilliam  was  delighted  at  the 
tbeiation  a  few  hours  had  made  in  him ; 
mi  from  this  juftly  hoped  his  intended 
lour  would  have  all  the  effedt  he  wifhed, 
lod  reftore  to  him  the  animation  and 
iieerfulQefs  he  once  poflelTed. 


CHAP* 
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CHAP.        III. 

1  HE   next  morning  our  hero  d^' 
voted  to  writing  to  Mr.  LittletODy  andr- 
in  his  letter  defired  him  to  coitie  0vor 
as  foon  as  poifible»  and  take  pofleffion 
of  the  living  which  had  been  long  d^ 
ligned  for  him^  and  was  now  vacant.  He 
alfo  mentioned  a  wifti^  the  compliance  j 
with  which  he  fancied  his  friend  would  J 
not  objedt  to,  that  he  would  endcavoor  '; 
to  prevail  on  mifs  Charlotte  Wilding  ^   ' 
give  him  her  hand  without  delay ;  ^ 
adding  as  a  reafon,  that  it  was  prio^' 
pally  his  refpefi  for  her  which  had  ia-    j 

doccd    j 
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iJCcd  him  to  keep  the  condudt  of  her 
Unily  a  fecret ;  and  that,  if  called  upon 
>  declare  the  caufe  of  his  behaviour, 
5  muft,  in  juftice  to  himfelf,  tell  the 
uth ;  and  in  that  cafe  (hould  be  very 
ippy  to  know  Charlotte's  abfence 
Mild  exempt  her  from  the  contempt 
lich  muft  unavoidably  fall  on  them, 
c  dwelt  very  ilightly  on  the  circum- 
Bces  which  had  happened  at  B         ^ 

iuppofing  (he  had  informed  him; 
It  gently  hinted  his  regret,  that  a 
end  who  had  long  known  him  (hould 

readily  believe  his  charadler  was  to- 
ly  perverted,  and  capable  of  defcend- 
g  to  fo  mean  a  duplicity ;  and  con- 
jded  his  letter  with  mentioning  his 
rn  attachment,  and  his  intended  tour^ 
d  requefting  him  when  he  arrived  to 

6^ 
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go  to  Thornborough  Abbey,  and  re- 
main there  till  the  parfonage-houfe  was 
fitted  up  for  his  reception. 

The  day  but  one  following  being  thtf 
on  which  Mr.  Fitzwilliam  intended  t0 
leave  town,  our  hero  took  leave  of  ^him, 
and  fet  out  early  in  the  morning,  in  his 
phaeton,  on  his  propofed  expedition,  at- 
tended by  one  fervant  on  horfcbacky 
who  now  knew  him  by  the  name  rf 
Thornborough.  The  chariot,  which  was 
only  a  job,  he  had  paid  off,  and  difiniflid 
his  other  fervants. 

As  he  travelled  flowly,  from  a  wiA  of 
viewing  the  country,  he  was  not  mot^ 
than  thirty  miles  from  London  on  the 
north-weft   road,   when    about  twclTC 
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xk  at  noon^  on  the  fecond  day^  he 
took  Mr.  Harrifon  on  horfeback* 
t  gentleman  exprefling  great  delight 
is  unexpeded  meeting,  Mr.  Thorn- 
ugh  aiked  him  to  dine  with  him  at 
ugar  Loaf  at  Dunftable,  which  they 
within  a  diort  diilance  of. 

irrifon  told  him,  having  now  poflef- 
of  his  fortune,  he  was  going  to 
-  to  cut  a  dafii  among  the  girls 
;  but  that  he  had  promifed  firft  to 
i  day  or  two  with  an  old  friend  of 
ame  of  Southill,  in  that  neighbour- 
,  '*  And  let  me  tell  you,'*  added 
if  you  will  go  with  me,  I  will  en* 
ou  a  hearty  welcome ;  for  he  keeps 
houfe,  and  any  friend  of  mine  he 
le  particularly  glad  to  fee/' 

Qur 
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Our  hero  having  before  confeffcd  It 
was  travelling  with  no  expedltioDj  biR 
merely  for  amufement,  confcnted,  oa 
the  other's  repeating  his  entrcaties>toac* 
company  him  immediately :  but  reori^ 
Icding  that,  as  Mr.  Harrifon  only  knfii 
him  by  the  name  of  Godfrey,  a  difco- 
very  of  the  truth  fo  immediately  befi^ 

his  return  to  B ,  would  be  a  m^m 

of  fending  the  ftory  all  over  the  placC|| 
and  certain  that  no  method  could  bin! 
him  to  fecrecy,  he  refolved  he  (hoi 
for  the  prefent  continue  in  his  error, 
lels  any  unavoidable  circumftance  mad 
it  neceflary  to  reveal  iti  and,  to  prcvc* 
a  premature  difclofure,  he  told  his  fd^ 
vant  to  take  the  phaeton  to  the  inn 
Dunftablcj  and  there  wait  his  arrival* 
and  mounting  himfclf  the  man*s  horiic, 

ftrud 
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ck  off  the  high  road  with  Mr.  Har* 
Q  towards  Southill  Grove. 

(ter  riding  five  or  fix  miles  in  a  very 
leaGmt  country,  they  arrived  at  the 
!e,  the  mafter  of  which,  a  plump^ 
i*humoured,  red-faced  old  gentle* 
,  received  Mr.  Harrifon  with  every 
k,  of  affedion^  and  our  hero  with  a 
idly  hofpitality  and  franknefs  of 
ners,  which  always  engages  our 
l-will  at  the  firft  fight. 

iThen  dinner  was  announced,  Mr. 
>mborough  was  introduced  to  a  nu- 
wis  circle,  all  of  whom  were  at  this 
I  inmates  of  the  houfe.  As  it  will  be 
flary  to  fpeak  of  many  of  them  with 
:  degree  of  particularity,  I  will  en- 
-     ^  deavour 
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deavour  to  mark  their  charaftos  in 
few  words  as  poffible. 

Mr.  Southill  was  a  hearty  old  Ei| 

lUh  fquire^  a  race  of  beings  now  almoi 

extinfts  but  he  retained  more  d  A 

original  charader  than  is  ufuailj  nc 

with.    Hofpicable  to  a  degree,  he  wt 

never  happy  but  with  a  houfe  foil  (^ 

company;  and^  though  he  hadaverylaiff 

family,  lived  to '  the  utmoft  extent  of* 

genteel  fortune,  without  ever  conficte^ 

ing  what  provifion  ought  to  be  ntfd^ 

for  them.     He  had  a  good  underftand* 

ing,  but  unpoliflied  manners. 

Mrs.  Southill  was  in  every  refpcft  ^ 
reverfe  of  her  hufband,  but  having  ^ 
kind  of   afccndancy    over  him,  ^; 

\ 
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to  yield  in  every  point ;  and 

thus  continually  fretting  at  expences, 

which  flie  knew  not  how  to  leflen,  flic 

was  worn  almoft  to  the  fize  of  a  thread* 

pper;  and  her   pale  thin    face  often 

ffladc  a  droll  contraft  to  his  jolly  red 

One.    Naturally  economical^  this  pro- 

pcnfity  was  increafed  by  having  been 

bred   up   among    faftiionable    people^ 

.  l)yalharp  mother  on  a  very  fmall  in- 

.  cwne,  with  fome  appearance  of  gentility. 

Thus  her  ideas  were  as  refined  as  his 

Were  boifterous ;  but  her  underftanding 

»nd  judgment  were  both   weak ;   and 

fince(he  found  it  was  impoflibleto  make 

her  bufband  retrench  his  expences,  her 

only  view   now  was  to  marry  off  her 

girls  as  flie  had  been  married  herfelf, 

(hat  is  to  a  good  fortune  without  any 

olVver 
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Other  connderation  :  and  as  (he  was  con- 
vinced Mr.  Southill  would  never  live 
without  company,  (he  contrived  often 
to  invite  young  men^  whom  (he  thought 
moft  likely  to  take  off  fome  of  her  in- 
cumbrances.   Mr.  Harrifon  (he  had  for 
fome  time  had  her  eye  on  for  Sufan,  the 
third  daughter  :  and  there  was  a  gentlev 
man  at  this  time  in  the  houfe  of  the  name 
of  Raymond,   who,  though  twentj'-fi^'C 
years  her  fenior,  (he  fancied  would  be  i 
very  good  match  for  Harriet,  the  iV 
coad,  then  about  nineteen.    The  eldA 
as  we  fliall  foon  fee,  was,  in  her  opinion 
at  Icaft,  amply  provided  for.     Thfl« 
three  daughters  ftill  younger;  one 
•^cm  ^own  up,  the  others  g^ 
id  four  (bns  at  this  time  abfeoti 
chool  or  college. 
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it  young  ladies  were  all  handfome^ 
ud  received  what  is  called  polite 
itions ;  but^  fome  inheriting  the  fa- 

and  fome  the  mother's  difpofition^ 
bme  having  a  mixture  of  both^ 
was  a  great  variety  in  this  family, 
et  and  Mary-Anne  taking  after 
father,  all  the  elegance  and  deco* 
praiftifed  in  thofe  polite  feminaries 
male  indrudion,  had  not  been  able 
nqucr  their  propenfity  for  mirdi, 
their  love  for  what  is  vulgarly 
I  fun  :  and  thefe  two  placing  them- 
.  at  dinner  on  each  fide  of   our 

foon  loft  the  reftraint  which  a  firft 
lintance  generally  gives  to  young 
*n,  and  prefently  convinced  him  of 

real  difpofition,  by  loud  burfts  of 
Iter  without  any  wit.  The  firft  jeft 
)L.  III.  D  they 
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iUcy  aftually  praftifcd,  was  feftening  lis 
coat  to  the  worked*muflin  gown  af  i 
young  lady,  who  lat  next  Mary- Anne  J 
but^  cm  her  finding  ibmc  precencc  ix 
removing  foon  aftdr  dinner^  our  km 
drew  his  chair  nearer  to  hert  as  bff 
countenance  promifed  more  intelligpM* 
and  more  real  refinement  than  any  of 
the  reft  of  the  party ;  and  Mary-Ano^ 
took  this  opportunity  of  effd3l;iog  1)^ 
defign.  ■ 

The  confequences  were  as  might  be 
expeded.  Our  hero  riiing  in  a  hurry* 
at  an  exclamation  of  Harriet's,  who  h^ 
alfo  left  her  feat,  tore  acrofs  a  whd* 
breadth  of  mifs  Deloraine's  gown,  in  foch 
a  manner  as  to  fpoil  it  entirely.  Th^  ! 
poor  girl,  who  was  not  more  thani** 

ticn,  j 
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teeB»  and  in  afituation  of  life  that  could 
iU  afford  to  replace  this  misfortune^ 
l^urft  into  tears ;  but  fmiling  at  the  fame 
tjme^  and  begging  Mr.  Thornborough 
not  to  be  diflxefled^  as  it  was  but  a  trifle, 
kft  the  room  haftily,  and  went  up 
fcurs. 

When  the  confufion  this  accident  bad 
occaiioned  was  a  little  abated^  our  hero 
fcund  the  fragment  of  muflin  was  faf- 
^wd  to  his  Cc  :  with  a  pin  j  and  in- 
flandy  guefling  the  whole,  conceived  a 
violent  diflike  againfl:  the  perpetrators 
rffo  cruel  a  jeft,  and  determined  to  re- 
place it  as  foon  as  poffible  to  the  fair 
fiifferer. 

During  die  time  of  dinner,  all  the 
D  2  leifure 
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leifure  his  pretty  tormentors  would  al- 
low, Mr,  Thornborough  devoted  to  ob* 
ferving  the  countenances,  and  develop* 
ing  the  charafters^  of  all  around  him* 
Harrifon  was  feated  next  to  mifs  SuTan; 
and  it  would  be  difficult  to  fay  which  of 
the  two  appeared  the  befl;  pleafed  witb 
their  fituation :  nor  was  this  fatisfaftion 
loft  upon  Mrs.  Southill ;  (he  fent  many 
^'  a  fide- long  glance"  to  that  part  of  the 
table,  which  always  brought  back  com- 
fortable  intelligence  to    her    mtitcitiaX 
feelings.     Indeed  there  was  fomcthiug 
in  this  young  lady  more  congenial  to 
the  fentiments  of  our  hero,  than  any  oth^^ 
of  the  Southill  family.     Lively,  but  not 
rude;  poliffied,   but  not  afTedcd;  her 
behaviour  and  converfation  feemed  t^ 
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pring  from  an  ingenuous  mind^  uncor- 
fuptcd  by  art,  and  gentle  by  nature. 

Mr.  Southill,  with  a  loud  laugh,  of- 
%a  rallied  his  daughters  upon  knowing 
l»ow  to  feat  themfelves  by  the  young 
cllows;  and  cautioned  the  gentlemen 
0  take  care  of  their  hearts,  or  elfe  the 
prls  would  get  at  them.  Several  fpeech- 
» of  this  kind,  and  fome  *1ftill  coarfer, 
Mjy  excited  ha !  ha's  !  from  all  but  the 
Mcft  and  mifs  Sufan  :  but  the  diffc- 
^ce  was  this  ;  the  former  looked  an- 
TJi  and  the  latter  diftreft.  Yet  this 
apparent  fatisfaAion  was  not  general ; 
tfrs.  Southill,  who  knew  our  hero  could 
ot  marry  more  than  one  of  her  daugh- 
?fs,  was  vexed  that  Harriet  had  left 
tr  old  admirer,  Mr,  Raymond. 

D  3  This 
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This  gentleman  was  a  widower ;  the 
early  part  of  his  life  had  been  devotedco 
trade ;  bur  having  by  a  lucky  ftrokc  fc- 
cured  a  handfome  independence,  and 
his  health  being  unequal  to  any  exer- 
tions,  he  forfook  the  meafure  for  the 
ciiill,  and  now  devoted  his  leifure  hours 
to  the  Mufes :  but  a  naturally  gloom/ 
cifpofiiion,  heightened  by  illrefs,  ren- 
clv^ieJ  his  pieces  as  heavy  from  the  fob* 
;-:5is,  which   were  always  complaints,  ^ 
ihey  were  infipid  from  his  want  of  C^* 
pacity  to  write  better.     Dull  poems  ^^ 
long  lines,  defcanting  on  the  diflipati^* 
of  the  age,  and  arraigning  its  foUi^- 
were  his  ufual  compofitions  ;  which  n^ 
body  read,  even  once, but  thofe  who  h^ 
fome  knowledge  of  the  author,  from  c^- 
riofity ;  and  they  never  had  or  deferv^ 
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d  perufal.  His  converfation 
ne  fame  (lyle :  the  weather  was 
bad,  provifions  fo  dear,  or  the 
he  kingdom  fo  terrifying,  as  at 
"ent  period ;  and  the  taxes  fo 
IS,  that  they  confidcrably  de» 
the  property  of  the  individual^ 
ened  not  the  national  debt, 
r'ere  his  common  fubjedls  ;  and 
lion  delivered  in  a  tone  fo  fo- 
fretful,  and  fo  wearifome,  that 
.ttle  to  be  wondered  at  that  the 
-loving  Harriet  preferred  tlie 
sr  converfation  of  our  hero;  who, 
lot  entirely  fenfible  of  the  caufe, 
ch  amufed  by  the  pains  the  old 
k  to  keep  the  poet  in  good  hui- 
►y  foothing  and  flattery. 

D  4  When 
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When  mifs  Deloraine  left  the  tabic  in 
confequence  of  the  misfortune  which  had 
happened  to  her  gown,  Mr.  Thornbo- 
rough,  though  innocent  in  faft,  lamented 
the  accident  in  fuch  ftrong  terms,  that 
an  elderly  lady  who  fat  oppofite  to  him 
begged  he  would  not  mention  it,  as  it 
was  not  wonh  a  thought. 


-to* 


''  The  gill/' added  flie,  ^'is  n't  nobody 
of  rank  or  fortune,  only  a  little  foterjaj  of 
minc^  that  I  took  for  a  companion  out  of 
compafiion.  Herfather  wasacaptainindjc 
navy,  and  when  he  was  dead,  all  was 
gone  with  him;  and  fo  Kitty  mufthavc 
gone  to  fcrvice,  but  for  my  goodnefs  to 
her ;  and  captain  Dcloraine's  wife  was 
only  my  hufband's  firft  coufin  :  fo  yo« 
fee,  fir,  I  was  not  obliged  to  keep  bcr 
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ill;  only  I  thought  'twould  be  a  great 
;e  of  charity,  and  might  fave  her 
Q  filing  into  wicked  ways,  and  the 


-  Has  the  captain  been  dead  long  ?'' 
:d  our  hero. 

'Oh  no,  only  feven  months;  and 
came  to  me  from  Camden-Houfe, 
le  (he  was  edecated  like  the  firft  lady 
the  land,  I  warrant  you.  But  ma- 
t's pride  is  come  down  a  little  fince^ 
ink  s  for  I  make  her  do  all  my  nee- 
vork,  and  keep  my  accounts,  and 
that  fort  of  thing  :  fo  (he  faves  me  a 
ant." 


'  Aye,  and  'tis  fit  (he  (hould,"  cried 
D  5  Mrs. 
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Mrs.  Southill;  ^iuch  a  good  relatioiias 
you  are  indeed  to  keep  her  from  fianr- 
ing,  or  worfe  perhaps/' 

«'  But  what  do  you  think/*  continual 
Mrs.  Medway,  addrefling  our  heroi  '<of 
her  airs  the  other  day?  Trulyj^^mifr 
^  wanted  to  wear  her  mourning  a  twelve* 
months  becaufe  (he  loved  her  father  fo 
well :  (he  faid  ^twas  n't  refpedtfiil  to  put 
on  colours  fofoon.  Why,  youold-fe- 
(hioned  thing  !  fays  I^  nobody  does  thtf 
now  :  befides,  her  black  gown  was  worn 
out ;  and  9  as  I  was  at  all  the  expence;  1 
did  not  choofe  to  give  her  another." 

This  curious  harangue  fully  imprcSci 
upon  the  mind  of  our  hero  the  cbarac* 
[  ters  of  this  charitable  lady,  and  her  li^*    1 
n  tic   • 
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I  protegee;  and  he  determined  to  Iliew 
fi  latter  every  refpedt  in  his  power,  and, 
'  poffible,  refcue  her  from  her  illiberal- 
oinded  relation,  by  forming  fome  plaa 
br  her  future  fubfiftence. 

Mifs  Southill  now  excited  his  atten^- 
tion,  by  raifing  her  voice  above  its  ufual 
P'teh,  and  fpeaking  with  great  vehe- 
mence upon  fome  fubjeft  that  was  ftart- 
^  :  it  inftantly  ftruck  him,  that  it  wa& 
^t  unknown  to  him;  and,  in  endeavour- 
^8  to  recoUedt  where  he  had  before 
^ti  her,  he  fixed  his  eyes  on  her  face 
ith  fo  much  earneflnefs,'  that  (lie  ac- 
^^lly  blu(hed;.an  event  not  common^ 

Her  really  beautiful  face  and  fine  per- 

fcawere  obfcured  by  tlie  infolence  and 

D  6  ilL-humouc 
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ill -humour  vifible  in  every  feature.  She 
partook  more  of  her  mother  thin  her 
&ther ;  but^  though  accomplUhed  and 
polithed,  her  fenfe  was  fuperficial,  and 
ihe  had  a  larger  (hare  of  cunning  than 
underftanding ;  her  memory  was  goodi 
but  her  judgment  weak.  Cold,  indo- 
lent, and  unfeeling,  (he  had  yet  the  art 
to  affume  what  charafter  (hepleafcd; 
and  under  the  appearance  of  candour, 
generolity,  and  benevolence,  had  gained 
the  afFcftions  of  a  young  man  of  birth 
and  fortune,  in  whom  thefe  qualities 
were  genuine;  and  who,  though  p^^*" 
feffing  himfelf  a  large  ftiare  of  prid^» 
miftook  her  infolence  for  high  fpirit,  ^ 
her  caprice  for  vivacity. 

Our  hero's   endeavours  to  recoU^^^ 
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her  were  vain ;  and,  when  the  ladies  re« 
dred  to  the  drawing-room,  he  was  as  far 
as  ever  from  the  truth.  But  a  circum« 
fiance  foon  after  occurred  that  gave 
him^a  fufpicion,  which  a  few  hours  en*- 
cirely  confirmed. 


C  H  AP. 
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CHAP.      IV, 


Most    of   tte    gentlemen    prefctf 
being   accuftomed   to   harder  drinkiftS 
than  our  hero^  he  contrived  to  cfape 
fjom  thence,  and  went  acrofs  the  m 
to  feek  the  ladies  ;  but  not  ftading  i\i^ 
in    the  drawing-roonij    and  feeing  tb* 
door  of  an  apartment  open,  which  ip* 
peared  to  be  a  library,  he  entered,  ^ 
amufed  himfeif  for  fome  time  with  ioo^- 
ing  over  the  books,  in  hopes  of  finding 
fomething  new.     The  colledlion  was  not 
a  very  large  one,  and  confided  of  fudv 
as  are  ufually  found  in  every  family  i 
aad  finding  nothing  among  them  which 

parti* 


A        »   O  V  S   L«  C^ 

lUrly  engaged  has  attention,  was 
to  give  up  the  purfuit,  when  his 
^ere  fuddenly  attra&ed  by  Rouf- 
Bloife,  in  exa&ly  the  fame  bind* 

B  the  odd   volume   he    had  fo 

# 

dy  become  poiTefled  of;  and  at  the 
ime  he  obferved  that  very  volume 
iffing  from  this  fet  f  and,  on  the 
ainute  examination,  he  could  di£^ 
no  difference,  and  was  convinced 
Dnged  to  them.  This  convidtioft 
)llowed  by  another:  on  opening, 
ank  leaf  in  the  firft  volume,  Ife 
ie  name  of  Arabella  Southill;  and 
ow  no  longer  at  a  Ibfs  to  guefs 
he  had  hrfard  her  voice. 

oniftied  at  this  difcovery,  he  was 
ne  time  undetermined  how  to  aft : 

bis 
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his  prefeot  name  of  Godfrey  fecured  him 
from  her  fufpicion;  and  at  length  be 
refolved  to  watch  her  narrowly,  and  ob- 
ferve  if  any  circumilance  confirmed  thb 
idea;  but,  at  all  events,  to  find  an  op- 
portunity of  fpeakmg  to  her  before  he 
left  Southill  Grove;  enquire  if  (hekiie^ 
Mr.  Tbomborough  of  Berldhire;  and 
proceed,  as  her  anfwer  gave  him  reafon 
or  not  to  believe  (he  was  the  fame  lady 

he  had  met  with  at  Highford  Mill. 

■ 

He  hadfcarcely  formed  thisrefolu- 
tion,  before  he  was  interrupted  by  ^ 
entrance  of  mifs  Deloraine,  who  came 
in  to  replace  a  work-bag  (he  had  takca 
from  the  table.  She  ftarted  at  feeing 
him;  but,  advancing  to  meet  her,  be 
took  her  hand,  and  leading  her  to  the 

wifldo^> 
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indow,  again  apologized  for  his  ank- 
'ardncfs :  and  then,  hefitating,  begged 
)  know  how  long  flie  was  to  remain  at 
iouthill  Grove. 

**My  (lay  here,  fir,"  returned  (he, 
'depends  wholly  upon  Mrs.  Medway, 
am,  at  prefent,  under  her  proteftion  : 
rfccd,  I  (hould  be  ungrateful,  did  I  not 
^owledge  I  owe  to  her  my  fnpport." 
he  coloured,  as  (he  fpoke  this ;  and 
ttc  was  an  expreffion  in  her  counte- 
«»ce  which  betrayed  the  innate  fenfa- 
^  Ihe  experienced. 

•*  Forgive  me,  mifs  Deloraine,  if  I 
^cw  the  grief  you  have  fo  lately  felt, 
f  enquiring  if  you  have  no  relations 
ewer  than  Mrs.  Medway,  who  might 

be 


I 


bred  } 
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be  equally,  or  perhaps  better  catcukreJ 
to  foothe  your  afBtftionSy  and  ooDtnbitt 
to  your  happinefs.'*  ' 

•'  I  havc,*^  returned  (he,  wkh  afig^ 
**  but  one  relation  in  the  world.  befide» 
the  lady  in  queftion  ;  and  to  him  I  tm 
wholly  a  ftranger :  Qor  does  he,  I  dM 
believe,  know  fuch  a  perfon  eziib  tf 
myfeU:  My  father's  half  fifter,  her  naiae 
Melbourne,  married  a  Mr.  Thombo^ 
rough  of  BerkQiire;  but  dying  ia  * 
very  few  years^  and  my  £ither  htfiflS 
been  (lationed  abroad  during  that  tin^ 
no  connedion  was  ever  kept  up  between 
the  &milies.  My  aunt  left  two  childiCA- 
the  elder  I  have  heard  died  abioid^ 
and  the  younger,  who  fucceeded  to  ^ 
ftOate,  is,  I  am  told^  a  flxange  beio^ 

wboUr  ^ 
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oily  devoted  to  ftudy,  and  an  abfo- 
e  hermit.  But,  were  he  an  angel, 
a  know,  fir,  his  youth,  as  well  as 
r  own,  preclude  every  idea  of  my  re- 
iving pecuniary  affiftance  from  him, 
irs.  Medway  is,  in  fad,  a  worthy 
xnan ;  though  (he  has  not  that  deli- 
icy  of  fentiment  which  is  fo  eiTential 
►  foothe  a  mind  weakened  by  diftrefs 
ad  difappointment :  yet  in  faft  I  am 
K,  as  you  appear  to  fuggeft,  unhappy  ;. 
wrefore,  I  beg  you  will  not  give  way 
)  this  idea/' 

She  concluded  her  fpeech  with  fome* 
lag  like  haughtinefs  and  referve  ;  for 
had  juft  ftryck  her,  that  (he  was  guilty 
an  impropriety  in  thus  telling  her 
lory  to  a  ftranger ;  and  that  ftranger 

young 
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young  and  handfome^  and  appearing  to 
take  an  intereft  in  her  affairs  that  alarmed 
her :  but  her  heart  had  been  fo  foftened 
by  his  tendernefs,   which  immediately 
followed  a  very  fevere  lefturc  from  Mrs- 
Medway  on  her  careleflhefs  and  eztn- 
vagance  (which  her  apprehenfionsof  bid 
caufed  her  firft  agitation  when  this  acci- 
dent happened),  that  (he  knew  not  ho«r 
to  avoid  giving  him  all  the  informatioa 
he  afked. 

Mr.  Thornborough  was  extremely  i^ 

lighted  at  this  unexpefted  difcover>';  an^ 

fimcying  he  might  truft  her  with  a  ft* 

cret,  which,  for  various  reafons,  itwoul^ 

now  be  particularly  improper  to  ta^^ 

generally  known,   he    again    took  i^^ 

rcludlant  hand,  and  begging  her  to  lift^ 

io 
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to  him  for  a  few  minutes,  faid — "  Be- 
hold in  me,  my  hir  coufin,  that  eccentric 
hong  you  have  been  taught  to  defpife ; 
hutj  believe  me,  you  have  miftaken  my 
durafter.     I  was  once  what   you  de- 
fcribed,   but  am  now  altered,    and,  I 
lu)pe,  not  infenfible  either  to  the  claims 
of  relationlhip,  or  the  more  general,  but 
fcarcely  lefs  binding  ties,  by  which  all 
maDkind  are  allied ;  and  by  which  the 
^fortunate   have  an  undoubted  right 
to  (hare  the  affluence  of  thofe  whom 
Heaven  has  bleft  with  its  bounty,  and 
who  are  therefore  doubly  bound  to  prove 
their  gratitude  by  their  juftice ;  for  be- 
nevolence is  often  too  ftrong  an  expref- 
fion  for  what  is  merely  our  duty." 

Aftonilhment  and  pleafure  denying 

the 
I 
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the  poor  girl  the  powers  of  mcraucei  j 
he  contiaued ; 

*^  I  fee  your  amazeraeot*  and  till] 
haftea  to  clear  up  what  muft  appeal  la 
inexplicable  myftery.  My  name  is  fl* 
Godfrey,  but  Thornborough ;  thcfof* 
mer  affumed  for  a  purpofc  I  may  hoc- 
after  explain :  but  I  muft  cntreatj  fof 
reafons  of  the  utnioil  confequence,  tli^t 
you  do  not  at  prefent  mention  my  real 
name  to  any  of  this  family^  not  except* 
ing  Mrs.  Med  way.  My  long  abfence 
in  childhood  from  my  own  family,  auJ 
my  mother's  early  death,  prevented  mf 
ever  hearing  enough  of  your  fath^i 
the  captain,  to  recoiled  the  name,  when 
Mrs.  Medway  mentioned  it ;  and  you 
faid  truly,  I  knew  not  I  had  fuch  a  re- 

Utioa 


A      y  O  V  £  L.  ^t 

lation  as  yourfelf  in  the  world.  Whilft 
rou  were  fpeaking,  it  ftruck  me  that 
ay  uncle,  Mr.  Trevors,  ufed  fomc- 
imcs,  when  I  was  a  child,  to  teafc  me 
Jy  laying,  he  would  fend  me  to  fea 
wth  my  uncle  Deloraine ;  but  his  long 
iWcnce,  and  the  retired  way  in  which  I 
pent  fo  many  years,  not  only  prevented 
>ur  meeting,  but  made  me  forget  even 
us  exiflence.  Did  he  die  in  Eng- 
and  ?" 

*'  No,  fir,"  returned  mifs  Deloraine, 
'  he  married  in  America,  and  there  re- 
fisuned  from  the  time  of  his  being  on 
^  pay*  On  my  mother's  death  I  was 
^t  to  England  for  education,  and  (laid 
^  Camden-Houfe  till  my  father  died ; 
md  his  fortune  not  turning  out  as  it  had 

been 
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been  expefted,  Mrs.  Medway,  with  whom 
I  ufed  to  pafs  the  holidays,  took  mchomc, 
and  I  have  ever  fince  lived  with  her/' 

*^  My  age  and  unconnefted  ftatc," 
returned  our  hero,  "make  it  im'poffi- 
ble  for  me  to  offer  you  an  afyltu" 
till  I  am  married;  but  I  dare  venture 
to  hope  it  will  not  be  very  long  before 
I  am;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  I  ^'^ 
render  you  independent.  My  mothers 
fortune,  which  was  three  thoufaod 
pounds,  fhall  be  fettled  on  you.  The 
eftates  I  inherit  from  my  father,  and  my 
uncle  Trevors,  are  fo  confiderable,  that 
1  could  not  mifs  this  trifle :  and  I  ^ 
fure,  were  my  mother  now  alive,  the 
would,  at  my  requeft,  leave  that  to  her 
niece,  which  her  fon  has  no  ufc  for* 

Therefore 
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.crefore  confider  it  not^  I  befeech 
I9  as  an  obligation ;  it  is  merely  a 
ty." 

Mifs  Deloraine  was  fo  loft  in  grateful 
oniQimenty  that  for  a  moment  (be  ap« 
tttd  almoll  infenfible:  but^  burfling 
^  tcars^  (he  recovered  her  fpeech^  and 
rowing  herfelf  involuntarily  at  his  feet, 
empted  to  exprefs  her  feelings:  but 
GQg  her,  he  entreated  (he  would,  if  ^ 
Gble,  command  herfelf;  asj  if  any  of 
family  interrupted  them,  it  would  be 
%flary  to  explain  the  caufe  of  this 
larent  dilb-efs,  and  this  explanation 
iild  bring  on  a  difcovery  he  mufl  at 
I  time  avoid.  He  then  again  entreat- 
hcr  not  to  give  any  pcrfon  reafon  to 
pofe  (he  knew  him  :  and  having 
^OL.  III.  E  faidifuliy 
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faithfully  promifed  fecrecy,  but  io  t 
voice  almpft  inarticulate,  (he  hurried  up 
ftairs,  and  left  him  delighted  at  hariflg 
now  fo  fair  a  plea  for  releafing  a  lovdy 
and  amiable  young  womaa  frodi  To 
cruel  a  date  o£  dependance. 

He  remained  in  the  library,  abforbcd 
in  refledion,  till  mifs  Har^ie^  SouthiU 
entered^  and,  faying  (he  had  loft  hiiDi 
defired  he  would  join  the  company  ^ 
the  drawing-room,  whither  he  inftantlf 
attended  her ;  after  informing  her  1^ 
had  only  left  it  in  confequence  of  to 
being  empty,  at  the  time  he  quitted  A^ 
dining-parlour. 


CHAP- 


K  O  V    fi    L. 


75 


CHAP.      V. 

During  the   time  of  our  hero's 
f  tttc-i-tfitc   with  mifs  Deloraine,  Har- 
riet and  Mary- Anne  had  been  laying  a 
plan  to  divert  themfelves  at  his  expence; 
^  which,  as  foon  as  the  gentlemen  broke 
^p,  they  folicited  their  father's   aflift- 
'ncc;  who,  loving  nothing  fo  well  as 
*  jcft,  readily  promifed  all  they  afked ; 
*nd  calling  the  chamber-maid,  gave  or- 
ders accordingl)^  with  a  ftrift  charge 
'Hyt  to  mention  them  to  any  of  the  fa- 
mily. 


Ea 


The 
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The  houfe],was  a  very  large  and  old- 
hUtnoned  maniion  :  the  front  had  beea 
modernized  in  the  time  of  Mr.  Soinbill's 
&ther ;  but  all  the  back  part  was  ruio^ 
ous^  and  almoft  felling  to  decay.  At  the 
end  of  a  long  gallery  on  the  fouth  fide 
was  a  large  room,  now  ufed  as  a  Uoft- 
dry ;  and,  only  divided  from  it  by  a  lum- 
ber-clofet,  was  a  bed-chamber  feldtna 
occupied,  except,  when  the  houfc  wa5 
full  of  company,  by  fervants  belongiflg 
to  the  guefts.     It  was,  however,  ftiM  * 
decent  apartment,  and  had  been  in  fof" 
mer  days  a  very  handfomc  one.    It  "^ 
hung  with  tapeftry,    which,    in  (o^^ 
places,  proved  its  antiquity  by  hzJ^" 
ing  in  utters;   and  was  in   others  fi^ 
moth-eaten,  that  the  figures  were  t^^ 
always  cjiftinguifhable.     The  chiin^^ 
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Urge  and  high,  and  without  any 
e;  and  broken  fragments  of  carved 
res,  once  reprefenting  fome  of  the 
hen  deities,  fupported  the  fides,  and 
:inued  from  the  mantle- piece  to  the 
ng.    The  bed,  new  when  Queen 
abeth  reigned,  was  of  purple  da- 
c,  the  colour  in  many  places  much 
iged,  and  the  ornaments  broken  : 
as  made  in  the  fafhion  of  the  times  $ 
the  other  furniture  in  the  room  cor- 
onded,  for  it  had  not  been  changed 
many  years.     Cane  chairs  with  high 
it  backs,  and  every  thing   fimilar, 
c  the  whole  fuch  a  gloomy  appear- 
c  (which  a  large  cafement  bow  win- 
fj  againft  which  the  wind  often  blew 
1  violence,  from   its  expofed  fitua- 
i,  very  much  added  to),  that  only 
E  3  thofe. 
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thofe^  whofe  minds  wem  wholly  fupei 
to  every  kind  of  fear,  could  cntei 
without  feeling  an  impreflion  of  a* 
which,  if  not  terror,  is  at  leafl 
fenfation  of  a  very  (imilar  kind. 

It  was  in  this  apartment  the  t 
young  ladies  I  luve  mentioned  i 
figned  to  (hew  their  talents,  by  • 
tempting  to  frighten  our  hero:  t 
room  was  admirably  calculated  for  th' 
purpofe ;  and  they  had,  for  this  K 
fon,  defired  their  father  that  it  mig 
be  prepared  for  him,  inftead  of  ^ 
chamber  Mrs.  Southill  had  ordcre 
The  maid,  though  furprifed  at  d 
change,  yet  followed  the  dircilio^ 
given,  without  telling  any  of  her  ft 
low-fcrvants ;    and    foon    made  it  ^ 
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^^ttifonabfc  as  poffible,  by  laying  dowh 
^^^Sf  and  concealing  as  well  as  (he 
'^Jwikl    «  the  chinks  which  time  had 
aide/' 

When  Harriet  had  gained  her  point, 
•    fte  came  in  fearch  of  Mr.  Thornbo- 
*ough ;  and  finding  him  in  the  library, 
'•shas  been  already  related,  they  went 
to  join  the  reft  of  the  company.     After 
^ca  a  dance  was  propofed,  and  agreed  to. 
Our  hero,  though  he  wifhed  to  alk  mifs 
I^loraine,    yet    finding    they   were  -to 
^inge  partners  every  two  dances,  made 
'  &crifice  to  propriety,   and  requefted 
toifs  Southiirs  hand  for  the  firft  two 
^nces ;  and  then  engaged  his  faircoufin, 
to  the  regret  and  difappointment  of  Har- 
riet and  Mary-Arne,    who   hoped  to 
E4  ftvw^ 
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Ihare  him  among  tbemfelves,  and  woe 
not  a  little  difconcerted  at  his  fecood 
choice.  Mifs  Southill  n<^  choofingto 
dance  any  more^  at  the  end  of  the  fiwth 
he  afked  one  of  the  younger  girls,  and 
to  her  and  mifs  Deloraine  devoted  tbe 
reft  of  the  evening.  As  fome  of  the  odier 
ladies  had  fo  evidently  fought  his  flo* 
tice^  he  feared  any  particular  attcotioa 
to  them  might  be  mifconftrucd,  aad 
therefore  purpofely  avoided  it. 

But,  not  eafily  rcpulfed^  at  fuppcfi^ 
which  they  fat  down  about  half  paftttn> 
they  renewed  their  attacks;  and  he  ^* 
fwered  them  with  fo  much  plea&ntvi^* 
city,  that  infenfibly  they  forgot  their  caul^ 
of  anger,  and  rejoiced  in  the  idearf*^  , 
plan  they  had  formed,  and  which  th«f  j 
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"®pcd  z^  few  hours  would  now  enable 
Acm  to  execute. 

When  the  cloth  was  removed,  a  loud 
^ging  at  the  gate  furprifed  them  all  i 
^  in  a  moment  a  young  man  entered 
^  his  hair  difordered,  and  every  mark 
of  agitation  in  his  countenance.  After 
^clefsly  bowing  to  the  company,  and 
'flying  to  Mr.  Southill'is  jocular  ad- 
^8,  and  Mrs.  Southill's  more  ftudied 
^preffions  of  joy,  with  equal  indiffe- 
^ce,  he  went  up  to  Arabella,  and 
%bg  fomething  in  a  low  voice,  the 
glow  on  her  cheeks,  which  at  his  firfl: 
^tr^ce  had  evidently  proved  her  con- 
fcfion,  now  increafed  fo  much  as  to  be 
Tifible  to  the  whole  company.  She  an>- 
frercd  him  m  a  few  words,  in  the  fame 


^!^..ev,as  weaned.  «v 

vent  any  «^°' 

of  this  ftf»«*« 


{ 
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ide  party,  and  to  imprefs  tfaem  with 
Bferent  but  impkalkat  (enfations.  Ara- 
Ha  was  agitated,  bar  father  amazed, 
d  Mrs.  Soochill  coi^ounded.  Mifs 
dcnaine  was  filent  from  natund  timi- 
tf  I  and  Mrs.  Mcdway  from  not  kno^^* 
i  what  to  fay.  Mr.  Raymond  was  fo 
Qcb  difmay<%9  that,  had  he  followed 
c  didates  of  his  heart,  he  would  not 
ve  fpoken  a  word :  but  his  pride  con- 
idiag  with  this  awe,  foon  conquered 
;  and  he  forced  himfelf  to  talk,  left  he 
>ukl  tacitly  acknowledge  his  own  in« 
iority.  But  Harrifbn^s  wonder  could 
t  fubdue  the  ftrong  impulfe  he  always 
t  to  join  in  converfation,  whatever 
n  it  took,  and  whether  he  was  con- 
ned in  the  fubjed  or  not.  Mr. 
iomborough  was  the  only  perfbn  in 
£  6  company 
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company  who  felt  neither  curiofiiy  a* 
awe:  from  the  former  his  difpfinoft 
was  whoUy  exempt;  and  the  laticr  bt 
was  prevented  from  feeling  by  aniaflaff 
confcioufnefs  of  his  own  fituatran  in  ih 
a  real  dignity  of  charafter,  and  fknmtk 
of  mind  :  and,  though  wholly  free  isoa 
vanity,  he  could  not  acknowledge  anf 
gentleman  enough  his  fuperior,  to  nn* 
prefs  him  with  apprehenfion,  or  take 
from  that  eafe  and  vivacity  which  ever 
diftinguiOied  his  cony erfat  ion  :  yet  ^ 
this  time*  having  nothing  to  call  him 
forth,  he  felt  no  inchnation  to  fpeatj 
but  amufed  himfelf  with  the  fcene  be- 
fore him,  and  the  variet)^  of  chank^f^* 
which  were  at  once  prefented  to  his  vie** 
Mr,  Harrjfon  at  laft  broke  the  gtntd 
filence  by  addrefling  the  ftranger  witbi 


A        H  O  V    E    L.  g^ 

•*Pray,  fir,  hew  did  yon  find  the 
•ds?" 

The  other  raifed  his  eyes,  and  look- 
gat  him  a  moment,  replied-—*'  Much 
c  fame  as  ufual,  fir»" 

Not  in  the  leaft  daunted  by  this  Ia»- 
ttc  anfwer,  Harrifon  went  on*— — 
Did  you  come  from  London,  fir  ?** 

•*  No,  fir/^ 

**  From  the  Ncith,  perhaps  ?**" 


The  other  looked  at  him  with  much 
fprife,  made  no  reply  at  all,  but  be.- 
n  playing  with  a  corkfcrew,  and  feemed 
(Uoately  bent  upon  anfwering  no  more 

impertinent 
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Jmptetiiieai  qwifKom,  .Mr*  iteitfoB 
then^  in  a  whifper^  aiked  mifi  &iii' 
who  this  great  gentleman  was. 

*<  It  is/*  repEed  ifae>  jnft  loud  tmngl 
fer  our  hero  to  hear»  ^  Mr.  WentwoiA  , 
Conway»   eldeft  fon  of  Mr.  Connfr  ! 

member  for .  Hepaysfaisaddiefii 

-to  Arabella :  but  what  k  the  matw 
with  him  now  I  am  fare  I  cannot  tetl> 
for  I  never  {aw  him  fo  odd  before.'* 


Mr,  Thomborough  was  furprifed  «t 
this  intelligence.  He  had  often  betfd 
young  Conway  mentioned  in  very  higl^ 
terms^  though  Re  had  never  feen  bio  r 
and  knew  not  how  to  account  for  to 
prefent  mode  of  behaviour,  fo  iuoootf' 
cnt  with  his  general  tharafter» 


.  Raymond,  thbugh  he  felt  af- 
1  With  Mr.  Codway  for  the  ap- 

contempt  with  which  he  regarded 
mpany^  yet  in  pity  to  thein>  and 
lear  faimfelf  of  (oaxe  importance 
^Ted  to  keep  up  the  converfktion  ; 
her  not  deigning  or  not  daring 
tefs  the  (Iranger,  he  pretended  to 

Mr,  Harrifon. 

pon  my  word  it  is  a  fhame,  confi- 
the  amazing  fums  we  pay  at  the 
tes,  that  the  commiffioners  of  the 
io  not  fee  them  properly  applied. 
ig  in  nature  can  be  worfe  than 
\d  from  L—  to  F— ;  it  is  really 
errifying.  I  am  furc  I  had  rather 
06  the  country,  in  fome  parts  of 

the 
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the  kingdom,  than  venture  myfdf  0 
a  poft-chaife  in  your  neighbouihooi*^ 

•^  Well/'  cried  Harrifon,  «  for  mf 
part,  I  never  think  about  them,  (b  isl 
can  but  get  from  one  place  to  another; 
though,  hang  it,  I  do  not  love  iwW. 
— Godfrey,  do  you  remember  that  even* 
ing  I  met  you  with  the  Barrymorcs?** 

*^  Pray'*  (interrupted  our  hero,  trott- 
bling  with  apprehenfion  left  he  fliould 
mention  circumftances  which  might  lead 
to  a  difcovery)  "  liave  you  hcird  rf 
the  Barrymores  fince  they  have  bcca 
gone  ?'* 

**   No,'*   returned  the   other;   but 
taking  the  hint,  and  being  really  too 
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od-humoured  to  wi(h  to  diftrefs  him 
1  ftrange  company^  he  dropped  the 
)jeft>  and  Mr.  Raymond  continued  : 

^^  It  is  really  furprifing  the  higher 
vers  do  not  take  thefe  matters  into 
ifideration;  but  their  whole  time  is 
pged  in  diflipation.  Cards  and  dice 
ivc  every  thing  elfe  out  of  their  heads, 
1  they  care  not  what  the  individual 
Ibrs,  And  then  the  adminiftration  of 
blic  juflice  is  fcandaloully  negleded. 
dined  lad  winter  with  a  gentleman^ 
10  is  in  commiflion  for  the  county ;  and 
made  fome  poor  wretches  (land  (hiver-* 
5  in  the  hall  till  his  rubber  was  de- 
led. I  declare  it  (hocks  my  humani- 
and  injures   my  nerves,  in  fuch  a 

nner^  that  I  cannot  (land  it. 

Mr. 
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Mr,  Harrifon  made  fonie  reply 
worth  recording ;  and  thefe  two  gpni 
men  divided  between  them  ail  tk 
ncral  converfation  that  pafled  during  At 
remainder  of  the  evening  ;  Mr.  Oft* 
way  now  and  then  fpeaking  ia  a  bf 
voice  to  mlk  Southill ;  and  ronictia| 
anfwering  Uer  mothcr^s  civilioes  wW 
a  hafty  '^  no,"  or  «  yes/*  as  the  fubpAJ 
required* 


> 


C  H  A  1 
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CHAP.      VI. 

V  HEN  they  parted  Fot  the  night, 
[r.  Southill  attended  our  hero  to  his 
limber ;  and  then  apologizing  for  its 
ciquity  and  dreary  appearance,  faid  it 
IS  the  only  one  unoccupied,  as  the 
>ufe  was  entirely  full. 

*'  But  there  is,  my  deaf  fir,"  added 
,  "  a  circumftance  which  you  ought 
be  apprifed  of,  left  you  (hould  be 
irmed.  There  are  often  ftrange  noifes 
ird  here,  for  which  no  one  can  ac* 
int;  and  the  common  people  fay  it 
taunted:  nay,  my  gardener,  who  once 

llept 
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(lept  here^  declared  he  faw  a  man  with- 
out a  head  (landing  by  his  bedfide.  Bat 
all  thefe  opinions  are>  perhaps,  nothiog 
but  fancy  ;  though  I  will  not  take  upon 
me  to  fay  there  is  no  reafbn  for  them : 
however,  be  that  as  it  may,  you  M 
too  much  a  man  of  fenfe  to  have  any 
fears  of  this  kind ;  and,  to  own  the 
truth,  I  would  not  mention  it  bcforti 
left  it  fliould  appear  like  an  excufe,  an^ 
a  wi(h  to  avoid  receiving  you." 

*^  I  thank  you,  fir,"  returned  Mr# 
Thomborough,  with  a  fmile,  "  for  your 
hint;  and,  believe  me,  I  feel  nokifl" 
of  apprehenfion.  Without  abfolutdf 
difbelieving  fupernatural  appearanceSi 
I  have  no  dread;  for  I  imagine  nofi 
like   the    vulgar,    they    are  pcnniite^ 

meie^ 


A       K  o  y  £  L.  93 

^  to  terrify  the  ignorant  or  fuper- 
s ;  though  I  am  not  fceptic  enough 
ly  but  they  are  fometimes  allowed, 
earn  or  important  occalions/'  ^ 

then  wilhed  his  kind  hod  a  good 
»  and  faftened  his  door^  that 
ight  not  be  vifited  at  leaft  by  the 
itants  of  this  world.  He  then 
d  round  the  room ;  and  though  he 

not  fay,  with  fir  Harry  Wildair, 
;hoft  had  chofen  a  very  handfome 
nent,  he  could  not  but  allow  it 
.  proper  one.  The  high  window, 
g,  and  chimney;  the  broken  carved 
,  and  hideous  tapeftry  figures,  con- 
1  to  throw  a  gloom  over  it,  which 
i  have  had  an  effcdt  on  a  weak 
;  but  his  was  fuperior  to  it.    He 

fell 


94         THE  BENEVOLENT  QUIXOTE  I 

felt  no  fenfation  but  of  curiofity ;  as  bt 
could  not  help  fancying  if  he  hcarf 
thefe  noifes,  and  could  pofiibly  difcoTff 
the    caufe^    he  might   difenchant  the 
chamber^  and  lay  the  ghoft:  an  explotf 
from  which  he  thought  he  (hould  dcriw 
fome  honour,  and  receive  the  thanks  of 
the  family  for  it. 

To  enable  him  the  more  eafily  to  do  ? 
this,  he  placed  the  candle  in  the  chim- 
ney, and  prepared  to  get  into  bed.  This, 
however,  was  an  adventure  not  fo  cafily 
achieved :  he  found  there  was  feme  ob- 
ftacle  to  his  repeated  efforts ;  and  in  a 
few   minutes   difcovered  he  had  been 
favoured  with  what  is  called  an  appk- 
pye-bed ;  and  was  not  long  in  guei5ng 
the  contrivers  of  this  fcheme.   Hcag^ 
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Ted  himfel^  and  with  fome  trouble 
e  the  neceflary    alterations;    and, 
%  thus  bulily  engaged^  it  flruck  him 
devifers  of  this  pretty  frolic  would 
probably  conclude  with  fuch  a  trifle> 
sad  invented  one  of  a  more  ferious 
re :   in  (hort,  he  had  no  doubt  but 
chamber  was  haunted  only  by  the 
:  fair  fpirits  who  had  followed  him 
lofely  the  whole  day ;  and  this  opi- 
;  was  ftrengthened  by  recollecting 
ral  circumftances.    Mr.  Conway,  he 
fure,  flept  in  the  houfe ;  and  there- 
there  muft   be   another   chamber, 
ch  could   not  have    been   engaged 
nouily.    Mr.  Southill's  gravity,  when 
lentioned  the  ghoft,  had  not  the  ap- 
rance  of  truth,  though  this  had  not 
ck  him  before ;  and  a  variety  of  other 
'^  things 
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things  now  darted  on  his  mind,  ^ 
though  iingly  of  no  importancCi  ! 
coUedivcly  aflured  him  of  the  pro* 
bility  of  his  fufpicions  being  ^ 
founded. 

Full  of  this  idea,  and  expefting  cr^ 

inftant  to  be  bcfieged,  he  rcfolvcd 

prevent  the  incurfions  of  the  encmyj  » 

keeping   guard,   and  examining  crrf 

place    where    the  aflault   would  tdC 

likely  commence.     His  chamber  do^ 

was  locked,  and  he  faw  no  other,  a< 

any  clofet  or  cupboard ;  but,  on  cxami^ 

ing  the  tapeftry  very  ftriclly,  he  foun 

that  between  the  chimney  and  winda^ 

wasloofe;  and,  on  lifting  it  up,  difc<^ 

vered  a  door  that  flood  ajar,  with  ncidJ* 

lock,  bolt,  nor  any  kind  of  faftcn»fr 

wbick 
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which  opened  into  the  large  high  clofet 
before  mentionecL  Taking  his  candle^ 
he  went  in,  and  faw  it  was  filled  with 
lumber  of  various  kinds,  old  portman- 
teaus, boxes  and  bafkets,  and  had  an« 
odier  door  leading  to  the  gallery.  It 
vu  here  he  fuppofed  the  entrance  was 
to  be  made ;  and  as  it  had  no  lock,  he 
Kfidved  to  pile  up  fome  of  the  boxes 
igainft  it,  and  fitting  down  there  to  wait 
Ae  event,  as  he  could  by  no  means 
&ftcn  the  door  under  the  tapeftrj',  as  it 
i>peQed  from  his  room. 

Havmg  fettled  this  point  and  placed 
lie  boxes,  he  returned  to  his  chamber, 
0 leave  the  candle  in  the  chimney;  but 
aving  purpofely  had  a  very  fliort  piece 
|X  into  the  candleilick,  it  was  almoft 
Vol.  III.  F  exhaufted. 
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exhaufied^  and  went  quite  out  as  he  fct 
it  down ;  and  he  was  now  left  without 
any  light  but  what  the  faint  rays  of  the 
moon,  gleaming  through  the  fmali  panes 
of   his  bow  window^  afforded.     This 
circumftance,  however^   lie    confidered 
as  of  no  confequence^  as  he  had  pre- 
vioufly  arranged  every  thing;  and  Heal- 
ing foftly  back  into  the  clofet,  he  fat 
down  and  waited  the  event. 

As   the  trunks  were   all   empty,  he 
knew  they  could  make  but  a  feeble  re- 
fiftance,  if  any  force  was  ufed  in  pul- 
ing the  door;    but  his  only  hope  wa* 
to  frighten  the  young  ladies,  by  waiting 
their  arrival,  and  (hewing  them  he  had 
difcovercd   their   intention,   from  evrf" 
attempting  a  fimilar  frolic,  which  M? 
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thought  might  prove  very  hazardous, 
if  the  fubjeft  of  it  was  not  a  man  oF 
principle  as  well  as  courage.  In  fadi, 
ihcir  own  danger  would  have  been 
Qiuch  greater  than  his,  had  be  been 
capable  of  taking  that  advantage  of 
U^  indifcretion  the  time  and  place 
vould  fo  well  afford. 

But  Mr.  Thornborough  carried  his 
^leas  too  far,  when  he  fuppofed  they 
*cant  to  enter  his  chamber;  their 
dcfign  was  fimply  to  open  the  door 
on  their  fide  of  the  tapeftry,  and 
Aiough  fome  of  the  apertures  con- 
▼ey  paper  or  palleboard,  on  which 
various  charaders  were  to  be  written 
wih  phofphorus.  In  the  mean  time 
lie  other  was  to  groan  and  make 
T  Fa  d\ffctervx. 


I 
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di£fcrent  noifes,  to  awaken  him^  aa 
then  engage   his  attention.      As  th 
were  aflured  the  fecret  of  this  d 
he  could  not  difcover,  they  did 
fuppofe    he    would   fufpeft    them  ok 
bebg    concerned ;    and    confequenti^ 
his    aftoniflunent   and  wonder   woolicft 
be  xai(ed^  even  if  his  fears  were  oc^ 
excited ;    which^    fixxn    the  fpirit  i&^ 
had   in  the  courfe   of  die   day  6^* 
quendy  Ihewn^  they  thought  too  f^^^ 
bable. 

The  apple-pye  bed  was,  in  b&f  * 
trick  praftifed  unknown  to  them  W 
the  two  youngeft  girls,  who  had  ^ 
lame  enterprizing  genius,  but  fc^^ 
whofe  earlier  years  were  not  y^ 
capable  of  achieving  fiich  a  ckjfllf^ 
exploit  as  x!i:ic^i  t>&sru 
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CHAP.    VIL 

•^HIS  dofetj  it  was  before  mentionecU 

divided  the  chamber  our  h-ro  llept  ia 

^  the  laundry,  and  was  only  feparated 

from  the  latter  by  a  flight  deal  partition ; 

^  here  Mr.  Thornborough  fat  on  a 

'^et  turned  up,  and  waited  with  fome 

• 

^patience  for  the  commencement  of 

Acaftion. 

About  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after  he 

^  placed  himfelf  in  this  fituation,  he 

'^vd  a  light  female  footftep  treading 

F  3  foftly 
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fofily  along  the  gallery,  and  immediate ' 
after  law  a  light  in  the  laundry  chrou| 
the  chinks.  Another  (lep,  heavier  bull 
louder,  then  ftruckhis  ear,  and  enter^r-if 
the  fame  apartment.    Not  doubting  t>«^it 
thefe  were  his  pretty  tormentors,  he  cor:a« 
eluded  their  machinations  were  bcgi  wa- 
ning,  and  exulted  in  die  plan  he  Lia*<i 
formed  to  countera(5l  them. 


A  converfation  was  now  begun  in  lo^ 
voices,  which  grew  gradually  loud^'"* 
till  he  diftindly  heard  the  following  d*^' 
logue,  and  difcovered,  to  his  infinite  aO-^' 
nifhment,  the  perfons  were  no  otb^*^ 
than  Wcntworth  Conway  and  Arabc"^ 
boi.tliill. 

*'  Yes,"  cried  the  fjrnier,  '*  I  aga'"'* 
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r 
^P^tiyott  have  either  deceived  me,  or 

Iwvc  bcen^eceived  yourfelf,  or  he  is  a 

^illiin:'^|(|iitterly  denies  knowing  any 

thing  of  the  circiimftance  ; — yet  on  re- 

SciSion,  from  the  conf.ifion  hs  was  in 

^htn  I  aiked  him  the  qncfiion,  I  am  in- 

•lined  to  think  the  guilt. of  decepiion 

bwith  him  alone  ;  but  the  g«nlt  of  de- 

cicion  is  yours,  nor  can  any  thing  ex- 

ufc  your  conduct.     Oh,  Arabella  !  you 

Qow  how  (leadily  I  meant  to  repair,  as 

irasit  was  in  my  power,  the  crime  of 

^uftion  you  have  laid  to  my  charge, 

thought  my  honour  concerned  ;  but 
^w  my  heart  revolts  at  the  idea  of  unit- 
'g  my  fate  with  a  woman,  who  has  lefs 
-ndernefs  than  a  favage,  or  even  a  brute, 
ontrary  to  my  earncfl:  requeft,  to  my 
ricleft  commands,  difbslicving  the  fo- 

^'  F  4  lemii 


.fl 


If 

f 
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lenin  promlfe  I  madc^  10  tncct  you  on 
the  road,  take  away  the  child,  aod  ibuJ 
preferve    your  reputation   uafullitd  (* 
ixicafure,  give  me  leave  to  fay,  ncctffitry 
for  both  our  faltes) ;  you  gave  it  w  I 
ftranger,  and,  as  it  has  proved,  a  villain  i 
for  what  he  has  done  with  the  poor  bibc 
Heaven  only  knows,  though  his  couft' 
tenance  proved  him  guilty;  and  you  de- 
ceived me  with  a  falfe  ftory,  that  it  ^ 
left  with  the  nurfe,   too  ill  to  be  rc 
moved.'* 

Arabella  had  wept  without  ceafin 
during  this  fpeech  ;  but  when  he  flopped 
though  her  words  were  almofl  loft  in  h^ 
fobs,  flie  replied, 

'^  Upon  my  honour,   Wentworth, 
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told  you  only  the  truth,  and  the  whole 
truths  when  at  our  lad  meeting   you 
taxed  me  with  having  deceived  you;  and 
I  deceived  you  only  from  a  fear  that 
you  would^  if  I  confeffed  the  reality, 
^Te  made  fuch  an  immediate  fearch  in 
the  neighbourhood,  as  might  have  ren- 
dered me  liable  to  fufpicion.  The  guilty 
ftrink  from  a  Ihadow,  and  I  was  too 
^^  aflured  my  refidence  at  that  little 
^<>ttagc  had  excited  furprife  and  curio - 
*0^«  The  name  of  Thornborough  I  was 
^  unacquainted  with   from  your  ac- 
^Unts  of  the  family ;  therefore   I   the 
^^rc  readily  committed  it  to  his  truft 
°^tl  I  would   to  a  ftranger's,  as  know- 
^E  I  could  at  any  time  reclaim  it.     In 
**^^  point  I  acknowledge  myfelf  wrong, 
^*^Uch  I  have  never  dared  confefs  before. 
F  5  Fearing 


,Ai"  returned  ^^'     a  T\-»^ 
vouneii*  ^«pr  bands.    » 
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ithic:  but^  however^  his  crimes  will 
Ofl  be  atoned  for ;  the  vengeance  due 

me  for  feduAion  and  murder  i^.liovv 
1I7  beginning:  yes,  Arabella^  miir' 
T.  Thornborougb  lies  now,  as  I 
vc  every  reafon  to  believe,  dead,  and 
'  my  hand.  Convinced  of  your  vera- 
:y,  when  he  denied  the  charge,  I  told 
m  he  lied  :  we  fought ;  I  was  llighcly 
funded,  but  he  felL  I  left  my  fer- 
.ni  to  take  care  of  the  body,  and  bade 
m  meet  me  at  Dover.     To-morrow, 

foon  as  it  is  light,  I  leave  the  houfe.  I 
Qnot  fafe  in  the  kingdom ;  he  has  powr 
fid  friends,  who  will  revenge  his  death  ; 
>u  fee  me  now  perhaps  for  the  laft  time. 
)uld  I  bear  your  idea  with  me  as  I  have 
•ne,  glowing  with  tender  fenfibility, 
J  with  but  one  fault  to  counterbalance 
F  6  your 


ber. 
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^riiich  leads  your  erring  mind  into  ^ 
pater,  to  avoid  a  lefler  evil  y* 

During  this  whole  converfation  our  hero 
hdbeen  petrified  with  amazement.  He 
dutd  not  move^  left  in  the  dead  filence 
which  reigned  through  the  houfe  they 
hould  hear  him^  and  fuppofe  he  had 
^n  meanly  liftening  to  their  difcourfe. 
'^et  was  he  extremely  perplexed  what 
^eafures  to  take  in  making  the  difco* 
^,  which  was  become  immediately 
Cceflary,  from  the  circumilances  he  had 
(ft-  heard,  left  Mr.  Conway  ftiould,  as 
e  btended,  leave  Southill  Grove  be- 
yfc  they  could  meet  in  the  morning. 
ITct  to  break  abruptly  into  the  room  at 
uch  a  time,  to  confefs  he  had  heard  a 
onverfation  which  was  totally  deftruc- 

tive 
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rive  of  the  lady's  reputation,  and  him-  » 

felf  a  ftranger  to  both,  was  a  fchcmc  m 

he  fcarcely  knew  how  to  purfue,  though  1. 

he  was  fenfible  an  explanation  was  ab-  1.; 

folutely  elTential.  m. 

Whilft  he  was  hefitating,  Mr.  Con-     I 
way  finifhed  his  lad  fpeech,  and  all  ^'^^     I 
for  a  moment  filent.  He  then  difiinct JJ   "4 
again  heard  the  footfteps  in  the  gal!cr>'  i     I 
the  light   vanifhed  in  the  laiindn,  t^^*  J 
door  burft  open,  fomething  fell  on  ^^     | 
ground,  loud   fcreams  fucceeded  fr^^     1 
one  or  two  voices,  and  one  perfon  ^^ 
fcreaming  to  the  other  end  of  the  g^' 
lery,and  loudly  knocking  at  a  chamb^ 
dcor,  feveral  of  the  family  were  (O^ 
alaimed,  and  came  running  to  the  (c^^ 
of  confufion   with   lights,   juft  as  V^ 

Tbwortiboroii^ 
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rhornborough,  who  went  round  through 
w  door  of  hil^wn  chamber,  entered 
the  laundry,  where  he  faw  Harriet  ex- 
tended on  the  floor,  mifs  Souihill  lean- 
ing againft  the  window,  Mr;  Conway 
iffilhDg  to  lift  Harriet  on  a  feat,  and 
the  reft  {landing  round,  eagerly  feeking 
dttt  information  which  fome  were  un- 
^le,  and  fome  unwilling  to  give. 

•  The  fadls  were  thcfe.  When  Har- 
riet and  Mary- Anne  thought  the  houfe 
'D  quiet,  they  ftolc  from  their  own 
duunber  without  a  light,  left  it  (hould 
^fcen,  and  proceeded  to  the  laundry, 
^licre  they  had  left  the  principal  mate- 
tills  for  their  plot.  Imprefled  with 
bme  awe  from  the  darknefs  and  filence 
f  the  nightj  and  their  own  confciences 

reproaching 
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reproaching  them  for  die  part  they  vim 
going  to  a£t,  their  minds  were  prcparei 
to  receive  the  leafl  alarm,  Whilft  fofelf 
treading  the  gallery,  at  the  farther  end 
of  which  they  flept,  they  each  repcntedi 
btit,  aftiamed  to  confefs  the  terror  the? 
fiek  to  each  other,  they  went  on  tmo* 
bling*  Harriet  was  the  Brd^and  opcB^ 
rng  the  laundry  door,  was  ftruck  with  io^ 
conceivable  terror  on  feeing  a  tall  figure 
in  white  ftanding  before  the  wifldo*i 
and  at  a  little  diftance  another  in  blaeb 
Mifs  Souihill,  on  hearing  the  firft  iwife 
juft  as  Mr,  Conway  had  ccafed  fpcak- 
ing,  put  out  the  candle,  left  thelighf 
fhould  betray  her  to  the  perfon  who 
pafled  by,  and  ftood  filent.  The  moofl' 
gave  jurt  light  enough  to  ibcw  herligii^ 
and  Mr,  Conway's,  and  their  drefs,  to  th* 

a; 


A        N  O  V   B  L.  1x3 

ited  Harriet :  but  unable  to  diftia* 
their  features^  nor  indeed  gueffing 
ible  for  any  of  the  £uniiy  to  be  in 
I  place  at  fuch  a  time,  (he  con* 
their  intention  of  terrifying  ano* 
id  drawn  down  a  judgment  on 
Ives,  and  that  thefe  were  really 
tions  fent  to  puni(h  them. 

reffed  fuddenly  with  this  idea, 
•earned  violently  on  opening  the 
ind  fell  to  the  ground  infeniible. 
/Vnne,  who  followed  clofe,  fa>^ 
ing  move  over  her  fifter^s  (houl« 
d,  when  (he  fcreamed,  conclude 
lerc  was  fome  terrible  reafon, 
not  well  knowing  what,  ran  back^ 
I  her  cries,  till  (he  reached  her 
;  door,  and  continued  knocking 

till 


TTT 

•"f^        »«*'«''>'*      Art,-** 
.„orV*^"'      „.  came  to*' 
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l)e  might  be  carried  to  her  chamber; 
rtcaHarrifon,  who,  though  rather  in 
IKhabille,  had  awoke  at  the  firil  outcjy, 
fid  came  diredly  to  know  what  was  the 
latter,  diflurbed  wiih  the  fear  of  not 
caring  the  caufe  of  this  confufion,  de- 
rcd  Mr.  Southill  would  obferve  how 
itraordinary  it  was,  that,  fummoned  fo 
aftily  as  they  had  all  been  from  their 
eds,  as  was  moft  probable,  yet  that 
Jr,  Conway,  Mr.  Godfrey,  and  the  two 
idies,  were  all  as  well  dreiicd  as  they 
ad  been  the  preceding  evening.  This 
artled  him,  and  he  begged,  before  any 
oc  left  the  room,  he  might  hear  what 
'J5  the  real  reafon, 

Arabella  was  as  unable  to  fpeak  from 
prehenfion,  as  Hai*riet  from  illnefs; 

and 
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and  Mr.  Conway  knew  not  what  to  liji 
or  how  to  account  for  his  prdcncfii 
When  Mr.  Thornborough  obfcrvingita 
general  difmayj  refolved  to  fpeak  hioi* 
felf. 

*'  As  for  me,  Mr,  Sotithill,  you  ill 
not  wonder  at  my  being  drcflcd,  when  I 
tell  you  ibe  caution  you  gave  mc  notflJ 
be  frightened,  added  to  feme  other  cif* 
cumftances,  imprefled  my  mind  vitk 
an  idea  that  fome  jeft  was  intended,  ^ 
I  refolved  to  be  upon  the  watch  for  ffif 
little  aerial  vifitors.  I  difcovcred  tte 
door  under  the  tapeflry,  and  fat  in  tte 
clofct  waiting  iheir  arrival,  when  tk* 
fc reams  alarmed  me,  and  1  came  roufli 
through  my  own  room  into  this-." 


I 


%^ 
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^  You  fat  in  the  clofet  V^  cried  mifs 
Southiily  in  an  accent  of  terror;  <^  then/' 
kolung  at  Mr.  Conway^  added  in  a  low 
Wee,  ^^  we  are  difcovered,  and  I  am 
undone." 

"  Sir,"  faid  Mr.  Conway  refentfiilly 
to  our  hero,  ^'  I  muft  before  I  leave  the 
lioufe  have  fome  converfation  with  you ; 
md  truft  you  will  give  me  (atisfadion 
&r  behaviour,  that,  pardon  me,  was  not 
like  a  gentleman." 

''  I  meant^"  replied  he  with  equal  fpi- 
A  and  coolnefs^  ^^  to  aik  the  fame  fa- 
vour of  you^  Mr.  Conway ;  and  I  be- 
lK?e  in  our  converfation  I  (hall  give  you 
Qore  real  fatisfadtion  than  you  expeft^ 
'Vid  fuch  information  as  may  render  your 

€xpcdiuoft 
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expcdirion  to  the  continent  unnecd3af]r. 
la  the  mean  time,  madams"  curning  to 
mifs  SouthilU  and  fpcaking  low,  ^^  de^ 
pend  on  my  honour  and  my  fecrecy :  js 
i  know  no  more  with  refpeft  to  yourtf 
at  prdfecty  than  I  knew  yefterday  after- 

QOOIU" 

**  Perhaps,  fir,"  returned  Mr.  Con- 
way haughtily,  "  in  the  morning  T^ 
may  condefcend  to  explain  this  myft^ 
rr, 

'*  Yes,  fir,  It  is  my  intention ;  and  I 
hope  you  u  ill  (lay  to  hear  it.  I  would  do 
it  at  this  moment,  but,  for  various  reg- 
ions, it  is  neither  a  proper  time  fl* 
place.  Meet  me  at  any  hour  in  ^^ 
garden,  and  you  fliall  hear  what  I  i^ 
1  vcfltu^ 
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:o  fay  will  give  you  more  plea*^ 
you  cxpcd/' 

K>litc>  yet  intrepid  manner  in 
t  fpoke,  ftruck  Mr,  Conway  5 
[ifwered  with  more  calmnefs. 

outhill^  who  had  been  during 
irerfation  foothing  poor  Har- 
l  afluring  her  (he  had  been 
d  without  reafoUj  now  demand- 
eldeft  daughter  how  (he  came 


Ua  hefitating  for  an  anfwer,  Mr. 
ftepped  forward,  and  faid, 
will  tell  you,  I  have  been  en- 
i  a  duel,  and  fear  I  muft  in  con- 
:  leave  the  kingdom ;  early  to- 

morroNV 
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morrow  I  mean  to  (ct  out.  For  fooe 
Tcafoos  which  I  cannot  declare  before  lb 
many  witnefles,  it  was  neceflQiry  for  oe 
to  fee  mifs  Southill  alone^  and  Ibe  o»* 
fentedtomeetmehere.  WhenmUsIto' 
riet  came  along  the  gallery^  not  koov- 
ing  who  it  was,  and  fearing  if  die  lig!< 
was  feen  (he  might  be  difcovercd,  A^ 
blew  out  the  candle^  and  her  lifter  cft* 
tering,  was  terrified  by  feeing  a  figure 
(landing  by  the  window^  and  lmo^ 
diately  fiiintcd/' 

Mr.  Soudiill  (hook  his  head^  but  not 
willing  to  fpeak  before  fo  many  pec^i 
he  only  defired  Arabella  to  return  to  htf 
apartment;  and  ordering  mifs  Su&i 
and  the  maids  to  affift  Harriet  to  hah 
^^ent  himfelf  to  enquire  for  Maiy-An*; 

who 


A  NOVEL.  121 

who  was  better,  and  ftill  more  compofed 
when  (he  heard  an  explanation  of  the 
oiufe  of  their  fright. 

Mrs.  Medway,  on  the  firft  outcry,  had 
olted  and  barricaded  her  chamber-door, 
KKn  an  idea  there  were  thieves;  and 
ivainmifs  Deloraine  begged  (he  might 
oto  the  ^(fiftance  of  Mary- Anne,  who 
ic  found  was  in  hyfterics,  and  left 
holly  to  her  mother's  care,  as  the  reft 

the  family  had  run  to  the  fcene  of 
nfufion.  Regarding  only  her  own 
tty,  (lie  refolutely  refufed;  and- was 
Bciently  punilhed  for  her  inhumanity, 
in  the  terror  (lie  was  in  the  whole 
;ht,  from  her  uncertainty  of  the  caufe 
[his  alarm. 

^OL.  IJL  G  TVve 


ki 
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The  three  gentlemen  remained  rogc* 
ther  in  the  laundry  for  fomc  little  time; 
Harrifon  endeavouring  to  make  our  h^ 
ro  folly  explain  what  he  meant  by  fty- 
ing  he  thought  fome  jeft  was  inieadcd; 
but  in  vain  :  for  it  ft  ruck  him,  tliat  the 
lefs  that  was  faid  on  the  fubjeA  the  bet 
ter,  for  the  young  lady's  fake*    He  then 
attempted  to  rally  Mr.  Conway,  and  tn* 
quired  how  mifs  South  ill  came  to  be 
taken  for  a  ghoft  :  but  that  gentleman 
haughtily  replying  it  was  no  bufinels  of 
his,  left  the  room,  bowing  to  Mr.  Thora^ 
borough,  and  adding,  he  (hould  depend 
on  his  promife  in  the  morning. 


Harrifon,  thus  difappointed  on  all  fida, 
foon  followed^  and  our  hero  returned 
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apartment ;  but^  though  he  had  led 
ezpeftation  of  an  aerial  vidtor^  it  was 
Fain  he  attempted  to  compofe  him-* 
'.  The  confirmation  of  his  fufpi* 
as  (hockedj  and  the  manner  in  which 
(hould  explain  to  Mr.  Conway  the 
Dge  of  his  name  and  attendant  cir- 
iftances,  perplexed  him  :  at  length 
refolved  to  wave  all  confideration  for 
Wildings,  and  all  fears  for  himfelf, 
candidly  confefs  the  whole  truth,  as 
as  related  to  himfelf,  to  the  Southill 
ily ;  and  let  Harrifon  tell  it  at  B— 
ic  pleafed  :  for  the  news  he  had  juft 
rd  of  Godfrey's  probable  death  con- 
:ed  him  of  the  fatal  confequences 
:  had  attended,  and  (lill  might  at- 
1  a  continuance  of  the  deception, 
.  which  nothing  but  a  public  avov^aV 
C  2  or 
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on  his  fide  could  counterad ;  as  he  had 
every  reafon  to  fuppofe,  from  Mr.  Con- 
way's relation,  that  Godfrey  had  ftill 
kept  his  name. 

When  this  was  determined,  his  mind . 
grew  eafier ;  but  he  was  grieved  at  the 
fatal  event  of  a  frolic  to  which  be  had 
confented,  though  he  had  not  propofed 
it;  and  therefore  thought  himfdf  i^ 
feme  meafure  accountable  for  it,  T  *^ 
he  acknowledged  the  moral  jufticc  ^ 
Godfrey's  being  puniflied  by  the  v^  ^ 
means  he  had  taken  to  draw  in  his  fricm-^ 
and  fecure  his  own  happinefs. 


N  0  y  s  L.  125 


CHAP.     VIII. 


lEFO  RE  I  relate  the  converfaiioa 
lich  paired  between  the  gentlemen  in 
:  morning,  I  muft  revert  to  fome  pre- 
ms  circumftances,  which  it  is  neceflary 
I  readers  (hould  be  acquainted  with, 
le  Conway  family  is  already  well 
3wn  to  them;  I  (hall  therefore  only 
f  Wentworth  was  their  fon ;  but 
My  independent  of  his  father,  from 
ing  had  a  large  eftate  left  him  by  an 
Ic,  which  he  was  to  have  pofleflion 
n  a  twelvemonth,  at  which  period  he 
lid  be  of  age ;  and,  of  courfe,  was 
Gj  perfe&\^ 


4 
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perfeftly  clear  from  the  CEnbarrafffflO"* 
aucnding  his  family,  as  his  fortune 
imder  the  care  of  tritftces,  v^ho  wodi 
not  permit  the  extravagance  of  i^  ** 
iher  10  affcft  the  fon. 

This  yonng  man  was  alfo  fuperiof 
«very  pmut :  he  had  the  pride  of  hil  D 

tlici',  widiOLit  her  infelencc  or  arrogance* 
the  vivacity  of  his  fillers,  without  thctf 
caprice  or  levity ;  and,  except  when 
perplexed  or  difturbed,  the  general  cour* 
tefy  of  his  father,  without  his  fervility* 
Educated  in  the  falhionable  world,  fcti- 
fible  of  his  indigpendence,  and  mcctil^ 
with  no  reftraint,  he  had  fallen  into  a  v^ 
riety  of  youthful  excefles ;  but  preferviirf 
through  the  whole  a  ftrid  fenfe  of  ho 
iiour,  he  always  lamented  his  want  o 
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rcrance  in  that  line  of  condiift 
.  his  own  good  undeiftanding 
:d  out  as  rational  and  proper.  In 
)f  his  college  vacations,  accident 
g  him  to  that  part  of  the  country, 
::ame  acquainted  with  the  Soutliills ; 
he  beauty  of  Arabella  foon  capti- 
a  heart  till  then  infenfible  of  any 
s  impreflion.  The  delighted  pa- 
knowing  his  rank  and  fortune, 
iraged  to  the  utmoft  an  attach- 
which  promifed  to  raife  their 
tter  to  a  fphere  (he  had  little  rea* 
3  expeft:  but  confcious  of  their 
nferiority,  and  that  the  elder  Mr. 
ay*s  approbation  could  not  be 
i  for,  they  yielded  to  Wentworth's 
ations,  that  the  engagement  might 
pt  a  profound  fecret ;  at  the  fame 
G  4  t\rcv^ 
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time  they  gave  him  a  conftant.  accefs 
their  hoiife^  and  every  opportunity 
being  with  Arabella^  in  the  idea  of  fe- 
curing  his  afiedions  more  firmly.    But^^ 
though  they  were  at  this  time  ignonui'^ 
of  the  fatal  confequences  of  their  ioU] 
^  their  illiberal  and^  felfilh  conduft 
been  fatally  puniQied  by  the  very 
furcs  they  had  purfued  to  accom 
their  wifhes.     Without  any  intention 
fcdudbion  on  his  fide,  the  honour,  the  vi^Bi 
tue  of  Arabella  fell  a  (acrifice  to  the  item 
pnidcnce  of  her  parents. 

Proud,  felfi(h>  unfeeling,  and  witE:"*- 
out  principle,  whilft  Wentworth  for  h  ^^ 
fake  bitterly  lamented  their  lapfe  fro: 
virtue,^^felt  l;|tle  regret,  except  wl 
arofe  from  a  dread  of  the  confequew 

wkic:=^- 
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^hich  (he  had  foon  too  much  reafon  to 
fear  would  make  her  conduft  known  to 
^c  World.     He  would  have  married  her 
Miftandy,  but    he    had    folemnly  pro- 
mifcd  his  father,  who  fufpecled  this  at- 
'^htnent,  to  make  no  engagement  till 
Jjc  was  of  age ;  and  he  could  not  vio- 
«te  this  oath,  without  acknowledging 
"^c  caufc,  which  would  have  deftroyed 
"^c  reputation  of  his  future  wife,  and 
rendered  her  even  more  objeilioitabic 
^nthe  eyes  of  his  own  family  than  flic 
was. 


Arabella  declared,  if  feme  means  were 
^ot  taken  to  preferve  her  reputarion,  flie 
^ould  not  live ;  nor  would  flie  confent 
^^cn  to  acquaint  her  mother  with  her 
^tuation,  and  take  her  advice  what  {tc^% 
Gs  ^"O 
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to  follow.  Half  diftradted  by  her  vL^ 
lencej  torn  with  felf-reproaches,  and 
dreading  left  (he  fliould  execute  her  ter- 
rible threats^  and  thus  throw  an  addi- 
tional load  of  guilt  on  his  mind,  he  was 
for  fome  time  unable  to  fix  on  any  pUn  - 
at  length  one  fuggefted  itfelf  to  him,  and  3 
on  communicating  it  to  Arabella,  it  ba-^ 
the  good  fortune  to  meet  with  heraj^- 
probation ;  and  he  fet  out  to  put  it  in  in*' 
mediate  execution. 

At  F m,  a  fmall  town  near  tt»-^ 

fens  in  Lincolnfhire,  lived  the  widow  ^^* 
a  Mr*  Milner,  who  had  been  under  mar^  T 
pecuniary  obligations  to  WentworC** 
Conway ;  who  now,  from  regard  to  ^^f 
dcceafed  friend,  kept  her  eldeft  boy  ^^ 
fchool,  and  had  promifed  in  fomc  w^3^ 
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>rovide  for  him.  To  this  lady,  there- 
J  he  applied  for  advice  and  aflifl- 
e;  and,  as  Arabella  abfolutely  refufed 
entruft  any  friend  of  her  own,  ac- 
linted  her  with  the  fecret,  and  in- 
ncd  her  of  the  fcheme  he  had  thought 
which  (he  affented  to  and  improved 

le  gave  her  a  handfome  fum  to  pro- 
'  every  thing  neceffary  for  a  genteel 
carance,  as  her  own  income  was  very 
dcr;  and  then  took  a  lodging  for 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Southill 
ve,  and  introduced  her  by  letter  to- 
Bunily,  as  a  particular  friend  of  his. 

"he  bait  took   immediately.     Mrs.« 
ler  was  courted,  flattered,  invited, 
G  6  aiv^ 
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and  almoft  idolized  by  all :  but  Mtt 
Sonthill's  civilities  were  the  moft  markedi 
and  jhe  moft  ridiculous.  Mrs.  Milner 
often  fmiled  at  their  attentions,  from 
knowing  their  fource ;  but  being  xdSlj 
an  amiable,  fenfible,  and  accompUlhcd 
woman,  continued,  from  pity,  what  (be 
had  confented  to,  from  not  knowing 
how  to  refufe  the  rcqueft  of  one  to  whom 
fhe  was  fo  much  indebted.  To  Ara- 
bella Ihe  appeared  the  mofl:  attachedf 
which  was  by  her  mother  confidered  a* 
an  additional  proof  of  Mr.  Conwiy*^ 
ferious  intentions. 

Wentworth  was  himfelf  dunng  this 
whole  period   with  his  father  in  Berk' 
Ihire  or  London  ;  but  he  kept  up    * 
conftant  correfpondcnce  with  AmbcU* 


"i 
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to  whom  he  imparted  his  plan ;  told  her 
Mn.  Milner  knew  every  thing,  and  en- 
treated, as  the  only  means  of  faving  her 
Imputation,  (he  would  follow  her  advice 
on  every  point ;  and  to  this  (he  con* 
feoted. 

• 
After  a  Ihort  (lay  in  the  neighbour- 
kood,  Mrs.  Milner  propofed  returning 
home,  and  entreated  Mr.  Southill  to 
permit  his  elded  daughter  to  accompany 
her  for  a  few  months,  obferving  that 
change  of  air  might  be  of  fervice  to  her 
health,  which  had  not  been  of  late  fo 
goodasufual :  and  Arabella's  pale  coun- 
tenance and  dejefted  fpirits  confirming 
this  opinion,  he  very  gladly  complied 
with  this  lady's  requeft  -,  and  they  fet 

off  for  F m,  where  mifs  Southill 

was 
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was  to  day  as  long  as  poffible  before 
her  lying  in.  During  that  period  fome 
more  retired  fpot  was  to  be  found ;  and 
for  this  purpofc  Mn  Conway  fet  out  oa 
the  fearch,  and  fixed  on  the  cottage  that 
has  been  mentioned  before. 

When  flie  could  no  longer  continur 
fafely  with  Mrs.  Milner,  fhe  wrote  fe- 
veral  letters  to  her  family,  and  dated 
them  forward,  for  her  to  fend  at  different 
times ;   and  then   fet  out  for  her  new 
habitation.     Wentworth  met  her  on  the 
road,  and  aflured  her  of  his  continued 
attachment,  and  the  precautions  he  hd 
taken,  which,  he  doubted  not,  would  k' 
cure  her  from  any  fufpicions  injurioo^ 
to  her  charadten 

Before     ! 
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Before  (he  was  brought  to  bed,  (he 
m  ber  time  in  fruitlefs  repinings  and 
in^felf-reproaches,  which  fprang  how- 
r  not  fo  much  from  penitence  as 
tification;  and  afterwards  took  fa 
ng  an  averfionto  the  innocent  infant^ 
eldom  to  bear  it  in  her  fight.  When 
,  Conway  vifited  her,  which  he  only 
tured  to  do  once  during  her  confine- 
3t,  (he  told  him  of  her  intention  to 
re  the  child  with  the  woman ;  a  mea- 
r  which  he  abfolutely  forbade,  de- 
ing  it  (hould  be  nurfed  under  his  own 
ncdiate  eye  -,  and  already  feeling  the 
demefs  of  a  parent,  was  (hocked  at 
propofal,  as  it  muft  then  be  expofed 
ill  the  ill  treatment  which  from  com- 
n  nurfes  is  too  frequently  experienced, 

and 
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and  at  a  dUtance  which  precluded  all 
enquiry  from  eidxer  of  its  parents. 

He  was  pofitiy e>  and  Arabella  oUigci 
to  fubmit ;  yet  (he  fecretly  detennioed  \ 
to  evade  this  command^  if  poffiUe;  and  j 
he  took  leave,  after  fettling  the  time  lod  \ 
manner  of  her  departure,  and  fixing  die  \ 
place  where  he  would  meet  her  to  cake 
the  child  away. 


But  a  few  days  previous  to  diat  ap- 
pointment, (he  received  aletterfrom  Mrs. 
Milner,  diredbed  by  a  feigned  name,de* 
firing  her  to  fend  for  a  carriage,  and  fe 
off  inftantly,  as  (he  had  jjuft  Icamcd 
from  Mr,  Conway,  her  father  was  com- 
ing to  F—  on  purpofe  to  fetch  her  hoso^ 
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lould  (he  be  abfent  on  bis  arrival^ 
lit  raife  fufpicion.  A  boy  was  that 
nt  difpatched  for  a  poft-chaife,  and 
:  off  on  that  very  afternoon  of 
rro's  intended  vifit  to  fir  James 
>t.  During  the  firft  few  miles  of 
umey,  (he  prayed  earneftly  fomc 
rharitable  creature  would  take  her 
and  her  wilhes  were  now  more 
ible,  as  Mrs.  Milner,  in  her  letter, 
)t  again  mentioned  Wentworth's 
g  her ;  but  which  that  lady  had 
mittedy  from  an'  idea  that  it  was 
ceffary  to  repeat  it :  Arabella  there- 
included,  if  any  thing  (hould  pre- 
Im,  her  father  might  difcover  what 
en  fo  carefully  concealed,  and  this 
be  worfe  than  any  event  that  could 
y  happen  to  her. 

Her 
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Her  mind  was  occupied  in  thefe  ter- 
rible reflcftions,    when   Mr.  Thornbo- 
rough  flopped  the  carriage^  and  aflured 
her  of  the  impof&bility  of  pafiing  the 
water.     It  then  occurred  to  her^  thatif, 
in  confequence  of  his  obliging  ofiersi  be 
would  take  care  of  the  child  for  a  (hort 
time^  it  would  extricate  her  from  her 
prefent  dilemma ;  but  when  he  faid  his 
name  was  Thornborough,   a  name  (he 
had  often  heard  Wentworth  mention  ifl 
terms  of  admiration  and  refped:,  a  deeper 
fcheme  darted  into  her  head,  and  (he(l^ 
termined  to  part  with  it  forever,  by  gi^' 
ing  him  a  falfe  direftion.     She  kne^ 
enough  of  his  charader,  to  be  certain  it 
would  be  fafe  under  his  protection;  ^" 
(he  was  equally  pofitive,  (hould  (he  ever 
be  introduced  to  him  as  Mrs.  W.  Con- 
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ay^  an  event  (he  thought  highly  pro- 
ible,  the  prefent  darknefs  would  pre- 
fit  him  from  recoUefting  her  features^ 
d  (he  (hould  therefore  be  fecured  from 
fpicion.  Having  fettled  her  plan  and 
cd  accordingly,  (he  drove  off,  rejoic- 
;  at  her  fuccefs,  and  only  perplexed 
f  CO  reconcile  Conway  to  her  breach 
promife. 

tie  was  punctual  to  his  appointment, 
1  immediately  enquiring  for  the  child, 
replied,  it  was  then  fo  ill  with  a 
)rder  incident  to  young  infants,  but 
dangerous  in  itfelf,  that  it  was  im- 
Bble  to  bring  it  but  at  the  rifque  of 
life.  This  account  he  was  fatisfied 
b,  telling  her,  he  (hould  then  go 
direftly  to  London,  where  his  father 

wanted 
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iranted  him  on  particular  bufinefsi  and 
as  fbon  as  he  was  at  liberty  return  for 
the  child9  and  put  it  to  nurfe  near  his 
own  houfe  in  Buckinghamfliire.  Ghd 
of  this  immediate  reprieve^  and  hoping 
by  that  time  to  contrive  fome  fiutfaer 
fcheme^  flie  fuffered  him  to  depart,  and 
arrived  "taeftelfjn^iigh  (pirits  at  F—m; 
told  the  fame  ftory  to  Mrs.  Milners  and 
her  father  coming  in  ihe  evening  on  the 
following  day,  (he  accompanied  hiia 
back  to  Southill  Grove. 

The  moment  Wentworth  could  IcafC 
London,  which  was  not  till  the  day  b^ 
fore  our  hero's  releafe  from  his  unjuft 
confinement,  he  went  down  into  York- 
&ire,  and  going  to  the  cottage  demand*^ 
the  infant.     The  woman,  cxtremdy  (^'  'i 


A        NOVEL.  I4X 

prifed,  told  him  the  truth,  and  with 
fuch  an  air  of  (imple  ingenuoufnefs,  that 
he  could  not  refufe  her  belief.  From 
thence  he  went  to  Mrs.  Milner,  and, 
finding  (he  knew  nothing  of  the  matter, 
was  highly  enraged  at  Arabella's  dupli- 
city and  falfehood.     He  ftaid  only  one 

night  at  F m,  and  fet  off  inftantly 

for  Southill  Grove.  Arabella,  who  ex- 
pc&ed  to  fee  him  before  he  went  into 
Yarklhire,  and  had  prepared  another 
irtful  tale  to  deceive  him,  if  poflible, 
was  extremely  (hocked  when  he  taxed 
her  with  her  unnatural  condud;  and, 
Dnprepared  with  an  excufe  that  would 
fuit  the  prefent  occafion,  fell  on  her 
knees,  and  declared  to  whofe  care  the 
child  was  entrufted,  giving  him  thofc 
fieafoas  which  wore  the  beft  appearance ; 

and 
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and  declaring,  (he  was  the  more  ftronglf 
prompted  to  this  adion,  by  the  fear  of 
his  not  meeting  her. 

Though  hurt  at  her  infenfibility,  and 
irritated  by  the  deception,  he  yet  avoided 
all  reproaches;  and,  as  foon  as  he  could, 
in  civility  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Southill,  left 
the  Grove;  and  having  before  heard 
from  his  fitters,  that  Mr.  Thornborough 

was  at  B ,  followed  him  to  that  pbcfj 

not  long  after  the  grand  difcovcry  bad 
been  made,  which  feparated  the  friendsi 
and  of  courfe  his  enquiries  after  ^fr• 
Thornborough  were  fruitlefs.  At  leng* 
he  accidentally  learned  he  was  gone  to 
N— — ;  and  taking  a  poft-chaifc  i^' 
flantly  fet  out  for  that  town,  refolutclf 
determined  not  to  give  over  his  fcarcb* 
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lad  found  Mr.  Thornborough, 
ged  him  to  give  an  account  of 
.  What  pafled  in  their  intcr- 
ift,  however,  be  delayed  -,  whilft 
I  my  readers  of  Mr.  Godfrey's 
ituation,  and  by  what  means  he 
lined  itt 
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m 

CHAP.      IX- 

'  Miss  Wcbfter  was  the  only  child rf 
a  niip-builder  at  Hul),  a  man  oflo^ 
birth  and  conncftions^  but  whohaii^^* 
quired  a  confiderable  fortune;  and  21 
Ills  death,  which  happened  when  fli£^'^ 
only  fourteen,  ftie  went  to  refide  with 
his  fifler,  who  was  married  to  an  atiof- 

ncy  at  N ,  who  was  left  guardii'^ 

to  her  perfon  and  fortune*  She  was  * 
good  humoured  girl,  at  this  time  3.W 
eighteen,  a:) (3  had  lefs  pride  and  vani^T 
tJian  could  bcexpefted,  confiJeringhcf 
indepen dance,  and  that  flie  was  conii- 
dered  as  the  firfl  in  the  IktJe  circle  la 
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ich  (he  moved.  Having  never  been 
boarding  fchool^  (he  was  totally  with- 
t  thofe  refinements  young  ladies  at- 
a  at  thofe  feminaries :  but  then  (he 
IS  free  from  art  and  afTedation ;  and 
(he  had  a  good  perfon^  pleafant  coun* 
oance^  and  had  learned  dancing  at 
[uU  before  her  father's  death,  juft 
lough  to  give  her  an  air^  (he  made  no 
id  figure  in  a  public  room.  She  was, 
is  true,  illiterate  and  uninformed  to  a 
^ee;  and  rudic,  but  not  vulgar  in 
T  manaers. 

Mr.  Atkins  had  diflant  relations  at 
' —  of  the  name  of  Collins ;  who, 
:t  mifs  Webfter,  were  at  the  end  of 
e  polite  line;  and  to  them,  under 
ecarc  of  Mrs,  Atkins,  Nancy  Web- 
VoL.  IIL  H  fter 
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{ler  was  fent  to  fee  fomething  of  life.  It 
happened  one  evening  at  an  afiemblft 
that  Mr.  Godfrey,  difgufted  with  Char- 
lotte's coldnefs,  irriuted  at  her  refufing 
to  dance  with  him^  and  almoft  inde- 
fpair  at  the  (leadinefs  with  which  flie 
continued  to  decline  his  propofals,  faw 
mifs  Webfter ;  and  hearing  an  account 
of  her  fortune  and  fituation,  afked  her 
to  dance:  and  thinking,  if  Charlotte 
adually  refufed  him,  he  had  better 
turn  his  thoughts  that  way,  behaved  to 
her  with  fo  much  ftudied  attention,  that 
the  aunt  and  niece  were  equally  capti- 
vated with  him ;  and  the  former  toU 
him,  if  ever  he  came  their  way,  thef 
would  be  proud  to  fee  him.  Mr.  God- 
frey bowed  very  low,  and  rephcdi 
they    might    depend   on    his   availing 
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felf  of  the  honour  of  their  oblig- 
invitation^,  whenever  it  was  in  his 

cr. 

.  day  or  two  after  thii^  Mrs.  Atkins 
fummoned  homei  ^  one  of  her 
iren  was  taken  ill^  and  (he  could 
leave  Nancy  behind  for  fear  of 
ane-hunters:  but  poor  Nancy  at- 
Icd  her  very  unwillingly;  (he  was 

ghted  with  the  gaieties  of  B , 

more  than  half  tempted  to  believe, 
,  if  (he  could  ftay  long  enough,  (he 
ht  make  a  conquefl:  of  Mr.  Thorn- 
)ugh,   whofe    condud  at    the    ball 
flattered  her  extremely  :  however, 
was  obliged    to    fubmit,    and  de- 
:cd  without  even  feeing  her  part- 
again. 

Ha  Mr. 
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Mr.  Godfreyj  thou^  io  the  armyt 
had  not  chofea  that  prQfeffion''frt)ib» 
love  of  fighdogy  but  becaule  that 
was  no  other  (o  convepiait  ip  fap; 
and  his  difppfidon  was. toot  pcacoilik 
to  incline  him  to  take  any;.aodpe.$)f 
Mr«  Thornborough's  lettserj  paifioihi^ 
as  it  inftantly  ftruck  him,  that,  6m 
that  gendeman^  from  a  point  of  ddi* 
cacy  to  the  Wildings,  had  determined 
not  to  mention  the  circumftancesV 
their  parting,  he  might  take  the  1>; 
berty  of  his  name  for  a  (hort  timCi 
and  in  another  place,  without  fear  of 
a  difcovery ;  and  by  paying  his  ad- 
dreffes  to,  and  marrying  mifs  Wcbitoi 
fecure  her.  fortune,  which  would  be  par* 
ticularly  acceptable  to  him,  as,  in  fp'^^ 
of  all  Mr.  Thornborough's  liberality,  l*^ 
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IS  dill  deeply  ia  debt,  and  only  on 
sUf-pay. 

He  left  B ,  as  has  been  already 

fclatedj  and  parting  with  the  fervants 

»bout  half  way,  proceeded  to  N , 

where  he  paid  a  vific  to  the  Atkins's 
immediately  on  his  arrival;  by  whom, 
**well  as  by  mifs  Webfter,  he  was  re- 
crived  with  the  higheft  cordiality  and 
^peft.  Kc  took  the  firft  opportunity 
^  afluring  the  latter,  his  journey  to 
w*—  was  wholly  on  her  account ; 
^t  he  preferred  her  to  all  the  wo- 
^cn  he  had  ever  feen;  and  that,  un- 
tfs  (he  confented  to  make  him  happy, 
^c  Qiould  be  the  moft  miferable  wretch 
^  canh. 

H  3  Mifs 
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Mifs  Webfter  was  extremely  plcafed 
A\ith  this  confeilion,  and  perfeftly  well 
difpofed  to  admit  him  as  a  lover :  nor 
were  her  uncle  and  aunt  lefs  delighted; 
to  the  latter  he  had  been  well  known  at 

B by  the  name  of  Thornborougb; 

nor  could  flie  or  her  hufband,  to  whom 
flic  mentioned  the  particulars  of  his  &• 
mlly  and  fortune,  form  any  idea  of  the 
impofture.  But  Mr.  Atkins,  willing  to 
know  more,  wrote  to  a  correfpondcnt 
at  Reading,  defiring  to  be  informed  of 
the  truth  of  thefe  reports, 

Mr.  Johnfon   replied,    Mr.  Tbora- 

borough  was  a  young  man  of  the  moft 

unexceptionable  character,  poffeflcci  of 

a  large  unincumbered  fortune,  and  of 

one  of  the  beft  families  in  the  county* 

[bat 
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at  he  had  derived  fomc  peculiarities  of 
)inion  from  a  very  retired  habit  of 
rtng;  but  which  a  better  acquaint- 
\ct  with  the  world,  to  which  he  had 
sen  for  many  years  totally  a  ftranger, 
otjld,  he  doubted  not,  diveft  him  of^. 

This  letter  according  exadly  with 
Ut  Mr.  Godfrey  had  told  Mrs.  At- 
iiftj  his  addrefles  commenced,  and  were 
icdred  in  form.  He  faid,  the  naiveti 
idfiniple  attraftions  of  mifs  Webftcr 
Wed  his  feelings  beyond  all  the  falhion- 
^Ic  qualities  found  in  higher  circles;  and 
Ut  for  this  reafon  he  had  quitted  mifs 
Gilding,  whofe  foul  was  wholly  uncon^ 
pnial  to  his  own. 

Nancy  Webfter*s    artlefs    afTedlons 
H  4  were 
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were  foon  fo  entirely  his  own,  that  it 
had  liccle  doubt  of  fucceeding  in  the 
plan  he  had  formed,  which  was  to  per* 
fuade  her  to  elope  with  him ;  for  he  wdl 
knewy  were  they  to  be  manicd  at  N— , 
her  uncle  would  expeft  the  fettlemeoBi 
&c.  to  be  properly  executed/  ahd  tntt 
he  mud  produce  writings^  which  un* 
luckily  were  not  in  his  pofleffion.    The 
ilmple  girl  was  eafily  prevailed  upon  to 
give  her  confent  to  thefe  clandeftine  mcs< 
fures;  and  the  very  day  was  fizedj  wbeo 
Mr.  Conway  arrived,  and,  fortunately  fiv 
her,  difconcerted  the  whole  plan. 


chaf* 
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CHAP.      X, 

1R.  Conway  alighted  at  the  Kin 
nns^  and  fending  to  Mr.  Godfrey^ 
bp  was  vifiting  at  Mr.  Atkins's,  de- 
td  to  fee  him  there  on  particular  bu- 
icfs.  Mrs.  Atkins  hearing  this  melTage 
fere  it  was  taken  into  the  parlour,  in 
t  profufion  of  her  civility  fent  her 
mpliments  to  the  ftrange  gentleman, 
d  begged  he  would  come  to  their 
>ufe,  where  his  friend  was  going  to 
bk  tea ;  and  entering  the  parlour  in 
few  minutes,  told  him,  with  an  air  of 
treme  felf-fatisfadion,  wljac  (lie  had 

H  5  Poor 
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Poor  Godfrey   received  this  intelli- 
gence with  the  utmoft  confuiion  Eod 
difmay;   for  he  had  too  much  reafoa 
to   fear    the  arrival  of  any  acquaint* 
ance   of  the  real  Mr.  Thornborough's 
would  be  the  total  deftrudion  of  all 
his  hopes  and  expeftations ;  and  ffait- 
ing  up  fuddenly^  (aid  he  could  by  no 
means  think  of  fuch  a  liberty,  and  was 
leaving  the  room  :   but  Mrs,  Atkins's 
unpolilhed  hofpitality  led  her  intoab- 
folute  ill- breeding;   for  (landing  with 
her  back  to  the  door,  (he  declared  be 
fliould  not  go;  that  any  friend  of  his 
was  to  the  full  as  welcome  at  himfelf/ 
and  continued  teafing  him  in  this  man- 
ner, till  he  was  worked  up  to  an  agony 
of  apprehenfion  ;  when  a  loud  knock* 

ing  announcing  the  gentleman's  arrival 

be 
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^  gave  up  the  conteft,  and  threw  him- 
fidf  into  a  chair,  in  that  kind  of  fettled 
Itfpair  we  feel  when  certain  of  the  total 
Icftruftion  of  our  hopes,  and  which  no 
ttcitions  can  avert. 

He  rofe  from  his  feat  when  Mr.  Conw 
>^y  entered  the  room;  and,  not  feeling 
Ac  leafl:  furprife  that  he  was  totally  un- 
^wn  to  him,  advanced  with  the  full 
ctpcftation  of  hearing  him  utter  fome 
ttclamation  of  aftonilhment,  and  at 
)nce  difclaim  his  acquaintance,  and 
'fcai  him  as  an  impoftor:  but  how 
bon  was  his  terror  ,converted  into  joy, 
*hen  Mr.  Conway  approaching  with  a 
^w,  faid,. 

**I  truft,  Mr.  Thornborough,  when 
H  6  ^ov\ 
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you  know  the  reafon  of  this  vifit^  and 
how  much  my  happinefs  is  interefted  i& 
the  bulinefs  which  has  brought  me  many 
miles  to  have  the  honour  of  a  (hort  coo- 
verfation  with  you^  you  will  pardon  the 
iQtrufion  of  one^  who^  though  tUl  this 
moment  a  flranger  to  your  perfon^  his 
long  had  a  perfect  knowledge  of  your 
charafter/' 

Mr.  Godfrey  was  fcarcely  able  to 
anfwer  him^  for  the  delight  with  whidi 
his  heart  bounded^  when  he  found  his 
apprebenfions  thus  fuddenly  renK)Tcd. 
However,  he  commanded  himfclt 
enough  to  reply,  that  whatever  hi* 
motives  were,  his  vifit  did  him  honour^ 
and  then  begged  to  know  his  name. 

''My 
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Aj  namcy''  replied  the  other,  **  is 
tf.  My  £ither  has  long  had  the 
re  of  your  acquaintance,  though 
e  been  unfortunately  a  flranger  to 
But  there  is  9  little  circumftance 
I  (hould  be  glad  to  mention  to 
lone,"  looking  round  at  the  fa- 


.  Godfrey  then  defiring  they  might 
o  the  other  parlour,  Mrs.  Atkins 
«d,  ^*  No,  indeed,  we  will  go  our* 
,  and  leave  this  to  you.  Come, 
f." 

e  door  was  then  (hut,  and  Godfrey 
i  Mr.  Conway  would  take  a  chair, 
lly  exclaiming  with  Charles  in  the 
Body,   "  Pray  Heaven  this  little 

circum^ 
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circumftance  may  not  fpoil  all!''  Mr^ 
Convay  then  began. 

^^  I  have^  Gr,  many  obligations  ta 
you,  for  your  humanity  to  the  lady 
and  child  you  lately  met  on  the  road; 
and  now  entreat  you  will  add  to  them, 
by  informing  me  where  the  child  is,  that 
I  may  releafe  you  from  a  troubleibme 
charge,    and    take  it   under  my  owa 


care/" 


Godfrey  now  coloured  violendy,  as^ 
from  his  entire  ignorance  of  the  affiiirf 
he  was  fure  he  muft  be  difcovercd: 
he,  however,  hefitatingly  replied,  w 
gain  farther  time,  and,  if  poffible, 
more     information     on    the     fubjeA, 
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Tfhat  Udj,  fir;  what  child  do  youi 


VIr.  Conway  imagining  at  firft  this 
itation  proceeded  from  a  point  of 
icacy,  which  made  hkn  fearful  of 
ealing  the  fecret  to  a  flranger, 
dly  anfwered,  *^  I  fee,  Mr*  Thorn* 
Qughj  your  motives  for  avoiding  a 
Sft  reply,  and  I  honour  you  for 
m :  but  give  me  leave  to  remove 
]r  fufpicions,  that  I  am  not  autho- 
d  to  make  this  enquiry,  by  affuring. 
1,  I  came  from  the  lady  herfelf> 
1  to  convince  you  I  really  did,  I  will 
[  you  what  a  perfon  unconcerned 
Ad  not  be  acquainted  with— that 
1  met  this  lady  near  Highford  Millj 
I  cautioned  her  againft  going  through. 
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the  water,  and  offered  to  take  care  of 
the  child ;  an  offer  which  (he  thankfully 
accepted :   but  I  very  much  fear  you 
mud  have  thought  the  infant  entirely 
thrown  on  your  hands,   it  is  fo  long 
lince  the  circumftance  happened:  but 
the  truth  is,  having  been  detained  in 
town  by  bufinefs,  and  only  having  feea 
the  lady  a  few  days  ago,  (he  then  in- 
formed me  of  what  I  was  before  igno- 
rant, that  it  was  con(igned  to  your  care, 
and  I  came  immediately  in  fcarch  of 
you." 

Here  he  paufcd ;  and  Godfrey  find* 
ing  by  this  fpeech,  that,  though  the  real 
Mr.  Thornborough  was  undoubccdiy 
concerned,  Mr.  Conway  had  no  oib^ 
proof  than  the  report  of  a  lady,  de- 

tcrmi^^ 
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armincd  fteadily  to  deny  any  know- 
idgc  of  it;  and  if  he  doubted  his 
ford,  refer  him  back  to  her,  as  if 
Jc  miftake  was  on  her  fide;  and  by 
itfe  means  gain  time  to  effeft  his 
rcfcnt  purpofe,  before  an  echirciire< 
lent  took  place.  He  therefore  replied, 
ttt  with  a  variation  of  countenance 
bich  none  but  the  mod  hardened  in 
^t  can  always  avoid,  that  he  knev 
>tbing  at  all  of  the  affair;  that  the 
\j  was  certainly  in  an  error  with 
ft&  to  his  name;  he  had  never 
»ffed  Highford  Water :  in  (hort,  that 
was  a  miftake  from  the  beginning 
the  end. 

Mr.  Conway  imputing  his    embar- 
Iment  to  a  wrong  caufe,  anfwered 

ftcrnly. 
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ftcrnly,  "  It  is  no  miftakc,  fir  :  the  name 
of  Thomborough  (he  knew  as  well  as 
myfelf ;  and  it  was  that  which  induced 
her  to  truft  you  with  a  charge  I  now 
find  you  were  unworthy  of,  fincc  you 
fo  infamoufly  deny  it*  Why  you  deny 
it  is  bed  known  to  your&If ;  but^  by 
Heaven^  as  I  can  depend  upon  her  n* 
racity,  as  well  as  on  my  own,  I  fay  you 
are  a  liar/' 

Mr.  Godfirey  now  faw  he  muft  cither 
fight  or  confcfs ;  and  fully  determined 
not  to  do  the  latter,  the  former  it  was 
impoflible  to  avoid.  He  replied,  "  This 
language,  fir,  demands  an  apology,  or 
inftant  fatisfadlion.*' 

"  You  fliaU  have  what  fatisfaaion 

fOU 
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J  pleafe,** returned  Mr.Conway :  '^  fol- 
f  me  to  the  King's  Arms/' 

Ihe  other,  however  little  he  liked  the 
a  of  a  duelj  was  now  enraged ;  and 
[taking  the  cffe&s  of  anger  for  cou-» 
ge,  followed  boldly.  They  left  the 
uf<^  and  Mr.  Conway  ordering  his 
vant  to  bring  bis  piflx>ls9  ^^  ^^^ 
'  his  horfe,  led  to  an  obfcure  place^ 
tre  they  could  f^ht  without  obfec^ 
ion. 

^ery  high  words  now  pafled  betwem 
m,  and  they  fired  almoft  at  the  fame 
bmc:  Godfrey's  bullet  only  grazed 
adverfary's  neck;  but  be  received 
( in  his  fide>  and  fell  inftantly. 

Conway 
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Conway  nov  knew  no*  time  ms  to 
be  loft  I  he  mounted  his  horfe^  «ndo^ 
dering  his  fervant  to  call  a  furgeooy  aod 
fee  that  every  care  was  taken  of  the 
wounded  manj  bade  him  then  come  to 
hnn  ac  DunflEablei  where  he  wouKTmcct 
him  to  leam  in  what  ftatc  the  woooi 
was,  and  whedier  there  were  any  hope 
of  his  recovery.  He  then  rode  off,  tfrf 
reached  SouthiH  Grove  at  the  time  b^ 
fore  mentioned.  He  would  not  truff 
himfelf  to  fpeak  of  the  dud  befixe 
fo  many;  he  therefore  only  whifpcred 
to*  Arabella,  that  he  was  now  coin^ 
probably  for  the  laft  time ;  that  te 
muft  fet  off  at  break  of  day,  and  de- 
fired  half  an  hour's  private  conveA' 
tion  before  flic  went  to  bed,  to  explain 
the  apparent  myftcry  of  his  condud. 
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What  then  pafled^  and  how  they  were 
citenruptedy  the  reader  is  already  ac- 
quainted with :  I  (hall  therefore  proceed 
^0  the  next  morning,  after  informing 
liein  that  Godfrey's  wound,  though  dan^ 
gerousj  was  not  mortal.  The  Atkins's, 
Extremely  alarmed  on  his  account,  took 
iiim  to  their  own  houfe,  and  attended 
Urn  with  all  poflfibie  care.  They  wifhed 
to  inform  his  friends  of  his  fituation : 
tut  this  he  pofitively  refufed,  aflerting 
fcc  would  not  have  the  duel  known  for 
Very  particular  reafons  ;  and  finding  he 
pew  gradually  better,  they  affented, 
tbough  unwillingly* 


(JHAP. 
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CHAP.      XI. 

MR.  Conway  rofc  early  in  the  mom- 
ingi  and  fending  a  meflage  to  our  hctOf 
he  joined  him  inftantly  in  the  gardcDi 
and  thinking  it  right  to  fpeak  firft,  be 
began  in  the  following  manner. 

**  After  what  I  accidentally  overheard 
laft  night,  Mr.  Conway,  it  would  be  af- 
feftation  in  me  to  pretend  ignorance: 
but  when  I  tell  you  my  real  name  is 
Thornborough,  and  that  I  am  well  ac- 
quainted with  your  family,  I  think  J^ 
will  not  doubt  my  honour  when  I  de- 
clare, I  will  never  make  an  unfair  ufe 
of  the  knowledge  I  have  gained/* 

„  « Thornborough!'' 
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"  Thornborough  V*  repeated  Wcnt- 
nh,  with  the  utmoft  aftonilhment. 
Are  you  really  Mr.  Thornborough  of 
rkfliire  ?  Whom  then  have  I  wound- 
?  A  man  innocent  of  the  charge ;  and 
nild  he  die^  my  impetuoficy  has  for 
er  robbed  me  of  my  peace !  Why 
1 1  not  believe  his  affertions  ?  Alas, 
I  your  intelligence  has  (hewn  me  the 
ly,  as  well  as  the  crime,  of  duelling, 
d  is  a  fatal  proof  that,  when  blinded, 
1  was,  by  paflion,  we  rufli  unguardedly 
i  deftruftion/' 

'*The  man  whom  you  wounded,'* 
plied     Mr.    Thornborough    calmly, 

was,  indeed,  innocent  of  the  of- 
nce  you  imputed  to  him ;  but  he 
as  guilty  of  deceit  and  treachery  in 

the 
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the  higheft  degree ;  and  it  is  the  juf- 
tice  of  Heaven  which  has  overtakea 
hini«      His  name    is    really   the  one 
which  I  now  bear^  and  by  which  onlf 
you  knew  me.     We  changed  names  in 
a  frolic^  that^  but  for  a  fortunate  dif- 
covery,   might  have  ended  fatally  for 
my   happinefs*     I  then  re-aflumed  mf 
own ;  but  from  a  ridiculous   point  of 
delicacy   to    charadlers   unworthy  fuch 
confideration,   and   an   apprehenlion  I 
ought  to  be  above,   when  I   met  Mr. 
Harrifon     yefterday,     who     had   only 
known  me  as  Godfrey,  I  fufFcred  him 
to    continue    in   his   miftake,  and  in- 
troduce me    as    fuch    to  this   family* 
The  particulars  of  thefe  events  I  will 
give    you  and    them  at    large,  when 
we  meet    at    breakfaft :    but   1«  mc 

hadcfl 
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I  to  relieve  your  mind  from  all 
ty  with  refpcft  to  the  child  :  it  is 
fe^  but.under  the  immediate  eye  of 
wn  houfekeeper,  who  is  a  very, 
y  woman :  and  the  laft  accounts  I 
rom  her  were  fuch  as  mud  afford 
itis&£tion.  But  as  it  is  well  taken 
if,  permit  me  to  fay,  you  had  better 
remain  where  it  now  is  for  fome 
this  will  make  mifs  Southill  eafy, 
ou  will  be  fpared  the  trouble  of 
g  a  proper  fituation/' 

thank  you  moft  fincerely,"  re- 
.  young  Conway,  ^^  for  your  hu- 
j  and  attention  ;  and,  relieved  aa 
ind  now  is  by  this  alTurance,  I  will 
:itly  follow  your  advice.  The 
pal  uneafmefs  I  felt,  was  at  the 
«•  III.  I  idea 
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idea  of  its  being  abandoned  by  both  its 
parents^  and  perhaps  ^xpofed  to  unceaf- 
ihg  calamity ;  but^  fecured  from  this  ap- 
•  prehenfion^  I  am  now  fedfy.     As  to  your 
hint  refpeftiilg  ihifs  Southill^  t  do  not 
wiih  to  add  to  htr  regms>  and  lliail  re- 
joice in  any  circumllbhce  thdt  ^iVL  IdS^ 
them ;  but  neirer,  never  will  I  Vo#  U 
the  altar  to  love  and  hbiidut  a  woman 
whofe  deceit  and  barbarity  have  eicited 
my  contempt  and  averlion.    Perh^ps^ 
fifj  you  may  think  I  am  a£httttd  lyf 
other  motives  to  defpife  her;  but  you  arc 
in  an  error :  faulty  as  her  condufk  was 
in  one  refped,  it  was  nothing  to  this* 
Though  the  world  might  not  have  for- 
given the  firft)  I  fhould ;  and  it  was  as 
much  my  intention  as  it  was  my  duty, 
to  make  her  every  atonement  in  my 

power. 
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K)wcr. But  that  is  all  at  an  end  : 

I  will  give  her  half  my  fortune  if  flie  re- 
^rcs  it,  but  I  will  never  marry  her; 
auid  upon  the  child  I  will  make  fuch  a 
fittlement  as  will  fecure  it  all  the  com- 
fets  of  life,  even  (hould  I  make  another 
wmeftiton,  which  at  prefent  I  feel  lit- 
^  inclined  to  believe  poffible.*' 

Here  he  (topped,  being  too  much  agi- 
lacd  to  proceed  :  after  a  few  minutes, 
i«¥cver,  he  again  addrefled  our  hero, 
and  begged  to  know  who  this  Godfrey 
iras,  and  how  he  came  ftill  to  affume  his 
iuune. 

«*  That,"  replied  he,  «  I  mean  to  in- 

ttftigate;  and,  if  I  hear  he  is  likely  to 

lioover,  will  go  myfelf tohim,  and  learn 

1 2  his 
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his  motive:  he  is  already  fufficientit 
puni(hed  ;  perhaps  he  may  now  fee  hs 
errors,  and  reform/' 

Mr.  Conway  then  related  all  the  par- 
ticulars  refpedbg  his  attachment  to 
Arabella,  which  have  been  mentioned ; 
and  concluded  by  laying,  if  our  heio 
would  accompany  him  to  Dunftable  after 
breakfaft,  where  he  thought  by  that 
time  his  fervant  was  arrived,  they  might 
learn  the  true  ftate  of  Godfrey's  health, 
and  proceed  accordingly. 

Mr.  Thornborough  confented,  and 
then,  in  return  for  his  confidence,  gave 
him  the  particulars  of  his  acquaintance 
with  his  deceitful  friend,  and  the  whole 
of  his  condud;  and  Mr.  Conway  j<uned 

in 
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his  opinion,  that,  for  the  fake   of  his 
m  charafler,  and  thofe  who  might  in 
ture  be  mifled  by  the  error,  he  ought 
once  to  confefs  the  whole. 

The  breakfaft-bell  now  ringing,  ti.cy 
^Iked  back  to  the  houfc,  mu.ually 
leafed  with  each  other ;  and  our  he;  o 
fetcrmined,  when  the  morning's  rep.i(l: 
^  ended,  to  acknowledge  the  name  of 
[*hornborough,  and  avow  the  motives 
'hich  had  hitherto  prompted  his  con- 
diment. They  found  all  the  company 
ffetnbled  in  the  parlour,  except  Ara- 
^Ua,  Harriet,  and  Mary-Anne,  who 
vcre  too  ill,  from  the  confufion  of  the 
preceding  night,  to  join  the  party. 

When   the  ufual    compliments    had 
I  3  been 
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been  paid  and  received,  '^  I  am  fGny," 
Add  Mr.  Raymond  with  bis  ufual  fdem- 
nity,  *'  to  hear  the  young  ladies  are 
indifpofed.  Pray,  madam,  if  I  may 
take  the  liberty  of  aiking,  what  was  the 
Teal  caufe  of  the  violent  uproar,  which 
reached  even  my  apartment  ?^' 

"  Why,  fir,*'  returned  Mrs.  Southill> 
extremely  unwilling  to  own  the  truthj^ 
left  it  flioiild  leiTcn  his  good  opinion  of 
Harriet,  "  you  muft  know  Arabella  was 
very  ill,  and  Harriet  coming  to  my  room 
to  fetch  feme  drops,  was  frighted  by 
fomething  in  the  gallery,  and  fcreaming 
out  terrified  Mary-Anne,  who  was  with 
her,  into  fits :  and  fo,  fir,  the  houfe  you 
fee  was  alarmed ;  but  that  was  all,  I  af- 
furc  you.'* 

«Umphr 
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Umph  !"  cried  he.  "  I  am  forry 
:hc  young  lady,  indeed ;  vaftly 
;"  fmiling  at  the  fame  time  at  Mr. 
ifon,  who,  unfortunately  for  Mrs. 
hill's  veracity,  had  told  him  as 
h  of  the  truth  as  he  knew  himfelf, 
that  being  enough  to  convince  him 
had  intended  to  frighten  fomebody, 
ilt  a  little  terrified  left  he  (hould  be 
icxt  vidiim,  and  determined  to  leave 
houfe  that  very  morning;  having 
ved,  at  all  events,  not  to  pay  his  ad- 
es  to  mifs  Harriet,  not  being  furc 
luch  a  frolickfome young  lady  might 
rive  to  (hew  him  in  the  glafs  a  tall 
;re  figure,  with  a  wide  mouth  and  a 
ipair  of  horns ;  and  this,  whether  a 
e  conjured  up  by  the  force  of  ima- 
tion,  a  difembodied  fpirit,  or  the 
I  4  real 
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real  reprefentation  of  a  corporeal  beingf 
ivould  have  been  equally  difagreeable  to 
him  :  however^  he  faid  not  a  word  of  his 
intention  at  prefent,  referving  that  and 
fome  of  his  reafons  for  a  t£te-i*t£tc  with 
Mrs.  SouthilK 


CHAP. 
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CHAP,       XII. 

"^^Z  HEN  the  tea  things  were  re- 
moved, Mr.  Conway  defired  Mr.  South-r 
ill  to  know  that  gentleman  (pointing 
to  our  hero)  in  future  by  the  name  of 
Thornborough.  Surprife  was  vifible. 
in  every  countenance;  but  Mr.  Harri- 
{on.  could  fcarcely  believe  his  fenfes, 

<*  Thornborough  !"  cried  he.  ''  Why 
then  I  fuppofe  you  arc  that  gentleman's 
brother,  who  was  with  you  at  B ?'* 


'<  No/'  repUed  he;  ''but  I  will   in- 


15 
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ftantly  explain  the  apparent  myftcry  of 
my  condudt^  if  you  will  Uilen  to  me.** 

The  whole  company  ware  very  wil- 
ling to  hear  the  (lory  ;  but  none  more  fa 
than  Harrifon^  who  &t  in  mute  aftonifli- 
ment  wbilft  our  hero  related  the  events 

which  had  happened  at  B ,  and  his 

reafons  for  not  fulfilling  his  promife  to 
the  Wildings,  which  all  prefent  thought 
fufficiently  juftifiable* 

When  he  bad  concluded,  Harrifoa 
(hook  him  by  the  hand,  and  declared  he 
was  very  glad  he  had  the  eftate  inftead 
of  the  other;  and  added  in  a  low  voice,. 
"  Mifs  Barrymore  was  certamly  a  witch 
when  (he  gave  you  fo  evidently  the  pre- 

ference/* 

Our 
6 
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Our  hem  iigbcd  at  the  mention  of  a 
ime  fo  dear  to  him ;   and  the  company 
rocceding  to  declare  their  various  opi- 
ons  on  the  fubjeft,  he  took  mifs  Delo* 
ine's  hand,  and  faid  this  difcovery  was 
)w  become  more  eflential,  as  he  had 
fierday  the  happixiefs  of  finding  in  that 
wtog  lady  a  relation,  to  whom  he  was 
fcre  a  ftranger,  but  whom  it  would 
w  be  ever  his  pride  and  pleafure  to  ac- 
owledge.  Then  turning  to  Mrs,  Med- 
y,  in  a  lower  voice,  he  thanked  her 
her  pad  kindnefs  to  his  coufin ;  add- 
[,  it  was  now  become  his  duty  to 
low  on  her  that  independence  which,. 
I  his  mother  lived,  (he  would  have 
n  entitled  to ;  but  that  he  hoped  (he 
uld  continue  for  the  prefent  to  afford 
that    countenance    and   protcftioa 
I  d  which? 
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which  his  fituadon  prevented  him  fimn 
offering. 

Mrs.  Medway's  countenance^  which 
had  before  been  clouded^  now  bright* 
ened  up :  (he  made  vail  encomiums  on 
her  young  charge^  and  fo  highly  extolled 
his  intended  generofity,  he  was  obliged 
to  go  to  the  other  fide  of  the  table.  He 
had  fince  his  intercourfc  with  the  world 
gained  feme  experience,  and  juftly  fup- 
pofed  mifs  Deloraine's  independence 
would  fecure  to  her  better  treatment  from 
Mrs.  Medway ;  from  whom  however  he 
determined  to  remove  her,  whenever  he 
could  find  a  better  fituation;  fenfible 
that  her  vulgarity  and  ill  breeding  ren- 
dered her  a  very  ineligible  companion 

for 
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young  perfon  juft  entering  into 


he  inftant  our  hero  ended  his  rela- 
Sufan  Southill  ran  up  flairs  to  ac- 
at  her  three  fillers,  who  were  break- 
Jg  together,  with  this  flrangc  event, 
Delia  was  now  no  longer  at  a  lofs  to 
i  the  meaning  of  our  hero's  fpeech 
Ir,  Conway  i  but,  (hocked  at  the  idea 
•eing  difcovered  by  a  ftranger,  (he 
i  into  tears,  and  retired  to  her  own 
tment,  .  fretfully     refufing    Mary- 
ic's  offered  afEftance ;  and  the  other 
I  continued  to  chat  over  the  occur- 
:cs  of  the  laft  two  days.    Harriet  and 
7-Anne    had    been  fo  thoroughly 
ified  the    night  before,    they   were 
c  cured  of  their  propenfity  for  fro- 
lics^ 
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kind* 

|n  the  maitt  tifiift  Itff,  itfiRRpsid  #^ 
firing  a  priyate  yidip^cy  ^fic|i  Mrs^ 
Sau;I^It^  fc((;|ggp4  9i(:  w<3K|U)  not  t|)^ 
Wm  guilty  c»f  ^  k^p^d^  of  4efxv:u|n  fa 
talpng  &  abrpp(  ^  l|^7e;  bvit  tfaar^  hop- 
ing atcered  his  iateacipixs  with  refpeft  ta 
mifs  Harri^ti  he  thought  it  W4s  die  bed 
method  he  could  t^kev 

«'  And  pray,  fir,'*  demanded  the  angry 
mother,  ^^  why  have  ypp  altered  youF 
intentions  ?  I  fhould  be  glad  to  know 
your  motives.** 

'^  It  is  not  at  all  neceflary  for  mc, 
B^adam^  to  explain  my  reafons ;  let  it, 

fu£ce^ 
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ice,  enough  of  the  tranfafty.ns  of  laft 
lit  have  uanfpired,  to  deter  me  from 
farther  thoughts  of  a    cocoedioa 
ii  this  family." 

'  What,  fir  f  do  you  dare  fay  mj 
ghter  has  acted  in  any  way  unbecom.* 
the  dignity  of  vinue  ?" 

^  I  dare  fay  nothing,  madam  :  £ir  be 
om  me  to  wifti  to  afpcrfe  the  young, 
^'s  charafter :  I  only  repeat,  it  will 
fuit  me  to  continue  at  Southill 
►ve,  with  a  view  of  courting  mife 
rriet ;  and  I  fliall,  therefore,  take  my 
'e  this  morning,  wifhing  you  all  pof^ 
c  happincfs." 

ic  then  quitted  the  room,^  and  Mrs^ 

Southill, 
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Soutliill,  in  the  utmoft  diTmayj  went  in 
(earch  of  her  huflNmd^  whom,  however^ 
flie  could  not  find* 

During  this  conference,  Mr.  Con- 
way Tent  a  meflkgc  to  Arabella,  and  wis 
admitted  to  the  dreffing-room.  After 
enquiring  for  her  health,  with  a  cold* 
ncfs  (he  was  unaccuftomed  to,  he  began 
by  telling  her,  what  (he  knew  befoce, 
that  it  was  Mr.  Thomborough  who  had. 
heard  their  converfation;  and  then  con- 
tinued : 

**  Sorry  as  I  am  to  hurt  your  feelings, 

I  muft  again  repeat,  we  meet  now  for 

e  lad  time :  the  reafon  for  this  I  told 

u  laft  night*    Were  I  to  marry  you, 

■  .hould  be  the  moft  miferable  wretch 

on. 
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I  earth,  from  an  entire  want  of  confi- 
nice  in  you,  which  your  paft  conduft, 
am  forry  to  add,  too  well  juftifies :  nor 
)uld  I  with   thefe   fentiments   render 
ou  more  happy.     Make  what  demand 
tt  my  fortune  you  think  proper,  and  I 
ill  gladly  comply  with  it :  depend  alfo 
n  my  providing  handfomely  for  that 
ttle  unfortunate  being  you  fo  cruelly 
rfcrted  :  but  Mr.  Thornborough  has 
•ken  care  of  it.     Yet,  do  not  think, 
rabella,  though  I  would  fcorn  even  to 
ive  the  world  the  moft  diftant  reafon 
>  guefs  the   caufe   of  our   feparation, 
Ut  I  will,  from  your  own  family,  bear 
^ftigma  of  undeferved  reproach.  Your 
^me  was  as  dear  to  me  as  my  own,  till  you 
>rfeited  my  affections  by  your  inhuma- 
ity:  but  it  (hall  ftill  be  facred;  only 

CO 
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to  your  father  (and  to  him  I  muft»  for 
my  own  fake)  will  I  reveal  the  truth.** 

She  had  hitherto  liftened  to  him  with 
tplerable  compofure ;  but  now  (he  burft 
forth  into  the  bi^tereft  reproaches,  which 
had  i(i  them  (o  much  more  of  rcfeat* 
meat  than  tendernefs^^  t)iat  it  only  fenred 
to  confirm  hiq;i  in  his  piirpofe:  but 
leaving  her  in  hafle,  left  hisi  heart  (hould 
relent,  he  went  to  Mr.  Sout^iillj  and  tcll^ 
:  ng  him  he  was  going  away  that  morn? 
ing,  defired  to  fpeak  witl^  him  in  bis 
ftudy, 

Mr.  Southill  was  flruck  with  his  agi- 
tation^  though  far  from  gueffing  the 
caufe;  but  when  he  informed  him  of 
the  whole  ftory,  of  his  intention  of  leav- 
ing 
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iQg  the  Grove^  and  his  reafons,  the  poor 
nuQ  was  ftupifxed  with  grief  and  horror. 
He  had  not  before  entertained  an  idea  of 
ihedifhonour  of  his  child ;  and  the  ap- 
pthenfions  of  what  (he  would  fuffcr, 
whpn  acquainted  with  his  intentions^ 
«i4ed  to  his  own  feelings.  Yet^  though 
vough  and  unpolilhed^  he  had  a  good 
underftanding,  and  was  perfectly  fen- 
flrfcof  the  juftice  and  propriety  of  Mr. 
Cqaway's  behaviour^  whilft  he  lamented 
^confequences  of  his  own  folly  and  im- 
>rudencc.  He  very  generoufly  dif- 
kimed  all  his  offers  refpedting  his  for- 
^ne^  declaring  nothing  could  atone  for 
Jc  auguifti  he  felt ;  yet  he  muft  allow 
Ir.  Conway's  reafons  were  juftifiable. 

They  converfcd  on  this  fubjeft  for 
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fome  time  longer,  and  then  parted. 
Wentworth,  without  feeing  any  other 
part  of  the  family,  ordered  his  horfe,  and 
was  joined  by  our  hero,  who  had  been 
employed  in  taking  leave  of  the  ladies, 
and  they  fet  out  tc^ether  for  Dunfbble. 
Mr.  Southill  had  been  too  much  a^tatcd 
by  his  late  converfation  to  fee  the  latter, 
butfent  his  ezcufes. 

Mr.  Harrifon  was  no  fooner  informed 
of  their  departure,  than  he  determined 
to  follow,  and  go  on  dircftly  for  B— — , 
]>romi(ing  however  his  fiaur  Sufanna  to 
return  in  a  (hort  time.  Mr.  Raymond 
was  already  gone ;  and  the  family  at 
Southill  Grove,  thus  deferted,  felt  the 
contrail  of  the  preceding  day  very  fe- 
vcrely.     Several  of  them  were  involved 

in 
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cp  affliftion,  fome  perplexed  and 
difconcerted,  two  only  well  pleafed 
elighted.  In  the  firft  clafs  wemay  rec- 
^r.  and  Mrs.  Southill  and  Arabella: 
jfecond,  Mrs.  Medway  and  Harriet;      ' 
)rmer  not  knowing  whether  her  ava- 
was  moft  gratified  in  the  affurance 
sing  relieved  from  an  incumbrance, 
:r  pride  moft  hurt  at'lofing  a  depen- 
,  on   whom  (he  could  vent  all  her 
;n  and   ill-humour :    and    Harriet, 
igh  (he  always  difliked   Mr.  Ray- 
id,  and  was  difgufted  with  his  attcn- 
5,  was  yet  mortified  that  be  (hould 
e  her  from  fo  flight  a  caufe.     But 
m  had  real  reafon  to  rejoice :  Mr. 
rrifon  had   in  a    moft  unequivocal 
mer  offered  her   his  hand  and  for- 
c,  and  aflTured  her  of  his  fpeedy  re- 
turn;^ 
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turn :  and  Kitty  Deloniinc  felt  tfi*i  tlt- 
moft  gratitude  to  HbaVen,  For  tb^  prtt* 
fpta  (be  now  eiij6j«d  df  a  itikirefiioi&af 
ftite  of  d(cpebdah<re)  ^^^ei&gly  idtfi^ile 
fb  an  ihgentUMis  mind.  ]M^-Aflh6^s 
good  {jpixiit  foon  conqufercd  faer  iMin 
andregrets:  butFanhfandBetfyitfaetim 
youngeft  giiis,  were  the  only  pare  of  the 
family  whofe  minds  remained  in  ex»fUy 
the  fame  ftate  they  had  been  in  for  feme 
time  pafl. 
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VOL.     IV. 


There,  to  the  fympathetic  heart 

Life's  bed  delights  belong  ; 
To  mitigate  the  mourner's  fmarf. 

To  guarJ  the  weak  from  wrong. 
Ye  fons  of  luxury,  be  wile  ; 
Know,  happinefs  for  ever  flies 

The  cold  and  folitary  bread  ; 
Then  let  the  focial  inftind  glow, 
And  learn  to  feel  another's  woe, 

And  in  his  joy  be  bleft. 
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CHAP.      I. 


"When  Mr.  Conway  and  our 
hero  were  about  half  way  to  Dunftable, 
they  were  overtaken  by  Mr.  Harrifon, 
t^ho,  galloping  up  to  them,  defired  he 
might  accompany  them  as  far  as  their 
road  lay  the  fame  way.  They  confenied, 
and  telling  him  N  was  the  place 

of    their   deflination,    he    replied    he 
was  very  glad  of  it,  as  he  fliould  have 
Vol.  IV.  B  the. 
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the  pleafure  of  attendbg  them  u  fiir 
as  B . 

When  they  arrived  at  Dunftable,  and 
alighted  at  the  inn,  Mr,  Conway  en- 
quired if  his  fervant  was  there:  the 
waiter  anfwered  in  the  affirmative^  but 
that  he  was  juft  carried  to  bed,  and  a 
furgeon  attending  him,  for  fbme  violent 
bruiles  he  had  got  in  fighting. 

**  With  whom,  pray,  has  he  been 
fighting?'*  demanded  his  mafter. 

«*  With  another  fervant,  fir,  who  came 
here  yefterday  in  a  phaeton/' 

*'  That  muft  be  mine,"  cried  our 
hero.  "  Order  the  fellow  in." 

Poor 
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Poor  Philip  entered  the  room  with 
head  bound  up ;  but  when  he  faw 
mafter,  his  joy  was  fo  unbounded^ 
It  all  Mr.  Thomborough's  intended 
>roof8  were  converted  into  gratitude ; 
i  he  afked  him,  in  the  mildeft  tone, 
^t  could  induce  him  to  fight  with  a 
anger. 

•*  God  blcfs  your  honour,"  cried  the 
an,  "  I  am  fo  glad  to  fee  you  alive  and 
:ll,  that  I  am  out  of  my  wits  almoft/' 

**  I  believe  you  are  quite,"  replied 
ir  hero,  **  by  your  exclamation :  I  have 
ccn  in  no  danger  of  any  kind.  What 
oyou  mean  ?  and  why  have  you  fought  ?'* 

"  I  will  tell   your  honour  the  whole 

uih,'*criedtheman  eagerly.  "I  camehere 

B  a  ycfterday 
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ydlerday  to  wait  for  you;  but,  fomc  how 
or  other,  my  mind  mifgave  me  about 
your  going  away  acrofe  the  coujstr)';  aa*S^ 
fomehow  I  did  not  know  but  there  migd^ 
be  a  fometliing  the  matter^  thii  I  wcr^ 
ignorant  of;  and  fo  this  morning  conic* 
Yquire  Conway's  fervanti  with  liis  fioric 
all  in  a  foam,  to  wait,  as  he  faid,  for  fiis 
matter.  So  as  we  were  drinking  together, 
1  alked  him  what  made  him  come  infudi 
a  hurry  :  and  he  told  me>  but  as  a  grcit 
fecret,  the  j^oung  Tquire  had  been  figfjc- 
ingwich  one  of  the  greatell  viliains  upoa 
earth;  and  that  he  thought  he  had  killed 
him,  fo  went  off  himfelf,   leaving  hi^r 
Samuel,  to  fee  to  bis  wounds,  and  thca 
meet  him  here.     So  he  laid  he  was  come 
to  tell  his  mafter  that  his  wounds  were 
not    mortal,    though    very    dangerous. 

Upon 


i 
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Ml  this  I  afked  him  who  this  villain 
;  and  when  he  faid  Mr.  Thorn- 
mgh,  I  thought  I  could  have  killed 

too.     I  told  him  'twas  a  lie,  and 
prove  it ;  that  Mr.  Thorn  borough 

my  mailer^  and  one  of  the  bed 
tlemen  in  the  kingdom  ;  and  that,  if 
lied,  Mn  Conway  (hould  be  hanged  : 
fo,  fir,  to  cut  a  long  (lory  fhort, 
had  a  regular  boxing  m^tch,^nd  I 
the  viftory  ;  though  to  be  fure  I  ant^ 
.  drubbed  myfelf." 

)ur  hero  fmiled  at  this  curious  ha- 
pie,  and  then  afked  how  he  could 
b  fimple  as  to  fuppofe  he  was  killed, 
:n  he  had  left  him  only  the  day  be- 


B  3  *^  Why^ 
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**  Why^fir,**  replied  be,  <•  I  did  att 

know  when  or  where  &i8  duel  happened ; 
fo  I  could  not  tell  but  it  might  be  true : 
iH^^Khrver^  thank  God^Inow  fee  k  lis  tt  lie.'' 

<  -Mr.'Harrifon  then^  at  their  requcft, 
e:itplained  the  circnmftancesi  to  ^Jritti^ 
wiiilft  our  hero  and  his  irieod  ^lent.tip 
to  fee  Samuel,  whom-  they  fbuod  indeed 
in  a  mifcrable  pTight. .  His  mafter  told 
him  he  deferved  the  puniihrnent  hifi 
met  wich^  for  his  imprudence  and  foUy; 
firft  in  revealing  to  a  Granger  what 
ought  to  have  been  an  abfolutc  fecret ; 
and  next  in  traducing  a  charafter  of 
which  he  knew  nothing,  except  what 
had  cfcaped  from  him  in  the  height 
of  rage  and  refentment,  and  which  con- 

fequently 
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jucntly  ought  neither  to  have  been  dc- 
uded  on  or  repeated. 

The  poor  fellow  replied,  he  was  now 
Ty  fenfible  of  his  fault,  and  forry  for  it. 
!r.  Conway  then  tc^d  him  the  wounded 
an*s  real  name  was  Godfrey,  to  pre- 
Jnt  any  future  blunders ;   and  that  he 

IS  going  to  N with  the  gentleman 

)w  prefent,  who  was  Mr.  Thornbo- 
»ugh :  and  then  bidding  him  take  care 
'  himfelf,  told  him,  when  he  was  able, 
'  go  to  his  feat  in  Buckinghamlhire, 
id  remain  there  till  he  heard  from  him.. 

The  next  morning,  our  hero  having 
evioufly  offered  Wentworth  a  place  in 
5  phaeton,  they  fet  off  with  Mr.  Har- 
on  on  horfeback,  and  attended  by  his 
B4  fervanc 
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fervant  End  Philip.  They  left  din  gen- 
tleman at  B— ,and  proceeding  toN— , 
alighted  at  the  inn ;  and,  fending  a  mef- 
frge  to  Mr.  Atkins,  learned  Godfrey  was 
better,  though  (till  very  weak  and  low. 
After  taking  fome  reftdhment,  they 
went  to  the  houfe,  and^  enqtnringfor 
Mrs.  Atkins,  were  (hewn  into  the  par* 
lour,  and  (he  came  down.  Mr.  Con- 
way^s  perfon  (he  infbmdy  recoUeded; 
but  our  hero  was  to  her  a  ftrai^er.  Dis- 
regarding however  his  prefence,  (he  ex- 
preiTed  herfelf  with  much  violence  on 
the  condudt  of  the  former,  and  wondered 
how  he  had  the  afliirance  to  come  there 
again,after  almoft  killing  fo  good  a  young 
gentleman.  Here  -Mr,  Thornborough 
interrupted  her— 

"  When 
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**  When  you  know  all  the  circum- 
QceSy  madam,  you  mud  acquit  Mr. 
(nway.  At  prefent  we  wi(b  to  fee 
ur  patient :  but  left  he  (hould,  in  bis 
ak  ftate,  be  too  much  furprifed  at  my 
pcarance,  be  fo  good  as  to  inform  him 
U  Mr.  Thornborough  defires  to  have 
hort  converfation  with  him/' 

'*  Mr.  Thornborough  !*'  exclaimed 
rs.  Atkins,  with  much  fatisfaftion  in 
•  countenance  ;  **  blefs  my  foul,  I  am 
7  glad  of  it.  I  fuppofe,  fir,  you  are  his 
)ther,  or  fome  ways  akin  to  him.  I 
affure  you  I  wanted  to  fend  to  his  re- 
ons,  but  he  never  would  let  me  :  but 
iced,  fir,  he  has  wanted  no  care  we 
lid  take.** 

B  5  '*  I  be- 
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*<  I  beliere  you,  indeed^  madam,**  re>> 
turned  our  hero:  aad,  much  pleafed  widi 
the  opennefs  of  her  manner»  he  thought 
it  would  be  beft  to  inform  her  at  once  of 
her  miftake ;  and  continued—**  Pemut 
me,  madam,  to  afk  (nor  think  I  am 
prompted  by  impertinent  curiofity),  on 
what  footing  is  the  gendeman  in  your 
family,  and  what  pretenfions  has  he  made? 
Your  candid  anfwer  to  this  enquiry  will 
oblige  me ;  and  in  return  I  will  give  you 
fuch  information,  as,  though  probably  it 
will  not  pleafe  you,  yet  is  what  you  ought 
to  know/' 

Mrs.  Atkins  coloured,  and  replied, 
**  I  am  fure,  fir,  if  you  arc  his  relation, 
you  have  a  right  to  hear  all  I  can  tell 
you.    He  faw  my  niece  at  an  aflembly 

at 
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tt  B  ■     ^  when  he  was  a  courting  mifs 

Wilding,  and  he  fell  in  love  with  her : 

^d  as  foon  as  t'other  match  was  broke  ofl> 

"C  came  here :   and  my  hu(band,  to  be 

"^rc,  made  no  oppofition,  becaufe  he 

bought  it  would  be  a  fine  thing  for 

N'ancy,  hearing  a  very  good  charafter  of 

*e  gentleman.     But  fo  far  I  muft  take 

'^pon  me  to  fay,  Nancy  Will  have  a  very 

Bood  fortune  of  her  own,  fo  there  isn't 

^vich    a    great    difproportion    between 

«  r  am,  indeed,"  returned  our  hero, 
^*  truly  concerned  to  be  under  the  nc- 
ccffity  of  diflipating  the  golden  dreams 
fou  have  formed,  and  of  deftroying 
your  good  opinion  of  a  man  who  is  ut- 
^riy  unworthy  of  it,  who  has  deceived 
E  6  you 
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you  with  refpeA  to  bis  fortune ;  as  he  U 
not  worth  a  fliilling  in  the  world/' 


**  I  beg  your  pardon,"  cried  Mrs. 
Atkins,  nodding  her  head  with  an  air  of 
fagacity ;  "  that  won't  dd ;  1  know  a 
trick  worth  two  of  that.  My  hulband 
is  n't  fuch  a  fool :  he  wrote  about  it  into 
BerkOiire,'  and  heard  that  it  was  all 
true." 

Here  Mr.  Conway,  whofe  patience 
was  exhaufled,  interrupted  her  hafUly— 
'*  And  I  beg  your  pardon,  madam,  but 
you  arc  in  a  miftakc :  the  perfon  I  wound- 
ed, and  who  is  now  in  your  houfe,  is  an 
impoftor :  this  is  the  real  Mr.  Thornbo- 
rough,  whofe  name  he  has  infamouily  af- 
fumed ;  and  that  was  the  caufe  of  our 

duel: 
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^^tl:  and  I  fancy,  madam,  if  you  will 
introduce  us,  he  will  not  deny  the 
charge/' 

This  aflurance  was  fo  convincing  a 
proof  of  the  reality  of  this  affertion,  that 
Mrs.  Atkins  could  no  longer  refufe  her 
belief.  She  turned  pale,  and  exclaimed^ 
"  Oh  !  my  poor  Nancy  !*' 

Our  hero  was  himfelf  affefted  :  he 
took  her  hand,  and  requefting  her  to  be 
compofed,  faid,  **  Confider,  my  dear 
madam,  how  much  better  it  is  this 
difcovery  (hould  take  place  now,  than 
when  your  niece  had  thrown  herfelf  and 
her  fortune  away  upon  fo  praftifed  a  de- 
ceiver :  he  has  injured  me  already,  1 
fear^  beyond  the  power  of  atonement ; 

but 
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but  as  it  was  partly  ray  own  fkiV  ^ 
muft  abide  by  the  confequcaccs :  it  hS^ 
however  be  my  earned  endeavour  ih»* 
no  one  elfe  fuffers  by  his  an  in  the  fam^ 
manoer." 


"  To  be  furc/'  cried  Mn.  AAioV 
hardly  able  to  fpeak,  "  he  is  a  vitlaiB 
indeed  :  but,  unlefs  you  widi  to  kill  him- 
quite,   pray,  fir,  do  not  infift  upon  fcc^ 
ing  him  to-day;  he  is  lb  very  ill, chat: 
any  increafe    of  fever   might  be  &tal 
to  him,  the  doftor  fays  :  and  furely  ^^ 
find   out  he  is  difcovered,  and  all  his 
fchemes  knocked  on  the  head  as  it  were, 
muft  be  very  bad  for  him  juft  now ;  and* 
ill  as  he  has  ufed  us,  I  don't  wifh  forbi* 
death,  but  that   he  may  hvc  and  r^' 
pent/* 

The 
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"he  gentlemen  were  both  charmed 
I  the  mild  fpirit  of  forgivenefs  (he 
iayed  in  her  prefent  condud ;  and 
hero  replied : 

I  (hould  be  unworthy  of  thoft  blef- 
:s  which  fortune  has  conferred  on  me^ 
did  not  follow  fo  noble,  fo  worthy 
example.  Let  the  fame  care  be  con- 
led  in  every  refpedt,  and  1  will  be 
verable  for  every  other  expence,as 
I  as  thofe  which  yourfclf  and  Mr. 
.ins  have  incurred;  and  we  will  wait 
r  leifure  :  when  you  have  broke  the 
ir  to  him  in  part,  kt  us  know.  But 
not  fuffer  your  partiality  to  go  fo  far 
:o  continue  mifs  Webfter  as  his  at- 
dant ;  (he  may  be  already  too  much 
ched  to  him  :  it  mud  be  your  endea- 
vour 
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vour  to  wean  her  from  it;  as  I  ^ain 
repeat^  his  want  of  fortune  is  the  flight- 
eft  objection  that  can  be  made  to  him ; 
but  his  want  of  principle  nothing  can 
atone  for/' 

They  now  took  leave^  feeing  (he  was 
greatly  diftrefled^  and  returned  to  the 
inn. 

Mrs.  Atkins  waited  impatiently  for 
her  hu(band's  return,  to  impart  the  mat- 
ter to  him,  and  hear  what  he  advifed ; 
but  to  keep  it  from  mifs  Webfter  in  the 
mean  time,  was  impoffible :  flie  found 
from  her  aunt's  agitation  fomething  had 
happened  ;  and  urged  her  fo  ftrenuoufly 
to  let  her  know,  that  (he  could  not  re- 
fufe. 

Nancy 
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Nancy  at  firft  treated  it  as  an  idle  tale ; 
^  when  convinced  of  the  truth,  (he 
^t  cxceffivcly :  but  having  naturally 
Ibx)ng  mindy  after  having  given  vent 
ber  emotions^  (he  flarted  up^  threw 
r  arms  about  her  aunt's  neck^  and  ex- 
timed^  ''  Thank  God  I  am  not  his 
c."  Then  falling  on  her  knees,  (he 
ife(red  he  had  ufed  fo  many  entrea- 
>  to  perfuade  her  to  elope  with  him 
Scotland,  that  (he  had  at  laft  confent* 
;  and  the  day  was  fixed,  when  the 
A  put  it  out  of  their  power  to  accom* 
h  the  deflgn. 

'  I  am  now,*'  cried  (he,  ^^  convinced 
vhat  I  have  often  heard,  that  young 
nen  (hould  never  lillen  to  thofe  pro- 
ds which  require  concealment  from 

their. 
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their  more  experienced  friends ;  and  his 
infifling  on  this  meafure  is  a  ftronger 
proof  than  any  that  he  is  an  impoftor. 
What  an  efcape  I  have  had  I 

Mrs.  Atkins  rejoiced  to  fee  her  (b 
compofeds  and  her  hufband  not  re- 
turning that  night  as  flie  expcftedi  -the 
next  morning  her  female  curiofity  could 
no  longer  be  refitted ;  fhe  vifited  her  pa- 
tient>  and  finding  him  much  better  after 
a  refrefhing  lleep,  and  perfeftly  fince 
from  fever^  determined  to  make  (bme 
trial. 

*'  I  am  glad,**  faid  (he,  "  to  fee  you 
fo  pure  well  to-day,  fir;  and  the  more 
fo  as  I  wrote  to  your  friends,  and  expeft 
fome  of  them  either  to-day  or  to-rooD' 

row^ 
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f;  and  (lull  be  proud  for  them  to 
1  you  fo  hearty." 

'You  wrote  to  my  friends  !"  cried  he, 
dly.  "  Good  Heavens,  you  have  un- 
ne  me.**  As  he  fpoke,  his  counte- 
\ct  betrayed  the  mod  violent  agita- 
\,  which  was  enough  to  convince  her 
the  truth ;  and  now  having  gone  fo 
,  (he  knew  not  how  to  recede,  and 
rcfore  went  on. 

'  Why,  to  be  fure,  fir,  *twas  but  a 
igreeable  fort  of  an  affair  to  have 
1  lying  here,  and,  as  it  were,  dying, 
I  none  of  your  own  friends  about  you. 
wever,  this  won't  be  the  cafe  any 
gcr,  for  two  gentlemen  at  the  King's 
ms  have  fent  to  fay  they  are  come.** 

He 
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'.  He  ftartcd  up  in  bed,  and  widi  a  &!• 
rious  afpeft  exclaimed,  ^^  But  I  will 
not  fee  any  gentlemen.  What  do  fDU 
mean,  pray,  by  behaving  fo  diitftly 
contrary  to  my  commands  i^ 

*«  Why,  m  tdl  yoo,  fir,  wiiat  I 
mean,  if  you  will  be  qmet,  and  not 
make  yourfeff  iH.''—- At  this  mometit 
the  door  opened,  the  furgeon  entered, 
who  had  been  by  our  hero  and  his 
friend  previouily  confulted,  and  ac- 
quainted with  the  circumftances,    and 

[  had  given  his  permiffion  for  the  dif- 
covery,  alleging  the  wound  was  almoft 
healed,  and  the  fever  quite  gone, 
though  the  fears  and  humanity  of 
Mrs.   Atkins  had  prevented  her  from 

^  allowing  it ;  and  approaching  the  bed, 

iaidj 
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lid,  in  a  low  voice,  '^  Here  are  two 
;entlemen,  of  the  names  of  Conway  and 
C^hornboroiigh,  who  defire  to  fee  you." 
^nd  tbey  following  immediately,  were 
^t  the  bed-fide  before  he  could  make 
^y  anfwer. 

The  poor  wretch  averted  his  eyes 
from  the  latter,  and  hiding  his  face 
in  the  pillow,  faid,  in  a  faint  voice, 
"  Forgive  me,  and  let  me  die  in 
peace.'' 

**  I  (hould  not  have  thought  of 
dying  indeed,*'  replied  the  furgeon. 
"  Come,  fir,  hold  up  your  head  like  a 
man  :  you  are  in  no  danger." 

"  Godfrey,"  faid  our  hero,   *'  fear 

not 
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not  my  reproaches  at  this  time.  I  am 
not  come  to  alarm  you ;  be  aflured  of 
my  forgivenefsy  if  that  will  in  any  de« 
gree  contribute  to  the  compofure  of  your 
mind.  I  call  upon  you  only  to  refiga 
the  name  you  have  fo  unjuftly  kept^  and 
to  clear  my  friend^  before  proper  wit- 
nefles^  from  any  ill  confequences  that 
may  enfue  from  the  duel ;  fince  you 
well  know,  had  you  not  appeared  in  a 
charaftcr  to  which  you  have  no  right, 
the  quarrel  could  never  have  hap« 
pened." 

Godfrey,  who  had  more  art  than  ef- 
frontery in  his  dirpoficion9  and  was  now 
weakened  by  illnefs,  could  not  fupport 
the  mildnefs  of  this  addrefs,  but  burft 
into  tears. 

«  I  am/ 
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=  I  am/*  faid  he,  "  indeed  a  com* 
c  wretch  to  have  ever  deceived  fo 
Ji  goodnefs :  but,  in  the  prefent  in- 
ice,  though  I  have  ufed  your  name, 
ras  not  defigned  to  your  prejudice, 
:  merely  to  make  my  own  fortune, 
fecuring  the  hand  of  mifs  Webfter/* 

'*And  is  it,"  cried  Mr.  Thornbo- 
igfi,  more  warmly,  *^  no  crime  to 
:civc  an  innocent  young  woman,  to 
aiple  on  all  the  laws  of  hofpitality, 
1  to  make  an  offer  of  marriage  in 
name  of  another,  which,  in  your 
n,  would  have  been  rejeded  with 
m?" 

"  I  fee  it  now,"   replied  Godfrey, 
ntly,  **  in  the  light  you  reprefent  it ; 


<^  Al 

the  hill 
porranc' 
all  the 
you  rclr 
unplcala 
fclf  the  : 
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bf  and  had  a  few  moments  before 
cred  die  chamber,  to  learn  more  of 
4ffm),  he  made  a  clear  and  concifc 
)wal  of  the  fads,  which,  whilft  it 
minated  himfelf  in  the  higheft  de- 
e,  entirely  acquitted  Mr.  Conway. 

riaving  very  much  exhaufted  himfelf 
this  confefGon,  which  afFefted  him 
ticularly,  from  the  painful  fenfations 
xcited  of  (hame  and  regret,  they  all 
u  down  (lairs,  after  cautioning  him  to 
c  care  of  his  health ;  and  our  hero 
Ibis  friend,  promifing  to  call  the  next 
ruing,  took  leave  of  the  Atkinfes 
the  prefent;  unwilling,  by  their 
',  to  add  to  the  confufion  and  dif- 
s  which  evidently  reigned  in  the 
ily. 
ToL.  IV.  C  On 


J.k: 


v.hich  hav 
rec:::i.c  n: 

ftarc  of  - 
happiiufs, 
^vay  to  on  < 
not  fo  wel 
f  ropofc,  Ic 
the  fchcnic 
heard  you 
thing  in  the 
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•'Ah/'    cried   Mr.   Thomborough, 
'*  would  to  Heaven  it  were  poffiblc." 

.  '*  Leave  to  me  the  executionj"  added 
Ws  friend  :  "  give  me  but  your  co; 
&Qt ;  tell  me  how  far  I  may  commani 
your  fortune  H^d^  if  I  know  any  thing 
^tbe  chBXwBK^  of  either,  you  ihall 
Ittve  the  certificate  of  their  marriage  in 
Jrf»  than  fix  weeks/' 

*'  Shall  I,  indeed  ?'*  returned  our 
fccpo,  with  a  fmile.  '^  Why  you  arc  a 
Perfeft  Machiavel.  Ufe  my  fortune  as 
you  pleafe  j  I  know  I  may  depend  on 
]four  honour  and  on  your  difcretion: 
%Qd  truft  mcj  if  five  or  fix  thoufand 
tHmnds  could  releafe  me  from  my  pro* 
Knife  with  a  clear  confcience^  I  (hould 
dkiak  it  was  well  bellowed/' 

C  a  "I  flatter 
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'*  I  flatter  myfelf/'  faid  the  tstlier, 

'*!  (hall  get  you  off  for  lefs  than  that  - 

the  contrivance  will  amufe  me.    In  ihc 

^mcan  time  purfue  your  tdur.     To-mor- 

^Bw  I  will  found  Godfrey,  and  you  (hall 

^Enow  the  refult  of  our  conference ;  che 

I  termination  of  my  plan  ^oii  Oiall  httt 

I  by  letter ;  for  as  you  dllhot  yonrfclf  fo 

conveniently  treat  with  mifs  Wilding  iii 

perfon,  I  take  it  upon  me  to  be  your 

deputy  on  this  occafion,  and  recommend 

it  to  you  to  follow  your  intention  of  an 

cxcurfion/' 

Mn  Thornborough  joyfully  acceded 
to  this  propofal,  and  promifed  to  follow 
his  advice. 


chaP- 
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CHAP.      II. 

^  H  E  N  Godfrey  was  left  to  his  own 
cdions,  however  feverely  he  felt  the 
ippointtnenc  'of  his  hopes^  he  was 
^relieved  from  the  apprehcnfions  of  a 
Bovery  which  had  long  tormented  him, 
all  fufpenfe  being  at  an  end.  His 
J  hope  now  was  to  evade  his  crecjlicors, 
poffible;  but  this  he  knew  not  how  to 
^0(npli(h.  His  heart  was  too  fclfiOi 
feci  any  repugnance  for  the  diftrcfs  in 
ich  he  had  involved  mifs  Webfter, 
'  love  had  been  in  this  inftance  whol- 
^ut  of  the  queftion :  his  intereft  was 
Ccrncd  ;  but  Charlotte  Wilding  was 
C  3  \Vv^ 
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the  only  woman  for  whom  he  had  ever 
felt  any  thing  at  all  refembling  that  paf- 
iioa :  and  having  enough  of  the  floic  ia 
his  compofition  to  rejoice  chat  it  was  no 
■  woHe»  he  comforted  himfclf  by  reflefting 
he  might  have  been  Lilledj  or  fo  wound- 
ed as  to  render  his  continuing  in  the 
army  an  impoffibility,  which  was  now 
by  no  means  the  cafe ;  and  foon  com* 
pofcd  himfelf  into  a  quiet  flcep,  from 
which  he  awoke  the  next  day,  greatly 
refrefhed  and  amended. 

About  one  o'clock  Mr.  Conway  call- 
ed, and  was  inftamly  admitted  to  hit 
chamber.  After  feme  introduftory  dif- 
courfe,  "  Forgive  me,"  faid  he,  "if  I 
mention  circumftances  you  probably  do 
not  with  (hould  be  known ;  but  you  arc 

ycr 
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'ct  to  learn,  tliat^  amongft  the  other  ill 
:oDfequences  Mr.  Thomborough  has 
been  involTcdrin  from  bearing  your 
none^  he  was  arrefted  for  fome  hundred, 
^nds.  Now,  fir,  as  you  are  fo  deep- 
ly in  debti  what  plan  of  life  do  you  mean 
fc  purtlid,  when  your  recovery  releafes 
N*  ftom  thh  confinement  r'' 

•'■Upon  my  word  firy"  rctiirneti  God* 
^/  ^.I  afn  at  a  lofs  to  anfwer  youj  I  have 
^  fixed  on  nothing:  but'6t  all  events 
fear  I  muft  fell  my  commiflion  to  pay 
y  debts  J  and  mud  then — ftarve  I  be- 

*«  Not  abfolutely  that,  I  hope :  but  tell 
e,  if  you  can,  to  what  may  your  debts 
tiount  ?•• 

C  4  God^tc^ 
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Godfrey  then  informed  him,  as  nearly 
as  he  could  guefs;  and  Mr.  Conway 
finding,  though  confiderable>  they  were 
yet  far  within  the  fum  his  friend  bad 
mentioned,  thus  continued : 

*'  Hear  what  I  have  to  prppofe :  your 
prefent  profpeds  are  gloomy  enough; 
but  if  you   will  take  my  advice,  they 

fhall  bri^>,!uen.  Pay  your  addrefles  to 
iDifs  Vv  ild ing  :  (lie  knows  your  charadcc, 
yju  know  hersi  fc  there  will  be  no  de- 
ception on  either  fiJe :  and  when  you 
are  married,  depend  on  my  word,  Mn 
Thornborough  will  pay  all  your  debts, 
provided,  however,  you  have  given  me 
a  juft  account  of  them  5  and  will  get 
your  commiflion  exchanged  for  one  upon 
full  pay,  in  a  regiment  that  is'  now  order- 
ed 


Jl  '     R  O  V  £  !•  33 

i  to  the  Weft-Indies;  and  give  you, 
fides^  ahundfome  fum  to  fet  out  with% 
bis  propofal  I  fhould  think  muft  meet 
ur  spprobarion  ;  it  is  a  provifion  for 
e,  and  the  ftation  fuch  as,  with  his  a& 
tance*  may  prove   an   advantageous 
te.    His  fortune  can  afford  to  pay  for 
is  whim;  bsI  really  believe  he  will 
very  glad  when  you  are  both  married, 
d  out  of  the  kingdom  ;  as  he  will  then 
re  little  chance  of  meeting  with  either, 
dircumftance  that  muft  be  unpleafant, 
pardon  me,  he  can  never  fee  you  with- 
fievivingvery  difagreeable  ideas  and 
lolleifbions,  which,  for  the  fake  of  all 
tics,  had  better  be  obliterated;  and 
this  cafe  abfencc  may  do  much.*' 

*  Upon  my  word,  fir,*'  returned  God- 
C  5  frcy. 
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£rcf,  5<  you  have  opened  a  pretty  fdieQie^ 
could  it  be  acoomi^ilhed :  but  how  fiiall 
I  perfuade  mifs  Wilding  to  accept  my 
band,  when  you,  fir,  mull  know  we  have 
both  followed  the  fame  trade;andj  thoi^ 
ifkwh  difappointed,  (he  has  not  yet  loft 
all  hopes  of  fuccefs,  as  I  have^.andwill 
therefore  be  more  unwilling  to  enter  into 
an  eng^ement  of  this  kind  ? "  ^ 

**  Two  fortune-hunters,'*  replied  Mr. 
Conway,  **  have  been  often  trapped  in- 
to a  marriage  with  each  other ;  but  their 
engaging  voluntarily  is,  I  believe,  an  un- 
precedented thing.  Yet  you  will  remem- 
ber, that  profefEon  is  al>yays  followed 
iccretly ;  as  when  the  lady  or  gentleman 
avows  their  occupation,  they  have  litde 
diance  of  fuccefs :  and  this  is  the  cafe 

with 
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ntfasiifs  Wilding.  Mr.  Harrifon  is  gone 
tOih^^ii<m^,  full  of  the  flory^  which  he  has 
inly  jiift  learned  J  and  means  to  make 
[WbltC;  and  this  will»  I  think,  enfure 
Sttmn,  the  contempt  (he  deferves ;  and, 
Sius  driven  to  defperation,  (he  will  joy- 
liflly  embrace  any  opportunity  that  may 
iffery  to  fecure  her  from .  continued 
mortification;  and  under  another  name, 
and  in  a  new  place,  (he  may  again  en- 
lir  (bciety  with  It  charafter  unimpcach- 
td  ;■  I  mean  only  for  fmccrity,  however, 
U^  a  few  fuch  trifles,  which  you  will  not 
iegard;'for  againil  her  virtue  I  never 

btafifd  (lander  itfdf  fay  a  word." 

'0     ■!■'■! 

;^  ^^  'That,"  returned  Mr.  Godfrey  with 

ft  figl^j  "  is  a  reafon  to  be  fure.     Well, 

I  fee.  no  alternative ; .  but  we  (hall  be  as 

C  6  miferable 


J^6        THE   lEMEYOXEKT    QSTIZOTE  : 


ib  wiBll».4uui  aive  fo  muchaliko. 


*•    ■    l..iU 


;    .;...■;    •■  ...    /,?!.  .•  i-^K  jiTXL£^ 

^  Thtt/'  cried'  Mr«  Coawif  )ni|^ 

your  choice ;  only  remeariwr  'ywi  rtut 
have  one  cbain^  w  a  thoufaad  peiiups.  > 

'«  Oh^  indeed  I  do  not  hefitste^  lir/' 
anfwered  Godfrey ;  ^' and  be  ib  good  as 
to  acquaint  Mr.  Thomborough,  with 
my  beft  refpeds,  that  I  confider  myfdf 
particularly  indebted  to  him  for  fai^leni^ 
ty>  and  will  gladly  accept  his  prc^fids.'' 

Mr.  Conway  then  took  leave,  and, 
calling  at  the  parlour  door,  had  the 

fatis&dion 
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(itfufijiAion  of  finding  the  family  tolerably 
x>nipofiecL  Mifs  Webftcr  was  prefent, 
and  by  a  few  well-timed  compliments, 
gallant  fpeechest  and  real  truths,  he  re- 
dmciled  her  to  her  difappobtment ;  as 
«iiat  he  (aid  had  much  more  effefk 
ten  dl  the  folid  arguments  ufed  by  her 
uadc  and  aunt. 

When  he  returned  to  his  friend,  he 
delighted  him  by  a  minute  recital  of 
ichac  had  pafied,and  received  hisearneft 
tiianks  for  the  part  he  had  taken,  and 
iidt  a  relief  to  his  fpirits,  from  the  hope, 
^bich  now  arofe  ftrongly  in  his  bofom, 
of  being  at  length  releafcd  from  his  pro- 
mife  by  Letitia's  marriage.  He  gladly 
agreed  to  the  terms  propofed,  and  con- 
tented to  remain  with  Mr.  Conway  at 

N-, 
5 
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N— -»    till   Godfrey's  peifsft   recxnreif 
permitted  them  to  fet  off  for  B-— — • 

In  the  mean  timej  to  prevent  the  hours 
from  hanging  heavily  on  their  hands, 
as  there  was  no  fociety  in  the  town 
that  could  poffibly  'hfford  them  any 
amufemenCy  they  devoted  their  time  to 
excuriions  round  the  country ;  and  as 
the  leifure,  and  almoft  folitude^  in  which 
they  lived,  gave  them  an  opportunity 
of  difcovering  the  virtues  of  each  other, 
they  formed  a  perfed  and  fincere  friend* 
(hip. 

Wentworth  Conway  was  warm,  high 
fpirited,  animated  in  his  puriliits,  and 
generous  almoft  to  thoughdeflhefs  ;  but 

violent 
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t  in  his  refentments^  and  proud^ 
ii  not  infolent. 

Iliam  Thornborough  was  equallf 
>us,  but  high  fpiritcd  without  pride^ 
limated  widiout  violence.    Went- 

would  open  his  purfe  to  a  beg* 
>ut  he  knew  not  how  to  condefcend 
'.  feelings  of  an  inferior  in  any  way 
iterfered  with  his  time,  or  engaged 
tention.  But  to  William  the  dif- 
;  of  his  fellow  creatures  wereahvays 
on  his  humanity ;  which  could  no 
refill  the  opportunity  of  extricat- 
lem  from  difficulties^  if  by  any  ex« 
s  he  could  do  it,  than  of  relieving 
nore  immediate  wants^  by  beflowing 
iver  they  required  :  this  had  fome- 

drawn  him  into  aukward  and  un« 
7  pleafaac 
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plca&nt  ficuatioos;  but  he  wasalwayi 
rewarded  by  the  coiifciovifne(s  of  hii 
motive,  and  in  general  by  his  fuccefi 
cvGBtually  confidercd. 

Mr*  Godfrey  in  a  few  wcdttJDeoDyqrpj; 
foporfieOly,  that  tUey  ^hou^tb^mig^ 

now  bq;^Hheir  opendoosstDd  ourhmii 
after  paying  all  the  cxpenoct  that  had  at- 
tended his  ilUiefsy  and  made  the  Axkinics 
ahandfome  and  genteel prefenc, to  pcoom- 
penfe  them  in  Come  deg^ree  ibr  their 
trouble  and  humanity^  fee  out  on  hii 
intended  tour. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.      JIL 

J U RING  this  period  every  thing  at 
I — ^ —  haid  confpircd  to  forward  the  cxc- 
ucion  of  their  plan.  Mr.  Harrifon's 
;ood  humour  had  over  rendered  him  a 
ffkoaxi^  gueil  in  every;  family  -,  and>  as 
>iiiliis  return  he  vifited  every  creature  he 
tncw,  and  told  at  every  houfe  he  enter- 
cAthe  ftory  of  the  ftrange  metamorphofis 
^f  Godfrey  into  Thornborough,  and  all 
'^  relative  circumftances,  it  foon  be- 
^Oie  as  public  as  could  be  wilhed;  and 
We,  whom  the  pride  of  the  Wildings 
'^d  made  their  irreconcileable  enemies, 
^joiced  at  a  difcovcry  fo  mortifying  to 
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{ 

Charlotte,  apprehc&fite  of.this>'  hni 
left  B  »   and  was  goneta  tUsm 

friend  at  Bath ;  therefore  happily  efcapcd 
witMfltog  the  coBtempr  vluck  fidLiia 
them  fo  defervcdlp 

tunity  of  calling  on  Lieutia,  and;  imS 
an  aSeded  difbelis^  totd  her  &e  r^m 


of  the  town  i  and,  whM"^  they  reuiMr  im- 
plicitly on  its  truth,  pretencled'to  &i]g6 
at  the  abfurdity  of  the  ftory»         ^'••'' 


Letitia's  confufion>  however,  would 
at  all  events  have  betrayed  her.  She 
ftammered  out,  there  was  really  a  forne^ 
thing  of  a  nu(fadLe,  (he.&ncied,  betweea 
the  gentlemen;  but  that  (ho  fuppoiixl 

they 
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^ey  had  quarrelled^  and  now  threw  the 
.  Idame  on  hcr« 


Bat  thefe  endeavours  were  ineffeftual: 
the  ilory  gained  univerfal  credit^  and  (he 
was  generally  (hunned ;  and  (he  fuflfer- 
ed  fo  much  from  the  behaviour  of  the 
worlds  that  (he  was  on  the  point  of  de- 
fpair;  and  fo  thoroughly  convinced  of 
the  deftrudion  of  all  her  hopes,  that  (he 
vould  gladly  have  taken  refuge  in  a 
fiunnery,  had  nunneries  for  protelbuits 
been  permitted.  The  longer  (he  lived 
in  this  (late  of  feclufion  (for  (he  could 
hot  venture  out,  from  the  fear  of  expe- 
riencing new  mortifications),  the  more 
dejefted  (he  grew,  when  a  vifit  from 
tlie  firft  caufe  of  her  misfortunes  roufed 
her  from  torpidity  into  fury.    She  ac- 


44       THE  BENEVOLEirr  QjrixoTE  : 

cufed  him  as  die  author  of  all  her  wfongi; 
and  in  bitter  invcdives  and  pointed  &- 
cafms  gave  a  vent  to  the  rage  that  bd 
fo  long  rankled  in  her  bofom.  Ar^d 
this  had  an  happy  eff  e<a ;  {he  grew  c^s 
at  laft^  and  Mr*  Godfrey  thought  it  wn 
now  his  turn  to  be  beard* 
>!. 

«  Remember  J  madam,"  faid  he,  *'  I 
only  fijggefted  the  fcheme  to  you,  vd 
the  probability  of  its  fiaccefs :  that  I  tm 
miftaken,  has  been  as  much  ray  k)fs  « 
yoiirs  :  and  had  yoiir  pride  been  too  de» 
licate,  or  your  confcience  too  tender, » 
have  followed  the  line  I  pointed  oitfi 
I  imagine  you  would  have  declined  it^ 
once  ;  and  that  you  did  not,  cannot  be 
laid  to  my  charge.     All  the  reparation  I 

can 
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Q  now  make  I  wilV  by  offering  you  my 

««  Your  hand !"  interrupted  (he,  in- 
gnantlys  <<  what^  chat  I  may  curn  beg* 
r,  or  carry  your  knapfack  ?'* 

«*  It  (hall  be  juft  as  you  pleafe,"  re- 
nted he^  with  equal  fcorn ;  '^  but  re- 
Hpbijer,  in  £ngland  you  are  done  for. 
yio>wiU  marry  a  profeiTed  female  for« 
PCrhunter  ?  And  you  have  not  money 
igugh  to  fet  up  your  trade  in  any  odier 
l^ce.  Hear  my  propofals;  I  make 
ifl^for  the  lad  time.  A  friend  will  pay 
y  debts,  and  get  my  commi(non  ex- 
ADg^  for  one  in  a  regiment  very  foon 
embark  for  the  Weft-Indies.  In  an- 
her  climate,  and  as  Mrs.  Godfrey,  you 

may, 
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any^  pcachaps^  meet  wkhchat  rdpoALfou 
have  for  ever  forfeited  here.*^  ...  ::i^ 

-ju» 

^«  RdTpefi^  indeed  I'' cried ihi^.^^Ac 
wife  ofa  poor  lieutenant!  VccyprababU: 
the  name  dE  Godfiey,  then»  moft  wBtik 
a  charm/' 

^^  I  do  not  know  but  it  mu^'^'n^ 
plied  he,  "  to  infure  you  refpeft  any 
where.  However,  you  know  what  you 
have  to  trufl:  tos  and  it  is  my  real  opi- 
nion, if  you  will  not  be  my  wifi^  yoo 
never  will  be  a  wife  at  jM..  Tou  may 
confider  dll  to-morrow,  but  no.  long^  j 
as  I  muft  dien  fettle  my  pUuij  &h:  the  re- 
giment is  to  embark  in  aiew  weeks;  and 
if  you  marry  me  at  all,  it  muft  be  within 
ten  days,** 

Ledtia 
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Letitia  made  no  reply  to  this  curious 
^drefs;  and  he  took  leave,  after  inform* 
^Og  her  he  (hould  call  the  following 
txiorning  for  her  final  determination. 
Iliis  may  appear  a  novel  method  of  court 
Obip  :  but  it  muft  be  remembered,  they 
X)th  knew  each  other  perfeftly  ;  and 
Godfrey  was  as  well  acquainted  with  her 
ihar^er,  as  with  the  world ;  and  was 
rery  fepfible  an  affeftation  of  love,  which 
he  muft  be  confcious  he  could  not  feel, 
rould  have  a  very  contrary  effeft  from 
vhzt  might  be  fuppofed ;  for  that  (he 
irould,  perhaps,  make  it  a  plea  for  keep* 
fig^  him  in  uncertainty,  till  he  fhould 
ikir'ti  loft  the  opportunity  of  exchanging 
lis  icommiffion;  and  therefore,  like  a 
nan  driving  a  bargain  for  a  houfe, 
nought  the  moft  probable  way  of  ob- 

uining 
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tbe  defired  efitftt  ,      f .,  -jx* 

g^  to  Goofider  ferioufTy/^wlii^.lr.lk^ 
£^4s  and  after  jiimiTOringAipoa <lMLa4*^ 
vanta^  ctf  a  diangp  aC^coiidk|«|i  (hir  * 
prefeni  Ctuacioa  coafidci:q^V  l^e  iC^Ut 
determined  to  accept  hiin^  if  ]ife,fiMlM' 
and  mother  would  give  th^r  copfe^tt-. 
At  breakfaft  (he  informed  them  of  Mr* 
Godfrey's  offer,  which  they  very  waraJy  , 
approved.     Mr.  Wilding  rejoiced  in  the 
opportunity  of   fettling  his    daug|i)t^r» 
though  in  a  way  fo  much  inferior  to  .what 
he  once  hoped  for;  yet,  aUowinj;  for  the. 
opinion  the  world  now  1^  of.  her  cpa* 
du£t,  it  was  beyond  his  expeQ^ioQs. 
Leticia  left  her  father  to  fettle  with  Mr. 

Godfrey, 
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Godfrey,  and  retired  with  her  motherj  to 
begin  the  neceflary  preparations. 

«  When  the  gentlemen  met,  the  preli- 
minaries were  foon  adjufted.  Old  Wild- 
ing promifed  to  give  his  daughter  a  few 
kundreds,  and  leave  her  a  few  more  upon 
bis  will :  and  Godfrey  agreed  this  fhould 
be  fettled  upon  her,  as  well  as  half  wbat- 
tfct  Mr,  Thorrxborough  (hould  prefent 
lim  with.  And  with  this  the  father  was 
>erfedly  fatisfied. 

When  mifs  Wilding  made  her  ap- 
^rance,  the  lover  thought  proper  to 
iflume  fome  degree  of  tcndernefs ;  and 
^itia  endeavoured  to  behave  with  pro- 
priety: but  on  both  fides  there  was  fo 

Vol.  IV.  D  much 
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much  evident  conflrainr,  that  an  indif- 
ferent fpeftator  muft  have  been  amufed. 

When  Mr.  Conway  heard  all  thcfc 
particulars,  he  was  pleafed  with  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  their  enterprifc;  and  inftantly 
wrote  toMr.Thornborough,  who  was  at 
Carlifle^  an  account  of  their  proceedings; 
and  then  fet  about  collefting  his  debts : 
but  this  took  not  up  much  of  his  time,  as 
Godfrey's  principal  creditors,  when  they 
filft  heard  of  his  addreffing  mifs  Wild- 
ing fome  months  before,  had  thrown 
their  affairs  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Clay- 
ton, and  impowered  him  to  receive  the 
money.  The  commiffion  alfo  was  ex- 
changed ;  and  Mr*  Conway,  underftand- 
ing  his  intention  of  fettling  half  upon  Le- 
titia,  prcfcnted  him,  at  our  hero's  par- 
ticular 
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:i)Lir  rcqueft,  with  one  thoufand  pounds. 
Dm  an  idea,  that,  if  Godfrey's  extravag- 
ance (hould  again  reduce  them,  the  five 
nndred  pounds,  added  to  her  own» 
^ould  fecure  her  from  abfohite  wane* 
i'his  being  fettled,  Mr.  Conway  attend- 
d  them  to  church,  gave  the  lady  away 
ith  infinite  fatisfadlon,  as  certain  of 
le  pleafure  his  friend  would  receive 
'omthe  knowledge  of  being  perfeftly  at 
bcrty;  and  then  faw  them  fet  oft'  in  a 
3ft-cbaife  for  London. 


During  the  time  of  his  ftay  at  B  , 
}  cultivated  the  acquaintance  of  Mr. 
dbit,  to  whom  our  hero  introduced 
tn  by  letter ;  and  in  his  fociety  found 
I  agreeable  and  plcafant  relief  from  the 
3ious  tafkof  looking  over  accounts  and 
T)  2  pa^\rv^ 


V 
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paying  bills.  Mr.  Neibit  was  thorough* 
ly  rejoiced  at  the  difcovery ;  and  de- 
clared he  always  thought  our  heroes  fpirit 
and  elegance  deferved  the  eftatc  better 
than  .the  other ;  and  he  now  hoped  time 
might  bring  about  an  event  for  which 
he  was  vejy  anxious. 

,.  V  Does  your  friend,"  faid  be  to  Mr. 
Conway,  "  ever  mention  the  name  of 

■     *    '-       ■^.  (, 

Barrymore  viih  any  paiticular  degree  of 

^••■"'     ■• 
approbation?'* 

,  **  yes/'  cried  Conway,  *'  indeed  docs 
he;  and  J  believe  thinks  of  no  other.'* 

,,H<I  tbpn  confcflTed,  convinced  he  might 
do  it  \|rithout  hazarding  our  herb's  dif- 

.pleafure^  his  £ncere  attachment  tb''3o- 
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,  and  the  difappointments  and  vcxa- 
hc  had  experienced. 

Ay/^  cried  the  old  gentleman,  **  i 
ght  Heaven  had  formed  thcin  for 
other  J  their  fouls  feemed  in  unifon; 
many  a  time  have  1  lamented  that 
njpfticc.of  fortune  might  counteract 
Dtentions  of  nac ore.^  He  then  fcnt 
iry  afieClionatc  and  congratulatory 
age  to  our  hero^  which  Mr.  Conway 
lifed  £iithfuUy  to  deliver. 

thcmcan  time,  Charlotte  Wilding, 
rwt  ojF  all  that  paflcd  at  B — ^  was 
iting  her  time  very  pleafantly  among 
fiends  at  Bath :  nor  was  the  arrival 
dr.  iUittlcton  in  England  a  trifling 
ion  to  her  happinefs.  He  fet  out 
D  J  immediauh^ 
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immediately  on  the  receipt  of  his  friend's 
letter;  and  firft  going  into  Berkflairc, 
took  pofleffion  of  his  living  ;  and  then, 
hearing  mifs  Wilding  was  at  Bath,  fol- 
lowed her  to  that  place  ;  and  there,  by 
the  perfuafions  of  her  friends,  who 
thought  they  had  been  engaged  Jong 
enough,  fhe  confentcd,  after  having 
written  to  her  father  for  his  approba- 
tion, to  give  him  her  hand ;  and  they  fct 
off  for  Berkdiire,  to  wait  the  arrival  of 
his  patron.  And  having,  at  his  firft  vifit, 
found  tl;e  parfonage  houfc  in  tolerable  re- 
pair, he  ordered  the  workmen  to  make 
the  few  alterations  and  improvements  it 
required  in  the  ornamental  way,  which 
were  foon  completed  ;  and  they  found  it 
quite  ready  for  their  reception.  Hs 
would  not,  therefore,  avail  himfelf  of  our 

hero's 
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^o's  offer,  with  refpeft  to  his  rcfidence 
*t  the  Abbey. 

All  the  neighbouring  families  paid 
their  compliments  to  the  bride ;  but 
among  none  of  them  did  (he  meet  with 
minds  fo  congenial  to  her  own,  as  at 
Beech  Park,  between  which  and  Thorn- 
borough  Abbey  the  parfonage  was 
fituated.  Mifs  Ficzwilliam  paid  her  fo 
much  attention,  and  had  fo  much  real 
meritj  it  was  impoffible  not  to  return  her 
efteem  with  an  equal  degree  of  regard ; 
and  they  foon  became  on  the  mod  intimate 
footing.  They  often  joined  in  the  wifli 
that  Mr.  Thornborough's  attachment  to 
mifs  Barrymore  might  be  crowned  with 
fuccefs,  for  their  own  fakes  as  well  as  his; 
as  Mrs.Littletohknew  by  experience,  and 
D4  mifs 
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ftiifibFitxwittiinr  iimgitcd  '^fnm^i.ptAf 
fliCr  mjA  piQio  witosvihiabki  w^piifiuai 
to  tlMicifociftcy^  iiMr;  Fitawill^ 
pot  fqp^e^ij^wJwvfroi^ 
but  hid  jec  no  oppoortunity  of  fulfil- 
}mg,  it^9^  ^thii^,S^^  in 

FRtnyCp/, .    .::•.  :        v'\:r'*'  .iu'^ixi  tid^d 

^ '  Wbea  Mr.HiWlifi»  IdirB-iiuiJ^jMfltt 
VMS  ibme  tiiae  befiaM 'Mh  ddmnif ,  lA 
went  imthedikelj  to  SodtfiiH  Gritrriif, 
TiSid  mkde  •  his'  propofiiH  in  'feiiif;''4& 

accepted,  uid,  tt  Yooa  ak  ih6  kkcdCb^ 
Reparations  were 'iadde,  '^'x^et^ttuiaf 
U'as  pdr^rmfed;  '^M  siwf4tiijtagioxi^ 
cC'itc  The^▼Ifits  of  thd  sdgtjbdui'lidoiQ 
the  bade  aad  bridegroom  fet  out  fbrHii 
eSate-in  StafibrcHbiret  McaknputM'by 
sii&'>Drl«niae^  for  .«lioi%Mn#  fiartifiiA 
/  .  •  hid 
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had^lcmg:.  entercaioed  a  fincere  regard ; 
sod' had  obtained  ber  promife,  and  Mrs. 
Medanfs  confent,  that  (he  (houid  re- 
with  her  for  fevend  months. 


:  Mr.  Gonway  having  fetded  CTcrjr  thing 
lor  his  friend,  returned  tohi^  own  feat  in 
Buckinghamlhirey  and  endeavoured,  by 
Mmofctnaa,  and-fociecy,  to  banilh  from 
^  mlod  the  unpleafanr  events  which  had 
hft/^t  occuired.  He  fent  a  womanj^  an 
^^fe  caie  Ift  could  depend,  into  Berk* 
||bjrc^  with  a  letter  from  Mr.  Thornbo- 
I^Oij^.tohis  houfekecper,  defiring  her  to 
itfigo  herxharge:  and  when  the  liitk 
^fl  arrived  at  Con.waji.Manor,  l\fr  Qrik* 
11^  rpfemblance,  eva:i  at  th^  c^}Yf?^gf{^ 
|0;hcir  beautiful  but  unprincipled  «dKXb^^ 
inick'Wemitocth  wiih  aituxed  fen£u» 
Km  JD  5  tipa 
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tioo  of  tendemeGi  and  dread  :  the  httci> 
excited  by  a  fear  left,  widi  Arabella's  fea^ 
tares,  (he  (hould  inherit  her  fentiments. 
He  received  her  vidi  great  affeftion; 
and^  having  feen  her  properly  placed  V 
a  village  about  five  miles  from  the  Ma* 
nor^  found  real  pleafurc  and  fads&ftion 
in  his  daily  vifits,  which  he  ne ver^  but  0^ 
very  particular  occafionsj  onoittedt 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.      IV. 

X  X  is  now  time  to  return  to  our  hero, 
ij^ho  during  all  thefe  tranra(ftions  had  been 
travelling  in  the  north.  The  moment 
he  received  from  his  ft  lend  an  afTurance 
of  Letitia's  marriage,  he  quitted  Carlifle, 
which  had  hitherto  been  his  head  quar- 
ters, and  fet  out  on  his  journey  towards 
the  fouth.  His  mind,  releafed  from  half 
its  embarraiTments,  was  now  only  an* 
xious  for  mifs  Barrymore's  arrival  in 
England  with  a  dlfengaged  hearty  and  as 
well  difpofed  to  regard  him  with  favour 
as  he  flattered  himfelf  (he  once  was. 

Freak  Carlifle   he  went  into  Weft- 
D  6  morland. 


'6o       TRB  MiaiPOCMT-<9lXOTB  t 

vtiMlUlKli!  indy>dteP>ifitiii|gA||i«ii|ifti|, 
.  tonmdid  to  vecgrn  ibtff  99^^u!tii^tMl^ 

TOW  tire^licliSai^  IHitii^  «rW#tf& 
%cfs^«04^ftot>^))li^'the^iliiH<lif|  pMWi». 

^CCI'tliej  QKW  nplll'JBnICinggpqCMnKB 

the  eldeft  cif  fliei^|»ui)f^'«>  M]f 'itott 
'twelve  fe«m  oidyttiait  Qqh^Jkiifiiig 
had  fallen  into  the  river^>aiid>#oaU  be 
drowned.    Ever  alive  to  the  impuUe 

'■he'ffmi^'{l6aiike'phiiiitMii  Itiitwoff 
'hW  k^i  ud'  nikibg'  wMmit^bHis  'die 
accidiifat  bad  Jiappened^  die  lad  p«iiited 

<:'^  riktf>plaee,  aod  be  plonged  iaio  the 
water,  aadioi 


<d 


jedthe^bankfiWith  a.  child  apparently 

vjabauc  etgfac  years  of  age,  in  hia  arms, 

but  retaioing    no    figns  of  life.    Ob- 

fecviiig    fome  fmolce  afceading    from 

amidft  a  clump  of  trees  at  a  little  dif- 

taoce,  he  placed  the  lad  in  the  phaeton 

:>u  the  piofture  he  thought  mod  likely  to 

'•^pronlotchis  recorery^  and  drove  onto- 

^  iTirdi  the :  only?  appearance  of  an  habt* 

ji  aation  he  could  difcefn,  iirft  enquiring 

-^.of  tbe'children  ivhere  he  livedo  and  who 

^  kviete  his  parents. 

»'  III  I 

•i :  ^'  He  is  parfoQ  Flembg^seldeft  Ton,'* 
urt^ici  one  of  theoii  '^  anjdalivesa  rnile 
.n'thistfide  of  the  watery  athwart  thtf  fflfcn 
'  .meadow,  and  a  matter  of'  fpur  frpm 
-where  you  be^  over  the  bridge  op  along 
yonder/*    i '.  .m  ...» v.* .;       ".  m.. 

A$ 
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As  the  poor  Ikcle  feUow'6  life  wasi^ 
doubtful,  he  charged  them  to  take  no 
notice  (a  very  unneceflary  caution,  for 
they  were  too  much  afraid  jof  his  £tther's 
anger,  having  been  repeatedly  ordered 
Devertotake  him  with  them,  when  they 
went  to  play  near  the  river)  i  and  then 
proceeded,  guided  by  the  fmoke,  to  a 
farm-houfe  enveloped,  in  a  thi(^  wood. 
Here  he  received  every  poffible  affiftancc 
in  his  humane  endeavours,  which  in  a 
fliort  time  began  to  be  fuccefsful ;  and 
the  little  fellow  was  almoft  recovered, 
when  the  ifurgeon  arrived,  who  had  been 
inftantly  fent  for  from  the  neareft  town ; 
and  who,  after  a  few  more  applications, 
pronounced  him  out  of  danger,  but  not 
well  cflough  to  be  removed  home  that 
night. 

The 
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The  evening  was  drawing  to  a  clofc, 
nd  our  hero,  having  feen  hitii  properly 
nd  comfortably  accommodated^  and  be- 
ng  mOch  plcafed  with  the  attention  paid 
limhy  the  farmer's  wife^  a  very  good  fort 
li  woman y   now  began  to  confider  the 
eelings  of  his   parents;    and^  taking 
>ne  of  the  &rmer's  men  for  a  guide^  fet 
)ut,  late  as  it  was^  for  the  parfonage  at 
Middleford^   He  arrived  at  the  village  a 
little  after  fun- fet,  and  enquiring  for  Mr. 
Fleming,  was  direfted  toa  fmall  but  neat 
boking  houfe,  with  cafement  windows^ 
Slid  a  green  before  the  door,  where  there 
WCTC  feveral  children  at  play.    A  little 
girl  here  icM  him  her  papa  was  gone 
out,  but  her  mamma  was  at  home,  and 
defired  he  would  follow  her.    He  did, 
but  was  HOC  a  liuk  diArefied  at  ihe  con- 

' '  fufion 
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fufion'tfaa£tppeau-cd  in  Mn;  Fleni&g'a 
countenance'  on  tb  abrupt    eacnmee. 
Sber'was  fictingwith^a  cituile  by  haMti 
mendii^  an  old  black  coac  by  ^^wtrf 
dim  lig^'of tt'lmalt  candle  in  mniR>li 
candleftick.  The  room  was  paved  widi 
ftcMe^add  tWyi6itsiilMittnrehec6iiiliiAed 
icNihKS  thd  kitchen^  and  fitxn  her  appear-' 
ailce  that  fbe  iir»  a  fcmht :  bdt  her 
Yokey  her  words,  her  mihn^r^  whenQie 
anfwered  hisfiift  addrefs^  vAAhh  (brniittte*^ 
]j  however  was  noc  TMba  'oMaa  to 
give  her  reafon  to  guefs  kt  hts  Asfftake/ 
foon  convinced  him  ofhit^bror;  bat 
this  conviftion  had  foch  an  eficft  on  his 
benevolent  and  fedkig'  heart,  *  itM  he 
forgot  the  purpofe  for  which  he- came^ 
and  confidercd  only  her'appaireilt  mor- 
tifidittonat  bring  fee*  by  Jiftmi»eerki 


(b.liuimiiatiag  a  fiaiation.  He  paiifed> 
beficatedy  but  at  length,  in  anfvrer  to  her 
uiqiiirici^  faid  he  wifhed  to  fee  Mr» 
^^ming.  -  She  replied  with  a  figb^  lie 
ifould  be  at  home  in  a  few  minutes. 

A    inutual  ,filen€e   now  fucceedtd» 
which  he  ventured  to  break  by  afkipg 
h^hQw  old  the  litclp  boy  was  whoftood. 
t>y:iicc  knee^  evffly  now  and  then  cad* 
log  a  fearftil  look  at  .the  ftrange  gentle- 
nvii^  yet  half,  inclined  to  be  fociable^. 
She  replied^  ji^  turned  of  three^  and. 
^iafileat.  ) 


-..Fefiffvil  of  alarming  her  in  her  prer 
fei|t  fituacion»  which  was  very  apparent^ . 
anfi,  fuppofing, (he.ba,d  no  rcafon  for  a,p* . 
prehenfiooj  he  ywqjuld  not  fpe»^...9f  jhfi^ 


Ot 

open' 

faUl 


is." 


anil 
you 


Vu 


•■^iJL 
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IS  he  alive  ?  is  he  well  r  How  came  he 
fo  far  off?'* 

Before  he  had  time  to  anfwcr  her  quef- 
tions,  Mr.  Fleming  entered  the  houfe, 
his  countenance  wild  with  agony,  and  as 
pale  as  death.  '*  Order  my  horfe,"  cried 
he,  in  a  voice  trembling  with  horror* 
"Oh  then/*  exclaimed  (he,  wringing  her 
htiis,  ''  fomething  has  happened ;  and 
you,  fir,"  turning  to  our  hero,  "  have 
deceived  me," 

"  No,  madam,  on  my  honour  I  have 
-not}  I  left  the  child  not  only  alive, 
but  out  of  danger." 

**  Good  heavens !"  exclaimed  the  half 
frantic  father,  "is  hepreferved?  Was  he 
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not  drowned  indeed  >  How^  wluch'way 
ihaUIbcfureof  it?"  " -^^ 


^  1  can,**  returned.oor  hero,  ** 
^jM  iatereft  in  aecdyip^  7^^vlf  '9?5 
^fcin  myfelf  oat  c^  th«  watcr^r  90^  bcV 

The  furpriie  of  this  joyful  intellige&cc 
trastdb  mubhibr  ibe  fatberrheibntftioto 
teani  r  «id  when  a  tiule  fflpapoftdj  ^9)1- 
firvfaig  iibe  fimation  of  ,hU  wife^  be  no 
toiler^  aod  pourii^  out  (bme  win^  made^ 
her^  drink  it.  Then,  coDlcjoyia  of  his 
iiVliteafioo  to  his  gueftj  be  feized  ^s 
hfuid,. begged  hkn  to  forgive  his  ftraoge 
;lMthaviouri;biiitrthat«  novfais  recoUedion 
w«i.  reftored^  Jbe  would  thanks  as  he 
ougl)^  the  preferver  of  hb  child. 

■  Mr- 
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Mr.  Thornborough  then,  to  flop  the 
cffufions  of  their  gratitude,  related  the 
circumftanccs ;  and  concluded  by  fay- 
ing? when  he  found  Mrs.  Fleming,  as 
he  thought,  wholly  ignorant,  he  was  un- 
wilUng  to  alarm  her  feelings,  by  cbnfeffing 
the  child  had  been  in  danger.  He  then 
requefted  tp  hear  haw  they  hbd  been  in- 
formed  of  it. 

^^'i^'iAsTodn  nivrehad  dined/'  anfweri^d 
^^wFlatxAn^  '^  Geofgc,  a/ked  my 
^^^i  to^gb  ^lifwith  fome  children  thit 
"^hv^'  ih  the  village :  and  as  f  had  always 
'charged  tfe'ehi  ntvef  to  phj  niar^ the 
'  Tiver;^^  I  cohfented ;  hoir  wists  iit  ail  alann- 
'4<i' at  hiig;  abferice,  till  it  ^ew  nTekr- ditri. 
I  then  went  out  to  enquir^if  he'hkd"lf)Mn 
heard  pfi  but  not  learning  aD7tliii^ fa* 

^-,.    '^  '  ■    •••'*' ^'''{isfHd^dry, 

4 


.oMr.Bd-^^;*;;      ^^^,^.    She  few      I 

fears^thoogblbedil      ^^^^^^^^      1 
UcftVier.lmetontbcroaa  i 

a,d»otbc."8»»'^     He  added,  »&»• 
faUen  into  the  nv    •  ^   ^^_^^ 

'""'''"""^l  drowned,  he  had.. 
btUeved  he  miV^  b«. 
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m  fo  long  under  water.  Half  diftrad- 
I  I  came  home  for  my  horfe^  endea* 
uring,  but  in  vain,  to  conceal  my 
owledge  of  the  truth  from  Mrs.  Fle*p 
ng.  And  thus,  fir,  but  for  the  blelling 
Heaven,  and  your  happy  intervention^ 
night  by  one  flxoke  have  loft  almofl 
that  is  dear  to  me." 

When  they  were  all  a  little  compofed, 
r.  Fleming  declaring  he  would  not  go 
reft  till  he  had  fcen  his  boy,  our  hero 
dined  their  offer  of  making  him  up  a 
iyand  determined  to  accompany  him. 
I  their  arrival  they  found  the  child 
3wing  every  moment  better ;  and  the 
Kt  day  Mr.  Thornborough  reftorcd  the 
rling  fon  to  his  anxious  mother.  Her 
:lings  were  too  acute  to  fuffer  her  to 
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ipcak:  but  Mr.  Flemiog  again  (aid 
every  thing  a  grateful  heart  could  die* 
cate.  They  entreated  him  to  &TOur 
them  with  his  company  for  that  day  at 
kaft,  and  he  confented  ;  having  expe- 
rienced during  his  whok  tour,  and  in  the 
moR.  beautiful  views  he  had  met  with  of 
inanimate  nature,  no  fenfations  half  fi> 
delightful  as  thofe  which  fpring  firom 
the  confcioufnefs  of  having  faved  a  fel- 
low-creature from  deathj  and  reftored  to 
its  parents  a  dai'ling  diild.  Nor  could 
the  loudeft  popular  apphufe  have  given 
to  his  Ibul  fuch  real  fatis&Aion,  as  the 
fimple  efiufions  of  gratitude  and  joy 
which  flowed  from  their  nncorrupted 
hearts. 


CHAP 
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CHAP.    V. 

k^HIjLST    Mrs.  Fleming  was  bii- 
led  in  her  domeftic  arrangements,  her 

Liilband  accompanied  our  hero  co<the  top 

'  li   ■  ■         ■  . 

»f  a  hill,  which  rofe  at  fome  little  dif- 

*'■  '  ' 
ance  from  the  village,  and  comnjanded 

i  beautiful  and  extenfive  profpeft.  Dur- 

ing  their  walk,  the  converfation  turned 

on  the  beauty  of  the  country  ;  and  our 

hero  commended  his  iituaiion  as  delight- 

ful. 

*'  Yes,  fir,"  returned  Mr.  Fleming, 
'ith  a  figh,  "  it  is,  indeed,  delightful 
^  the  eye;  but  there  the  advantage  ends. 

\iou  IV*  E  Accu&orai:^ 
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Accuftomed  as  I  vvas>  in  the  early  part  of 
my  life,  to  all  the  comforts  of  r^ned  fo 
ciety,  I  now  bitterly  lament  my  total  fe 
clufion  from  the  world  :    nor  can  li 
confcioufnefs  that  I   drew  myfclf  mm 
this  fituation  by  my  own  folly  leffcn  mj 
regreu ;  on  the  contrary,   it  heightoaij 
them," 

^'  But  furely/'  replied  Mr.  Thornbo- 
rough,  '*  there  is  fome  neighbourhood ; 
I  have  within  a  few  miles  pafled  feveral 
gentlemen's  houfes  and  feats,  though 
there  are  none  immediately  in  the  vil- 
lage where  you  live.  The  dijlance  may 
exclude  Mrs. Flemings  but  gentlemen 
may '" 


Alas,  fir,"    interrupted    Mr.  Fle- 
mings 
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■^g>  *'  you  judge  of  the  world  from 
he  benevolence  of  your  own  heart. 
rhough  my  profeffion  may  entitle  me  to 
rank  as  a  gentleman,  my  poverty  (for  I 
nay  as  well  own  what  you  mud  difco- 
fcv)  forbids  my  afTociating  with  the  fa- 
nilies  you  fpeak  of.  How  would  a 
hread-bare  parfon  find  admittance  at 
heir  ubles  ?  Befides^  I  could  not  bear 
he  expence  of  vifiting,  nor  could  I  make 
I  return;  and  my  fpirit  recoils  at  the  idea 
rf  lying  under  an  obligation  for  a  din- 
acr.  As  to  receiving  company  at  home, 
foa  mull  have  feen  enough  to  convince 
fou  of  the  impoflibility  i  yet  the  ne- 
ceflSty  to  which  I  am  reduced  would  be 
rifling,  compared  to  my  own  feelings." 

"  But  how,    Mr.  Fleming !— I   beg 
E  2  patdon^ 
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pardon,  if  I  appcir  impertinent;  *^waij 
this  fituation  the  rcfuk  of  your  owiij 
choice  ?' 


w 


^  The  confequcnce  of  my  folly,  I  faid: 
that  my  foily  was  voluntary,  I  confcfsi 
yet,  impelted  by  the  ardour  of  yotltli, 
and  an  ungovernable  paffion,  1  fords 

not  what  thofe  consequences  wouia  dc 
I  was  bred  up,  fir,  by  an  uncle,  who 
placed  me  at  Oxford,  with  the  promire 
of  a  good  living,  and  the  expedation  ot 
a  tolerable  eftatc. 

"  During  my  refidence  there,  I  was 
carried  by  a  fellow  fludent  to  vifit  bis 
family.  They  were  all  pleafant  anJ 
cheerful ;  and,  as  they  lived  rot  many 
miles  from  the  univerfity,  I  repeated  tn< 
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vifics,  till  the  beauty  of  Lucy  Fennel  cap- 
tivated my  affjccions  to  fucii  a  uc.?;rcc,  I 
could  think  of  nothing  die.    I  Tcr  l-irlvjr, 
knowing,    I    believe,   n:y  L-':;:ca:iLi()nr, 
gave   me    every  encouir.ir,ein.:rn; :     iin.l 
Lucy  washerfclf  fo  far  fr.-'v*  I^'-i^^^  i:v li- 
ferent to  me,  ihatfhe  confji/.c;.!  : ;  -l-^^ .-. 
We  were  married  j   an.I  appl)  ii-g  lo  *i*y 
uncle  for  forgivenefs,  he  abfokkcly  re- 
fufed,  and  commanded  me  never  to  ap- 
pear before  him  again,  as  he  was  deter- 
mined not  to  fee  me.     His  anger  was  the 
more    excited    from    my   marrying  fo 
young,  and  into  a  family  not  the  moft 
rcfpeftable  in  the  world.     Mr.  Fennel 
niade  a  ridiculous  plea  of  his  daughter's 
conduA,  not  to  give  us  a  fix-pence;  and 
^hus,  with  only  feventy  pounds  in  my 
pocket   (fifty  of  which   my  uncle  had 
E  3  fecvt 
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fent  mc,  as  his  laft  prcfent),  I  took  or- 
ders,  and,  through  the  intcreft  of  a  coU 
lege  acquaintance,  obtained  this  curacy; 
which,  fcanty  as  it  was  at  firft,  now,  fince 
the  increafe  of  my  family,  fcarccly  affords 
\]s  a  decent  provifion.  I  ain  (till  ten* 
derly  attached  to  my  wife,  and  I  have 
every  reafon  to  believe  (he  is  fo  to  me; 
yet  there  are  times  when  we  both  regret 
our  fituation :  but  her  family  cares,  which 
are  numerous,  leave  her  little  time  for  re- 
fledion.  This  is  not  the  cafe  with  me; 
nor  have  nine  years  of  folitude  and  pe- 
nury reconciled  me  to  my  fituation.  Lucy 
is  amiable ;  and  I  declare  I  would  not 
exchange  her  for  any  other  woman  in  the 
world,  let  her  fortune  be  what  it  would  : 
yet  I  cannot  but  be  fenfible  we  have 

drawn 
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drawn  each  other  into  difEcuIties,  which^ 
by  a  more  prudent  condudt,  we  might 
have  avoided.    YoUj  fir^  are  a  young 
man;  and  your  appearance  befpeaks  you 
a  man  of  fortune;  therefore  my  caution  is 
probably  unneceflary  :  but  fuffer  me  to 
fay,  love  in  a  cottage  is  the  mod  dan* 
gerous  idea  a  young  mind  can  entertain. 
New  to  the  world,  and  unacquainted 
with  its  diftrefles,  we  fancy  in  the  bo- 
Ibm  of  mutual  afFeAion  they  will  either 
be  wholly  loft,  or  fcarcely  felt :  but  it  is 
an  error   as  deftruftive    as    fallacious. 
Every  misfortune  is  doubled  by  the  par- 
ticipation of  thofe  we  love,  when  embit- 
tered by  the  reflexion  of  having  involved 
them  in  our  mifery.     When  I  fee  my 
poor  girl  ftmggling  with  poverty  ftie  ne- 
^^  felt  till  (he  knew  me,  and  toiling  for 
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my  comfim,  till  the  exertion  becomes 
too  much  for  her  health  and  fpirits,  hov 
like  a  guilty  wretch  do  I  feel,  and  hov 
gladly  would  I  recall  the  paft  I  Tet  I 
do  not  pretend  to  feel  all  this  wholly  od 
her  account  5  I  have  my  own  (hare  of 
diftrcfs.  I  feearifing  fiuntly,.whocaB 
have  no  profpecb  but  labour  and  fervi- 
ti^c.  I  am  created  with  negleft,  fame* 
times  with  contempt,  by  thofe  whom  I 
could  formerly  have  regarded  as  my 
equals.  The  converiation  of  the  vil* 
lagers  difgufts  me ;  and  when  I  fly  to 
my  books  for  relief,  I  am  haunted  by 
refiecUoQs  I  can  neither  banifh  nor  fub- 
due.  Yet  do  not,  fir,  1  befeech  you,  ima- 
gine I  fufler  either  my  wife  or  my  neigh- 
bours to  perceive  my  difcontent :  to  the 
former  it  would  be  cruel,  and  to  the  lat- 
ter 
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tcr  ufelefs  to  complain.     I  am  philofo- 
phcr  enough  to  conceal,  though  I  can- 
not fubdue,  my  griefs  ;   and  I  really  feel 
the  utmoft  gratitude  to,  and  affeftion  for, 
my  pariQiioners.     From  unbending  my- 
felf  to  them,  I  have  obtained  their  efteem ; 
and   tvhenever  any   particular  diflrefs, 
arifing  from  illnefs  among  the  children, 
or  any  other   caufe,  has   difturbed  us,. 
they  have  united  to  comfort,  to  footh, 
and  to  affift  me  :  nor  fliould  I  now  have 
troubled  you  with  my  complaints,  but, 
in  my  long  banilhment  from  polifhcd  lb- 
ciety,   I  have  not  once  met  with  a  pcr- 
fon'who  could  underftand  my  peculiar 
Sources  of  uneafinefs  :  and  the  relief  tb.e 
niind  experiences  from  unburthening;  it- 
felf  to  a  humane  heart,  is  a  plerJure  fo 
E  5  grc -r, . 
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great,  and  to  me  fo  new^  that  I  date  vcft- 
ture  to  hope  you  will  pardon  me/' 

'*  My  dear  fir,"  replied  Mr-  Thora* 
borough,  **  your  apology  is  unnecefliry ; 
your  confidence  has  extremely  obliged 
me ;  and  I  flatter  myfelf  it  will  be  m 
my  power  to  prove  myfelf  not  unw^otthy 
of  it.  Your  banifliment,  as  you  call  i^ 
is  a  very  unjuft  one.  I  know  the  Fennel 
family  perfedly  well ;  and  as  you  Icem 
to  be  acquainted  with  the  charader  they 
bear/you  will  not,  I  trufl,  be  offended,  if 
I  give  you  a  recital  of  my  introdudion 
to  them,  and  its  confequences."  Here  he 
related  all  the  circumftances,  with  refpecl 
to  them,  which  to  the  reader  are  already 
known;  and  then  continued  : 
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f '  Thu8^  fir,  you  fee  I  owe  them  fomc 
fervices  for  the  difadvantages  I  have  ap- 
parently drawn  on  them  i  and  what  part 
of  their  family  is  fo  worthy  attention 
and  regard^  as  Mrs.  Fleming  ?  Do  not 
refufe  me  the  pleafure  (obferving  he 
was  going  to  interrupt  him)  of  endea- 
vouring to  draw  you  from  this  folitude, 
and  placing  you  in  a  fituation  you  are 
well  calculated  to  fill.  I  have,  unlefs  I 
deceive  myfelf,  fome  intereft :  but  I  will 
not  fay  more  on  this  fubjeft,  left  you 
Ihould  imagine  I  am  like  the  man  in 
Jefeph  Andrews." 

*'  Indeed,    fir,"    returned  Mr.  Fle- 
ming, warmly,  **  I  can  never  think  that. 
At  the  rifque  of  your  own  life,  you  have 
already '  conferred   a  moft  ineftimable 
£  6  favour 


J   I 


Hlkt:'. 


i'jj--* 


f    .^ 
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the  £uniiy>  and  the  moft  like  herfelf,  we 
learn  that  Harry  and  his  wife  are  very 
cpmfortably  fetded  -,  and  the  former  had 
taken  pofleflion  of  the  place^  which  I 
now  find  it  was  your  goodncfs  pro- 
cured for  him,' 

Soon  after  this  they  arrived  at  the 
end  of  their  walk;  and,  on  their  return, 
converted  on  indifferent  fubjefts.  When 
our  hero  re-entered  the  little  parfonage, 
he  found,  in  his  (hort  abfence,  there  had 
been  a  confiderable  alteration  for  the  bet- 
ter, both  in  the  appearance  of  the  houfe 
and  family.  He  was  uftiered  into  a  fmall 
boarded  apartment;  the  children  were 
ail  dreffed,  and  Mrs.  Fleming  herfelf 
appeared  like  another  woman.  Upon 
lookbg  at  her,  to  fee  if  he  could  difco- 
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vtt  any  trace  of  tbc  Fcancls  m  her  ccsyatfr 
nance  t  he  difcemcd  ther^mias  ofhcMMft 
loH  nor  by  age  (for  (he  w^  net  mm 
xhm  ainc  and  iwoacy),  but  by  feup«, 
illncfs,  and    anxiety  i  aod  a  fwrnodb 
and  modcfty  in  her  ejo,' which  proved 
(he  had  once  been  fupcrJor  to  her  flfer, 
whofe  features  had  00  tnark  of  diberi 
There  was  fomething,  not  of  polifli,  but 
of  genteel   fimplicity  in    her  manners, 
very  interefting ;  and  her  drels,  thojgh 
not  fafhionable,  was  yet  fo  different  from 
what  it  had  been  the  evening  before, 
that  it  added  not  a  little  to  her  improve- 
ment. 

Mr.  Fleming  was  the  gentleman  and 
the  fcholar;  but  had  been  foured  by 
afflidion.   He  was  however  at  this  time 

rcmaikably 


i 
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mnarkably  cheerful;  and  when,  after 
dinner^  Mrs.  Fleming  left  them  over 
their  bottles  of  mead  and  currant  wine, 
the  beft  liquors  their  cellar  produced,  he 
declared  he  had  not  for  many  years  paff- 
ed  fo  happy  a  day.- 

Our  hero  was  much  affefted  by  this 
declaration,  and  fecretly  determined  to 
provide  for  him,  if  it  was  in  his  power. 
Towards  evening  he  took  leave;  and 
little  George  following  him  to  the  gate, 
he  (hook  him  by  the  hand ;  and  flipping 
into  it  five  guineas,  begged  he  would  ac- 
cept of  them,  as  a  flight  remembrance. 
Mr.  Fleming  was  then  at  fome  diftance, 
(landing  by  his  horfe ;  and  the  child,  de- 
lighted, though  fcarcely  fenfible  of  their 
Talue,  ran  back  with  them  to  his  mother, 

wha 


\^ 
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who  was  muc!i  Uruck  bjr  the  delicaq 
with  which  Uiis  prefent  was  made.  Nor 
was  Mr.  Fleming  lef^  clianned  with  ite 
inftaoce  of  attention^  than  he  had  been, 
through  the  whole  day,  widi  our  hero's 
behaviour  in  every  point  i  who*  murn- 
ing  to  Dickfon's  farm,  and  fleeping  there 
that  night,  the  following  mornbg  pur- 
fued  his  journey. 


CHAP- 
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CHAP.      VI. 

Instead  of  travelling  Howly  through 
the  weftern  countries,  as  he  had  intend- 
ed, our  hero  was  now  fo  anxious  to  com- 
plete his  benevolent  purpofc,  that  he 
tc^k  the  fliorteft  road,  and  ftaid  only 
when  his  horfes  .^ere  too  much  tired  to 
go  on.  He  was  within  twenty  miles  of 
London,  when  he  obfcrved  a  fuperb 
equipage  drive  into  the  inn  where  he 
was  to  dine.     The  arms  informed  him  it 

was   lord    M 's;-»and  going  to  the 

windcvv,.he  faw  his  lordfliip  alight,  and 
hand  out  a  young  lady,  whofe  face  how- 
ever he  could  not  fee.     He  had  been  in- 
troduced 
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troduced  to  him  at  Mr,  CoQway*Sj  tfl 
whom  his  lordlhip  was  a  paftkuUr 
friend ;  and  knowing  Mr.  Thombo- 
rough's  intcreft  in  Berkihire,  had  paid 
him  the  utraoft  court. 


d 


Lord  M—  was  a  peer  of  the  realm: 
but  his  high  ftation  had  not  prefer^ 

him  from  meannefs;  nor  was  his  dig- 
nity equalled  by  his  virtue.  He  was  a 
widower,  his  lady  having  died  of  a 
broken  heart  in  the  feventh  year  of 
their  marriage,  and  her  children  were  all 
fettled  in  the  world.  After  her  death, 
difliking  the  idea  of  a  fecond  lading  en- 
gagement, he  kept  a  variety  of  miftreffes, 
by  whom,  as  it  may  be  fuppofed,  he  was 
cheated  and  jilted.  Difgufted  at  length 
with  the  libertinifm  of  their  manners, 

and 
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id  fuffering  confiderably  in  his  fortune 
om  their  extravagance,  he  refolved  to 
larry  and  live  quietly  in  the  country. 
ut  this  was  a  fcheme  not  fo  eafily 
Fedted  :  the  virtuous  abhorred  his  cha- 
t6ter,and  the  diflSpated  feared  his  rigour, 
11  after  many  months  fpent  in  the  fearch 
F  a  wife,  he  was  introduced  to  a  young 
dy,  who  had  fo  many  reafons  for  wifli- 
ig  to  marry,  that  (he  overlooked  the 
fparity  of  their  years,  and  his  reputed 
aloufy  and  ill-humour;  and  having 
3  principle  herfelf,  (he  could  not  reafon- 
jly  objedt  to  his  total  want  of  it.  The 
reliminaries  were  confequently  foon  ad- 
ifted,  they  had  beeii  married  a  fortn- 
ight, and  were  now  on  their  way  to 
is  lord(hip's  feat  in  the  north. 

Learning 
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Learning  accidentally  our  hexo  tu 

in  the  houfe,  lord  M —  fcnt  hicnimcf- 

fagc,  and  he  waited  on  liim  immcdiast- 

ly.     After  the  firft  compliments,  be  led 

him  up  to  his  lady,  in  whom^  tohisucKT 

aftoniQiment>  he  difcovcred  the  Uie  miS 

Arabella  Southlll-     Surprifc  for  ania- 

ftant  chained  his  tongue;  but  wbcoh^; 

recovered,  he  paid  his  congmuUi 

ix'ith  a  tolerable  grace,  and  then,  with  in 

linkc  prefeiice  of  mind,  turned  to  Iiis  , 

loulihip,    and    npologized,    by    f-iying, 

that  having  iatcly  met  th.at  Luly  at  her 

fi'hci'5,   and   not    Laviiv^   hcarJ  oi  lu^r 

marriage,  he  could  not  conquer  t'.c  l^r- 

prifc  he  felt  at  feeing  in  her  lady  M-** 

This  fpccch   gave   her  ladyfhip  ^^^^ 
to  conceal,   though  flie  could  not  con- 
quer » 
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qucr,  her  confufion,  at  thus  unexpeftediy 

meeting  one  to  whom  her  whole  con- 

dudt  was  known  :  but  there  was  in  his 

manner  fomething  of  a  pleafant  frank- 

nefsj  that  prevented  the  continuance  of 

thofe  fears  which  his  appearance  at  firfl: 

excited^  left  heihould  betray  her.   This, 

however,  was  far  from  his  intention  ;  he 

faw  through  the  motive  of  her  marriage, 

and  judged  Ihe   would    be   fnfficiently 

puniftied  by  her  union  with   lord  M— , 

ipihofe  character  was  as  well  known   to 

him  as  his  perfon. 

Willing  to  convince  her  (he  had  no 

caufc  to  dread   him,    he   accepted  his 

Wdftiip's  prefling  invitation  to  dinner, 

aad  whilft  they  were  at  tabic  made  every 

P^^ite  enquiry  after  her  family;  fpoke 


■i 
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of  her  filler  Harrifon,  and  carefulif 
avoided  every  topic  that  coold  rcoew  m 
her  mind  the  difagreeable  incmory  of 
the  drcutnftances  attending  their  &fi 
acquaintance. 


4 


The  converfatiOQ  thei^  turned  Ofl  tk 
Conway  s*    in  which    fhe   bore  a  put 

with  as  much  effrontery  as  if  the  name 

had  been  till  that  moment  a  ftranger  to 

her;   and  this   leading  to   politics,  our 

hero  exprefled  himfelf  fo  warmly  on  the 

minifterial  fide,  that  lord  M— ,  who  was 

a  complete  courtier,  was  charmed,  and 

wifhing  to  fecure  his  attachment  to  their 

caufe,  afked  him  if  he  had   any  friend 

in  the  clerical  line  he   vvifhcd  to  oblig^^ 

as  a  living  in  his  gift  was    juil  then  v:3-- 

cant,   and   much  at    his     fervicc.     IVI'^ 

TUornboroii^  ^ 
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oraborough  inftantly  thought  of  Mr, 
niiiig;  and  mentionuig  the  circum* 
ices  to  his  lordlhip,  he  approved  of 
choice^  and  faid  the  prefentation 
uld  be  made  out  in  his  name.  Lady 
—  exerted  herfelf  fo  earneftly  in  this 
ir^  that  our  hero  could  fcarcely 
id  fmiling,  from  an  idea  that  (he 
rht  fuppofe  it  would  bind  him  to 
recyi  and  everything  relating  to  it 
Qg  fettled^  lord  and  lady  M —  took 
ire,  and  proceeded  on  their  journey. 

Mr.  Thornborough,  much  pleafed  at 
ring  fo  happily  accompliflied  part  of 
plan  without  any  trouble,  fat  down 
antly  to  acquaint  Mr.  Fleming  with 
good  fortune,  defiring  him  to  come 
^on  as  pofhble,  and  take  poffeflion 

of 


i 
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of  his  living,  which  was  in  Wiltfliirc 
and  worth  about  t\vo  hundred  a  yeai 
In  this  letter  he  inclofcd  a  draught  oj 
his  banker  for  a  handfomc  fum,  polite 
•jr.  ly  apologizing  for  this  liberty,  by  fay 

ing,  as  the  removal  of  a  family  wa 
unavoidably  attended  with  cxpence,  h< 
hoped  Mr.  Fleming  would  not  refufc 
to  confider  that  trifle  as  his  own.  Hav- 
ing fcalcd  up  this  letter,  he  felt  a  ftrong 
impiilfc  to  fend  another  of  congratula- 
tions to  his  friend  Conway ;  but  being 
told  his  phaeton  was  ready,  he  had  only 
time  to  write  the  following  fliort  billet : 

"  I  have  juft  had  a  mofl  extraordinary 
interview  with  lord  and  lady  M — :  the 
papers  niuft  have  informed  you  the 
latter  was  Arabella  Southill.    You  may 

fuppofc 
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ly  introdudion  wasnotextremcly 
to  her :  indeed  her  countenance 
IS  much  apprehenfion  as  mine 
liftiment ;  but   you    may  con- 
thing  paffed.  I  congratulate  you 
final  releafe,  for  fiich,  I  truft, 
eflecmit;  and  give  me  leave 
you  need  not  wi(h  her  more 
lan  (he  is  doomed  to  experience. 
lim  well,  and  know   him  to  be 
jfpicions,    and   unfeeling.    She 
miilake  not,  atone  for  all  her 
iucl;  and  it  is  right  (he  (hould; 
by  the  glitter  of  a  coronet,  (he 
Seed  every  hope  of  pe^ce.    Yet, 
.ce  could  (he  feci,  after  having 
way  her  own  hapj^inefs,  in  giv- 
fuch    a   caufe  to    rejc.l   her? 
ore  let  mc  entreat   you  to  f  jr- 
IV.  F  get 


\.*.ai   v^v.». 
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CHAP.      VII. 

^HEN  thcfc  letters  were  finiflied 
I  fent  away,  our  hero  purfued  his 
rney,  and  arrived  at  Winchefter, 
hout  meeting  with  any  adventure 
rth  relating.  Healightedat  the  George, 
1  fent  off  his  own  fervant,  with  a  note 
Mr.  Mellifti,  expreffing  a  wifli  to  fee 
a  on  particular  bufinefs,  and  that  he 
uld  wait  on  him  the  following  morn- 
;,  at  any  hour  he  (hould  choofe  to  ap- 
:nt.  The  fervant  foon  returned  with 
'•  Mellilh's  compliments,  and  (hould 
glad  of  bis  company  at  breakfaft. 
F2  With 
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Widi  this  invitation  he  refolvcd  to  com- 
ply, and  arrived  at  the  houfe  a  little  be- 
fore tea. 

Mr.  MdliChy  who  had  been  ill  with 
the  gout,  was  not  yet  come  down  (burs ; 
but  his  lady  received  our  hero  with  a 
great  degree  of  formal  and  old  falhion- 
cd  politenefs.  She  was  very  far  ad- 
'*  vancei  in    life,    but   had   an   apparent 

^j  mildnels  in  her  manner,  which  promifed 

[f  him  fixcefs  with  her  at  leaft ;  though 

he  had  brcn  the  whole  morning  haunted 
bv  the  recollection  how  unfortunate  he 
^  had  been  in  fome   of  his  firft  adven- 

i:  tures,   and  into  what   ridiculous    fitua- 

i'  dons  they  had  drawn  him,  partiailarly 

thofe  in    which  the  Fennels  had  been 
an^  ^^^  concerned. 


E    -^ 
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Yet,  though  difcoiiraged  by  thefe 
ideas,  they  did  not  prevent  him  from 
attempting  to  execute  what  he  thought 
right;  and  he  now  addrefled  Mrs.  Mel- 
li(h  on  the  fubjeft  which  brought  him 
to  Winchefter,  related  to  her  his  acci- 
dental meeting  with  her  nephew,  his  fi- 
tuation,  the  prudent  conduft  both  of 
him  and  his  wife,  and  their  prefent  im- 
proved profpeds,  from  the  living  lord 
M—  had  given  him,  modcftly  con- 
cealing the  part  he  had  taken  in  it  him- 
felf.  *'  And  now,  my  dear  madam," 
added  he,  "  as  you  know  my  motives, 
I  truft  you  will  forgive  my  intrufion. 
Fearful  of  his  uncle's  continued  refent- 
ment,  he  probably  would  not  have 
ventured  to  folicit  a  reconciliation ; 
which,  however,  after  fo  many  years, 
F  3  lAx. 
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Mr.  MellUh  may  be  Icfs  unwilling  to 
grant  than  he  fuppofes :  and  as  fae  is 
•  now  in  a  manner  coming  into  this 
neighbourhood,  I  wifhed,  though,  be- 
lieve me,  entirely  unknown  to  him,  to 
give  you  a  hint  how  much  it  would 
Hicreafe  the  pleafure  he  muft  feel  at  his 
independance,  to  be  again  upon  ami- 
cable terms  with  thofe  friends,  of  whom 
he  ftill  fpeaks  with  the  higheft  refpeA 
and  efteem,  and  whom  he  acknowledges 
he  juftly  offended  by  his  indifcreet  con- 
nexion." 

Here  he  paufcd ;  and  Mrs.  Mellifti, 
wiping  her  eyes,  replied,  ^*  Indeed, 
fir,  you  are  very  good  ro  take  this  trou- 
ble, and  I  earnedly  hope  your  endea- 
vours  will  not  be  thrown  away ;  but  I 

dare 


A        NOVEL.  J03 

dare  not  anfwer  for  Mr.  Melli(h :  though 
I  can  afliirc  you,  it  has  not  been  my 
feult  that  poor  George  has  been  (o  long 
cftrangcd  from  us;  and  1  will  moft 
warmly  fecond  you." 

Our  hero  by  this  fpeech  found  her 
influence  was  but  fmall,  and  judging 
from  that  of  the  charafter  he  had  to 
deal  with 9  determined  to  oroceed  ac^ 
cording!';.  Y/uen  Mr.  Mellifti  made 
his  appearance,  and  the  firft  compli- 
ments had  paffed,  "  I  waited  on  you, 
fir,"  faid  our  hero,  ^^  to  mention  a  re- 
lation of  yours,  who  I  fear  has  been 
long  forgotten  by  you>  but  whom  you 
will  probably  recoiled  by  the  name  of 
Fleming.  I  have  lately  had  the  plea« 
fure  of  feeing  him,  and  have  now  th^c 
F4  ol 
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welly  I  don't  knowy  I  can't  fay  pofitive- 
Ijr;  but,  perhaps,  if  he  was  to  come 
here— — why,  fir,  you  know  it  is  a  long 
dme  fince  he  married,  though  I  was 
rcry  angry  then.  Well,  I  fay,  if  he 
thought  it  worth  his  while  to  come 
here  and  fee  me,  I  might  try  to  for- 
gave him.  £h,  fir,  what  do  you 
think  ?•' 

**  I  think,*'  returned  our  hero,  "  it 
irould  make  him  perfectly  happy  to  be 
idmitted  once  more,  to  pay  his  refped: 
and  duty.** 

*'  Ay,"  cried  Mrs.  Mellith,  who  had 
impatiently  watched  his  countenance, 
^'  pray  do  receive  him,  and  let  me 
prrice  to  tell  him.'' 

F  5  «^  What,l 


n 
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**  Wliat,  indeed  t  write  to  invite  him! 
No,  no,  rU  have  no  fucb  doing,  I  pro* 
inife  you.    If  he  comes^  k  (hall  be  all 
,    of  his  own  head/' 

"  But  pray,  fir/'  added  the  old  ladf, 
addreffing  our  hero»  <«  do  you  fyppfife 
he  will  come,  after  having  had  fo  m:uif^ 

applications  refufed  ?" 

Mr,  Thornborough  gave  her  a  figni- 
ficant  look,  which  (he  underftood,  and 
then  replied,  *^  Yes,  madam,  I  do  firmly 
believe  he  will ;  though  I  again  repeat, 
my  vilit  is  unknown  to  him,'* 

Mr.Mellifh  then  made  many  cnquirie5, 
during  the  time  of  breakfaft,  of  his  fa- 
mily,   conduft,    and   fituation;    to  aJl 

whici 
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which  the  anfwers^  though  net cr  deviate 
iDg  from  the  truth,  contributed  to  melt 
the  old  man's  heart,  which  was  naturally 
of  very  tough  materials. 

When  our  hero  took  leave,  the  old 
hdy  followed  him  to  the  hall  door;  and 
there,  in  few  but  very  expreffive  words, 
thanked  him  for  his  benevolent  intention, 
and  exulted  in  its  fuccefs.  ; 

**  May  I/'  whifpercd  (he,  as  if  afraid 
of  being  heard,  ^^  interpret  your  look  at 
breakfafl  into  a  promife  of  letting  him 
know  yourfelf  what  he  may  exped  ?'* 

**  You   may  indeed,**  returned  our 

hero  as  foftly;  then  wifliing  her  a  good 

F  6  morning 
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morning  aloud^  he  rode  off  deVigbicd  it 
his  unexpeded  fuccefs;  and  the  m* 
ftant  he  returned  to  the  George,  al- 
ways indefatigable  in  whatever  he  im- 
denook,  he  fat  down  to  inform  Mr, 
Fleming  of  what  had  paired^  and  CD 
advife  him  what  ftcps  to  puifoe*  He 
then  fet  out  on  his  journey  to  Berk* 
fhirc^  and  arrived  at  Thorn  boroi^gh 
Abbey  in  the  evening.  Late,  how- 
ever, as  it  was,  Mr.  Littleton  was 
there  to  receive  him ;  and  they  fat  up 
almoft  half  the  night  talking  over 
paft  events,  ferae  of  which  afforded 
our  hero  much  pain;  but  in  general 
the  recapitulation  of  his  own  conduft 
gave  him  that  pleafure  which  is  ever 
an  attendant  upon  the  confcioufnefs  of 

having 
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^ing  afted  for  the  bcft,  and  given 
our  own  comfort  and  fatisfaAion 
the   advantage    and  happinefs  of 

lers. 
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1  HE  next  morning,  after  calling 
the  parfonage,  and  paying  bis  cxhb 
ments  to  Mrs.  Littleton^  our  hero  rode 
over  to  Beech  Park,  where  he  was  re- 
ceived with  unfeigned  fatisficlion  by  the 
whole  family,  and  his  friend  Mr.  Firz- 
william  in  particular.     After  Ibme  ge- 
neral converfation,   the  latter  dcfircd  he 
would  go  with  him  ir.to  the  library;  and 
when  they  were  alone,   ^«  I  have/'  faid 
he,   *^  fome  good  news  for  yoj,  but  I 
muft  relate  it  methodically.     Sir  Philip 
Barrymore  is  dead;  and  his  daughter, 
with  her  coufin  Cliarles,  very  foon  ex- 

^eded 
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pe£ted  in  England.  Your  old  acquaint* 
ance  Mr.  Barrymore,  now  fir  Charles, 
has,  fmce  his  deaths  redeemed  Delafield, 
the  houfe  arid  eftate  mortgaged  to  fir 
Hamilton  Erikine,  and  has  t-^ken  pof- 
fefiion.  He  was  there  for  feme  weeks 
before  I  returned  to  Beech  Park ;  and 
the  inftant  I  kne\y  it,  I  haftened  over, 
and  faid  every  thing  I  could  in  your  fa- 
vour, fpoke  of  your  attachment  to  his 
beautiful  niece,  and  the  deception  you 
had  been  unhappily  engaged  in." 

f*  You  wejFC  very  good  indeed,  my 
dear  fir :  but  what  faid  he  ?" 

f«  Why,  he  (aid  he  had  a  very  fincere 
re^d  for  you,  and  a  good  opinion  of 
yoUj  which  my  account  had  ftrength« 

cacd  ; 
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ened;  but  that  Sophy  was  her  own  tniC^ 
trefs,  and  upon  whomever  her  affcAkxis 
were  pkced,  he  (hould  not  oppofe  thenu 
I  then  hinted  I  had  heard  of  an  attach* 
ment  between  mifs  Barrymore  and  hb 
fbn:    but  he  replied  with  the  utmoft 
franluiefs,  that  report  was  wholly  with* 
out  foundation.     He  faid  they  had  been 
almoft  bred  up  together,  and  had  for 
each  other  a  fraternal  regard,  which  he 
hoped  would  never  decreafe,  though  it 
might  preclude  any  other  fontiment  of 
affedion.     He  promifed  me  his  intereft, 
and  gave  me  reafon  to  believe  the  fair 
Sophia  would  be  prevailed  on  to  give 
you  her   hand   without  any  difficulty. 
He  is  now  gone  to  London,  and  only 
waits  to  meet  his  fon  and  niece,  in  their 

way 
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way  from  Doveti  and  will  then  return 
hither  with  the  whole  family." 

*«  You  have,  indeed,  my  dear  fir," 
replied  Mr.  Thornborough,  "  been  the 
beft  friend  I  ever  had;  and  I  hope  I 
(hall  neither  prove  ungrateful  for  your 
kindnefs,  nor  undeferving  of  your  ef* 
teem.'* 

Here  the  converfation  ceafed  ;  but  as 
our  hero  fpent  the  whole  day  at  the 
Park,  it  was  frequently  renewed ;  and 
he  was  highly  pleafed  with  Caroline 
Fitzwilliam,  for  the  earneft  defire  (he 
cxpreflTed  to  fee  mifs  Barrymore,  and 
the  pleafure  (he  expefted  from  her  fo- 
ciety,  when  (he  was  fettled  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. 
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In  ihc  afternoon  they  were  joined  by 
ic  Littletons  j  and  the  entire  harmony 
id  confidence  which  fubfifted  among 
ic  party,  rendered  their  fociety  parti- 
alarly  pleafant  to  each  other.  Our  hero 
as^  again  all  himfelf :  animated  by  the 
opes  Mr.  Fitzwilliam  had  infpircd,  he 
avc  way  to  the  natural  cheerfulnefs  of 
is  difpofition,  which  often  drew*  from 
Irs.  Fitzwilliam.  who  had  not  kca 
im  fince  the  alteration  of  his  charader^ 
Kclamations  of  furprife  and  delight/ 

•On  the  following  morning  he  went  to 
ie  attorney  who  had  the  care  of  his 
flatc,  and  tranfafted  all  his  bufincfs,  to 
omplcte  the  execution  of  a  deed  he  had 
tfore  orclcred  to  be  prepared,  to  en- 
tlc  mifs  Deloiaine  to  the  fortune  he  de« 
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figned  to  give  up;  and,  when  it  was 
figned,he  difpatched  one  of  his  own  fer- 
yants  with  that  and  a  letter  to  her^  at 

Mr.  Harrifon's  in  Scafibrdfliire. 

« 

i  Returning  to  his  own  houfe,  he  paflcd 

by    Delafield,    and    obferving    fevcral 

ll  workmen  employed  in   alterations  and 

il  repairs,   it    inftantly    occurred  to  him, 

|i  that  Thornboroiigh  Abbess  though  at 

a  prcfent  wanting  nothing  material,  was 

yet  deficient  in  point  of  elegant  and  or- 

li  namental  decorations;  and  turning  his 

horfe's  head,  he  rode  fome  miles  out  of 

his  way  to  order  a  perfon  to  come  to 

him    that  very  afternoon,  to    confult 


h 


•;*. 


:  ) 


^■i\ 


|*H  about  the  improvements   he  defigncd. 

The  idea  of  mifs  Barrymoro's  tafte  and 
elegance  firft  infpircd  him  with  a  wilh 

of 
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*f  rendering  the  Abbey  not  contempti- 
ble in  her  eyes.  Yet  his  heart  fickened 
vith  the  fear,  that  all  this  anxiety  might 
i>e  to  no  purpofe,  fincc  her  decifion  was 
Is  yet  uncertain. 

Thornborough    Abbey  was,   as   the 
lamc  implied,  a  very  ancient  building, 
n  the  light  gothic  ftyle  of  architeclure  : 
)ut  whilft  its  outward   appearance  re- 
ained  all  the  venerable  grandeur  for 
Krfaich  it  had  been  fo  many  years  re- 
narkable,  within  it  had  all  the  comforts 
ud  all   the  conveniences  of  a  modern 
boufe ;  and  druck  not  with  that  gloomy 
awe,  and  thofe  terrific  fenfations,  which 
buildings  of  this  kind  are  apt  to  infpire, 
and  which  however  we  may  love  to  in- 
dulge for  a  few  hourSf  whilft  viewing  the 

remains 
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remiins  of  pdaces  or  convents,  tlad^^ 
their  antiquity,  and  paufing  with  fe&^ 
gioiA  dread  and  holy  horror  over  Ac 
Cunt  veftigesof  thcirfonnermagnificence, 
or  feeking  with  fond  enthu(ia(m  the  now 
valuable  reliques  of  their  fuperftiticm— 
become^  painful  if  conftant,  or,  what  is 
more  probable,  lofe  by  degrees  their 
eflcft  upon  common  minds.  For  many 
infenfible  hearts  regard  with  cold  curio- 
fity,  or  childifh  wonder,  the  venerable 
ruins  of  piles,  once  as  much  crowded  as 
they  are  now  deferted,  nor  conHder 

Where  bats  now  reft  their  feble  wings, 
Th'  luqHirpIed  fcaft  wis  wont  to  flow. 

And  beauty  danc'd  in  graceful  nogs. 
And  piinfifB  lat,  where  nettles  grow. 
# 

Yet  there  arc  thole,  upon  whofe  pe^ 

culiar 
S 
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#uliar  caft  of  mind  and  refined  fenti- 
mcnts,  the  gloomy  though  (lately  man* 
fions  of  "  other  years'*  imprcfs  a  degree 
of  melancholy  which  ends  in  habitual 
dejeftion  :  for  there  are  fe^  whofe  fpi- 
rits  are  at  once  fo  lively  and  tranquil 
as  to  indulge  at  pleafure  the  wild  effu- 
fions  of  romantic  enthufiafm,  and  at 
pleafure  turn  their  ideas  upon  gayer  and 
brighter  fubjeds. 

Thornborough  Abbey  poffeflcd  every 
advantage  that  could  be  wifiied  for: 
though  not  very  far  from  the  turnpike 
road,  it  was  too  diftant  to  receive  any 
inconvenience,  and  in  the  park  and  plea- 
fure grounds  there  was  every  variety 
that  wood  and  water  can'l^flow  ;  and 
ihe  adjacent  country  prefented  a  profpeft 

at 
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at  once  beautiful  and  enlivening.    Tbe 
intennixture  of  hills  and  valley  s,  villages, 
corn-fields,  meadows^  gentlemen's  feats,  ■ 
and  farm-houfes,  with  the  Thames  wind-' 
ing  its  way  through    this   enchanting 
fcene,  contributed  to  excite  in  tbe  be- ' 
holder  the  warmed  fenfations  of  grati- 
tude and   delight ;  and   impreffed  the" 
flrongeft  ideas  of  that  peace,  plenty  and  ' 
liberty,   which,   through  the   favour  of 
Heaven,  the  inhabitants  of  this  fea-girt 
ifle  fo -peculiarly  enjoy. 


rfe  bkfings 
TOgrat^il 


Nor  was  the  poffeflbr  of  thefe  bl 
infenfible  of  iheir  value,  or^TOgi 
to  the  Power  who  had  bellowed  them. 
His  mind,  at  reft  from  all  the  cares  which 
had  fo  long^^mented  him,  had  now 
leiTurc  to  le^a^Tth*  prefent  and  im- 
mediate 
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ettdiate  calls  upon  liis  benevolence ;  fen- 
^g.  u  fome  author  elegantly  expreflet 
^  we  can  beft  prove  our  gratitude  to 
Imvco  by  our  charity  to  our  fellow- 
retturfs:  and  he  infUntly  fct  about 
inning  a  large  and  extenfive  plan  for 
ic  benefit  of  his  poor  neighbours^ 
rhich  a  few  months  would  enable  him 
»  put  into  execution ;  and  which,  whilft 
;  was  free  from  any  poflibility  of  involv- 
ig  him  in  ridiculous  or  unpleafant 
icuations  (which  his  former  romantic 
Jiemesy  as  had  too  often  proved,  were 
oc)^  Momifed  him  a  fuperior  degree  of 
tfisM^ion%i  their  completion,  as  they 
rere  upon  a  more  general  and  ufeful 
ade. 

In  meditating  up6n  this/^and  over- 
?%  IV«  G  looking 
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looking  the  improvements  in  his  houfe ; 
in  the  fociety  of  his  friends^  and  antici* 
pating  the  higher  fatisfaAion  he  (hould 
enjoy  when  his  beloved  Sophia  retumedj 
a  fonnight  pafled  fmoothly  and  rapidly 
away. 


ii 


C  rv^w* 
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CHAP.      IX. 

I  T  was  now  the  latter  end  of  Septem- 
ber ;  and  one  bright  morning,  our  hero 
recoUedbing  his  promife  of  fpending  a 
day  with  Mr.  Conway,  who  had  paid 
him  an  early  vifit  on  his  return,  ordered 
his  horfe,  and  rode  to  Conway  Houfe. 
He  was  firft:  introduced  to  Mr.  Conway, 
who  taking  his  hand,  fliook  it  with  all 
the  warmth  of  extreme  friend(hip;  and 
thenj  bowing  with  all  the  politenefs  of  a 
courtier,  declared  himfeif .  infinitely  ho- 
noured by  this  vifit. 

...  I 
'«*Iwi(hcd,  my  good  fir/'  faid  he, 
G  2  ^^  vo 
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laYid,  ferthe  b(NX)ugb  of  D  ■  y  in  con- 
jtinfticm  with  fir  Edward  Allendale* 
Now,  a(s  they  have  been  atcuftomed  to 
iiavea  member  on  each  fide  of  the  quef- 
tion^  I  am  afraid  it  will  be  hard  pufk- 
cd^  particularly  as  Mr.  Fleetwood  i» 
#  popular  man.< — ^Now^  fir,  I  know 
jour  intereft  in  that  borough,  among 
your  tenants  and  tradefpeople,  is  fo 
great,  that  if  you  will  but  exert  it  in 
frvow  of  Moreland,  we  (hall  be  fure  of 
Juccefs^'^ 

•'  My  opinions/'  returned  our  hero, 
^h  much  fpiric,  ''are decidedly  in  favour 
45i  the  prefent  minidry;  I  approve  their 
plans,  I  applaud  their  conduft,  and  it  is 
^cver  my  firm  intention  to  fupport  them.^ 
fhtnB>re,  fir,  you  may  depend  upon  my 

G  5  HOXVCL^ 
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voting  for  the  colonel.  As  to  my  in- 
tereft,  if  my  advice  is  aiked  upon  the 
fubjeft^  I  Ihail  certainly  give  it  in  his 
fiivoitr ;  but  how  I  can  otherwife  exert  it 
I  do  not  clearly  fee.** 

'*'  **  Oh,**  cried  Mr.  Conway,  ^*  you  can 
•  get  him  fifty  votes  if  you  choofe ;  it  is 
but  threatening  your  tradefpeople  to 
leave  them,  if  they  will  not  vote  as 
you  pleafe,  and  you  may  befureof  then> 
all :  I  would  do  fo,  if  I  was  not  in  par- 
liament myfclf," 

•*  Would  you?'*  returned  Mr.  Thorn* 
borough,  with  an  indignant  calmncfs; 
**  I  am  forry  for  it :  but  give  me  leave 
to  fay  my  principles  are  different  j  nor 
would  I  influence  a  tenant  or  a  depen- 
dant 
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danc  by  thefe  violent  meafures^  If  the 
ele&ion  refted  only  on  a  iingle  vote, 
chough  the  candidate  were  my  own  bro- 
ther.  According  to  my  ideas^  threats 
are  as  unjufliBabie  as  bribes;  and  what 
becomes  of  the  liberty  of  the  nation,  if 
a  haughty  and  infolent  man  exerts  the 
power  given  him  for  a  better  purpofe, 
to  oblige  a  poor  creature,  whofe  bread 
depends  upon  his  acquiefcence,  to  give 
a  vote  againd  his  confcience,  and  too 
often  to  confirm  it  by  a  falfe  oath  ?  Where 
think  you,  fir,  in  this  cafe,  reds  the  iin 
of  perjury  ?  It  falls  not  on  the  unrefift- 
ing  vaflal,  but  on  the  tyrannic  lord  ; 
and  nothing  (hould  tempt  me  to  load 
my  confcience  with  fo  heavy  a  charge.*' 

Mr.  Conway,  who  was  totally  devoid 
G  4  cit 
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of  all  principle  of  this  kind,  couU  M 
have  concealed  the  anger  And  comcftt^ 
this  fpcech  excited^  hid  he  noc  Ion 
praaifcd  diffimuktion;  and  new,  Tciltn 
his  real  fcntiments  tinder  the  appeaninc 
of  conviftion,  replied — **  To  be  fun 
Mr.  Thornborough,  you  are  pcrfcfti 
rightjand  your  opinion  is  as  juft  as  wife 
but  you  make  no  allowance  for  the  gooi 
[  ;t*  that  may  arife  from  this  method  q 
proceeding,  and  thus  counterbahDC 
the  evil.  Confider,  my  dear  friend,  di 
good  of  your  country;  confider  wba 
infinite '* 


':■[■!■' 


*'  If/*  intermpted  our  hero,  "  the  fafet; 
of  my  country  depended  upon  my  aftinj 
-;  i>!  '.  contrary  to  every  idea  of  juftice,  honour 

vj  ;;,  or  humanity,  I  do  not  conceive,  ever 

mm.  hca.. 


m. 
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ifieiisfiich  meafures  could  be  jufttfiable. 

fti^  as  it  ifl»  I  hope,  my  dear  fir^  my 

country  is  in  no  danger  from  my  not  in» 

cerfcringiathe  prefentinftance;  and^  bcr 

licve  me,  I  would  to  the  utmofl:  exert 

fByfelf  in  any  way  that  I  could  imagine 

'ufefbl,  or  that  oould  be  pointed  out  to 

me  as  fuch^  if  it  accorded  with  my  opii- 

it 
nion  of  propriety^*' 

.Mr«  Conway  would  not  give  up  the 
iU^ument>  though  our  hero  thought  he 
had  fpoken  decifively  enough  upon  the 
fubjeft  to  have  concluded  il.  But  the 
other  ftill  continued — 

•*  And  tlien,  fir,  you  forget  how  the- 

•ppofite  party  conduft  themfelves.    Do 

C  5.  they 
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iatisia^on  of  our  hero,  whofe  mind  was 
iboo  4elicace  not  to  feel  pain  at  being 
^Od^iged  to  tell  any  perfon  how  totally  he 
difapproved  his  principles^  yet  too  can- 
did not  openly  to  avow  his  own  fenti- 
inents, .. 

,  In  the  dining  parlour,  beiides  the 
.ladies  of  the  family,  he  found  mifs  Cle- 
mentina Molefworth,  a  mifs  Leflie,  Mr. 
Manningford,  Mr.  Trefilian,  Mr.  Da- 
Tentry,  and  two  or  three  other  gcntle- 
nen  who  were  ftrangers  to  him.  A 
.great  many  nothings  paiTed  on  all  lidcs 
during  dinner :  but,  when  the  fcrvants 
were  withdrawn,  our  hero  unfortunately 
revived  the  fubjeft  of  the  play,  by  alking 
if  it  had  been  performed,  and  how  it 
went  off. 

G  6  Mifs  ^ 
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1 

Oft 

itil 


-^lAWifs  Conway,  to  whom  tbis  qudtioft 
was  addreflcdj  coloured,  but  made 
anfwcr.     But  Mr*  Trefilian  replied,  iritli' 
^  laugh — "  Why,  fir,  it  went  off  fo  a^ 
Yittly,  and  fo  fwift,  that,  *  like  the  bafe- 
iefs  fabric  of  a  vliionj  k  kaves  not 


wreck  behind*'* 


*'  True,*'  addfd  imfe  Conwajr^  at- 
tempting  tofmilei  ^^we  found  it  wa» 
not  prafUcable.  and  (b  save  k  jup.  I 
think.'* 

•*  The  truth  of  this  ftory,  however, 
TUfhi^ered  Mr.  Trefilian  to  our  l^crQ,. 
jjirbcji  the  r^  of  the  company  wcj^  top 
aiuch  engaged  to  hear  him,  /*is,diat 
mils  Coaway  has  an  admirer  who  is 
^  many 


jMfiy.  yean  her  fenior ;  ud  who^  faear^ 

ing  of  the^plan^^aad  Jiot  approviiig  thea*^ 

ttical  exbibicionty  wrote  m  one  word,. 

without  Handing  upon  compliments  or 

CBrenx)nies,  ^  Give  up  the  play,  or  me ;: 

take  your  choice;  if  you  a£t  Almeriat. 

you  fee  me  no  more/    This  was  the 

lubftance  of  his  letter,  and  I  believe 

nearly  the  words*^    What  the  lady's  de» 
■  J- 
termination  would  have  been,  I  cannot 

fey  J  but  the  father  was  fo  clearly  on^ 
Mn  Ellifon's  fide,  that  it  admitted  not  a 
debate.  However  that  may  be,  I  be* 
ISeve  mifs  Conway,  who  never  loved  her 
hufband  that  is  to  be,  is  now  fo  morti* 
fied  and  fo  angry,  and  defpifes  fo  much 
his  narrow  and  illiberal  notions,  as  flie 
lenns  them,  that  Ihe  is  more  indifferent 
to  him  thjtn  ever ;  though  I  fancy  flie 

hat 
w 


bBsAiUruffideiit  attidiment  tahislbfAiWt 
to  make  her^fupon Inaturc  ooofideiMJOA 
pot  forry:  thai:  (be  did  not  pcrfift  agiunft 
Ids  incUnacioiis;  but,  I  iouigiae^  inteadi 
to.rerenge  heifelf  wben  Cbe  is  Avnfc^ 
«id  has  it  in  her  power*** 

^^  Poor  man  !'^  cried  our  hero,  with  a 
fmile;^  ^'  what  a  delightful  chance  of 
happinefs  will  he  have  1** 

'«  Ay,"  returned  the  other,  5f  it  is 
thefe  little  events  which  make  me  rejoice 
in  being  an  old  bachelor  ;  and  ezclaimi 
with  a  modem  poet, 

*  Whilft  fni^7 1  fintle  ob  tajfe^V  and  B17  cat, 
'  The  iharp  Qotes  of  marriage  are  woffe  than  the  flat.' 

The  loud  noife,  occafioned  by  hr.lf 
the  company's  fpeaking  at  once,  now 

cealed. 
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ceafcd^  and  put  an  end  to  their  conver- 
[ktion ;  when  the  fubjeft  of  it,  drawing 
op  her  head,  faid,  ^^  I  have  been  fo  often 
refbTedby  Mr.  Thornborough,  that  I 
ktiow  not  how  to  condefcend  to  afk  an* 
other  favour  of  him,  or  I  would  enquire 
if  we  might  expeft  his  affiftance  in  a  little 
concert  we  have  formed  for  this  even* 
Ing - 

**  Whenever  mifs  Conway,'*  replied 
he,  bowing,  ^^  honours  me  with  a  re- 
queft  it  is  in  my  power  to  comply  with, 
[  am  always  happy  to  accede  to  it." 

*'  Then  you  will  not  return  to-night, 
t  hope/*  added  Mrs.  Conway ;  **  for, 
if  you  do,  your  affiftance  will  not  be  of 
much  fervice  to  us,  as  we  (hall  not  be- 
gin till  it  is  dark.** 


"Cei 


;t^3dsv 


«*  Ccraunlr  I  wiU  oo^  laadma^  if  kit 
your  wilh  I  ftiocild  Ib^y/^ 

mf ,  %bo  hftd  (buggled  to  bide  fait* 
chtpurnrith^fwie  liiccefiF*<^tfa&4j^ 
w&JKW:CSQ  Jhort  to  £aWsx  diftaut  t^ 
tws  ta  letunt  dU  die  nesit  maratjig  tf 
leaft.  Btit  youj  Mr.  Tbomboroug^}  t 
hope,  will  not  limit  yours*'* 

Oer  hcio  bow^  ;  msd  the  iadictfocui 
tfiW'FQtijped  to  the  diEwing  room*         - 


CHAF. 
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CHAP.      X. 

Vv  H  EN  tbe  tta  Cable  wte  rettioved^ 
^  cMilptBjr  ik^dtirned  to  the  mufic 
vacMBk  TJhe  miis  CoowAys  were  ihif- 
tfeSQfi  <tf f  <bis  dclighcfiil  artv  and  played 
with  wonderful  ezecitdcm:  CharlMte 
mUb  fung  with  great  ikill>  and  had  a  fur- 
prifing  compafs  of  voice.  Ihit  bock 
their  iinging  and  playing  were  fo  con*^ 
Ibnarit  to  their  general  manners^  fo  ui!ter- 
Ijr  without  feling  or  exprcSion,  that  our 
tero  could  fcarcdy  attend  fufficiently  ta 
Afe  inftrument  he  had  cho&n,  for  re^ 
fiefking  on  the  fuperiority  ef  mifs  Barry* 
xnoreywhofe  delicacy  of  mindj^  elegance 

J 
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•      "  What  is  all  this?*'  faid  Mrs.  Con- 
way; 

*'  Oh,"  cried  her  daughter,  *'  nothing 
to  us,  I  dare  fay  :  let  us  go  on.  Mr. 
Thomborough,  fliall  we  have  one  of 
VanhalTs?'* 

*"  **  Yes,  madam,  if  you  plcafc,  his  forty- 
fecond." 

Mrs,  Conway  again  interfered;  and 
the  fervant  replied — '*  Juft  now,  madam, 
*a  chaife  drove  up  to  the  gate,  and  a 
gentleman  getting  out  rang  the  bell,  and 
defired  we  would  permit  him  to  bring 
in  a  lady  for  a  few  minutes,  and  give 
her  fome  drops ;  for  he  thought  fhc 
was  dying.     I  brought  the  meflage  to 

miLa 


tbemcd  th^  intp  the  pvlour:,  4ll 
fcntlema^  if  goof  to  tosh  »phy$qiii» 
«^..44|Br'.l4«iiaQea«x,k.6^  to 

"PwOi!'*  cried  mift  Cofijiiaf ^  .'f  4k 
troman  is  aa  ideot,;  bc&dcMfVihat,  good 
Q  can  we.do^  if  we  go  ?  .Piaj>  TJxwuh 

i  I  bad  they  no  (ervanc  with  them  i*^  . 

1 

«« No,  madam.?  . 

i 

^  Did  dicj  come  in   a  gentlcmaa*! 
U  cvriagcr 

.^^  No^  madam^  a  hack  chaifc^^ 

H  Some  trumpery  people,  then,  TU 
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Uj  tof  Itfe.  I  wonder  thqr  had  the 
afliiranec  to  come  to  a  ftrange  bouib 
likcthi9^  at  fuch  a  time  of  night  too! 
I  wonder  they  had  not  gone  on  to  Read- 
ing." 

Mifs  Leflie  then  oCered  to  go  down 
herfelf ;  and  Mrs.  Conway,  who  had  more 
prudence,  tliough  perhaps  not  more  feel* 
ing  than  her  daughters,  determined  to 
follow ;  and  Mr.  Conway,  defiring  to  be 
called  when  the  gentleman  returned, 
(hut  the  door  after  them,  and  fat  down. 

Mr.  Thornborough,  hearing  all  thai 
paffcd,  was  (hocked  at  the  infolence  and 
infenfibility  the  whole  family  betrayed  on 
this  occafion ;  and  felt  a  ftrange  airiofity 
la  know^  who  the  unfortunate  travellers 


iv-  wcce 
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were,  whofe  ill  ftars  had  brought  ihem 
to  this  houfe  :  a  curiofity  in  him  fo  ua- 
ufualj  that  he  could  not  account  for  iu^ 

In  a  few  minutes  the  footman  caou^,  I 
in  again,  and  faid  he  had  been  miftaken 
in  fuppoling  the  gentleman  was  goue 
himfelf  for  a  phyfician  ;  he  had  only  left 
the  roqm  to  fend  on  the  pofl^lion^  .wljio 
was  fo  much  intoxicatBd  he.  could 
fcarcely  fit  his  horfes. 

'*  Then/*  interrupted  our  hero,  *^  he 
muft  be  very  unfit  to  fend  on  fo  im- 
portant an  occafion:"  and  determining 
to  offer  his  own  fdrvant,  as  he  did  not 
imagine  Mr.  Conway  intended  to  notice 
this  intelligence^  he  clofed  the  mufic 
book ;  and^  with  a  flight  bow  to  mifs 
^  Conway, 
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^oawBj,  who  looked  angrily  at  the  man 
yr  again  interrupting  them^  left  the 
oom  and  went  down  ftairs.  In  croff- 
Dg  the  hally  he  met  a  gentleman  in 
Dourning ;  and  inftantly  gueffing  it  was 
he  ftranger,  he  addrefled  him  with  his 
ofual  politenefs : 

*«  I  feel,  fir,  too  much  concern  for  the 
caufe  which  at  this  hour  obliges  you  to 
feek  an  afylum  in  a  ftrange  houfe^  not 
to  take  every  method  in  my  power  to 
alleviate  the  diflrefs  you  are  in.  Men- 
tion only  what  phyfician  you  wi(h  to  fee, 
and  my  fervant  (hall  this  moment  fet 
out  for  Reading,  and  not  return  without 
Wm." 

f'lthankyou,  fir,"  replied  the  gentle- 
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lous  intendoiij  by  refufing  the  afTiflance 
you  offer,  and  will  therefore  beg  you  to 
tcod  for  any  pby fician  of  whofc  fkill  you 
have  an  opinion^  as  I  am  an  utter  (Iran- 
gcr,  not  only  to  this  part  of  the  country, 
but  to  all  its  inhabitants." 

.Mr..Thornborough  then  calling  his 
fervant,  ordered  him  inllantly  to  fet  out 
Sx  'Reading,  nnd  return  with  doflor 
M'  He  then  followed  the  gentle- 

man  into  the  parlour,  where  the  lady  was 
fying  on  a  fopha,  apparently  without 
fcnfe  i  the  houfekeeper,  affifted  by  mifs 
Leflie,  rubbing  her  temples  and  hands 
wifli  vinegar,  and  Mrs.  Conway  look- 
ihg  on. 


Vol.  IV.  H  <^  I 
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<'  Is  (he  n<H  yet  recover^  >-  dried  he 
with  earneftncfs. 


•^  Not  entirely/*  replied  mils  X^eflie; 
^f  but  do  nott  fiJTt  be  alarmed;  Aflrit 
Lawrence  telU  mc  this  fit  is  ciot  fo  bad; 
as  the  laft^  as  Ihe  has  not  been  entirel][: 
gone^  and  is  now,  I  hope^  reviving/' 

'<  Thank  Heaven  !"exclaimed  he. and 
talked  to  the  other  enil  oiT  the  room, 
to  conceal  his  emotions.  Mr.  Thorn- 
borough  followed  to  perfuade  him  not 
to  give  Way  to  fuch  exceffive  grief:  but 
finding  he  was  incapable  of  liftening  to 
him,  he  returned  to  the  fopha,  and  for 
the  firft  time  fixing  his  eyes  on  the  fair 
invalid,  difcovered,  in  fpite  of  the  livid 
palenefs  of  her  complexion,  that  he  had 

never 
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never  fcen  but  glowing  with  the  rofes 
of  healthj  and  the  blufhes  of  feniibility> 
and  though  her  eyes  were  dill  clofed, 
which  ever  melted  with  foftncfs,  and 
fparkled  with  intelligence^  that  it  was 
no  other  than  his  beloved  Sophia  Barry- 
more. 

^  Yet  fccm'd  her  lips  ethereal  fmile  the  fame  : 
•*  That  dear  diiUnftibn  crcry  douht  removed.'' 

He  ftarted,  half  uttered  a  frantic  ex- 
predion  of  mingled  horror  and  furprife, 
which  drew  on  him  general  attention, 
and  haftily  going  up  to  the  gentleman, 
he  fcized  his  arm,  and  in  a  loud  whif- 
per  exclaimed,  *^  Juft  Heaven !  is  not 
that  mifs  Barry  more  ?" 

"  Yes,'*  replied  he,  ^*too  furely  it  is : 
H  2  but 
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Our  hero  turned  pale  at  this  fpeech, 
and  feeling  every  apprehenfion  renewed, 
**  You  are  then,"  faid  he  in  a  faint 
Toice,  "  Mr.  Barrymore,  I  prefume?'" 

*'  I  am,  indeed.  And  permit  me 
now  to  afk  the  favour  of  your  name." 

**  My  name  is  Thornborough. — Long 
devoted  to  your  charming  coufm,  I  have 
been,  partly  by  my  ov/n  folly,  and  partly 
by  an  unfortunate  combination  of  cir- 
cumftances,  prevented  from  avowing  the 
fentiments  I  have  entertained ;  and  I 
now  fear  they  will  be  avowed  too  late.** 

He  looked  at  Mr.  Barrymore  with  an 
carneftnefs  not  to  be  miftaken,  who,  in- 
ftantly  gueffing  his  meaning,   replied, 

H  3  ^\^ick 
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with  the  utmotl  franknefs,  <«  Your  ap* 
prehcnGons  of  me  are,  I  aflure  you,  widi' 
out  foundation  i  oar  regard,  though  mu- 
cual,  is  merely  fraternal :  yet  I  c^nnoi 
anfwer  for  her  heart ;  I  only  repeat^  you 
need  not  fear  mt/* 

Our  hero  returned  the  warmefl  thanks 
for  this  confidence  j  when  Mrs,  Conway, 
who  had  juft  heard  enough  to  difcovci 
they  were  not  unknown  to  each  othcrj 
came  up;  and  Mr.  Barrymore  walking 
to  the  fopha,  (he  addreffed  Mr,  Thorn- 
borough— 

*'  Pray,  fir,  who  are  thefe  flnngers  ? 
You  fcem  to  know  them,  1  think." 


i!B 


"  Yes,  madam,  I  have  that  plcafure  i 
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the  lady  is  daughter  to  the  late  (ir  Philip^ 
and  the  gentleman  Ton  to  the  prefent 
fir  Charles  Barrymore  of  Delaficld/' 

*^  What,  niece  to  the  earl  of  S        i 
who  refufed  lord  Hartland  ?'* 

.   **  Yes*  nudam,  the  fame," 


.  **  Blefs  my  foul !  Who  could  have  fup- 
pofed  that?  Becty  (calling  to  the  houfe- 
maid,  who  was  waiting  at  the  door),  let 
your  mafter  know — that  is  tell  him  I 
wi(h  to  fee  him  ;  and  defire  mifs  Con* 
way  or  mifs  Lucy  would  cothe  down 
direaiy." 

Mr.  Thornborough,  ill  able  to  con- 
ceal his  indignation,  left  her  to  her  fur- 
H  4  ^^vfev 
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prifc ;  and  goJog  to  the  fopha,  Ud 
tUc  iiiGnue  nuis£idioii  of  once  more  be- 
hoicling  thofc  eyes  %hich  h^d  imdefo 
deep  an  impreffion  on  his  heart*  '*  Thank 
God  V*  cried  he  eagerly  and  loudly,  So^ 
pUk,  diough  fcarccly  yet  recoverodi 
looked  up  on  hearing  this  excIamaiioD; 
when,  no  longer  able  to  reftctin  himfcif, 
he  kneeled  down  by  ber  fidc^  and  lifting 
her  hand  to  his  lips,  imprinted  on  it  a 
kifs.  Siie  withdrew  it  immediately,  Mifl 
Leflie,  who  had  partly  fupported  her, 
^^ow  perceiving  her  grow  better,  lifted 
her  with  the  houfekeepcr's  affiftancej  and 
placed  her  upright  againft  the  arm  of  the 
fopha.  She  again  looked  a:  Mr.  Thorn - 
borough  J  who  flood  with  his  arms 
croQed,  and  his  eyes  mournfully  fixed 
on  her  pale  coontenaacCa  and  in  a  low 

voice 
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roice  faid  to  him,  *'  Why,  fir,  did  you 
cave  Southampton?  Why  purfue  mehi- 
hcr  ?  Wc  had  better  not  have  met  again." 
Her  voice  now  faultered,  and  (he  was 
enable  to  go  on,  but  again  leaned  her 
icad  againfl  mifs  Leflie. 

*'  This  is,  indeed,  infupportable,** 
rried  he,  fancying  her  delirious :  then 
vildly  rufhing  out  of  the  room,  Mr. 
Sarrymore  followed  him,  and  when  he 
vas  a  little  compofed,  *'  I  am,"  faid  he, 
^  as  much  at  a  lofs  as  yourfelf  to  guefs 
ler  meaning,  unlefs  you  faw  her  at 
Southampton,  during  the  (hort  time  we 
laid  there  yefterday." 

*"'  I  have  never  been  at  Southamp- 
:on,"  returned  our  hero ;  «'  but,  tell  me. 
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1  eotreat  you,  from  wbence  you  ctmti 
nd  whcdicT  you  have  not  fccn  fir 
Charles  and  lady  Barrj'^more  Cacc  yotir 
Arm*al  in  England^  and  what  is  tht  cwiJk 
of  Soi^ua's  illncfs.*' 

^*  I  will  tcU  yoQ  every  thing,  if  you 
will  be  but  calm*  Inftcad  of  embarking 
at  Calais,  having  fome  unexpected  bufi- 
ncfs  to  tranfaft  in  Normandy  on  my 
late  uncle*s  account,  we  were  detained 
near  a  fbrtnighc  beyond  the  time  fixed 
on  for  our  return,  and  then  embarked 
in  the  Havre  packet,  landed  at  South* 
ampton  ycftcrday,  where  we  ftaid  a  few 
hours  to  reft  ourfclves,  and  then  pro- 
ceeded to  Winchellcr,  where  we  flept ; 
and  early  this  morning  fent  on  two  ol 
the  fervants  to  Delafidd  to  announce  oui 
^  H  arrival 
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arrival  hoping  to  follow  almoft  imme* 
diately.  Thomas^  my  own  man,  falling 
.dowQj  and  burdng  his  leg,  we  were  ob- 
liged to  leave  him  at  Winchefler,  and 
were  confequently  left  without  any  at- 
tendant. Sophia's  unwearied  attention 
to  her  father,  through  the  courfe  of  a 
long  and  painful  difordcr,  added  to  the 
conftant  anxiety  of  her  mind,  gave  her  a 
very  fevere  fit  of  illnefs  herfelf ;  which, 
though  abated,  was  not  entirely  con- 
quered :  however,  I  thought  her  better 
when  we  landed,  and  attributed  the 
amendment  to  the  violent  fea  ficknefs 
Ihe  had  fufFered ;  but  am  now  inclined 
to  imagine  I  judged  perfcftly  wrong, 
and  that  it  is  owing  to  that  (he  is  now  fo 
ill.  Yet  this  morning  (Vie  appeared 
merely  weak  and  out  of  fpirits,  and  I 
H6  W 
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hopedthe  journey  wouM  have  beea  fer* 
viceable  :  but  at  Bafingdoke  fiic  grew  fa 
much  worfe,  we  were  obliged  to  ftay  fome 
time ;  but  her  anxiety  to  reach  Delafield 
was  fo  great,  that  the  inftant  flic  coiild 
fit  up,  flie  defired  to  fet  out  again;  and 
this  at  was  that  made  us  fo  late*  Fearful, 
I  believe,  that  I  Ihould  wifti  her  to  ftay 
on  the  road,  fhe  concealed  her  increaf- 
ing  illnefs  till  flie  fainted  entirely  dead; 
and  I  was  fo  terrifiedj  that  I  ordered  the 
man  to  drive  dlteftly  to  this  houfe,  which 
was  the  only  one  in  fight.  Perhaps  it 
was  a  ftrange  ftepi  yet,  furely,  on  fuch 
an  occafion  no  fellow-creature  could 
refufe  their  affiftance.*'  . 

*'  They  mufl  be  brutes,  if  they  did/' 

exclaimed  our  hero* 

;•/,  Here 
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Here  their  converfation  was  inter- 
rupted by  the  entrance  of  Mr.  Conway, 
who,  with  a.  profufion  of  compliments 
and  apologies,  delired  Mr.  Barrymore 
would  pardon  bis  not  waiting  on  him  be- 
fore ;  but  really  he  did  not  know  who 
it  was  that  he  had  the  honour  of  enter- 
taining under  his  roof;  and  begged  he 
would  coniider  his  houfe  as  if  it  was  his 
own. 

Mr.  Barrymore  thanked  him  coolly, 
for  he  had  been  much  hurt  at  his  firfl: 
inattention  ;  and  our  hero  furveyed  him 
with  added  contempt  and  diilike  every 
minute.  They  continued  in  the  library 
together  for  fome  time,  when  Mr.  Bar- 
rymore was  fummoned  to  the  parlour 

by  the  arrival  of  the  phyfician. 

Mr. 
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Bfc*  Con\vay  returDed  to  the  mufic- 
room,  and  Mr*  Thom  borough  waited 
to  hear  doftor  M—  .  ^s  opinion.  He 
Imd  been  much  eafier  fitice  Charies  Bar- 
fymore*s  relation,  not  only  with  refpoft 
to  her  illneft,  but  from  being  cx>nvinc€d, 
as  (he  had  not  yet  fccn  her  uncle,  (he  was 
ftill  in  an  error  with  refpeA  to  his  name, 
which  be  thought  might  in  fome  way, 
though  he  could  not  guels  in  what,  ac* 
count  for  her  (peech. 

Mr.  Barrymore  foon  returned  with 
▼ery  favourable  intcUigence,  Doftor 
M  -  —  had  pronounced  her  in  no 
kind  of  danger,  buctbar  her  iUnefsarofc 
from  fatigue  and  anxiety,  which  her  de* 
licace  frame,  fo  lately  agitared,  was  unable 
to  fupport*  He  had  ordered  her  fume 
'•  cordial 


▲      K  0  V  S  L. 


^5^ 


cordial  and  compofing  draughts^  and  (he 
already  appeared  more  revived,  and  per- 
&£bly  calm ;  and  as  (he  was  juft  going 
to  be  carried  up  flairs,  Charles  had  taken 
leave  of  her  for  the  night ;  and  our  he^ 
ro,  now  himfelf  relieved  from  apprehen- 
fion^  defired  Mr.  Barry  more  would  joia 
the  company  with  him» 


CHAP* 


A        NOVEL.  l6l 

of  a  retirement  to  which  his  own  folly 
had  condemned  him,  he  had  leifure  to 
refledt  on  the  extravagance  of  his  youth; 
and  the  fad  reverfe  of  his  hfc,  to  what 
it  had  been  when  immerfed  in  diflipa- 
tion,  hurt  his  pride  as  much  as  it  wound- 
ed his  feelings.  Without  any  objcft  to 
intereft  his  mind,  or  any  variety  to  amufe 
it,  his  health  gradually  fell  a  prey  to  re- 
morfe,  rcmoifc  heiglitened  by  the  in- 
juftice  he  had  pradifed,  in  fufTering  his 
daughter  to  refign  her  independance, 
and  then  wafting  it  in  the  fame  carelefs 
manner  he  had  done  the  reft  of  his 
fortune* 

In  communicating  thefe  refleftions  to 
Sophia,  as  one  of  the  principal  fources 
of  his  unhappinefs  and  illnefs,  it  fud- 
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and  when  he  was  releafed,  the  confc- 
quences  were^  as  might  well  be  expeft- 
cd,  a  violent  Aervous  fever,  whicfi  con* 
fined  her  totally  for  fome  times  and 
when  (he  was  fufficiently  recovered  to 
travel  (lowly,  (he  was  yet  far  from  weUj  ^ 
the  fever  (lill  preying  on  her  fpirits^ 
and  preventing  her  from  regaining  her 
ftrength. 

Sir  Charles  and  lady  Barrymore  were 
returned  to  England  fome  time  before 
her  illncfs ;  and,  in  tendernefs  to  their 
feelings,  (he  fuSered  not  her  coqfin  ta 
inform  them  of  it,  till  (he  was  mended. 

During  their  (lay  at  Paris,  which  was 
only .  for  a  few  days,  to  enable  her  the 
better  to  purfue  her  journey,  (lie  recciveu 

a  letter 
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a  kcter  from  fir  Charle$,  to  iniarra  Ear 

of  the   death*  of  the   honouniblc   Ms* 

Hartland,  her  late  moiber's  uncle,  who, 

baving  an  ample  fortune   and  no  chii» 

dren,  had  divided  it  between  his  rtbuoiw; 

but  rcfpefting  the  extreme  generofiiy  0^ 

Sophia's  coadu£t,  of  which  he  had  b^n 

told^   in  addition  to  what  would   have 

been  lady  Mary*s  fh^irc^  he  itft  her  fix 

thoufand  pounds,  which  added  to  tbat^ 

made  the  whole  of  her  legacy  fourccca 

t  thoufand.  t4i  tn    r  i 

Carelefs  as  (he  ufually  was  of  the  gifts 
of  fortune,  nor  anxious  for  independ- 
ance,  fince  her  dependance  was  unat- 
tended by  any  mortifying  circum- 
ftanccs,  yet  this  bequefl  afforded  a  fa- 
tisfaaion^  of  which  at  fiift  fhe  fcarccly 

ktiov 
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icfiew  the  fource ;  but  a  ftrift  fcriiMny 
foon  difcovered  it.      Her   partiality  to 
our  hero  has    often    been  mentioned  5 
but  at  the  time  (he  believed  him  en- 
gaged to  mifs  Wilding,  her  prudence 
and  good  fenfe  enabled  her  fo  entirely 
to  conquer  it,  that  it  became  no  more 
than  a  preferable  regard,  which  (he  fan- 
cied his  fuperior  merit  might  well  ex- 
cufc  :  but  on  the  evening  (he  met  him 
at  Mrs.  Burlington's,  as  well  as  on  that 
preceding  which  they  pafled  together  at 
the  Crown,  his  attention  to  her  had  been 
fo  marked,  that  (he  knew  not  what  to 
make  of  it :  but  hearing,  in  a  day  or  two, 
that  it  was  reported  there  had  been  a 
violent  quarrel  between  ^hem,  and  that 
it  was  fuppofed  to  arife  from  the  lady's 
jealoufy,  ftie  determined  to  be  on  her 
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Ts,  Burlington  was  a  lady  of  no  very 
mmon  charadcr  :  though  (he  had 
been  happily  married  herfelf,  flic 
a  mod  ftrenuous  promoter  of  ma- 
Dny  among  her  acquaintance :  and 
^o    young   people  fell  in  her  way, 
appeared  attached  to  each  other, 
sealouily  forwarded  the  caufe,  with- 
5ver  confidering  equality  of  birth  or 
ine,  if  they  were  but  in  the  fame 
of  company.     She  was,  with  only 
one  fault,  fo  good  humoured,  live- 
md  entertaining,  that  her  fociety  was 
^erfally  coveted,  and  her  manners  ge- 
tlly  admired.     To  mifs  Barrymorc 
had  paid  fo  much  attention,  that  flic 
nfibly  engaged  her  regard,  and  they 
ame  extremely  intimate. 

From 
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From  our  hero's  firft  introduffcion  to 
the  Barrymores,  Mrs.  Burlington  inOftcd 
upon  it  he  had  a  preference  for  Sophisy 
as  (lie  fa.v  incontrovertible  marksf^-it  ia 
his  countenance  and  n^anner  ;  and,  as 
lively  imaginations  are  as  ready  to  be- 
lii^ve  what  ilnHnef  af  heavy  and  me- 
lanchcly  dirpoiiti;i^l»*^are  to  doubt  the 
fuccefs  of  cheir  wiflies,  (lie  readily  gave 
fomc  credit  to  alfertions,  of  which  (he 
would  gladly  have  been  convinced.  Yet 
a  fecret  monitor  in  her  breaft  hinted  to 
her  the  impropriety  of  indulging  l.opes, 
which  could  not,  which  oi.ght  not  to  be 
realized,  and  (he  liftened  to  irs  fuggef- 
tions  :  and,  when  to  thele  was  added 
his  avowed  preference  for  niifs  Wild- 
ing, (he  fancied  Ihe  had  obtained  a  com- 
plete vidory  over  herfclf :  yet  many  lit- 
I  tie 
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:le  circumftances  occurred  occafionally 
:o  revive  her  partiality^  to  which  Mrs. 
Buriington's  letter^  which  I  (hall  tran* 
fcribe/'Very  much  contributed. 


To  Miss  Ba" 


EB. 


I  Hope,  my  dear  JSbipfiria,  the  packet, 
nrhich  I  fent  by  the  coach  this  morning, 
v^ill  reach  you  in  fafety  :  but  though  the 
oftenfibfe  <:eafon  of  my  letter  is  to  in- 
form you  when  you  may  expeft  it,  I 
have  far  more  important  intelligence  to 
communicate;  intelligence  which,  un- 
less I  am  much  decei\ed,  will  put  your 
dear  little  heart  in  a  flutter.  In^fliort,  my 
dear  girl,  that  fweet  fellow  Godfrey  is  at 
length  at  liberty  ;  and,  I  doubt  not,  in  a 

Vol.  IV.  I  few 
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fcw.days  will  throw  hiinf^^  aod  woii^i  I 
could  add  his  foituncj  at  your  fieet*  ^Jl 
what  figaifies  fortune?  and  what  figyifai 
m  little  cootradiAion  ?  Hang  nU  pld  ftiff 
uncles  and  aunts,  I  fay,  and  follow  your 
own  inclinations.  But  I  believe  you 
hare  more  prudence  than  I  have  now, 
or  ever  had ;  and,  after  all,  I  believe  that's 
beft;  for  I  am  fare  I  fuffcred  enough 
for  my  elopement.  Well,  but  no  more 
of  that  now ;  you  are,  I  dare  fay,  an- 
xious to  kno.v  particulars,  and  for  once 
I  will  indulge  you.  Thornborough  and 
Godfrey  are  both  gone  off,  and  the  Wild- 
ings have  been  (hut  up,  all  but  Char- 
lotte; who,  they  fay,  has  rdiifed  Thorn- 
borough  5  but  that  old  Wilding  refuftd 
Letitia  to  Godfrey,  not  choofing  (be 
Ihould  mairjr  a    young   man  without 

fortune. 
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fortune.  But  hang  me  if  I  believe  there's 
any  truth  in  this,  for  every  body  knew 
the  handfome  lieutenant  had  nothing  but 
his  commiffion  long  ago ;  and  it  is  whif- 
pered,  that  he  and  Letitia  had  a  high 
quarrel,  and  that  your  fuperior  beauty 
and  charms  were  the  caufes  of  his  leav- 
ing her ;  not,  however,  dilhonourably, 
fo  you  need  have  no  fcruple  on  that 
account;  but  that  fhe  rejected  him  from 
perceiving  his  attachment  to  you.  In- 
deed, that  he  has  been  long  attached,  I 
am  very  well  convinced ;  and  fo  I  hope 
you  will  be  too.  Make  what  ufe  you 
pleafe  of  this  intelligence,  from,  my  dear 
Sophy,  your  ever  faithful 

Harriet  Burlingtoh. 


I  a  •   Sophia 
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Sophia  was  fcarccly  confcious  of  the 
effect  this  intelligence  had  on  her  mind: 
but  her  fummons  to  fir  Philip  not  only 
banifhed  that,  but  every  other  idea,  ex- 
cept what  arofc  from  her  anxiety  on  his 
account  s  and  it  occurred  not  again  till 
(he  heard  of  her  uncle  Hartland's  legacy. 
Then,  with  the  confcioufncfs  of  indepcn- 
dance,  returned  the  recoUeftion  of  our 
hero ;  and  dwelling  with  pleafure  on  a 
hope  which  not  merely  animated  her, 
but  fen-ed  to  banifti  the  unpleafant  fcn- 
fatioRs  which  of  late  had  wholly  occu- 
pied her  heart,  (he   reconfidered  Mrs. 
Burlington's  opinion,   and    recalled  all 
thofe  inftances  of  his  behaviour  which 
induced  her  to  believe  it  was  well  found- 
cd.   Sometimes,  in  contradiAion  to  thefc 
hopes,  arofc  the  fear  of  his  not  deierving 

her 


A         N    O   V    B    L,  173 

her  approbation  :  many  circumftances 
had  unfortunately  combined  to  imprefs 
this  apprehenfion  ;  and  after  balancing 
in  her  mind  the  various  lights  in  which 
h*  had  appeared,  flie  at  length  deter- 
mined to  judge  by  his  future  conduft ; 
and  that,  if  he  could  clear  himfelf  with 
honour  from  the  afperfions  of  incon- 
ftancy  to  mifs  Wilding,  and  extrava- 
gance, which  his  arreft  upon  the  road 
Icemed  too  clearly  to  prove  ;  and  were 
(he  convinced  of  the  rcaKry  of  his  at- 
tachmenc  to  her,  and  that  his  moral  cha* 
rafter  was  what  (be  hoped  to  find  it^  (lie 
would,  without  paying  any  attention  to 
the  approbation  of  the  world,  if  (he 
could  obtain  that  of  her  own  friends, 
nobly  and  generoufly  beftow  upon  him 
her  hand  and  fortune.  > 

I  3  Indulging 


i;:  ;    r^j 
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CHAP.    XII. 

I T  happened  at  this  very  time  that 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Godfrey  were  at  South- 
ampton, in  their  way  to   Portfmouth^ 
from  whence  they  were  to  embark ;  and 
Godfrey  being  abfcnt  on  regimental  bii- 
finefs,  his  lady  was  alone  at  the  Dolphin 
inn,  fitting  at  a  bow  window,  when  (he 
obferved  a  gentleman  and  lady  in  deep 
mourning  walking  up    the  ftreet,  fol- 
lowed by  fervants  and  failors  with  trunks 
and  hat-boxes,,  as  if  juft  eome  off  thc^ 
water.     The  flow  pace  and  pale  counte- 
nance of  the  lady  attrafted  her  particu- 
lar attention  ;  and  as  they  drew  nearer  (he 
.,  ^  1 4  difcovere^ 
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difcovered  k  wu  mUs  Bwynlorc  $  bik 
<\fi  g«nlttevwEu1jra»:s4dfa«nger^^.Thcly 
came  M  at:  the  gaie^ay^  and  fi»ti*  ifttr 
(he  (aWrhv  ui  ihe  nezp- Iwir  window; 

jit^'Jiea  itinftandy  firuck  bcr^  ihatflie  hid 
joow  an  opportunity  to  revenge  hcridFon 
Sophia  for  all  her  misfortunes^  which' Bifc 
believed  originated  folely  fircm*  hcc 
Leticia  was  fb  vain  of  her  own  attraftiom, 
^  that  (be  imagined  Mr.  Thornboroi^'s 

W  atcachir*ent  to  hor  wpuU  liave  counter 

a^  ac\cd  his  anger  ac  the  duplicity  of  her 

S  conduct,  had  he  not,  by  Sophia's  allurc- 

%  ments.  been  firft  drawn  fronx  her :  and 

it  * 

this  opinion  his  letter  in  fome  meafurp 
confirmed,  as  he  there  confefled  he  had 
long  been  weary  of  his  chains.  She 
knew  mifs  Barrymore  had  been  abroad; 
and  her  appearance  inducing  her  to  be- 
lieve 
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lieve  flie  was  but  juft  returned,  flxe 
thought  it  probable  (he  might  not  yet 
lisve  heard  the  reafons  of  Mr.  Thombo- 
.  roup's  leaving  her,  as  none  of  her  par- 
tkuiar  friends  were  at  B—  when  it  was 
firft  knoiim  and  talked  off;  and  (he  re- 
foived  to  fend  a  meflage  to  mifs  Barrf- 
more,  defiring  leave  to  wait  on  her  for 
half  an  hour,  and  then  be  determined 
how  to  proceed,  by  finding  out  whether 
(he  was  acquainted  with  the  truth  or 
not. 

A  few  minutes  after  (he  faw  Mr.  Bar- 
xymore  crofs  the  ftreet ;  and,  direftly 

ringing  the  bell,  ordered  the  waiter  to 

tnquire  if  the  ftranger's  name  was  Barry- 

moyre;  and  if  it  was,  to  acquaint  her 

I  5  that 


I 
c 

CO 


ilv. 
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After  a  few  ufual  compliments^  Mrs. 
Godfrey  made'  fome  enquiries  into  So« 
|)hia's  prefent  ficuation^  which  leading 
to  a  converfation  on  fome  paft  events, 
fbon  informed  her  of  all  (he  wifhed  to 
know ;  and,  in  return,  faid,  with  a  fmilc,. 
*^  It  would  be  unfair  to  make  you  confefs 
every  thing,  and  fay  nothing  myfelf; 
but  in  fk6k  my  own  (ituation  is  altered' 
fince  laft  we  met,  and  I  am  now  upon  my 
journey  to  Portfmouth,  to  join  the  regi- 
ment to  which  my  hufband  belongs/' 

**  The  regiment  !*'  replied  mifs  Barry- 
more,  in  a  voice  that  expreffed  more  ap- 
prehenfion  tlun  aftonifliment ;  '^  may 
I  aflc  who  it  is  that  you  hav^  honoured^ 
with  your  hand  ?'* 


Id 


Ob^ 
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<«  Oh,  certainly  you  may,^  anfwertd 
fliCy  with  an  afFcded  fmik  ;   **  it  is  thc_ 
Mr,  Godfrey  whom  you  knew  at 


^ 


f  Mr,  Godfrey  !  Good  bcaTeos!  I 
am  extremely — that  is,  I  with — I  hope 
you  will  enjoy  all  poOible  happinefs: 
but  I  am  really  fo  much — fo  furprifcd,  lo 
hear  it ;  for  I  had  been  told  a  mifundci- 
(landing  had  taken  place,  and " 

'*  Yes/'    interrupted    Mrs.   Godfrey, 

delighted  to   fee  her  confufion^  which 

however  (he  appeared    no:    to  notice j 

'  there  was  a  flight  miftake  ;  but  lovers' 

quarrels,  you  knovv^  mifs  Barry  more. — 

He  did  leave  B with  his  friend,  whom 

Charlotte  abfolutely  refufcd,  being  then 
pofitively  engaged  to  Mr.  Littleton :  but 
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be  returned  in  a  (hort  time ;  and  hav- 
ing taken  much  pains  to  perfuade  me  my 
jealoufy  was  ill  founded^  I  could  not  re- 
(ift  his  felicitations^  though  fcarcely  con* 
frihced  of  the  truth  of  his  aflertions/' 

Mifs  Barrymore  fat  for  a  few  minutes 
fotally  loft  in  thought ;  then^  fearing  tb 
excite  thi  fufpicions  of  Mrs.  Godifrey, 
(he  looked  up^  and  enquired  where  the 
regiment  was  going. 

'  **  To  the  Weft-Indies :  but,  my  dear 
oiifs  Barrymore,  you  look  extremely 
pale  i  are  you  ill  ?** 

**  Not  particularly  ill  at  prcfent/'  re- 
plied (hcj  exerting  herfelf ;  ^<  but  I  have 

been 

J 


been  daogcwofly  fo^  and  the fittigoes of 
die  Toyi^e  hnc  been  aiuoft  too  mneb 

Though  (he  had  ahmdy  iucceeded  to9 
wellj  the  malignant  (pirit  of  Letitia  was 
BOC  yet  foisfied  with  tonncming;  bat 
thus  continued — ^^  Ah  I  that  h  what  my 
m  dear  Mr.  Godfrey  i3  afraid  of  for  me : 

™  and  when  he  found  he  could  not  prevail 

on  me  to  day  behind^  (for  how  could  I 
leave  him  ?)  he  would  have  fold  or  ex- 
changed his  commiflion ;  but  that  I  could 
a  not  fuffer^  for  his  honour  is  dearer  to  me 

than  even  my  own  happinefs  :  nor  (hall 
I,  blefled  with  his  prefence,  regret  the 
Ibfs  of  friends,  or  the  change  of  cUmater 
Should  you,  madam  ?*' 


**  Ndj  ccrtwftly  I  ought  not,'*  return* 
ed  Sophia,  in  a  fainc  voice*  ^^  Were  I 
deeply  attached,  as  I  muft  be  to  the  man 
I  called  my  hufband,  I  could  foHow  him 
to  any  pan  of  the  *rbrld/* 

«'  And  do  yoo  not  think  Mr.  God* 
frey  worthy  fuch  an  attachment  ?*' 

*'Yes,  indeed  I  do/^  faid  Sophia,* 
affefting  to  fpcak  with  indifference,  buc 
fucceeding  very  ilL  Then  fnddenljr 
rifing>  no  longer  able  to  fuppoTt  a  cOn- 
verfation  fo  extremely  painful  to  her^ 
(he  rang  the  bell,  enquired  if  Mr.  Barry- 
more  was  returned,  and  defired  the  car- 
riages might  be  got  ready. 

•«  The  gendcman  is  not  come  back, 

madam  ,^ 


1 
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madam,"  faid  the  vraiccr  j  "  but  6c 
liorfcs  are  pmtifig  to^  aod  will  be  roi)} 
ia  an  iBflanu** 

"Ml 

^  «  Wliat !"  cried  Mrs.  Godfrey,  «iS 
you  going  ?  Will  you  not  ftay  to  ft< 
Mr-  Godfrey  >  I  cxped  him  c\'ery  tm 
auie-**  '"^ 

^'  We  muft  fet  off  the  moment  m) 
coufin  returns,^'  replied  flie  coldly;  and 
determined  now  not  to  wait  any  longer 
dcfired  the  chocolate  (he  had  orderec 
might  be  brought  up  immediately;  and 
die  ladies  each  caking  a  difti^  it  foi 
fome  time  put  a  ftop  to  their  converfa- 
tion  ;  and  before  they  could  refartie  itj 
Mr,  Barrymore  returned. 

**  I  have," 


-  'M  have/'  faid  he,  as  he  entered  the 
room^.^^  deUv:ered  the  letters,  and  am 
now  at  your  devotion."  Then  bowing 
to  Mrs.  Godfrey,  he  apologized  for  his 
inattention.  Sophia's  anxiety  and  terror 
increafing  every  moment,  Ihe  woukl 
not  let  him  fit  down,  but  deiired  be 
would  order  the  carriage  to  dra>y 
up :  then  civilly  taking  leave  of  Mrs. 
Godfrey, (he  haftened  down  (lairs;  but 

her  ftrength  almoft  failing,  (he  was  aflTiftr 

.  •  •  ■ 

cd  in  getting  into  the  chaife;  and,  when 
feated,  (he  drew  up  all  the  glaffes,  pre- 
tending (he  was  cold,  but  in  reality  to 
avoid  being  feen  5  whilft,  by  fixinjg  her 
tyes  on  a  book  (he  had  with  her,  (be 
avoidied  feeing  any  objeft  that  might  have 
diftrefled  or  pained  her,  till  they  wet* 
in  the  open  road  ;   but  then,  nalongei: 

able 


v.as 

of  h 

all  a 

had  t 
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agreed  exaftly  with  what  (he  had  before 
been  informed  of.  Yet,  deeply  as  (he 
lamented  the  lofs  of  an  illufion  which 
had  foothed  many  heavy  hours,  (he  had 
ftrength  of  mind  to  rejoice  that  an  eclair- 
ciflempnt  had  taken  place,  before  it  was 
too  late  for  her  own  peace  ;  as  (he  did 
not  doubt  but  the  fame  exertions,  which 
had  formerly  enabled  her  to  conquer  a 
hopelefs  paflion,  would  now  be  equally 
fuccefsful;  and  refolving  not  at  firft  to 
give  way  to  the  weaknefs  of  a  regret  as 
fruitlefs  as  improper^  (he  rallied  her  fpN 
fits,  and  kept  up  a  conftant  and  tolerably 
cheerful  converfation  with  her  coufin: 
but  her  frame  had  been  previoully  fo 
ihaken  by  anxiety  and  ilhiefs,  that  (he 
was  unequal  to  the  ftru^le ;  yet,  bop* 
ing  to  reach  Delnfield,  and  ki  the  hor 

Cqcdl 
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fom  of  her  kind  maternal  friend  repofc 
all  her  forrows,  (he  concealed  her  in- 
creaflng  fatigue,  till  her  fainting  away 
alarmed  Mr.  Barrymorc,  who  inftantly 
ordered  the  poftillion  to  drive  to  Con* 
Wjay  Houfe. 

Sophia  was  lifted,   infenfiblc   as  (he 
^  was,  into  the  parlour;  and  after  fome 


ii 


^\  time,  by  the  attention  of  the  fervants 

b  (the  only  part  of  the  family  thej*  had  yet 

Ij  feen),  was  reftored  to  life  :  but  Ihe  re- 

covered only  to  rclapfe  again ;  and  when 
(he  opened  her  eyes  the  fecond  time,  the 
firft  objeft  which  ftruck  them  was  our 
hero.  In  fpite  of  all  her  refolutions  to 
forget  him,  (he  had  retained,  during  the 
whole  time  of  her  journey  from  South- 
ampton, an  idea  which  the  attempted  in 

vain 


'4 


I 
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vaia  to  bani(h ;  and  this  was,  that  he  had 
marrkd  mifs  Wilding  more  from  a  point 
of  honour  than  any  real  affeftion :  nor, 
though  in  every  other  refpcft  perfeAIy 
free  from  vanity,  could  (he  dived  her* 
fclf  of  a  belief,  that  he  had  been  fondly 
attached  to  herfelt  Fully  impreffed  by 
this  imagination^  when  (he  faw  him 
(landing  by  her  fide,  and  deeply  affefted 
at  her  fituation,  it  was  no  wonder  (he  be- 
lieved he  had  followed  her  from  South- 
ampton ;  and)  fcarcely  fenfible  of  what 
(he  meant  to  fay,  (he  fpoke  what  appear* 
ed  fo  unintelligible  to  all  the  by-(landers> 
and  panicularly  to  her  coufin. 

When  he  had  left  the  room,  (he  again 
looked  up ;  and  not  feeing  him>  began 
to  imagine  it  wa»  an  illu(ion  of  her  &ncy,i 
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which  (he  was  confcious  had  dwelt 
his  image  the  whole  day  :  and  this  c 
nioii  was  confirmed^  when^  as  (he  g 
be^ter^  and  the  phyCcian  had  left  ] 
(he  aiked  mifs  Leflie^  who  quitted 
not  a  moment,  if  there  was  any  gen 
man  in  the  honfe  of  the  name  of  G 
frey  :  to  which  that  young  lady  rep 
in  the  negative ;  ^nd  this  fo  extren 
perplexed  her,  that^  notwithftanding 
extreme  weaknefs  and  fatigue,  it  wc 
probably  have  prevented  her  from  fl< 
ing,  had  not  the  draughts,  ordered  hej 

dodor  M ,  counteradled  the  w 

nefs  of  her  imagination,  and  given 
a  refrefhing  (lumber,  and  a  quiet  nigl 


CHA 
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CHAP.     XIII. 

When  our  hero  entered  the  draw- 
ing-room, he   introduced    Mr.  Barry*, 
more,  who  was  very  politely  received  by 
the  whole  party,  and  a  profufion  of  com- 
pliments and  lamentations   poured  out 
from  all  quarters,  on  the  lady's  illnefs, 
and  as  many  hopes  for  her  recovery. 
The  concert  was  now  at  an  end,  and  a 
fummons    to  fupper   immediately  fol- 
lowed.   When  they  were  feated  at  ta- 
ble, Mr.  Conway  enquired  for  mifs  Lef- 
lie ;  and  on  fending  a  meflage  up  ftairs, 
(he  requcfted  they  would  excufe  her  at- 
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tendaticc,  as  (he  wilhed  to  retnaja  w^ 
mifs  Barrymare,  Mr*  Thornborougl 
was  delighted  at  this  proof  of  humaak 
and  kindnefsj  as  (be  was  the  onlf  om  c 
the  ladiesj  either  bclonguig  to,  or  vifif 
ing  the  family^  who  had  paid  her  tli 
lead  attention;  though^  lo  ufe  theij 
own  wordsj  they  had  beai  iaimenti} 
Ihocked,  deeply  concerned^  and  ci- 
iremely  uneafy. 


Mr.  Conway^s  amazing  forrow  for  mifs 
Leilie's  abfence,  firft  gave  our  hero  rca- 
ioQ  to  believe  that  fhe  was  a  young  wo- 
man of  confequencc  ;  for  he  had  hither- 
to feen  fo  licde  real  fine  feeling  in  higk 
life,  chough  it  is  conftanily  affeAedj  that 
he  fuppofed  fhe  was  either  an  humble 
companion,  or  daughter  to  fome  poor 

>.,^  CVl' 
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curate :  but  on  makbg  a  flight  enquiry 
refpeding  her  to  Mr.  Tre(ilian>  by  whom 
he  h4d  voluntarily  feated  himfelf^  that 
gentleman  replied^  (he  was  the  only 
daughter  of  a  baronet  of  large  fortune 
in  the  north  of  England. 

"  Tfaen^  by  what  accident/'  returned 
our  hero^  ^^  is  (be  thrown  amongfl  thefe 
infenfibles  ?''  looking  round  him. 

*'  By  the  love  of  company  and  amufe- 
ment.  As  an  only  girl^  (he  has  been  in- 
didged  to  a  feult :  but  indulgence  has 
not  fpoiled  her  difpofition,  which  is  one 
of  the  bcft  in  the  world ;  and  her  tender- 
nefs  equals  it.  She  came  down  to  Con- 
waiy  Houfe  with  the  hope  of  aflifting  in 
thd  theatrical  pcifohiiancei  but,  though 

Vol.  IV.  K  d^^^Vj 
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deeply  difappointed  when  it  was  given 
up,  (he  did  all  in  her  power  to  reftore 
mifs  Conway's  good  humour^  and  pre- 
vent he»  from  repining.'* 

<'  An  arduous  tafk^  I  fliould  guefs/' 

"  Yes,  faith';  an  almoft  impraftica- 
blc  one,  I  affure  you." 

Here  they  were  interrupted  by  a  loud 
fcream  from  one  of  the  young  ladies, 
who  was  frightened  by  a  dog's  jumping 
up  in  her  lap,  where,  however,  he  ftaid 
not  an  inftant,  only  taking  it  in  his  way 
to  Mr.  Barrymore,  upon  whom  he  be- 
ftowed  every  expreffion  of  affeftion.     In 
the  general  confufion  this  poor  animal 
had  been  forgotten,  and  thefervants  had 

fhut 
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(hut  him  out  of  the  houfe ;  but  entering 
the  firft  opportunity  he  could  find,  he 
made  his  way  to  the  parlour,  where,  in 
his  eagernefs  to  feek  his  old  mafter/he 
paid  no  refped  to  female  delicacy. 

Mifs  Clementina  Molefworth,  for  it 
was  her,  foon  however  recovered  her 
tranfient  alarm,  and  began  careffing  the 
dog  herfelf.  It  was  a  really  beautiful 
fpanid,  with  a  white  breaft,  ahd  its  back 
and  head  fpotted  with  black.  Addreff- 
ing  Mr.  Barrymore,  **  Pray,  fir,"  faid 
(he,  «^  what  is  its  name  ?'* 

^*  Bran,  madam." 

"  Bran  !  La,  what  an  odd  name ! 
Why,  you  might  as  well  have  called  him 

r 
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fioufj  I  think/'  returned  (he  with  a  loud 
Uugb. 

«  Aye/'  cried  Mr.  Trefilian  drily, 
"  or  pollard,  or  barley  meal,  would 
either  of  them  have  been  much  genteclcr 
namesj  and  convey  an  equal  mcanlDg. 
Do  you  not  think  fo  ?" 

*^  Ah,  now  you  are  laughing  at  mc* 
But,  pray,  fir,  why  was  he  called  by  lb 
foolifli  a  name?" 


He  had  been  fo  named  by  Sophia^  in 
her  very  young  and  romantic  days,  from 
his  white  bofom,  after  the  white- breafted 
Bran,  the  dog  of  Fillan,  fon  of  Fingal, 
mentioned  in  the  poems  of  Oflian,  of 
which  flie  was  particularly  fond:  and 
K  Mr. 
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Mr,  Barrymore,  in  reply  to  mifs  Cle- 
mentina's queflion,  informed  her  of  the 
reafon  in  as  concife  terms  as  poflible. 

*'  Oh !''  interrupted  Mr.  Manning- 
.ford,  who  was  juft  fetting  up  for  one 
.of  the  literati ;  "  from  the  poems  of 
Offian.  Ah !  they  are  charming  things; 
upon  my  word,  an  elegant  idea  indeed, 
an  elegant  idea/' 

*»  It  was  a  lady's  fancy/*  faid  Mr. 
Barrymore. 

*^  Suppofe,  Mr.  Manningford/'  cried 
Mr,  Trefilian,  **  you  were  to  explain  to 
mifs  Clementina  a  little  of  the  ftory,  for 
(he  does  not  feem  clearly  to  undcrftand 
it ;  and  as  thefe  poems  are.  your  imnie- 
K  3  diate 
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diace  ftudy^  you  mufi;  be  better  .iafioaned 
than  any  other  perfon  in  company/' 

■    *  ,  ■      ■ 

"  Why,**  replied  he,  '*  I  do  not  know 
particulars  myfelf,  for  I  have  only  juft 
^tooked  over  ithaftily.  I  only  recoUe£^ 
that  vhen  Fiogal,  king  of  SMUmd^  went 
orer  to  DuUiUy  to  affift  the  Iriih  king, 
whofenamcl  have  forgotten,  his  youngcft 
fon  was  killed  in  battle;  and  his  dog 
Bran,  though  left  in  Edinburgh^  made 
fuch  a  howliogy    that  the   queen  and 

fc  princejfes  knew  he  was  dead,  before  the 

I  exprefs  could  arrive.'* 

''  Bravo  !**  cried  Mr.  Trefilian:  '^  why, 
much  as  I  did  expeft  from  you,  ihis  ac- 
count has  exceeded  all  I  could  have  ima- 
gined.'* 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Barrj^tnorc  with  difEaiky  fup- 
preffcd  a  laugh;  and  our  hero  could 
fcarcely  conceal  his  furprife.  *^  I  beg 
your  pardon/'  faid  he,  with  a  fmile;^'but 
there  is  one  circumftance  you  are,  I  be- 
lieve, a  lictle  midaken  in.  Bran  was  not 
left  in  Edinhurgbj  but  attended  his  maf* 
ter,  and  was  found  in  a  cave  guarding 
his  body." 

"  Ah,  well,  there  is  not  much  dif- 
ference," replied  he. 

«*  Now  I  think,"  cried  Mr.  Conway, 
«'  the  ftory  was  better  as  Mr.  Manning- 
ford  related  it ;  becaufe  it  agrees  fo  well 
with  the  fuperftitious  ideas  of  the  Scot- 
tilh  nation." 

K  4  "  WcU/' 
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"  Well/'  faid  Mr.  Dayemry,  H  i  am 
like  the^  grqsK  JphnToiy.;  rl  caiOMC  i(d- 
cuiFe  tliofe-poems^V      ....  ».•  «..;;  .  o,  •• 

'  "  And  there,  I  bclicrc/'  whifpered 
our  hero  to  his  neighbour^  ^*  the  refan- 
'lilance  end's.  SVhait  a  ftrabge  thing  it 
is,**  added  he,  **  that  (hallow  people  arc 
fo  apt  to  fancy  a  refemblance  to  any  re- 
markable charafler,  though  only  in  their 
faults,  gives  them  a  diftindioti  P' 

**  It  is,**  anfwered  Mn  Trefilian, 
^*  the  fame  kind  of  vanity  that  tempts 
plain  women  to  appear  in  a  finguiar 
faOiion,    though   ever   fo   unbecoming, 

becaufe  the  duchefs  of  R or  lady 

L muft  look  divinely,  let  them  drcfs 

as  they  pleafc/' 

«  I  think, 
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"  I  think,  fir/'  faid  a  Mr.  Abernetliic, 
oddreffing  himfelf   to    Mr.   Daventry, 
^*  you  (hould  allow  for  doAor  Johnfon's 
prejudice  to  the  Scots  in  general ;  which 
if  I  were  to  fay  was  illiberal  and  unjufl:^ 
ic  would  appear  like  a  national  partiality, 
which,  in  the  prefent  inftance,  I  wi(h  to 
avoid ;  as  I  can  declare,  though  he  was 
no  friend  to  my  country,  I  admire  his  ge- 
nius and  talents,  as  much  as  I  refpedt  his 
morality  and   virtue,  and  am  ever  of 
opinion  his  writings  muft  have  the  beft 
cffedl  on  both.     But  dodtorjphnfon  was 
neither  candid  nor  liberal  in  his  judg- 
ments, as  many  of  his  criticifms  evidently 
prove ;  and  with  refpeft  to  the  poems  of 
Oflian,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  he  ne- 
ver gave  them  a  fair  perufal." 

K  5  «'  Mr. 
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*^Ah,    well,  I  am  fatisfied,*'  cried 
Ihc;  **  I  do  not  want  to  read  them.** 

Mr.  Abcrnethie  now  appdarcd  fo  dif- 
gufted  with  Mr.  Davcntry,  that  he  made 
«  very  keen  reply ;  which  our  hero  ob- 
(ervingt  and  fearing  their  argument 
might  end  in  a  difpute,  he  turned  ;the 
converfation  to  do6bor  Johhfon's  letters^ 
publifhed  by  Mrs.  Piozzi;  afkd  this 
being  a  fubje£t  mod  of  them  could  ^Jt|Ki- 
tiate  upon,  it  foon  became  general,  and 
continued  till  they  parted  for  the 
night. 


K6  CHMP, 
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The  next  morning,  Mr.  Thornbo- 
rough  hearing  mifs  Barrymore  was  much 
better,  and  had  paffcd  a  quiet  night,  lent 
to  requeft  Mr.  Barrj'more's^  company 
for  half  an  hour  in  the  garden  ;  and  there 
in  the  fiiUeft  manner  explaineci  to  him, 
not  merely  iiis  prefent  fituation,  but 
what  it  had  been  when  firft  he  knew  So- 
phia, and  the  miftake  in  which  fhe  pro- 
bably yet  remained,  which  he  enrreateJ 
him  to  clear  up,  when  (be  was  well 
enough  to  lillen  to  him, 

Mr. 
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Mn  Bwrymorc  heard  wkh  equal  plet- 
lure  and  furprifc  this  full  and  candid 
avowal  of  our  hero's  fentiaients ;  and 
promifed^  the  inflant  it  was  in  his  power^ 
he  would  fulfil  all  he  required.     Soo^a 
after  they  were  fummoned  to  breakfafi:^ 
during  which  Mr.  Thornborough  paid 
every  poflible  attention  to  mifs  Leflie, 
whofe    tjepdernefs  to    Sophia    nothing 
could  obliterate  (rora  his  minds  and  ihe 
now  fpoke  of  her  in  fuch  animated  and 
aflfeAiofi^te  .terms^  that  he  was  particu- 
larly pleafctd.  He  found  her,  as  Mr.  Tre- 
(ilian  had  defcribed,  wild>  volatile^  art- 
lefs  and  good-humoured ;  with  a  quick 
underflanding,  but  wholly  uncultivated, 
and  a  general  careleflhefs  of  manner, 
that  appeared  wholly  inconfiftent  with 
her  affiduity  to  Sophia. 
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I  VThen  the  breakfaft  was  at  an  end, 

•4 

the  company  feparated,  and  Mr.  Thorn- 

1  borough  having  before  refolved  to  return 

home  todinncFj  was  diftrefled  how  to 
^  aA :   he  knew  not  how  to  go,  without 

\  feeing  or  hearing  more  of  mifs  Barry- 

^  more ;  yet  could  not  alter  his  refolutioHj 

^;  without  appearing  whimfical,  or  declar- 

ing  his   motive    for  flaying  :  and  dill 
undetermined,  he   walked  into  the  li- 
brarj',  where  taking  a  book,  he  fat  down, 
^;  not  to  read,  but   contemplate,    whilft 

;  Mr.  Barrymore  receiving   a    fummons 

i  from  his  fair  coufin,  who  was  now  rifcn, 

waited  on  her  in  her  own   apartment. 
';  He  was  delighted  to  fee  her  fo  much 

!  better  than  (he  was  the  preceding  even- 

ing; but  there  was  ftill  a  deep  dejcdion 
in   her  manner,   for  which   he    coulJ 
J  not 
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not  account.  When  he  congratulated 
her  on  her  vifible  amendment^  (he  (hook 
her  head,  and  faid  (he  had  been  much 
worfe  than  he  fuppofed,  for  that  her 
fenfes  had  not  returned,  when  (he  ap- 
parently recovered. 

"Would  you  believe  it/'added(he  with 
a  deep  blu(h,  yet  not  imagining  he 
could  guefs  any  thing  from  what  (he 
meant  to  (ay,  <<  that  my  mind  was  fo  de« 

ranged,  I  fancied  I  (aw  and  (poke  to  a 
perfon  who  I  (ince  find  has  not  been 
in  the  houfe,  and  indeed  is,  I  doubt  not, 
many  miles  from  hence,  as  I  know  he 
was  at  Southampton  when  I  left  it?'' 

**  Was  it  any  one  you  faw  there  ?''  a(ked 
Mr.  Barrymore. 
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"  No,"  replied  flic ;  «  but  I  law  his 
Udyj  and  we  uiked  of  him." 


J 


'^  Thea,  my  dear  Sopby,  there  was  do 
midake  at  all*  The  genii eman  you  knew  I 
as  Mr.  Godfrey  is  now  in  this  houfe,  I 
atid  was  prefent  when  you  recovered 
from  your  fainting.  You  fpoke  lo  Kim^ 
I  recoiled,  by  the  tiame  <^  Qq^npf^ 
wliich  furpri(ed,everyixxiy,  aa  his  rod. 
name  is  Tbornboroi^^  bj  ^bk^  li^  i^^ 
iatroduc^d  iiimiidf  (d  xpe^ix^id^ 

^'  You  itmQ^  mean  hi«  friead/'  rqa^lied 
(he,  confaTed  and  aflnniihod, 

^'  No,  I  do  not  indeed.  I  fee  you  are 
perplexed ;  but  if  you  are  well  enough 

to 
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to  Hften  to  me,  I  will  folve  this  my- 
ftcry  at  once/' 

'She  entreated  he  would,  and  afllired 
him  Ihe  was  not  merely  well  enough  to 
liften,  but  that  it  would  relieve  her  mind 
beyond  credibility,  to  be  convinced  the 
perfon  (he  had  feen  and  Mr.  Godfrey 
were  not  the  fame.  She  attended  to  his 
recital  with  various  fcnfations  of  delight 
>and  aftoni(hment  ;>but  as  it  required  not 
all  the  penetration  he  was  mafter  of,  to 
difcover  the  fentiments  which  (he  vain- 
ly attempted  to  conceal,  he  merely  re- 
lated the 'fads  as  they  were,  without 
fpeaking  of  his  attachment  to  her,  con- 
cluding this  would  be  quite  as  much  as 
her  fpirits  could  at  prefent  fupport :  and 
obfcrving  (he  was  ftill  too  weak  for  far- 
ther 
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ther  ecmvctfttkni,'  foob  after  Iw  hid 
fifiolhed  Ms  mundve,  he  lodt-icmrcw 

'  -  On  liie  flainK  he.  met  oar  hcRV::vho 
inzioufly  cnquiredif  he  had  liilfiiled  hb 
promifc  ;  and  then  b^ged  to  knmw  if 
flie  was  fuffidendy  recovered  to  fee  him. 

*'  No,**  replied  MnBarrymore^  «'not 
widimy  confent  to-day:  (he  is  too  mach 
agitated  widi  what  I  have  been  faying, 

and "" 

*<  Have  you  dien^**  incerrapted  our 
bero^  <<  told  ber  how  much,  bow  deq>Iy 
I  am  interefted  in 


**  No    Indeed,  I  left    that  to   you. 
But  hear    my  plan :   fhc  is   extremely 

anxious 
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anxious  to  reach  Delafield;  and  uolefs 
flie  Ihould  grow  worfe,  I  intend  fend- 
ing for  a  carriage  from  Reading,  and  ] 
ietting  out  this  afternoon  ;  fp  few  miles^ 
if  we  drive  llow^  cannot  I  think  hurt 
her/' 

**  Now,"  cried  our  hero,  "  hear  mine: 
<<  iince  I  have  no  chance  of  feeing  mifs 
Barrymore,  I  have  not  a  fingle  induce- 
ment to  remain  here.  I  will  take  leave 
and  fet  off  inftantly,  and  fend  my  car- 
riage to  attend  you  to  Delafield.  My 
horfes  are  remarkably  quiet;  and  in  every 
rcfpcdk,  I  think,  it  will  be  better  than  a 
hired  one.  You  will  not,  I  hope,  refufe 
me  this  trifling  favour.*' 
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I  ihfldl  take4e  fiboty  €f 
cdOiv  «  Defafidd.'*  Hctboihiffi^ 
flnok  Us  kiady  and  ordering  las  lnrft» 
cocered  die  room  where  the  frnuly  were 
xsemblsd.  Thqr  were  miKh  furprifcd 
oad  Tcxed  it  lus  (iidden  determina- 
tsQo,  ms  in  the  momiog  they  had  feim* 
cd  hopes  of  hb  ftayiog  tSl  the  next. 
But  c2chtog  had  now  the  power  ofwkar^ 
:ng  hi*  re:>I-Ji:  jn ;  and  after  requefting 
•:  c:  gra  ex  be  long  before  he  had  the 
r'.?j;fi:-eof  iVe'ngiheni  z\l  ar:he  Abber, 
h-  ••.;:n;ri  to  Mr.  Tre€i?*n.  anJ  en- 
quired it  he  never  rode  ih::i:  way  in  a 
rromipg*  artd  begging  he  would  farour 

hiai 
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him  with  his  company,  whenever  he 
could,  which  that  gentleman  readily 
promifed,  he  took  leave,  and  arriving 
at  home,  fent  off  his  carriage  inftantly, 
and  then  (trolling  down  to  the  parfon- 
age,  he  related  to  anxious  and  interefted 
friends  all  which  had  pafled  the  preced- 
ing day. 

When  the  chariot  returned,  the  fer- 
vant  brought  him  a  note  from  Charles 
Barry  more,  informing  him  that  Sophia 
was  ftill  mending,  and  had  borne  her 
little  journey  better  than  he  expedled; 
that  he  found  the  family  had  been  in 
grer:  alarm  on  their  account ;  and  that 
fir  Charles  and  lady  Barrymore  arrived 
at  Delafield  in  half  an  hour  after  them, 
having  only  the  day  before  received  the 
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letter  which  he  had  written  from  Paris^ 
x6  acquaint  them  of  the  alteration  of 
dieir  route. 

'  Mr.  Thomborough  was  much  de* 
lighted  with  thb  intelligence«  and 
on  the  following  morning  went  him* 
felf  to  Delafieldj  where  he  was  re- 
ceived with  extreme  cordiality  and 
pleafure  by  fir  Charles  and  his  lady; 
and  whilft  they  were  chatting  over  paft 
events,  Mr.  Barrymore  returned  from  a 
ride  through  the  grounds^  and  united 
his  entreaties  with  theirs,  that  he  would 
flay  dinner.  He  wanted  litde  perfuafion^ 
pardcularly  when,  as  an  inducement, 
he  was  told  he  fhould  fee  Sophia  in  the 
afternoon. 

Nothing 
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Nothing  particular  pafled  in  this  inter- 
view; but  they  obferved  with  mutual 
fatisfadion  the  pleafure  each  Teemed  to 
receive  from  this  meeting ;  and  in  the 
next,  when  he  was  fo  happy  as  to  find 
her  alone»  he  made  a  full  declaration 
of  the  fentiments  he  had  long  entertain- 
ed, and  which  a  variety  of  unfortunate 
events  had  hitherto  obliged  him  to  con- 
ceal. She  heard  him  with  attention, 
anfwered  him  with  franknefs,  and  allow- 
ed him  to  hope  for  her  favour. 

As  Mr.  Thomborough  was  his  own 
matter,  and  her  friends  were  all  folici- 
tous  for  their  union,  from  believing  it 
would  fecure  the  happinefs  of  both; 
m  they  were,  and  had  long  been,  fin- 
cerely  attached  to  each  other,  no  ob- 

ftacl« 
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What  more  remains  there  to  fay,  ex- 
cept that  a  growing  attachment  was  ob- 
ferved  with  pleafure  by  each  family,  be- 
tween Charles  Barrymore  and  Caroline 
Fitzwilliam — that  Wentworth  Conway  ' 
having  entirely  conquered  his  unworthy 
paflion,  paffed  the  greateft  part  of  his  time 
in  Beikfliire,  for  the  pleafure  of  being 
near  his  friend,  who,  added  to  all  his 
domeftic  happinefs,  had  the  fatisfaclion 
of  hearing  Mr.  Fleming  was  reconciled 
to  his  uncle,  and  of  witnefling  the  com- 
ibrc  which  die  Harfords  pofleffed,  and 
which  they  always  acknowledged  was 
entirely  owing  to  him. 

A  conuiint  and  friendly  intcrconi'fc 
is  kept  up  between  tl:c  finiilies  at  De- 
LiiwM,    Thornborough   Abbey,    Beech 

Vol.  IV.  L  Paik, 


ai8       THE    BEKEVOLENT    QUIXOTE. 

Park,  and  the  Parfonage;  and  living 
with  rational  hofpitaliiy^  and  in  cheer- 
ful elegance,  our  hero  and  his  lady  are 
no  lefs  beloved  and  efteetned  by  the 
U'hole  circle  of  their  acquaintance,  than 
they  are  adored  by.  the  poor,  who  daily 
receive  the  marks  of  their  liberality. 

And  thus  hapj^y  in  himfelf,  in  his 
friends,  and  his  general  focicty  ;  and 
peculiarly  bleil  in  the  policffion  of  :i 
woman  whofc  loul  is  congenial  to  his 
own;  he  remembers  wiih  equal  jv>y  and 
gratitude  the  liour  in  which  he  (i:il 
qxritted  Thornborough  Abbey,  and  k: 
out  on  the  romantic  dcfign  of  travelling 
through  the  world  as  a  Benevolent 
Qiiixote, 

F     1     N     I     S. 
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